| Gays protest at TVs Ripper

LONDON: Mary Whitehouse and a militant
gay organisation working towards the same
end? Impossible, we hear you say. But that
is just what happened 2 couple of weeks
ago, when the Sunday Times reported that
ITV were to screen an episode of ‘Police
Story’ called ‘The Ripper’.

The Gay Representation Action Group
(GRAG) and Ms Whitehouse agreed that
this programme, which was put out on
Wednesday November 6, was likely to be
objectionable—though undoubtedly for
very different reasons.

The programme dealt with a series of
murders in which all the victims were gay

en.

Tom Robinson, of GRAG, rang Mary
prior to the programme being screened and
she agreed that this country could do
without programmes of this kind and
promised to do what she could.

Tom told us further: ““We then phoned
Thames on her behalf and were told that
“The point could be taken in 2 boomsrang
sort of ' (that the programme would be
G) Pe 10 homosexual viewers) but that

ion
LONDON: An international telegram
caused quite a ripple of excitement at
Gay News’ offices when it arrived on the
weekend of the CHE Trafalgar Square rally.

It read simply “WOULD-LOVETO
ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION-DAVID
CASSIDY.” As we reported last issue, a
telegram had been sent to David asking him
to speak at the rally.

The te]egram might have caused even
more excitement if it had been sent by
David rather than, as it turned out, an

anonymous wise guy from New York’s
Gay Switchboard!

Zapped

where it hurts

AMI: em bers of the Transsexual Action

Organ|§at|on (TAO) in America have been
campaigning for more freely available sex-
change surgery at prices below the $5,000
at present charged for some operations.

When TAO heard that 25,(});0 surgeons
were to attend a congress in Miami organised
by the American College of Surgeons, they
thought it was too good a chance to miss.

“We decided to hit them where it would
make the most impact,” said TAO founder
Angela Douglas. “In the bedroom.”

So TAO pre-op male-to-female trans-
sexuals cruised the bars of the main hotels
w_hel_'e congress delegates were staying,
picking up surgeons. It was only when the
mednc; got their new-found girl friends back
to their hotel rooms that they discovered the
package came complete with male genitals.

On_e surgeon from Philadelphia, after
spending over $30-wining and- dining a
pre-op at one of the nicer restaurants, was
reported to have gone into shock when he
got the ‘girl’ back to his room at the Dorral
Hotel. *‘I was completely amazed,” he said
when he got over the surprise. “I was g
absolutely certain she was a woman.”

TAO also reports that post-op male-to-
female transsexuals were busy proving to
surgeons that the results of the operation
can be quite satisfactory for all concerned.
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‘] don’t think we need concern ourselves
with that particularity’.”

But the gay callers who bombarded
Thames Television with complaints had
some effect—IBA officials saw the pro-
gramme in a hurry just to check it out, and
decided it was OK.

It is interesting to note also that when
Tom rang Ms Whitehouse she apparently
said: “Good for you. More power to your
elbow.”

A press release from GRAG stated: *“At
risk of giving this odious programme a
bigger audience than it might have had, we
think it’s worth bringing our objections to
public attention. Gay people can do without
this kind of unnecessary sensationalistic
portrayal in the media.”

And GRAG’s objections were outlined
in a letter to Mr J Weltman, the Head of
IBA Programme Services. The letter pointed
out that this episode of ‘Police Story’ had
been deeply offensive to many homosexual
viewers in the US, and was likely to be so
in this comtry.

ltvexplained that the group had bsen
formed because its members felt notning
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Pictured is a group of gays who took part in the law reform relly

good or positive was ever heard on the
media about gay life. All that was known
about homosexuality stemmed from camp
comedians or, as in this case, psychopathic
murderers. The letter went on: “Enough
prejudice already exists against homosexual
women and men; screening ‘The Ripper’
can do nothing but harm on this score. ”

But when it came to it, both the gay
organisation and Ms Whitehouse decided to
adopt a low profile—in case the publicity
they received did more harm than good in
giving the programme a larger audience
than it would normally have received.

And the programme itself? It was
patronising, yes; it was badly written in the
American-cop series ilk, yes; but the
comments we have heard from gays and
hets alike point to the fact that it was not
offensive. It did have a heterosexual sub-
plot interwoven around the gay murders—
presumably just to remind viewers that
thai sort of thing exists! e

On the positive side; the-herofesP chief
did bring up topics which the majority of
ITYlewers have probably never heard
uhit=such as homophobia—and he dealt

';/ }

held in London recently. Our exclusive photo special on the day .

with them in a ‘sympathetic’ (OK, not to
say condescending) way.

All in all though, from a dramatic aspect
this film, produced especially for TV
showing, deserved a screening. The charac-
ters were not all the stereotypes one might
have expected—no more so, anyway, than
the stereotype hets portrayed in ‘Corona:
tion Street’.

Our herofcop did rather blow his
‘liberal’ attitudes at the conclusion of the
episode when discussing whether he and his
grifriend ought to have a child. He was
perturbed about what his offspring would
grow into (homosexual, druggie, prostitute
etc) but told his lover that he was willing
to take that chance . .. without this finale,
the film would have been a whole lot
better.

So, what was all the fuss about? Well,
GRAG's actions were very important from
a political point of view. It made the IBA
aware that a gay organisation is monitoring
the media and, hopefully, will make them
think twice when the next gay programme
Crops up.

Photograph: Peter Harrap (Report, London)
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e | Editorial & Letters
My NE“/§ a¥ | R s ‘Fight through the unions’ h

I thought | must write and tell you how ith i icle i
0 o : > | read with interest th
n';uc;u_hl n:\gn]oymg following each episode the Camlpai;n :)ieritctos :;tﬁmogh?:E
Number 59 "’. e Adventures of Super-Gay.”.Indeed. | (Gwent Branch) on Trade Unions. | fully
m surprised not.to have seen you publish endorse what he had to say and would like
November 21 — December 4
The wearies
d - = feature ‘A Family Affair’* in GN57; it i i i
] r o people in other unions get somathing
Gay News weicomes letters from its m‘t’: e: 2?\3"5;:‘5?{:;‘32;::?&“'"9 well started. Let’s have gay groups in all branches|
o re r':u,f,en on any :u[?jxt o_f special interest Martin Faulkner, 4 of all unipns. This can be pqsible if. only
omosexuals, including comment on Rugeley, Staffs people will get together to fight against

::::L’::f;:\:?;ﬁ%’;’i;‘:;:‘:;:ﬁioy to remind readers that a gay group has been
pyiet 1 formed. in the NALGO association. It has
reading it. | hope we can look forward to a ; .
e Lo : 3 started off nationally but | hope before
g‘;':‘;'l_’::e""mgvsf;:’egu'::eu:uml'”‘;5 as it's long that there will be more local branch
MLt Mt ontion :'# a'ke‘:"""’r-’ pressure groups within the main movement.
anks for the But what of the other unions? Please, gay

. items published in GN. Owing to space * g oppression. For too long have decent
When Gay News celebrated its second anniversary last || /imitations, plesse keep Vou'r,’lntcrp: short fﬁ,’,;,,‘,‘,’,,”,’:‘."” s"f'a’,f,'?' PR Citizens and workers in this countrybeen
June, London Broadcasting decided to feature the a possible (200 words maximum). Letters | hoped he Wi lbceturnisad "Mr;;;ua.' s abused, oppressed, or ignared because of
Papeponitimoriingne how AM. Cli ! must be signed, but the writer’s name and | + <+« sy sssessoes o0y i 302, .......| their sexual orientation. To love is appar-
s g news show . Clive Roslin, sddress will be withheld if the writer Don‘t forget Manx gays ently criminal or immorall We all know
one of AM’s anchor men, interviewed News Editor requests it. Send to: Your Letters, Gay | We have seen through the columns of your | W1t Cruel ronsanse fhis is and we must
Michael Mason and told Michael that Gay News was News. 628 Chiswick High Rosd, London | newspaper and other gay scources of the fight through.the unions.pet
. We regret that we cannot determination of our people throughout spheres of our lives for equality, justice,

socially divisive, that homosexuals were just the same || acknowiedge receipt of lermm. GN cannot | these islands 10 make representations to the | 2n° lIberation from prevaliing standards

4 anvoneelseinEEh t forward letters to correspondents unless ) 4 : born out of ignorance and fear.
y they should just shut up about || ;iyeq. Letrers for inclusion in GNEO must | Coejon_ovarnment With s view 1o having The Nalgo Gay Group is for people in

their homosexuality. be received by first post on Tuesday, at least brought into line with those of ol BrarSugofiNalgo. Wehaverour own
It was an idee fixe that proved almost impossible to shift i fv_"_'.".’_'b“. : 25 i ediriiisuuii ] Engtand. However there has never been a newsletter and will be holding our first
from Mr Roslin’s mind. Of course, on his reckoning a stamp- Masochistic self-oppression m'm'o?. omf m: i g S T&’é:"’.'t‘mhﬁ.ggfyéﬂmb?{é iﬁa"'?-".%'
collecting magazine vyoulgl be socially divisive insofar as it R0k you for thelnTeeay Sy ”v’éﬁpﬂ mavxnu::'sr-ia:li‘sh:tlt:ilse ;Jthlf':p' Road, Nottingham. All members o?r:allzo
harped on about a minority interest. But there are more serious GN58—YSil Down! ?5-?.' '?ocal:i‘:ac'l'e ;" REIOeTRUS| acts betweaq malss of any | s e roup are
points raised by what he was trying to say. Those of us involved in direct action age.one can receive life imprisonment under I:m?d' B octed will
One of the reasons we keep on knocking things out of our campaigns on many socisl issues know w.::'lahw' Wme gl c,,,n'um, g itnfn"e? ?32°E§’ : gz) plzo'zle thhave Frior
typewriters is simply that nobody else is doing it, and we O e e o8 1992 atch on' il gay caucuses re formed
think that news about gay people is worth passing on. Another Paigning for. "We do live in astum bat | 2+ here ourselves. - B, neir unionseERSEiaedUInRg
reason is that in those cases where gay news is reported in the we've got pride and don't want to make a We know tha the British Government  : [\1"i1e" details of the Gav Group in fiaido.
national and local press, it is all too often reported from a fuss”’—s0 the slum dweller opts 10 be ~ has very little power over the Manx ::':.',f:ew:,s ?&"&:' Sl "'?' ActiE
clearly heterosexual point of view. That may not necessarily "'m‘-fz'e" 8 R sy sarieon 3‘3&':5:&33?:? (v,&g%tyfoa?:‘fv?u:‘ Equality. are invited to send i:tgggzxual
3 g . $e a counc iti ; ]
matter 'm every msu_mce, but at times it is a clear block to It"m éon:;s:za’;ml';‘how b X and support CHE and badly need help. addressed envelopes preferably size
readers’ understanding. 68 not reslisd-trieyorOBMERIRG the }"3::’, Don't forget a Manx man opened the first 10" x 7°" approx.
The recent performance of Fleet Street demonstrates the they have sex with someone under 21, 0r | 3 ‘;Ifufb RN CE) andustarted It :z:;'ﬂgg?:niull Road, F Fiel
sort of thing we are talking about. if one stumbles upon two gays over 21 N WE v uc:;:ralnh"(:tlher M 1 Nottingham NG76LH e
First—the CHE law reform rally. Two or three thousand :‘:;;ng::c;Tgnh;e?r:;"cgrig:tae'b::éo&rm reading this letter andywamino :37»5?3: AOEET = 0o 0 AR
people take over Trafalgar Square. They march on Downing fore are breaking the law. R e [0 LIVArpAoIOrMan- Expelled for being ga
Street. The rally is the largest public demonstration by homo- | have coma to the conclusion that Bl - T
sexuals ever seen in Europe. Now whichever way you look at those gays who say “'don't rock the boat™ D'::gl'u ?m“ :;f& Man o O e
it, that is a news story. You can argue about the number of B P e | (Full names withheid by request) mﬂ:c&;::;.ﬁnh::w o
column inches it deserves, and whether it warrants a photo- When my Young Liberal group started a ‘Gay ‘students campa|gn seecnerenil I'monearly 18, and wes at a sixth form
graph or not, but a news story it remains. Gay Rights’ campaign we faced bitter coliege doing 4 ECIEREREERERE ' leves,
So how did Fleet Street react? The Sunday Mirror wrote a PRSI RE TFSS—_I |v {rom R it v gL O R £ polah Tl
simple straightforward report with a picture of the march e ”,3‘“ | that-time I:\r:n:e 5 SP‘"’?,\" (seef e, E ormoliftality Durtl):g maE"gliSh corilt
¢ C _ : 5 placed an advertisement.in a local news- very real problem of communications omosexuality wes being derided. scorned
explained what the Campaign hoped to achieve in the way of paper offering advice to gay people in the | that besets campaigners in the gay world. | and generally laughed at. | stood up and said
law reform, and put the whole thing in a prominent top of arca. After the first telephona.call.froma | T improve this situation, the NUS Gay- ot el )< Al T
page position. Fipe. young man of 17 who was bitterly hurt ’0‘:‘;""“"'"9 I"“ has been completely gf'““io" has gone from bad to worse. The
i : 7 ,and | hope that betwsen NUS and incipal was informed. and | was "asked’
The rally also got a wtite-up in a local Newcastle paper and confused by his homosaxuality we emade-anckt :
had no doubts about continuing our NCEGRC mailings, we can offer an to leave. When | asked why, | was told that
called the Sunday Sm. campaign. information service that comes out every because of my "“unfortunate affliction™
But apart frem that—silence. The Evering Szandard It by do those gays who think there’s s':hmk-s{,? i mora‘r”u: "K,'Uss“;dems' - : gl ':’bgooc:leCl o.f' ?iwf' e
P A ihat it had prodeet . no need for campaigning to spend a day in | Others with interest in the students or my own it | left.
\mdu’“d’f ; d-gul'wt -iwdha T rlmost" won difficulties that day 1l | o reeiling/befriendingioffice. Perhaps | 98Y rights campaign. should write to me at Naturally, | (efthacsahe mattec ugs
" Uls 05t N0 news in its editions 1] then they might realisa that if they consider | the address below, il they waat further. ., W’ﬂﬁﬁW"
n November 2. The London Evening News ignored it totally. themselves unoppressed they will see tha information, oF WanT 1o go onto the 0 i A -
A The Sunday Times, the Observer, the Sunday Telegraph, the effect of legal and social Oppression on "‘"&“9 'g:' : - e "v'"%w"h 3 gi,"' whoys
others who live in day td da lit embers of the Action Group, set u supporting me, they classitfied
Sundaﬁ ﬁt‘xpress, lt"he News ?]f t;whWor}I:i :r:’d the People all B5t clouc.ninaaE S a7d | at the Sheftield Conference, should: P~ | “oractising overt : %
ignored it, even though each of them had been forewarned of Ken Stevens, Comvence;@roup ‘73, communicate with. AlistairStewass— . — Yt ratived -
i immediately. . and then tne college aClually ERIRFES ©

the event by a press release sent to their offices. Young Libasals, Slough ;ona rgie
' ; 4 ectneeennass s David Dancer, | for “"having a desp emotional entans -~
Local adio cosgredsitre=—— L‘{‘t : Nationel Colleges-of.Eduserion Gay Rights | Ment with 3 girl at the college, csing

and {here was a film report on BBC television news. News- || Stronger than we think Committes, c/o NUS HQ greiene = LT
pa;;(er readers \lvill know just how rare it is for a'story that khﬁ:lz’;d Y c&l_:asmns 10 thank those who | 3 Endsisigh Street, London WCTH 0DU This charge “f'rnt:!_w
makes national television news to be ignored by news . to make CHE's mass rally on, | e daets o0 L S Vo o oo behi
On Monday, the G tian and the g;;om:’"g)é:‘:’ ws:epfl?e zovemg:r Z'wch an overwhelming success. Empty protestatlons? especially r;ot having a quick grope behind
. g number of people did a ot of work in i : ; ; the lockers
only two papers to report it. Less to complain about here, helping me.to organise it, and they all f,‘,’fj'::;l'ﬁﬁm;"sﬁzﬁ,ﬁ’.ﬂ‘xj"'ﬂ‘;’"" So | was forced 1o leave on a trumped-
since a Saturday demonstration really is pretty dead news by deserve some of the credit. usual club scene,” ““tired of pubspseeks up charge. Because I'm living with a girl.
the beginning of the next week. opext. I'd lika to thank everyone who | sincere friends ™ etc. Yet, do they reslty | "0t mv family. and she et SR o
. o . me along, many Tfrom long istances. ? intluence O 8ccept it, DI Y-
tAs a footno:je to ul]: whole incident which may (or may There were far, far more people than we ms':,:,';’:”',:f:gffn faraa T wasDros Have you ever heard a worse case? My
not) amuse readers—the People, whilst ignoring the march, ever dared hope for. I1's one i the eve for. | posed to try to form an alternative type of | whole career. hopes. dreams shattered,
managed to find space for a news story that CHE London those who ciaimed the gay movement Eiub 10 the usual ‘meat-rack’. There wes - . Decause | sdmitiocwieRSRASHS0
Information Centre has been getting phone calls from people ;",‘;'g;r‘ :’,?fg"v;: t’,’\‘.‘";':"’ its forces. We're | enormous encouragement initially and the—| £m00 alis there anything legENEE
enquiring about Larry Grayson’s show at the London Palladium, Finally, many ml:ny thanks to Gay cfvfai','e,:.ﬂ?: :;,:?LT? ::',f,',‘,';,",?:' !, ang she, caRiiE Routit? e
?l:ca;;: tdhe C!-IE ph%ne number is only one digit different from Nou% 1tor all the pu:licity which did so ?,:; to ,,.a,_gm,ke f,,:nds, and join in the | (Ms) A.M. WC, Hants
e adium’s number. much to secure such an unbelievabie turn- | activities provided as they wish. Now, after ;
‘ : . L . ' . . . - R GN N Edito
Moving on from sins of omission to sins of commission, the a:;:%i;;:”rally. Let’s make the next one | only one year, the club is in real danger of fc?chm.fgﬁtﬁzonmm. Tl;omr are
Evening Standard looks as though it might have stirred up Paul Tamparton ?,'3'"2 “°|‘::‘s'i o "f:‘e z', SEroE beyond « | 50018 with the influsnce to help.
somgthmg of a hornet’s nest with a recent article about gay Executive Committes, CHE .i,,,","..:“.:‘.,,.d,'.dss& enquiries viagGay CRORRRRRRERRRRL o o
Nazis in the USA. The story is about a group of nutters in ieereerseessnsnsenaensssssssansnssnsl Sichhoard and your own Mini-Guide ad. | ‘Only good for thee and me’
California who have started forh | Nazis and Drag controversy Cynically perhaps, we are beginning t s
rnia who have started a group for homosexual Nazis an Y il REUEDSERSIEIREIoY i 1. © ity i
group feel. and often having confirmed, that this. | The gay twentieth of the community i

published a newsletter. A news story? Yes maybe. But fourteen | | was surprised that your heterosexual lack is due mainly 1o the fact we do not very tolerant of other minorities. Most gays

column inches? And as if to add insult to injury, the hack who '::d“ Tom Presho ‘FN,58’ should conclude | L8 i Very type of club most profess | would bend over beckwards to help 3
that my report entitled ‘Pub Drag Returns | '\, hored with! Ever hopeful however, black brother or go on their knees to please

scribed the piece talks about American homosexuals as “the ¢ )L =99 or & ]
queers of America.” Beat that for good old-fashioned homo- :,?;o m ,,’,'3‘,',:’;‘1:’,,‘2’2},’;‘;;’ :,'? g;,f’,’;di,,g ::I:;‘lq‘b; t:o?tir:u? :nmil Jiz:ln::rg .29;; ve “’h':'r‘:',‘:’nictah’i'g:‘l‘i':'::-vm(')'r"f’rm:::’h‘r
hobia. Maybe we’ll see Editor Charles Wintour and his merry women. : e 1€00- 99. | |and for attracting all eyes in a gay bar.
gand at Shoe Lane writing about niggers again, like in the good as'pz‘t“h': {;‘:’tzg{'::"°"::"r‘t:f "°'t : :;fom’:n% ',',73.,' :s":::,::e:d:pngrrs'ﬂrt;?' But with our own minorities we're not
old days; and what about a few yids and wops thrown in for 3 ioved immensaly By oin neteing gayscil s venture is worth makiGDEEHESHON BNy st deor GN Flomer. o
good measure? slikce sply DOTUSE Etatoa s Mbtva Bl S O 00 e res!ly.all want Hp usual over 21 ,,ood..;o%‘i‘,',’,; . huung
There is, of course, something we can do about it. Letters the per former is a MAN and not a woman. ,'i':,?,:;:?? '"‘,’i's°,t:;‘::,"§':,i‘:t$°:: ::,'"a',“’,:d can pass as hets when we want to. We live
to the editor do actually have an effect. How many times have || "l;':'t:"f" is, after all. thesincerest form | in a cosy world but wish that gay activists
you said to yourself ‘I am going to write or phone and com- fichard T hodias Ted Danisls, Secretary, oS rock the B e SR
plain about that” and then not bothered to get round to doing || Porsmouth & District Correspondent, [ Cavalier Club, liford Lans, Itford .. ok g e el
it? About the same number of times as everyone else. The Gay News Enlist union support and develop meeningful relationships with
i S AR 3 _ e o o
Post Office would collapse overnight if we all actually wrote 4P’Erratum (Re: Bunjies) ﬁ, :J:f::ﬂ:fﬂ'éﬁ';é )| :,ﬁ- :,:;zr.:gw..i:;’;.d ot \em ; o:k 4 m::\ W T

Sorry, of course Dylan T idn’ h with hi iors. | think other and those who prefer leather or rubber
y. of course Dylan Thomas didn't start | clash with his superiors. | thin qay kits: e despise thalcottigecmind It

144 jies in 1 i i k that Mr Marriott’s
off Bunjies in 1954 (as reported in GN57}, taxmen may like to know that Mr Marrio holes for others to peer through; those who

the letters of complaint or correction that we meant'to write.
The main thing to realise is just how few such letters do get

written. And then to make sure that your complamt is on¢ as he'd already been dead a year. The true action is uniikely to find favour with the it g
of them! R facts as we understand them are: Bunijies Board of Inland Revenue. Some years ago | | /0ve the young. whose cross it is ThagOvs
was started in ‘54, Tommy Steele started wes officially told that the Board have no | Y99 S $0ring chicken is next s'.“?" s oid
oft playing there; and Bob Dylan played objection to their staff devoting their ?onlefr_, the wafnker wh? love .': °"~:‘
® ® ® there when he came over to England for spare time to working actively in the gay “’"9' .'"%'dh ’"‘”V"v;' eirent ‘hoy B,
r'etv ls smcy ¢ . {1 the first time. The bloke on the door had movement, the only stipulation being that sf\ S 't:h i : man ‘r"p“:vh °hp'°°';: |
g . never heard of him and charged him a there must be no confrontation with the i v&‘: e it and t °f” h 9 alve [IUe
;‘hillinlg for the privilege of coming in to police. I{would recommend any Revenue :::::l%' We f:fs':rsr;:r ?r:etle:t;’igrrsor
’ : . ay. Dylan’s manager was furious. official finding himself in 8 similar situation . o ; 3
We’re all delighted at your response to our appeal in GN54 when por ""in':ign {hafriniguiise & o 10 tef i s’}gn any letter of resignation with their penis envy but we do wish they
we asked readers to let us have more articles for publication. In |1 yi¢ misieading; it's 7.30 to 2am (not .and to ask for the matter to be referred to would be quiet. . ]
this issue alone, eight of the feature articles were written by 11.00 to 2.00!). And the group are only Somerset House. We expect the het "“:9"‘; to under-
readers. That’s a healthy state of affairs in two ways. First it piaying till just after ten. We've had people 1 do not o:'course know t?e attitudes of :}:aci’ll‘i’::;‘gg::h"::n‘:;g o::rt ;::re
turning up at eleven d ing I other Head ic f, I think . N ;
helps to keep the paper fresh, we hope. And secona, we pre- edsic . Bt many ::gnkes"f‘;ﬁ:;g e any Civil Segame\:rc‘)?.ul?:la;: tj:a:stifti,:;é inthln minorities, o | suppose we think hets are
sume it means that readers are getting the sort of thing they mention: the response from the newsette refusing to accept the decision of a local :tter at und_ers(a|nd|ngdtr;an pbece=
| want out of the paper—after all, you re writing much of it your- }| has been great, especially last Sunday official as necessarily being in accordance '7:‘333"0'? t?lgralga?ant i:'vlrfﬁﬁ:; ir:ne .
selves. If you think we’re still leaving things unsaid and undis- ;‘:’::r"“gf' 3::‘1 I\:?:n we got a very friendly cvgbmsaggreae‘r’lorxnetl;e proile-z‘\:ré :\hrg!v;:fhe the second paragraph, | must withhold my
. cussed—well, the remedy lies in your hands. So get writing. fatosotiery & | - e oSlie alistithersipoet GMlis union. surname and address.
London SW19 Bill Mitchell Dudley, London

Gay News Number 59



Photograph: Gay News Photo Library

1)

.

a8 Press L

Photograph: Colin Davey (C.

- 4 v
AR o

Fi\ e

Aty Y

Page 3

/

Test case adjourned

LONDON: An importan: test case over the
legality of gay people dancing together has
been adjourned until December 20.

The trial involves four discos held in
June of last year (1973) at the Father
Redcap pub in Camberwell, South London.
John Adams, pub licensee at that time,
faced eight charges at Lambeth magistrates
court. The charges related to permitting a
disorderly house and allowing dancing
without a licence on the nights of Wednesday
June 20, Thursday June 21, Sunday June 24
and Thursday June 28.

Alfred Carmody, who was the manager
of the pub at the time, is charged with
aiding and abetting on the same four nights.
Two disc jockeys also face aiding and
abetting charges— Tricky Dicky (Richard
Scanes), who was working at the pub on
Sunday June 24, and Solly Mead, who was
DJ on the two Thursday nights.

The four men on charges have all
pleaded not guilty.

Two policemen attended:the discos in
plain clothes—Sergeant John Sherrin and
PC Housden. Sherrin told the court that on
June 20 (the night of a mixed Molin disco)
he had seen about 40 men and women in
the upstairs room. *“The men appeared to
be effeminate.” Asked what he meant by
effeminate, he told the court that they were
wearing perfume and tight-fitting clothes.
“There were two males and six females
dancing and they were all closely embraced
and fondling each other’s private parts. ™

The defence is anxious to provide the

Gay dancing

Tricky Dicky: faces charges

court with reliable testimony. They have
appealed to Gay News readers to check
back to see if they were at the pub on any
of the four nights concerned, whether or
not readers feel they could actually appear
in court. If you were there then please
phone Richard Scanes on 01-551 1987.

BASINGSTOKE: Any step which may help
relieve the tensions between police and the
gay community is one to be applauded. So
we were heartened when the Community
Liaison Officer for Kensington and Chelsea
Police, Ch/Insp Richard Wells, cantacted
v vews for assistance.

He informed us that he had jwst heard of
an mievesting development--that the

stoke, had decided to inclu'de a project

about the gay area of human behaviour in
its Inspectors’ course.

4 el A L
And he was ringing to ask if we could
furnish the college with pamphlets about
ghe various gay organisations.and any other
information that might be relevant.

4 .

Police Inspectors
learn about homosex

Of course, we were delighted to accede
to this request for help and despatched as
much information as we were able to find
in the short time available.

But we were intrigued with this develop-
ment and so asked who was responsible
for the inclusion of a gay.project. It turned
out to be Ch/lnsp Jennie Hilton, a member
of Branshill staff.

Jennie Hilton told us that the Inspectors
e dnas goses tock past.in specialist studies

in small groups. The studies included TV
and radio training and press/police relations.
She explained that the topic concerning

the relationship of gays towards police and
vice versa was to be covered in the final
section of the course, when minority groups
of all types were considered.

Public relations

She further explained that the whole
course was on public relations. It ran for
four months, in which time 140 Inspectors
from up and down the country studied this
aspect of police work.

Half of one working day was devoted to
minority groups--the NCCL, students, gay
lib etc. The trainees would not be looking
at homosexuality in any formal way. But
they would be considering stereotypes—both
gay stereotypes and police stereotypes.

Our reporter asked if this topic had
been covered in the course before. Ms Hil-
ton answered: “It may have been dealt with
in specialist studies before. | wouldn’t know
what other groups have been doing.”

We enquired if the women and men on
the beat were given any instruction on gay
aspects, but here again Ms Hilton could not
help us, as she is only involved in higher
police training.

But she did tell us that the regular police
officer receives social studies training. “It
would depend on the person taking the
class.”

She concluded: “It is a pretty small part
of the course—1I wouldn’t want you to think
that we are very well informed.”

But hopefully, with this first liaison
between the people in police training and
the gay community, the tutors will become
that much more informed . . .

Gay City Libber

UK: Thanks to the Melody Maker, we can
bring you the astounding information that
Les, the 1 7-year-old singer with the Bay
City Rollers, likes making jokes at other
people’s expense and talking about the Gay
Liberation Front.

Radio phone~in

LONDON: A 90-minute phone-in on behalf
of Campaign for Homosexual Equality was
broadcast by BBC Radio London on
November 8.

Those taking part were, Wanda Goldwag,

\Paul Temperton, David Starkey, David Bell
\and Bob Sturgess.

Rebirth of Portsmouth

group?

PORTSMOUTH: Pressure is growing to re-
form the Portsmouth Branch of the Cam-
paign for Homosexual Equality which
folded nearly a year ago.

Members of the remarkably successful
Southampton group of CHE who live in
the Portsmouth area, combined with other
interested Portsmouth residents, are anxious
to revamp CHE’s representation in
Hampshire’s largest city.

All interested persons who would be
prepared to provide assistance should
contact Mr David Porter or Mr Tom Selby
at Southampton CHE.

Richard Thomson

Coming out
‘enhances life’

NEW YORK: Dr Howard J Brown, who we
reported last year had publicly come out,
stated recently that he wished he had done
it earlier in life

The >U-year-old former health services
administrator was interviewed in the New
York Times on the first anniversary of the
Times’ front-page story in which he revealed
his personal life.

*The action has in no way impaired my
life,” said Dr Brown. “It’s greatly enhanced
it in many ways. I was personally paying
quite a price for hiding.”

Dr Brown says he now speads 25 to 30
hours a week in gay movement work, usually
speaking to groups for the National Gay
Task Force of New York. He continues as a
professor at New York University School of
Medicine, where he said students and
colleagues alike accept him.

It still astounds them to hear a doctor
stand up and say he is [gay],” he continued.
“l only wish I could have done it much
earlier.”

‘Emancipate

the 70,000’

BELFAST: Peter Hughes, of the Belfast
Gay Liberation Society, has recently replied
to a letter from Ms Barbour, at the Northern
Ireland Office in London, disputing some of
the reasons given for continuing inaction on
the part of the NI Secretary of State over
extending law reform on homosexuality to
Northern Ireland.

Peter writes: ““You say that the people of
NI preferred that the 1967 Act should not
apply there. The people of NI were never
asked for their views on the question.
Indeed, pursuing the principle set out in
paragraph three of your letter, when you
state that it would be ‘inappropriate’ for
Westminster to enact legislation, can you
cite us the evidence that ‘changes in the law
were desired by a clear majority of NI
citizens’ on, for example, the late Assembly’s
measure on the tattooing of minors?

“It is self-evident ‘the pecople-are not
specifically consulted on legislation either
here or in the rest of the UK. Indeed
frequently, legislators are well aware of
considerable hostility to their enactments.

“Inaction"can.no longer be excused on
grounds of homosexual law reform being a
matter of conscience. Seven years after the
passing.of ¢he, 1967, it is a question of
Human Rights in NI. The minority involved
here is no longer prepared to be dependent
on the conscience of an uninterested and
ignorant majority. While there is no
legislative body in NI ‘to measure and act
on majority opinion’, we urge our (UK)
Government to take this opportunity to
emancipate this considerable section of its

g citizens—the 70,000 homosexual men and

women in NI.

*“A Sexual Offences Bill is to be intro-
duced into the British Parliament. It intends
to extend the provisions of the 1967 Act,
when revised, to NI. Our legislators, repre-
sentatives and Secretary of State must
support it.”

Peter adds a note pointing out that no
Northern Ireland MP at Westminster has
favoured reform of the laws relating to gays
since H Montgomery Hyde represented a
NI constituency. His Constituency Associa-
tion refused to readopt him as their official
party candidate at the 1959 General
Election because, they said, ‘“We cannot
have as our Member one who condones
unnatural vice.” Since then all NI MPs have
voted consistently against reform.

Late~night gay
filmsatNFT

LONDON: The National Film Theatre is
running a season of late-night gay films
beginning on December 13. The showings
will be held on Friday nights right through
to January 31. The times vary slightly, but
all films start at around 1'lpm. Tickets will
be available at the end of this month. Films *
scheduled for screening include Boys in the
Band, Death in Venice, Sunday Bloody
Sunday and The Killing of Sister George.
Further details in our next issue.

Gay campaign started

OXFORD: Steve Artack, the Young Liberal
gay rights campaign organiser, was among
the speakers at a meeting of the Oxford
Union of Liberal Students, which discussed
the problems of homosexuals and bisexuals.

The other speakers were Michael Steed
(Campaign for Homosexual Equality) and
John Rossington. In the discussion that
followed the guests’ speeches, a number of
gays spoke out on the subject.

The Liberal Students intend to start a
gay rights campaign in Oxford, and to act

o editor Jackie Forster

apph
| EDINBURGH: Much has now been written
about December’s first-ever International
Congress. Registrations are coming in at a
steady rate with still almost a month to go.
The Organising Committee is by no means
complacent, but quietly confident that

this will be a great event for all gay people.
It has, however, perhaps made a mistake

‘| in that it stubbornly continued to plan and

work for ‘people’ and not for women and
men separately. Women'’s concerns were
fully taken into account but the Organising
Committee felt it right to express its
particular policy (which appears to be
reasonably common in Scotland) by
integrating rather than separating women
from the main events and concerns of the
Congress. There will be unlimited oppor-
tunities for any group of people with
specific concerns to run workshops, dis-
cussion groups, talk-ins or whatever through-
out the Congress.

On their tours to the United States,
Canada and Europe, Derek Ogg and lan
Dunn contacted and spoke to indivi
and groups, both women and men.
for the main sessions of the Congress (apart
from the session, *Status of Gay Womenhu.
which Sappho agreed to organise) will
include women speakers. The plenary
session specifically concerned with women
is planned for the first full day of the
Congress which is the one most likely to
attract publicity coverage.

Norwegian activist Kim Friele

The choice of the title is deliberate:
discussion will hopefully focus on two
main areas—gay women in the women'’s
movement and gay women in the homo-
sexual community. At the time of writing,
Margaret McWilliams (Ireland), Babs Todd
(London), Jackie Forster (London) and
Kim Friele (Norway) have agreed to attend
and lead the Thursday discussion. There is
no one ‘line’ to be followed and, hopefully,
many more women will contribute. We also
expect contributions from feminists and
lesbians with young families (creche
facilities available).

The Scottish Minorites Group Edinburgh
‘Branch (Women) will run a workshop and
discussion groups on the Thursday. A social
evening for women only is planned, although
all other entertainments throughout the
Congress are open to both women and men.

* There is room for everybody, there is
plenty of room for women—so register now,
or, if you live within easy travelling
distance, support the Congress (and
particularly the women’s events) by coming
on Thursday, December 19. Day and half-
day tickets will be available but those not
registered for the full Congress will have to
pay for meals and admission to social
events.

In any case— BE THERE.

Ruth Schrock,
Member of the Organising
Committee,

on any obvious cases of discrimination.

International Gay Rights Congreﬁ/’
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Dicks Inn Discotheques

Regular nights in November
and December
Mondays & Thursdays
Kings Arms,

213 Bishopsgate, London EC2
Wednesdays
Arabian,

234 Cambridge Heath Rd, London E2

(Bethnal Green tube)

Sundays

Father Redcap,
Camberwell Green, London SES
*

* * *®

*
FIRST FRIDAY DANCE

December 6th
10.00pm-2.00am
Queens Hotel,

Westcliff, Essex
* * * * *

Tricky Dicky at ALL EVENINGS

SUNDAY
NIGHTS

at Bunjies Coffee House,
Litchfield Street, WC2.

Café Society

Live from 8.00pm till 10.00pm

Coffees, light meals etc
through t:il 2.00am.

BUNJIES

* Gay people and rural isolation
* Being gay and a churchgoer
menitogether and men’s
liberation

These are some of the issues to be
discussed at the

First Wales Gay
Rights Conference

at the Students Union,

University College of North Wales,
Bangor

on SATURDAY 23rd NOVEMBER

Come and hear well-known speakers from
the gay organisations and the student movement;
Have a good time at the discos;

Make new friends and help the gay
movement in Wales to grow.

Everybody welcome.

Full details from: Simon Del Nevo, Neuadd
Emrys Evans, Menai Avenue, Bangor,
Gwynedd, North Wales — or phone

Bangor (0248) 4348 or 4349, preferably
between 6.00-7.00pm or after 10.30pm.

'Home Office wants more facts

LONDON: The Home Office is not satisfied | suggested that Confait might have been
afflicted with a kind of spasm which
hardened his body prematurely. The two
doctors, however, thought that neither
explanation was plausible.

with police reports on the murder of 26
year old gay transvestite Maxwell Confait.
Confait’s strangled body was discovered

in April 1972 when firemen were called toa '

house in Doggett Road, Catford, to deal
with a blaze. Three boys were later con-
victed at the Old Bailey on charges of man-
slaughter, murder and arson arising from
the incident.

But the case, said Christopher Price, local
MP for West Lewisham, ‘‘still obstinately
refuses to lie down.”” And the boys’ con-
viction has come in for a great deal of press
criticism.

Background

Three boys, Colin Lattimore (then aged
18, with a mental age of 8), Ronald Leighton
{15) and Ahmet Salih (14), were involved
with the police over a number of siall fires

they had started in the Catford area. The
boys admit that they were responsible for
these fires.

At the same time (April 22-23) a fire
broke out at 27 Doggett Road, and it was
at the scene of this fire that firemen dis-
covered the body of Max Confait. The
body was not burnt.

The boys were questioned about this
fire, and the death of Confait, at Lee Road
police station by Detective Inspector Alan
Jones (now Detective Chief Superintendent
Alan Jones).*Jones obtained confessions
from all three of them.

But since their arrest and confessions,
all three boys have consistently denied their
involvernent in Confait’s death. The con-
fessions, they say, were obtained through
pressure and intimidation. They were alone
at the time- there were no solicitors
present, and their parents were not allowed
to see them until later.

At the trial, the prosecution case
depended on all three boys having been
together. Yet Colin Lattimore had an alibi
covering the time of death as assessed by
medical evidence. The prosecution tried to
upset the medical testimony. They suggested
that the heat of the fire might have speeded
up the onset of rigor mortis, so that death™%

Muxwell Conlait: controversy still surrounds his
deuth

........ L T T I S R R S S

Nevertheless, Colin Lattimore was found
guilty of manslaughter (reduced from
murder because of his |Q of 66) and arson
and was sent to Rampton for an indefinite
period. Ronald Leighton was convicted of
murder and arson, and is serving his sentence
at Aylesbury prison ‘during Her Majesty’s
pleasure’. Ahmet Salih is serving four years
al an approved school for arson, after the
murder charge against him had been
withdrawn.

Professor Teare, one of the country’s
leading pathologists, interviewed for a
recent edition of Thames Tclevision’s This
Week programme devoted to the murder,
said that it was quite impossible for the
murder to have been committed as late as
the prosecution claimed. If it had happened
when the prosecution said it did, the

occurred later than estimated. They also

“‘British- medical profession would have to

N

tear up every text-book ever published
about the nature of rigor mortis. The heat
could not have made a significant difference
the body was not even charred, he pointed
out. In all his years of practice he had never
once come across the particular spasm
referred to in court, and even those books
describing the spasm indicated that it only
affected muscles in localised areas, rather
than the body as a whole.

Contradiction

All the evidence that has been collected
shows that the confessions obtained by the
police and the medical evidence are com-
pletely incompatible and irreconcilable.

This Week claims that Judge Chapman
was wrong to describe medical evidence as
“imponderable,’” and the programme also
took the judge to task for introducing a
new question in his summing up, when he
said that evidence about rigor mortis had
not taken into account the fact that Confait
might have been drinking before his death.
Professor Teare seemed amazed at this
remark. He could see no way in which
Confait’s drinking could have anything to
do with rigor mortis at all.

A member of the This Week team told
(;ay, News that he was very anxious about
the reliability of the confessions. He pointed
out that in the case of the Bromley baby-
snatching, a young woman had been arrested-
She had confessed to the offence after being
held for three weeks. Then a policeman’s
wife had come forward with a cast-iron
alibi for the woman, and she had been freed.
The man who obtained the ‘confession’ in
the first place was Alan Jones.

The official Home Office line on the
matter is that the police have conducted
their own investigation, on the instructions
of the Home Office. The Commissioner
has presented his report, and the Home
Office is now considering whether they
need any more information.

But privately, we have been told that the
Home Office is not satisfied with the police
report and will almost certainly be asking
for the full facts of the affair to be given
to the Minister of State at the Home
Office, Alexander Lyon.

1

NCCL questions t

LONDON: Will the teaching unions support '
any gay teacher who is discriminated against
on the grounds of his or her homosexuality?
That was what the National Council for =
Civil Liberties wanted to knowswhen s
wrote to the general secretagies of the p-
Nationd! Union of Teachers and the
Association of Teachers in Technical
Institutions.

Both organisations replied to Nettie
Pollard, NCCL's Gay Rights Officer.

Tom Jones, Senior Liaison Officer for
ATTI, wrote back guickest! **Dear Madam,”
he began, *‘In reply to your letter of 10th
October | must say that this Association
has not been aware of any discrimination
against homosexuals in the way that you
describe in the first paragraph of your
letter.” But if a case should crop up, what
then?

“. .. this Association is always preparcd
to help and fight on behalf of any of its
members who are being discriminated
against for whatever reason, and I do not
think that at the moment we would be
prepared to make a particular issue out of
discrimination against homosexuals.” You
can bet your life they wouldn’t.

So, could the NUT better that? “Dear
Ms Pollard,” wrote Alan Evans, Senior
Official, Education Department. ‘“The
Union naturally is concerned about any

e_achers Unions

“‘memberyin the exercisg of theirprofessu
'sional duties, and we would provide the
full resources of the Union to any member
that required assistance. Our members are

sdisposal . . .’

Canny Alan Evans nowhere mentions in
his Tetter that awk wafd word"homose Xaahity.
One can’t help wondering ever so slightly
cynically just how such assurances would
stand upito challenge by a quivering father,
emphatic that homosexuals shouldn’t be
allowed within ninety furlongs of his little

Cyril!

aware that they havesuch facilities at their..-

I*Activist extends tour

UK: Len Richmond, the American activist at
present touring Britain,‘has.decided to stay
in this country for a while longer:-

Len, who was co-compiler of The Gay
Liberation Book and is perhaps even better
known for his work on American radio, has
already spoken to gay groups and univer-
sities up and down the country. And he is
scheduled to speak soon in London and
Cambridge University.

His talk is illustrated with a colour film
and taped extracts from his radio shows. If
you wish to book Len for your group, then
contact him c/o CHE London Information
Centre, 22 Great Windmill Street, London

form of discrimination or interference with

W1, phone 01-603 7868.

MORTGAGES
Without Tears

MORTGAGES are available to gay people,
jointly and singly.

£ Building Society Rates

£ Inclusive insurance cover

f Confidential and helpful guidance

*

|
|

Confidential Service Guaranteed H

* * *

For details without obligation, mail to
B&WF, Ingledene, Cleveland Row, Bathwick,
Bath. Telephone: Bristol 292966.
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New Irish

Cara has been complctely re-Organocu.

Re-named Cara-Friend, the agency is now
independent of any other gay group.
although'it has received the suppar
good wishes of several groups includin
Union for Sexual Freedoms in Ireland, the
Scottish Minorities Group, and the Cam-
paign for-Homosexual Equality.

Cara-Friend is run by a committee of
nine, clected at a widely advertised open
meeting, and a team of carefully selected
and trained befrienders.

The service liaises with various social
and professional bodies, including local
hospitals, Queens University Belfast Student
Health Service and the Samaritans.

Cara-Friend committee members say
that if anyone wishes to discuss problems
they can fix up a meeting with two of their
members. They will also, if the applicant
wishes, introduce him or her to other gay
people. They have a large number of pro-
fessional friends, they tell us, whose services
they can call on if someone needs specialist
counselling.

The new organisation is looking for its
own premises, but at the present it can be
contacted in confidence at Cara-Friend,

PO Box 44, Belfast BT1 1SH.

BELFAST: The Belfast Gay Liberatio
Society” iending.and counselling agency ~

>
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LONDON: A collage of photographs taken at the 2,500-strong CHE rally which took place
in London on November 2. It shows gays gathering in Trafalgar Square and marching
down Whitehall to Downing Street. The magnificent banners demand law reform, as did
the jubilant, chanting demonstrators. (See full report of the rally in GN58).

T m

Photographs: Peter Harrap (Report] and David Hart (Boy Studio)

7 A e e .  Malcolm Greatbanks of GL.F (at mimphone1

\Jo.reph Leckey (left) of USFTI N : : aend CHE Honorary President Alan Horsfall
iRt { o (extreme right) ,/
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crosvenor |‘Indecency’ |Liberal Party

HOUSE -
o | dOCEOT challenged Group 7
foum dead SLOUGH: Members of the Eton and Slough [~ =

Liberal Association were so perturbed by i
HEREFORDSHIRE: A doctor was found ~ | Group 73 Young Liberals' gay rights cam- |
dead in Herefordshire only 48 hours after paign that they had Ken Stevens, the cam-

2

being convicted of a charge of “gross paign convenor, and his group checked out.
indecency.” The local Liberal agent, Vince Long,
Police discovered the body of Dr Terence | told (suy News: ‘‘Some people in the associa-
Wright (30) at a friend’s cottage in Gorsley, | tion challenged Group '73. We wanted to
rear Ross-on-Wye. Foul play was not know if the group was afilliated to the
suspected. National League of Young Liberals.”
The doctor lived with his family at When Ken'’s group had been checked out
Bloxwich and practised at the town’s health | and found to be OK, Mr Long said that it
centre. had been the end of the matter.
He appeared at Aldridge Magistrates But this was after the local association
Court on a joint charge of *‘gross indecency” | had put out a press release attacking Group
226: HAG::LV :201 BIBMIN G and was fined £25. The facts of the case 73 and Ken's “antics.”” Association mem-
- 021-429-4678 were being reported to the General Medical | bers intended this to go in the local news-
Council. papers before the General Election, said

Ken, but the report got held over until

i fterwards. “Th ere th b d
Cutting through | 15, renivse

) - The whole controversy had arisen, Ken
LATE. LATE BARS the red tam continued, because he had publicly stated
- i T before the election that he intended to vote
LONDON: The discrimination against gays for the Labour candidate. “This upset the
RESTAURANT is given vent to in many assorted publica- local Liberals,” he told us.
i tions these days. The latest to come to our David Strackett, the Association’s secre-
S attention is a letter to the Editor in the tary, told us that the investigation into Ken'’s s
Civil Servants’ Trade Union magazine, group was not carried out officially by the el i T L R )
aptly called Red Tape. Executive Committee of the Association, considerable achievement as the newspapers
SAC Payne, of the London Directors but by individual members. He explained had not before been willing to run gay ads.
Office, is of the opinion that a recent con- that he supported the gay rights campaign, The group—now with 27 members—has also
ference missed a key point when debating I think something of this nature should be | had very extensive and fair coverage in the
the Widows® Pension. pursued.” But he thought that Group 73 papers.
HOTEL ACCOMODATION He writes: “*The fact that contribution was “‘very Ken Stevens orientated.” The group has counselled over 150 gay
to the scheme is mandatory on all male There had been confusion, he confided, people—Ken, himself, is a counsellor for
ROOMS WITH SHOWER/BATH staff means that it is not just an imposition | as to whether Ken Stevens was a Young Friend—and above all has set the ball rolling
BREAKFAST ALL DAY on ‘bachelors’—a term generally used to Liberal or not. “Locally he is not regarded | for the inauguration of a local Friend group,
COLOUR T.V. LOUNGE describe unattached heterosexual males as one. Maybe he is more of a Socialist—he which CHE Windsor is now working on
LOVELY GARDENS but yet another blatant instance of dis- certainly said publicly that he was going to | with the full support of Group *73.
crimination against gay men. vote Labour this time.” “I believe the results we have achieved
“The compulsory nature of the WPS can Ken, who has been a member of the show just what a group of (originally five)
only be justified on moral grounds by the Young Liberals for the past nine years, people can do to bring about discussion
belief that all contributors will, at some convened Group '73 eight months ago. and acceptance of gays. | hope other YL
point in their lives, wish to marry. Such a During that time the group has had adver- groups throughout the country will get
HEATED SWIMMING POOL belipf clearly takes no account of the tisements accepted by the local press—a their fingers out,” he concluded.
s?mological fact that a significant minority ’ ' E
— e of men are gay and, therefore, by definition, Dorl [ 'Sl-‘ hboa d
P have no 'mter:iss.t}n marrying a wcy>man." — t nr)g rl SW]tC r
Mr Payne champions gay women
TWO BARS OPEN and,makes a piea to thepUnioi %’o rectify the !RELAND: What seemed to us a couple of serious about helping the gay community,
TILL 2.0 AM situation by adopting a motion in support issues ago-to be a'very:positive news'story, | butiveppesrriner DeTEX-Ias frad four o fu
of gay rights as other trade unions have has turned sour. We therefore advise anyone | mental breakdowns in the past three years
done. thinking of contacting Gay Switchboard and has very recently spent two months in
a mental hospital.

l A I 8 . » A ——— -
(Ulster) for help with their personal Andilis inronesofiBETTast Samaritan's """";‘

T g | problems—- DON'T . .. . . n's
- he o & From information received and verified s:?:?(l]‘en - froquently (NICELENIRE Ml : ;
by gay brothers knowg,lo GEM /ety We remind our readers that there is an

sonally, it appears that the person who™as established Befriending and.information

set up GS (Ulster) is anything but reliable. : .5 R T ——
. We're talking about Derck Boyce, who T:S:::ialFrgidirlffou/rl‘;?por\l\:;%c"t‘ongara-Friend,
wrote to and subsequently rang us with the -
u I information which appeared in GNS7. We PO Box 44, Belfast BT1 1SH.
don’t like to put down gay people who are

Booksh Gay pupils need counsel
oo s op WEST SUSSEX: Norman Redman, of Little- | sexual pupils' who'want.to know if there is

hampton, is setting up a new local CHE ahyoutth x;;louf4 the})‘f C:n jOif'rL He ll:ashn':lfemd
oup, to cover Arundel; Bognor Regis, them to the Manchester office which has a
10 > in . section to deal with people under 21.

- ® ittl ichest Worthi
is situated at 200d | | el e
And Norman has been receiving con- it is illegal,” Norman said.

; e i He has denied in a local paper that his
siderable local press coverage on his ideas group, which will comprise religious, B

® ;
Rul"on Roud . ;:;)uptl:phues'hxlp'nteh,:tb:}:oo‘}lfh:eNaav;.g:g}e ; medical and SOCial welfare counseuo{s, wm
J erne I Y j Council for Civil Liberties, Norman says e"clf’l“r;gﬁ the stl"]retaf °fhh°m°s.°x“tahh ty. 5
s : ibioe s e believes that teachers using the audio
Thereare fio counselling facilitiesin kits that CHE hopes to make available to

schools for senior pupils who consider ke
themselves homosexuals. schools soon, could help gay pupils discuss
on “There is no one they can turn to for their problems in private after school hours.
He does not expect opposition from West

hel d advi it be a terribl
e inihlteap e terrible Sussex Coumty Council'to his group, which

mental strain.” .
Norman has heen contacted by 19 homo- will be formed before the new year.

ARE YOU ADEQUATELY INSURED?

Does your present policy cover you sufficiently for all your requirements?

comp'e'e ru nge No? Not sure? Well, consult the experts today.

P & F INSURANCE SERVICES

=
of echlISlv I We can offer you competitive quotations for Motor, and all types of
e y gu y Personal, Household and Commercial insurances.

Instalment plan available for Motor premiums.

(Almost opposite Herne Hill Station — 2 stops from Victoria)

- * * * ® * * » ® .

magazines and books | *

if somebody recommended by you takes up a policy.

OPENING HOURS

Monday 12 Noon to 8 pm X - > s # . . . . *

Tuesday 12 Noon to 8 pm Telephone or call GARRY OWEN at P & F INSURANCE SERVICES

Wednesday —— Closed —— 1 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON NW1

Thursday 12 Noon to 8 pm (opposite Kings Cross Station)

Friday 12 Noon to 9.30 pm Monday to Friday: 01-837 7221 Saturdays: 01-485 9325/6
Hours: 9.30am—5.30pm Hours: 9.30am—2.30pm

Saturday 10 am to 6 pm
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(- The boys of Sheffield

CARPETS EX-~EXHIBITION

(Ideal Home/Olympia/Film Sets)

20p — 80p per sq.yd

Half a million pounds worth of new carpets, bedding, and
furniture in stock. Vast selection. Tretford Cord half price.

Immediate delivery or cash & carry. Fitting within days.
Expert mail order service. Estimates free.

Photographs courtesy Sheffield CHE

SHEFFIELD: ‘The Boys', an adaptation of
‘Boys in the Band’, was recently performed
by the Albany Players, the drama group of
Sheffield Campaign for Homosexual
Equality.

‘The Boys' received its first performance
at the Lantern Theatre, Sheffield, and now
the group hopes to be able to stage it else-
where. There is a possibility that members
will perform the play to other CHE groups
up and down the country.

The top photo shows (left to right) Mick
Slack (as Michael); Peter John Barambas
(Alan); Michael Rosse (Donald); and Russel
Wilson (Emory); while the picture on the
right shows Terry Sanderson (as Harold) on
the left, and Tony Wilmot (Cowboy).

When the group first decided to perform
‘Boys in the Band’ it anticipated no
difficulties. However, after having read the
script, members found that they had bitten
off more than they could chew.

In practical terms, Terry Sanderson told
GN that the cast knew they could not
sustain American accents throughout two

W So, the action was trans- -
ferred to London, some of the diziogue cut | like the New York original,” says Terry,
and several of the characters omitted. I “wels;in think it has much to say about

: — v i may life,”

Our home advisory service is as near as your telephone:
01-579 2323

9.00am — 6.00pm Early closing Monday
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 8.00pm

SAPPHIRE CARPETS & FURNITURE WAREHOUSE
14/16 Uxbridge Road, Ealing, London W5
(Carpark alongside Ealing Town Hall)

Remembering "Lowering unitone 3tls§t
GLr s s e o London. | Standards sauna club

Remem‘:)rance Day in memory of the gay LONDON: The Evening Standard has Telep jrony
:}:een an t,women who were killed during angered a number of gay groups with a Brighton

war because the.y were gay. recent article entitled ‘They’re flocking to 253
triang],le w;_eath was in the form of a pink join Gay Nazis in US'.
e rs‘ig: ‘\)vhi &W;fs—the P{.llﬂk triangle being The story, which appeared on Tuesday. = : . 2
B chl oThQJeat‘u prisoners were | November 12, on page 15 of early editions, Unit One was established some five years ago with the
=1 4 ar in er's extermination ‘l;,;i fﬂedbe Charles F(l)lcy of the Observer aim of providing a Sauna Club of high standards and

X o . ei . i i E
“"Th roup joined the line of people. | temeairin oL dd thathomo- | this gim remeains unchanged.
%:r;’gl evge:tcl;: ;fet::) ltal;;.ofﬁt(;:al gen_:tlnony. Nazi organisation in California. It reported .
; ing the significance | on the hostile reaction of the decent, ilities: inni
.ol{ the wreath, ending with the phrase respectable heterosexual Nazi parties of  AqagepA Riiish LogiSshia
equiescat in Ira’. America, who said that once they took over, Showers .
all such perverts would be destroyed. : Lounge with colour TV which looks on to

: - The objections of British gay groups to i i
Four prorlg attaCk the Standard’s article have been on two iy ol

grounds. First, it gave fourteen column Private Rest Rooms

SOUTHAMPTON: Bob Sturgess, gay writer inches to a story about a tiny group of Massage Service
and theatre critic, addressed about 50 lunatic homoscxuals in America, when it Sun-Ray Room
B bers of the locsl f has never given such space to the four

L dola group of CHE recently | million gay people of Britain. Food & Refreshments
on ! :|u }:c;n haw reform’, And second, the article referred to ‘““the Friendly atmosphere

i ?( said that he had a tour-pronged queers of America.” This was not a quota- : :
attack on prejudiced attitudes to homo- tion of someone's speech, but the language Rates: Membership (valid 1 year) £1.00
sexuality. These concerned the beliefs that | of the reporter in his editorial copy. Letters Members’ entrance rate £1.50
gayness was a sickness, that all gays wanted |have been sent to the editor, it is understood. Members’ quests £1.75
ulrlas sex, that they seduced minors, and that The Gay Rights Media Group, a group of 4 -
ztmfi L%?'{ns'e‘:gslo?t;ﬁ:ig:;:'xas adequate |some forty working journalists in news- Hours: TUESDAYS 2pm — 11pm
« o papers, magazines and broadcasting, has

“WHfi attacked such attitudes by saying: written to the editor to demand a grinted We DNESDANSSERERStam

eﬂ;) not know what causes hetero- apology. If they do not get such an apology, FRIDAYS 2pm — 11 pm
sexud’ ty. Do heterosexuals want to be members told GN, they are taking the SATURDAYS 2pm - 2am
cured? How many heterosexuals in the matter to the Press Council.
audience also want sex?" = SO : SRR 7P™
youns peson ok b iucnncs s | INew Irish club T ————
becoming homosexual, : History was made in Belfast A i i i i

o P R b, recently when the All Friends Socil =c members-:_wrl]p g:rd may be qbtalned by sending this =
they said  You'ee S0t the 1w shsmted Committee met in the Casanova Club, The - oupon to The Secretary, Umt-(_)ne Sauna Club, St. i
what more do you want? meeting marked the birth of a gay club for Margarets, ROTTINGDEAN, Brighton. Your cheque/
1 The fact was, continued Bob, that Belfast. 2 P.O. should be crossed and made payable to Unit-One !
inorsnc%ﬁ::ﬁtzdwrg(s) :ttllllcl: rlrlxlif:llaggl;nm:?lz : The club is the result of a year’s work by i Sauna Club. =

the committee, with th i i
2;; :::::hf?;c:;}:foiogeggef“}lﬁi Wb : Wise, proprietor of the "Cﬁ'::)av';“w‘fek"t‘l‘]‘e i Name...... .. SSSEE————— [ |
ie for his country, lub is i ion, it wi
then he was uld enough to choose his sex %ye cczml:,au]‘ 35:::! (:;;nl: g:ﬂ’,f (l::? “)";‘ = | 8 e :
partner without fear of discrimination. hat into which the committee had put a 3 T S i
‘. It was still lﬂegal, he reminded mcmbcrs, number of proposed names. ? . ........ l
Or‘flﬁ::: :n;:leﬁ ; lutg hav_ealgaly selx' T e A  RRERERRE SR TR P RN S i
political prcjudic:na cinss(t)clllo’ cga 8;{’ permanently soon, and they say that it will R Ry Sy !
Rolitical ore ga mosexuality. | serve a long-felt need in Belfast and district. | 8§ B i i Rt i T i
o ot pport o s fia | Fot ot icrmaion, comact et | § Membersp: €1 per 12 month. :

\noo e 2k “ e _ Elc;;r;{)slosr: at__6‘_l_;l-1.pper-bfe‘rvt-xe Street, :‘F---ﬂ-,-:-P----_-------‘
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NEEDS
YOU !

Britains largest
homophile organisation
needs your support
if were to end the
injustice metered out
to gay people

Do something positive!!
don't delay!

*JOIN TODAY !

“post to:
CHE,28 Kennedy Street,
Manchester M2 4BG

& min.sub. only ££50

K e

s

Special offer to
our Gay News

customers:—

FREE up to datelist
of clubs to visit at
yvyour destination.

" . T —

New York GAA is on
the verge of bankruptcy

NEW YORK: One of the oldest and best-
known American militant gay organisa-
tions—the Gay Activists Alliance of New
York—is in chaos after the resignation of its
president and an arson-robbery of its head-
quarters building. The resignation and arson
came in the midst of reports that the
organisation was collapsing from near-
bankruptcy.

More than $5000 worth of GAA-owned
equipment was taken from the headquarters,
the Firehouse, by robbers who then started
eight separate fires within the building. Fire
and police investigators believe it may well
have been an inside-job.

President Morty Manford resigned five
days.before the fire and robbery, after GAA
members agreed to cut off his $75 a week
salary and put him on a ‘voluntary basis’. In
the same motion, members also agreed to
lay off the rest of the staff, including its
last office employee and workers at its
Saturday evening dances.

In a letter to A.merican gay newspaper,
the Advocate, Manford disputed reports
that the organisation was on the brink of
bankruptcy. He said he had received dozens

of phone calls from all over the country
with pledges of support.

But others within the organisation have
for some time predicted its death. One
officer is reported to have said that most of
the current leadership intended to resign
before the end of the year.

Only twelve months ago it is said that
the Alliance’s bank accounts contained
somewhere around $10,000. Takings at
their weekly dances usually ran between
$1300 and $1500. The group’s assets stood
at about $9000.

Now, following the theft, 85000 worth
of those assets have been stolen, and the
bank accounts, admits Manford, are down
to $1500. The state of their finances drove
Treasurer Spiegalman to move that the
Alliance declare itself bankrupt at a meeting
of corporate officers, but Manford asked
for the motion to be deferred and no vote
was taken on the proposal.

GAA members have since voted in a new
president, Arthur Goodman, who aims at
the consolidation of GAA programmes and
concentration on political action. He will
serve out the term ending December 31
this year.

Alleged robberies at cottage

LONDON: The Glebelands cottage, situated
in a lay-by on the North Circular Road, near
Finchley, has been the scene of some rather
strange goings-on lately.

One of our readers contacted us and told
us the bizarre story. Apparently, he and a
friend were driving along the North Circular
on Saturday night November 9, and stopped
at the cottage. Our informant went inside to
use the loo, but as there were around 20
people inside decided to leave as it was too
crowded.

He told his friend to take a look inside
and as he was about to enter tae cottage
four masked men appeared from out of the
bushes at the back of the cottage.

The men, who our informant told us
had some form of gun, entered the lavatory
and held up and robbed the men inside. One
man, who was about to enter, realised what
was going on and drove off.

The next thing to happen was the arrival
of about seven police cars. They started

questioning the men leaving the loo, and
our informant assumes that the thieves got
away.

Gay News contacted Finchley police
station and spoke to Insp Brighton, who
was not prepared to give any details of
alleged crimes over the telephone.

So, we then got on to the Press Office at
Scotland Yard.

A press officer rang back a while later to
tell us that the police had been called to
Glebelands at 12.30 on November 10,
following an allegation that a man had been
robbed. He further told us that the police
were also called after midnight on the 9th,
following an allegation that three men had
robbed a man of £1 in the Glebelands
convenience.

So this is a dangerous cottage to visit late
at night on two counts—one, you could get
robbed; and two, the police are bound,.la
be keeping an"eye out there in the near

future.

OES TO THESE 3
DESTINATIONS

WEEKLY THROUGHOUT

THE YEAR
WEEKEND TRIPS

FROM£39. s o INCLUDING

3 NIGHTS GUESTHOUSE ACCOMMODATION,

RETURN FLIGHT,AIRPORT TAXES AND FUEL
SURCHARGE.

THE FIRST CLASS HOTELS NAMED ARE
AVAILABLE AT AT
A SUPPLEMENTARY
CHARGE OF £10.
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_the gIOUDs Suicsrmaimantavt addeIBes

For that special <
date

LONDON: CHE and SMG have published
their own diary for 1975 in association
with Charles Letts.

The diary, a slim pocket job measuring
about 7 inches by 3% inches with a full
calendar month to each double spread, is
covered in black, with the CHE and SMG
logos blocked in gold.

Inside, the first pages contain informa-
tion about the work of the organisations,
with a list of useful names, addresses and
phone numbers. The back pages contain
space for your own favourite names and
numbers, together with a tube map and a
list of railway stations with their phone
numbers to help you get at them more
easily.

The diaries cost 60p each (50p if you
order two or more copies) and you should
send a cheque or postal order made payable
to CHE (not cash) to David Chard, 38
Ridge Avenue, Winchmore Hill, London
N2I' 1AR. So if you're stuck for a
Christmas present . . .

Birth of Bristol
Gay Alliance

BRISTOL: After years of division, local gay
organisations came together recently and
gave birth to the Bristol Gav Alliance.

Representatives ot Gay Liberation Front,
Campaign for Homosexual Equality, the
GaySoc, Equs and the Gay Women’s Group
of the Women's Liberation Movement, met
and agreed to pool resources and effort.
Each group within the Alliance will retain
its own identity and autonomy.

Gay talk-in

Bristol Polytechnic Social Equality
Society (Equs) are hosting a talk-in in the
Great Hall, Unity Street on November 22
at 8pm. This is the first function to arise
out of the Alliance and it is hoped that a
large number of interested people will
attend to listen to the guest speakers and
discuss the meaning of being gay.

Further information is available from

and telephone numbers from our info
section at the back of the paper. )

~ A

Special Christmas

flights also include
Hamburg

UNICH

D

7

/_\\ the easy way ou

All tlights comply with CAA
bonding requirements ATOL 6228
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Cologne, if you can forget the cathedral-
which isn’t exactly easy, as it tends to
make itself seen from every part of the
town-—couldn’t really be described as one
of the most beautiful towns in Europe,
certainly no Amsterdam to look at, and
certainly no longer what it must have
been before the war. Not the best of
rebuilding and urban planning by any
means, and generally just a little bit seedy,
in a most un-Germanic way. But, for me,
that’s exactly what’s so good about it. A
kind of earthiness which makes a gay
weekend fully rewarding and indeed which
attracts the gays away from much more
chichi neighbouring towns like Dusseldorf
and Bonn.

All things in Cologne—and the gay life
is no exception—start at the station. Or
the cathedral, which is almost the same
building. If you've been to any station in
Germany, you’ll know the scene -a mixture
of business boys and genuine travellers.
Incidentally, if you want to take a
breather after using the station facilities,
and you are fed up with pretending to look
in awe at the spires of the cathedral, try
the church to your right, a most spectacular
mixture of gothic and baroque, which
they’ve only just ﬁ‘rhshed meticulously
rebuilding after the war, and in my opinion
the only other great architectural sight in
Cologne.

Then pass the front of the cathedral and
down the main shopping street, the Hohe
Strasse, where to my knowledge therc isn’t
a single gay place (assuming that sex shops
don’t qualify), but where I would enthus-
iastically recommend the HAXENBRAT-
EREI, half way down on the right, for a
good meal. Even if you don’t like pig’s
trotters, sauerkraut and Knodel (those
inimitable German dumplings), you have
to order it just to see the quantities they
serve —and not unreasonably priced, at least
by German standards.

RLLLH e s -
M e
" h | e——

It's when you get to the other end of
Hohe Strasse, by the Kaufhalle department
store, that things get interesting. The gay
world is divided into two, more or less. You
either go left, down the Gurzenichstrasse
towards the Rhine, to famous places like
the Platz Jabbeck, the Alter Markt Stube,
and a whole load of lesser known bars, or
you turn to the right and head along the
Schildergasse, through the Neumarkt,
towards the Rudolfplatz, where, after a

An informal lecture on the iatest technique of
transplanting hair is given on 01-351 0219 each
evening after six-thirty. t is tape-recorded to
avoid embarrassment for men who want to
know about having their existiny hair redistri-
buted to hide male pattern baldness. Per-
manently. The lecture can be telephoned from

your own home. Don’t talk — just listen.

A free brochure, sent by first-class return post,
is also available. Just ring 01-351 0219 during
the day or write or call in to Lilian McShane,
SAUL Trichology Limited, 19 The Gallery,
234 Kings' Road, London SW3.

SAUL Trichology Limited are the sole users of
the highly successful, painless Londintum tech-:
nique. The method was invented in London

and 1s a British break-thuaugh in the Lreatment
of hereditary hair-loss. J
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A View of Cologne

ten-minute walk, you are rewarded with
another ample cluster of gay bars--and the
notorious sauna bath, which, being to my
mind Cologne's greatest treasure, I'll save
to the end of the article. At the latest count
there were something like twenty-five gay
bars in Cologne--not as thick on the ground
as supermarkets yet, by a long shot, but a
good improvement on England. Liverpool,
with roughly equal population, has—how
many is it?—five or so.

Enough said! Left at the Kaufhalle
department store and down towards the
Rhine. On your left, in the Grosse Sand-
kaul, is the MONTE CRISTO, at No 24.
Ideal if you like low lights and, I'm afraid,
solitude. Worth a visit, nonetheless, if only
to see the fine surrealist murals. The barmen
aren’t too bad, either, and they’re certainly
not surreal. Further down on the right is
the STADTKRUG, a wee bit chic, but
usually plenty of people there, and fairly
friendly. When you reach the Heumarkt
(don’t confuse with the Neumarkt), go left,
heading back towards the cathedral. On
your left a short way along is Huhnergasse,
and the KARUSSEL, with pompons on the
lampshades and thunderous, lilting German

pop songs. Great -if you go for that sort of

’erse . 1 don’t.

At the end of Huhnergasse, which is
only about two houses long, you will
undoubtedly notice a small (or, at the
weekend, big) thicket of motorbikes. Yes,
of course, you've found it. The PLATZ
JABBEK. And here it hurts me to say |
can tell you little else, because there’s
always a handsome young gentleman from
the SS on the door demanding to see your
‘Ausweis’ (pass), which | guess means that
there must be a few square feet of leather
covering some part of your anatomy
before you can get in. For further informa-
tion on the Platz Jabbek, try London’s
Motor Sports Club.

Just a bit further on, on the left side of
the Alter Markt, is the ALTER MARKT
STUBE, which is big, busy, fairly unpre-
tentious, and just that exciting little bit
rough. No doubt many of you will tear up
your Gay News in horror when you see it,
but all I can say is each to their own, and
I've had more success there than any-
where else in Cologne, outside the sauna
bath.

. If you're one of those perverted gays
like 'myself who enjoys the company of
hets, just for a change, it may be worth

your crossing over the Alter Markt and

aisappeasing into that multitude of narrow
lanes alongside the Rhine, where antique
shops and little restaurants line the road,
and where the crowds in the packed bars
spill out onto the pavement. Yes, that’s
right, it’s a kind of mini-Chelsea- ordo |
mean Blackpool? In Salzgasse, the hets
seem to have made a take-over bid for the
OLD COLOGNE, which certainly used to
be gay. Still, let’s be fair, we've got to leave
them somewhere to go, poor souls. There
are undoubtedly quite a few more gay bars
around this area. | seem to remember going
to one or two at that time of night when
too much beer makes me forget names
very easily, so I suggest having a look round
for yourself. You never know what you
might find.

Going the other way from the Hohe
Strasse, it might be best to start from the
Rudolfplatz itself, on the South side of
which is the PIMPERNEL—supposedly
Cologne’s number-one gay spot. That is, if
we are to believe the Spartacus Gay Guide,
and who would ever doubt that, 1 ask? Well,
1 have to admit I've definitely seen worse.
It’s fairly large, tarted up like a log cabin
(the funny ideas modern interior designers
have!) with a dance floor at one end. The
barmen are well trained, taught to ask you
your'Christian name if you’re new, and
they never forget it afterwards, which is
awfully good for your ego, even if itis a
sales trick. It’s a good social centre too. If
you've ever met anyone in Cologne and had
a good time, then lost their phone number,
as one usually does in these situations, sit
it out.for an evening in the Pimpernel. Odds
on he’ll pop in at some stage.

Heading North, along the Hohenzollern-
ring, the first crossing is the Neue Maast-
richterstrasse (which even Germans can’t
pronounce) to your left, and the Ehren-
strasse to your right. Both important names.
The first, because in it there are a couple of
clubs which are very much for the early
hours when you’ve done all the other bars.
For that very reason I can only remember
the name of one of them, the WHY NOT?,
which is the only place in Germany where
I've seen a drag show. An absolutely vast
number, she was, and considering the bar
itself was so small, audience participation
was the rule. Inevitably a good fifty per-
cent of her jokes were about our poor,
much maligned monarch, who was apparently
a great friend of hers—''meine Freundin,
die Queen von England™ she tittered with
great relish and everybody fell about.

Personally; I think I've heard that line
somewhere before. And then, of course,
some kindhearted anglophile had to tell
her the fatal secret of my nationality, and
there we were - Stevie in the spotlights. No
use protesting that | was Welsh--that only
provoked her to turn on the works about
another friend of hers, somebody called
‘“‘die Prinzessin Charles.”” Anyway, if you
don’t think that lot is really your cup of
tea, don’t worry too much, as you won’t
find it easy to get in the place. It’s
members only.

The other street I mentioned is import-
ant because there, at No 80-82, is the sauna
bath itself, called for some reason LE
MISTRAL. Be careful not to miss it as it

| has just a modest door, without any lighted

signs. squashed next to a snack bar. Now,

| what I like about this sauna is not just the

obvious, but the fact that it has all the

best facilities as well, with plenty of space
in the sauna room, good showers, a tele-
vision room , and a not unreasonably priced
bar with seating space arranged as a kind of
series of large steps, so that everybody can
lounge around and let themselves be well
examined as they read copies of Don or

Du und Ich (nothing more spicy than that
to read, I’m afraid). There are comfortable-
and lockable—rest rooms downstairs, which
are of course short in number, which can
only be a good thing, forcing overcrowding.
Then, finally, there’s a mysterious ladder
beside the bar, disappearing up into the
ceiling-or is it heaven? Anyway, that’s the
famous cockloft of Cologne, and it lives up
to its name in every way. What more need
be said, except that you would be well
advised before you go up there to sit in a
quiet corner and shut your eyes for five
minutes. It concentrates the mind, heightens
the sense of touch, and, of course, helps you

see much better in the dark.

I know that there’s much more to
Cologne than the few places I've mentioned.
But the bit that I know is good enough for
me-—freedom from harassment, no exploita-
tion, something of the same atmosphere as
Amsterdam. Problems no doubt still exist,
but they’'re a good deal further advanced in
Cologne than we are. I always come back to
England with the same feeling as when |
come back from Amsterdam, after tasting
the pleasures of freedom—if we gays don’t
get it together and fight, Britain is going to
become one of the world’s biggest convents.

Stephen Jones
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5/13 CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM

Awarded ‘Best Gay Club in Europe’
by Spartacus International Gay Guide

Free Membership and Free Admission all week.
Friday & Saturday 50p.
Cheap drinks on Friday and Saturday.
Cabaret Friday — Free supper every Wednesday.

Nottingham

—

s

ﬂ

|

ORPINGTON 23471

SOUL ROCKER
Mobile
Discotheque

TOP D}

CLUBS

LICENSED PREMISES
COMPERE/RESIDENT D
PARTIES

* * *

LIGHT SHOW
ULTIMATE SOUNDS

* * *
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