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WE pay for THEIR marriages
We pay higher taxes so that the state can dole out marriage allowances 
to heterosexual couples.

WE feed and clothe THEIR children
The large majority of homosexuals are childless, yet our taxes are 
freely spent on family allowances.

WE pay for THEIR housing
We pay rates towards council housing, but when it comes to alloca­
tion, gay couples have no priority. Het couples first is the rule.

WE educate THEIR children
We pay rates and taxes to educate their children at school. And the 
only subject that isn't taught? You guessed.

WE pay for THEIR police
Again, through rates and taxes, we pay for a police force to enforce 
discriminatory criminal laws against us (age of consent 21, etc). And 
where are the police when the queer-bashers get to work?

WE pay for THEIR reading
Our rates provide straight papers and magazines for libraries. How 
many stock Sappho, Quorum, Gay News?

There is one exclusive state benefit gays get in return — see Editorial 
page 2.
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Social
Contract

We tried to be fair. We sat down and racked our brains 
trying to come up with some kind of state benefit 
which was available exclusively to gay people, in the 
same way that the benefits on the front cover are 
available exclusively to heterosexuals (or to gay people 
when they behave like heterosexuals by marrying or 
having children). The only one that occurred to us was 
National Health treatment to ‘cure' us of our homo­
sexuality. That doesn't add up to much in terms of a 
social contract.

We are not demanding, however, that the same benefits 
should be extended to gay people-tax relief for gay couples, 
or family allowances which reward childless gays for relieving 
the population crisis.

What we are trying to demonstrate is both the desirability 
of, and the urgent need for. cultural diversity within our large 
population. A single moral code may have some relevance for 
a small group-an extended family, a tribe-but it serves merely 
to suffocate the individuality and personal potential of a 
heterogeneous mass of sixty million people.

Women and gays are more aware than most of the stunting 
effect of ‘social norms'. Every woman who is afraid to seek 
independence, every gay who is afraid to come out, is demon­
strating her or his awareness of the lines over which gays and 
women must not step if they are to remain ‘socially acceptable'. 
Some people are fortunate enough to have the personal strength 
to over-step the mark. But provided not too many do so, then 
society is still able to cling to its prejudice and dismiss them as 
freaks, the lunatic fringe. And meanwhile the less fortunate 
have to contort their lives to fit in with social expectations, 
rather than develop their own personalities according to their 
individual consciences.

Nov 2 rally
This, one hopes, will be the spirit in which thousands of 

people gay. het, male, female, middle class, working class will 
attend the Trafalgar Square rally on November 2. Not only is 
that rally challenging the present anti-homosexual laws of 
Parliament, but it is challenging the underlying principle that 
for a society to operate successfully, all members of that 
society should strive to conform to the single standard of the 
heterosexual, white, middle-class. Christian male. Such a 
principle would be unjust on many even if it were a majority 
code. But the heterosexual etc male is a minority figure whose 
standards are daily enforced on the majority.

Such a situation is intolerable-and will not be tolerated 
when individuals seriously question it for themselves.

Small cracks have appeared in the edifice. The Christian 
ideal rings hollow for an increasing number of people. Laws 
enacted or in the process of enactment are taking the worst 
excesses out of the bitter oppression of black people and 
women. To some extent, the Sexual Offences Act of 1967 
represented a small victory over the total and absolute 
abhorrence of the homosexual. But for all that, the principle 
of one-code morality remains as strong as ever. As the popula­
tion grows, however slowly, so the number of people excluded 
from society increases. And so does the suffering caused by 
a monolithic ethical code.

Permissiveness
The permissive society-fact or fiction-reflects the battle 

ground on which these conflicting attitudes are being fought. 
So unthinking and single-minded are the evangelists of the 
one-code society that their abilities to experience and analyse 
appear to break down to the point where they are unable, for 
example, to distinguish between permissiveness and licentious­
ness, between selfishness and unselfishness, and between 
countless other attributes of types of behaviour which fall 
outside their one-code system.

Why such single-minded devotion in the first place? It may 
simply be a combination of fear and idleness; fear that other 
people will not only behave differently from themselves, but 
a fear that those other people would try to impose their own 
standards on themselves (an understandable fear since they 
are determined to impose their own standards on us, and 
cannot understand how we should wish to do anything other 
than impose our ways on them); and idleness because it 
requires of them an effort of imagination to accept the 
validity of any other approach to everyday living.

For all their protestations of concern for others, what their 
position boils down to is an insistence that everyone else 
should subscribe to their chosen morality so that they may 
themselves lead comfortable and cosy lives, despite the fact 
that their comfort is being paid for by the anguish of others. 
The one-code system would collapse overnight were it not for 
a religious cult of selfishness which its proponents share.

A social contract has no value if it is not for the good of 
the whole of society. Such contracts as exist at present serve 
the interests of a minority alone and expressly exclude the 
aspirations of anyone outside that minority. A social contract 
must be, in the most unselfish way. permissive, offering a 
choice to all.

k And that is what November 2 is all about.

News Number 57 ' ' ...

Gey Never welcomes letters from its readers 
on any subject of special interest to homo­
sexuals. including comment on items pub­
lished in GN. Owing to space limitations, 
please keep your letter as short as possible 
1200 words maximum). Letters must be 
signed, but the writer's name and address 
yell be withheld if the writer requests it 
Send to: Your Letters. Gay News. 62a 
Chiswick High Road. London W4 1SY. 
Mb regret that we cannot acknowledge 
receipt of letters. GN cannot forward 
letters to correspondents unless stated. 
Letters for inclusion in GN58 must be 
received by first post on Tuesday. 
October 29.

Gay couple replies
As the gay couple quoted in your article on 
page 2 of issue 56. we do indeed suggest 
that as many gays as possible should make 
their views known to the Church of Eng­
land working party, both in and out of gay 
organisations Consultation with the Albany 
Trust is not enough (see GN55). We don't 
claim to be unique, nor to be the fount of 
ail wisdom and neither, we are sure, do the 
gay organisations, though we fully agree 
they need the support of every gay in ttie 
country. You have attributed attitudes to 
us which, tn fact, we do not hold

The main points of our letter to the 
Church Times were that Christian people 
especially ought to give a lead in showing 
tolerance and understanding and that there 
was a danger that the working party, by 
consulting doctors and sociologists could 
produce a report which would only further 
the present negative attitudes of the 
Church's official teaching on the subject 
of sex.

It was for us a coming out to write to 
the Church Times even though it is a paper 
with a limited readership, a readership 
generally ignorant of homosexuality, as 
the other letter printed quoting St Paul 
showed. We had hoped to stimulate general 
discussion in its columns and although this 
has not occurred so far, we have had many 
letters of support It is saddening that the 
only sour note should have been expressed 
in your leading article.
Ian Lester & Alan J Wilcox 
London SW1

Sequin symbols?
The Guardian reported Gay Liberation 
member Don Milligan telling the British 
Medical Association Congress at Bradford 
University recently that "We don't like ’he 
way you talk about us as abhorrent." but 
also reported that Don was "c >ssed in 
tights and a long blue slit legged velvet 
dress, embroidered with sequins."

In the 18th century. Robert Burns had 
this to say to a louse

O wad some Pow'r the giftie gie us 
to see oursels as others see us.

It wad free mony a blunder free us. 
And foolish notion.

Like so many in Gay Liberation. Don 
appears blind to. or will not see the 
possibility that others do not see him as 
he wishes to be seen. Will he use these 
columns to enlighten us as to how he 
wishes himself to be seen? Was his clothing 
symbolic, and if so of what? To the 
reporter and his editor a massage came 
across, but not I think the one intended 
by Don.

To be a symbol, such apparel requires 
general consent as naturally typifying 
something. If that something is the homo­
sexual then it is a matter of concern for all 
homosexuals. If one the other hand it is 
intended for a sub-group of homosexuals, 
perhaps those enlightened by a Marx 
orientated conversion experience, then it 
is for that sub-group to live out their 
message and for the world, and the re­
mainder of homosexuals to know the 
difference.
DH. London W11
(Full name withheld by request)

Irresponsible fathen
I feel I must write a reply to Richard's letter 
in GN56 ( It's not easy'). I get sick and 
tired of reading about married homo­
sexual men who forsake wife and children 
because of their own gayness Are they so 
irresponsible? They all certainly seem to 
be filled with self pity. The decision to get 
married at all was theirs, even though they 
knew they were gay. and if the result of 
that decision was the birth of children then 
surely this is enough in itself for them to 
act responsibly towards them. As Richard 
mentioned it is nearly always the wife and 
children who suffer but this seems 
secondary to the father finding happiness.

I remember reading in an early edition 
of GN a very angry letter from the wife of 
a homosexual man who had been deserted 
by her husband. She was very bitter towards 
homosexuals. My sympathy was with her, 
she had been left alone to care for her 
children. The letter was headed ’She Found 
Out Too Late' but I think it should have 
been ’He Found Out Too Late

I must add that I am married and have 
a family, so I do understand the situation. 
I still say that the happiness of children 
should come before my own happiness. 
Harry Manning ,
London E9

Gay politics
Congratulations on your sincere and well 
written pro-Socialist editorial in GN55. 
Unfortunately several proTory gays in the 
Stockport pub where I buy this paper say 
they won't buy GN again because a gay 
paper has no riqht to be political. They're 
hypocrites, for if the editorial had been 
proTory they'd have though it was great

I believe that every newspaper is 
political to some degree and I fail to see 
vtfty gay papers should be different.

If gay Tones want a gay Tory paper 
they should get together and put in the 
hard work, long hours, emotional and 
financial strain which the original collective 
did to get GN off the ground 
David Pottenger.
Levenshulme. Manchester 19

NCCL a strong ally
We were extremely pleased to see m GN54 
that Portsmouth CHE is proposing a work 
mg link up with the local National Council 
of Civil Liberties, since we believe that the 
NCCL can be one of our strongest allies m 
the struggle for gay liberation.

However, we have to disagree with the 
statement made that the proposed link-up 
will be the first of its kind in the country 
GLF in the North East took a leading part 
in the formation of the NCCL groups in 
Newcastle and Durham earlier this year 
We now have very close cooperation with 
both groups and GLF is heavily represented 
on both group Committees.

We hope that group* in other parts of 
the country may feel able to work closely 
with NCCL local groups.
Mike Barnes, Newcastle Upon Tyne OLF

Church pressure stops ad
Although our new CHF. group has been id 
existence for only four weeks, our mem 
bership of 12 has shot up to over 60. The 
gfeatest response has been from an ad 
vertisement placed in the local free news 
paper. Unfortunately, the newspaper has 
received complaints, mainly from the con­
gregation of two Harlow churches, which 
resulted in the paper's Sales Manager Mr 
D Westcott refusing to accept further ads.

After having such close contact with 
Mr Westcott we naturally feel upset as 
neither the Harlow Gazette or Observer 
would carry anything but a small personal 
column advert and we have a large com­
mercial disco plus cabaret arranged for 
Friday 29th November to raise urgently 
needed funds, for which we planned to 
place block adverts

However, with so many now members 
our Monday evenings and other events are 
well supported. If you wish to contact , 
CHE locally please use tire address below 
or phone 0279 27187.
Tony Hunt. Convenor, 
Bishop's Stortford (East Herts) CHE Group, 
292 Willowfield. Harlow, Essex.

Carry on camping
Readers of GN may be surprised and per­
haps not amused at the entries given under 
"Getting Help- Homosexuality" in the 
1975 issue of Nicholson's London Student 
Diary (p 92)

In addition to listing such archaic 
entries as the Albany Trust's Shaftesbury 
Avenue address as well as Bethnal Rouge, 
included also are entries entitled 'Inter 
national Camping* and Tent City'. We 
learn that these provide accommodation 
in tents-all nationalities welcome.

Just what goes on in those tents I'd be 
delighted to know!
David Porter 
Southampton

Gay rock
I read with much interest your article on 
gay rock music in GN53 (or rather the lack 
of it), as for some time I have tried to start 
a gay rock band, most people are very 
uncertain of the idea that such a band 
would work. However, if there are any gay 
musicians around (who are into Led 
Zeppelin and Johnny Winter rather than 
Lira Minelli) who would like to form a 
bend with me. please write. How about it? 
Fabian Kwaet, 39 Elm Park Mansion*, 
Park Walk. London SW3

Not welcome
Using the GN Mini Guide I have visited 
many pubs and clubs on my travel*, and 
usually have been made welcome in a short 
space of time But recently two gay friends 
and myself visited the only gay pub listed 
in GN for York, the York Arm*.

Silence descended as we entered the 
pub. blank stares turned in our direction 
and gave us the once over. No warm wel­
come and no response to our efforts to 
start a conversation, for we were outsiders 
to the clique and were made to feel it.

When out for the night I wear a touch 
of eye shadow and in all the pub* and 
dubs I have visited no objections have 
arisen. The landlord of the York Arms 
approached me with some tissues and 
requested I wipe off the eye shadow for 
in his words. "It might offend my 
NORMAL customers."

Stunned. I did as I was bid and the 
three of us sat quietly chatting When we 
ordered more drinks, we were informed by 
the landlord's wife that she was refusing us 
service and suggested that we leave as our 
sort were not welcome there. This was 
told to us in a very loud voice which 
embarrassed us in front of the entire pub.

We left forming the conclusion that the 
York Arms is gay as long as you don't act 
gay. ana you must put on a false front and 
act "normal " to be welcome. If the York 
gays have only the York Arms to go to they 
have all my sympathy.
Dave Moor*. Scarborough

Homophobia: 'problem' or \ 
'disease'?
I am indebted to Drs Weinberg and Norton 
for adding the word "homophobia to my 
vocabulary. The discussion on prejudice in 
GN56 was one of the most illuminating 
and thought provoking that I have read for 
some time

However. I think it is wrong to trlk in 
terms of a disease. Physical diseases and 
abnormalities are relatively easy to define, 
but. in the context of mental health, there 
is always the temptation for a therapist to 
call abnormal or diseased what he finds 
socially inconvenient or distasteful. Psy­
chiatrists and clinical psychologists have 
traditionally taken this attitude towards 
homosexuality, with consequence* we all 
deplore.

I agree that fear of homosexuality is 
both irrational and undesirable, but. surety, 
it is only the province of the psycho­
therapist when a patient actually com­
plains that this problem is interfering with 
the normal course of his life and seeks pro­
fessional help to overcome it Otherwise, 
however deep-rooted it may be. it i* a 
social problem, on a par with racial and 
class prejudice.
David Alwyn Thomas. Llanishen. Cardiff

Best only good enough
I liked Marsaili Cameron’s discussion of gay 
literature (GN54). it contained formula­
tions as precise as anything I've seen on the 
topic But in one sentence I feel she sells 
herself (and the subject) short 'Most 
novels gay people read for th* sam* 
reasons as everybody else .. (but) geys 
read novels about homosexuality for 
different and non literary reasons."

What I wonder i* a literary reason’ 
Certainly. I read gay fiction subjectively 
and passionately and probably more 
indulgently than I do het literature. But 
when I sit down to read a gey novel, or ■ 
poem. I also expect a lot from it. I want it 
to show me as much as possible of what I 
know and feel and see in life, and to be as 
deep and delicate as the best of what's 
been written before.

And if gay literature can't do that, if 
the texture of gay life isn't sufficiently 
dense and rich for that to happen (and it 
may be so), then dammit write about the 
limitations, because there's mystery and 
intensity enough there.

We should be as gay liberations about 
our art as our lives, settling for not less 
than the best in both.
Andy Dvosin, New York City

Gays and their jobs
I am a journalist and Forum magazine has 
asked me to write an article on gays and 
their jobs.

I'd like to interview anyone-especially 
policemen, social workers, hospital staff, 
teachers, politicians and members of the 
Forces-who is gay and is in the type of 
job where it may be difficult to come out.

If anyone is willing to be interviewed, 
they should phone me on 01-603 3126 or 
01-385 6181 ext 34. or write to me at the 
address below. Absolute anonymity, of 
course, goes without saying.

Thanks to GN and its readers in 
anticipation of their help.
Ms LD Robinson. 44 8tanwick Mansions. 
8tanwick Road. London W14.

'Trespassing beyond the 
boundaries'
Here's an interesting quote which accords 
with esoteric teachings, but was said by 
Otto Rank. Freud's pupil and protege, to 
Anais Nin (Diaries. Vol I. edited by Gunter 
Stuhlmann)

"To explain homosexuality by 
identification with the mother for the man. 
or with the father for the woman, is not 
enough There is in it a trespassing beyond 
the boundaries by which creation is 
expressed a dominating energy which 
expands to fecundate on a plane which is 
difficult to apprehend and which bears 
small relationship to ordinary sexual 
activity."

To find this written in the coldish and 
very physiological climate of the early 
1930 s is a fascinating discovery-and by 

-such a somewhat unlikely authority ...
Ivor Powell, London

Transsexual and gay cooperation
In response to Rictor Norton's review of 
Richard Green's Sexual Identity Conflict 
(GN55). I should like to take the oppor­
tunity to state that the "moral and physical 
disgust at homosexuality" which might 
have been suggested by transsexuals 
referred to in the article is not held in 
common by all transsexuals, juet as the 
disgust held by some homosexuals for 
transsexuals is not held by gays in general. 
Nor does it represent the views of the 
Transsexual Action Organization.

For while there is clearly a distinction 
between gay and transsexual (as there is 
between transsexual and transvestite) and 
whilst animosity exists between gays and 
Ts, TAO will defend gay rights and seeks 
cooperation with the gay movement where 
possible.

May I add to the criticism of Richard 
Green by referring readers to his Trans­
sexualism and Sex Reassignment in which 
he suggests that female-to-male trans­
sexuals "don't really exist" and that they 
"grow out of it." I. for one. have not (and 
do not intend to). As with gays, trans­
sexuals who "grow out of it" have simply 
been forced to do so by social pressures.

B Stothard, National Organiser, 
Transsexual Action Organisation, 
c/o Peace Centra. 18, Moor Street, > 
Queensway. Birmingham 4___________/
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and the right to display affection publicly 
in the same way as heterosexuals, holding 
hands in the street, for example.

The rally is the first to be organised on 
an all-British basis. In England and Wales 
it has been arranged by the Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality and the Gay Libera­
tion Front, in Scotland by the Scottish 
Minorities Group, and in Northern Ireland 
and Eire by the Union for Sexual Freedom 
in Ireland.

Posters, banners and placards are being 
made in London-if readers will volunteer 
to help. A Paint in' has been arranged for 
Sunday October 27 at 2.00pm at CHELIC, 
22 Great Windmill Street, Wl. Volunteers 
arc asked to bring sheets of cardboard, 
strips of wood, old sheets, brushes and 
paints. Please try to help.

For those who get stranded in Scotland 
and Ireland and cannot afford to make the 
journey to London, a letter is being 
presented at the Scottish Office in Edin­
burgh on the same day, and a demonstration 
is being held in Coleraine by the Irish 
movement.

It has been suggested that everyone who 
intends going should try to bring two 
friends-doesn't matter if they are gay or 
het, as long as they are peopid!

LONDON: The big build up for Europe's 
largest-ever gay rally on Saturday Novem­
ber 2nd is well under way. Trafalgar Square 
has been booked, the police have approved 
the route, press releases are piling high in 
Fleet Street offices, gay groups all over 
Britain have booked coaches for the day 
to take them to London, and David Cassicy 
has been asked to speak from the platform, 
along with a number of MPs and gay 
activists.

There has been a slight alteration in the 
plans for the rally since we published 
details last issue. People should now 
assemble in Trafalgar Square at 2.00 in 
time for the speeches which begin at 2.30. 
After the speeches are over, there will be 
a short march down Whitehall to Number 10 
Downing Street, then on to the Embank­
ment where the rally will disperse.

Leaflets about the march are to be 
handed out at gay pubs on the Friday night 
before the demonstration, and sent out 
with London subscribers' copies of Gay 
News.

Four demands are being made by the 
organisers an equal age of consent, the 
legalisation of homosexuality in Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, justice for members 
of the armed forces and the merchant navy. 

about gay pubs, 
who is liable to help- 

should give the Switchboard a ring. And 
Derek hopes that Irish gays will be forth­
coming with funds, as well.

The Switchboard is not affiliated to 
any gay organisation, is completely 
voluntary and non-profit-making and will 
not be begging for subscriptions. But, of 
course, a certain amount of money is 
going to be needed to keep the service in 
operation, and Derek hopes this will come 
from those interested or who have been 
helped by the service.

Derek told us that the reason the 
service has received no publicity is that 
none of the Irish papers will run an article 
about its opening or take advertisements 
either. But he has not given up. I have 
been telephoning the local papers every 
day," he said. This sort of prejudice is 
the last thing that a group of people needs 
when their only aim is to help and inform 
the gays of Ireland.

The Switchboard, by the way, is not 
a befriending or counselling agency, but 
the team is in contact with sympathetic 
doctors and social workers and will be 
able to refer gays, if necessary, to people 
they think will be able to help.

And that telephone number again 
Portadown (0762) 36641.

information on the gay scene for the 
whole of Ireland.

Gay Switchboard (Ulster) was launched 
three weeks or so ago with little or no 
publicity. Derek Boyce, who has set up 
the information service, told Gay News 
that he intends to operate a similar service 
to that of the London Switchboard, which 
will cover all Ireland.

As it is being run from Northern Ire­
land, however, he expects that most of the 
enquiries will come from gays in the 
North. And, as we have reported before, 
the Irish Gay Rights Movement in Dublin 
is supposed to be inaugurating a switch­
board in Eire soon.

But until then. GS (Ulster) hopes to 
cope with all calls about the Irish gay 
scene.

At the moment, the service, which 
operates from 6pm until midnight every 
day, is being run by Derek and three 
helpers. But this hard-working team needs 
more volunteers. The Switchboard has four 
lines into the Portadown number and to 
keep the phones operating, of course, means 
that the entire team has to work every 
night.

Another area in which the team needs 
help is that of information. Any gays who

LONDON: The two candidates of most 
particular interest to gay readers in the 
recent general election both lost their 
deposits on polling day. Malcolm Great­
banks, standing for Lambeth Norwood 
constituency as a Gay (Homosexual) 
Liberation Front candidate, received 223 
votes (0.7% of votes cast), and Dr Una 
Kroll, standing for Sutton and Cheam 
constituency as a Women's Rights Cam­
paign candidate, received 298 votes (0 65% 
of votes cast).

Gay News spoke to Dr Kroll at her 
campaign headquarters on the morning of 
the election, and asked her how she had 
found the campaign personally. "Oh, 
chaotic. But all the legwork has been very 
healthy. I've lost some weight -about 
four pounds- which I can well afford to 
lose. There hasn't been much time to 
think, though. That's my big problem. I 
would have liked more time to do some 
proper thinking, some preparatory thinking 
before we got going because it was rather 
rushed. However, it's been a very good 
apprenticeship."

We put it to her that males always seem 
to sense their supremacy is being threatened 
by women’s movements. How had she been 
able to explain that women’s rights were 
of as much benefit to men as to women?

“It's a very practical way that I've tried 
to spell it out. For instance, one of our 
points is flexible pensions and retirement 
age. We feel that men have such an enormous 
pressure put on them during life to get to 
the top, to be a good provider, to be a 
Super-Duper Masculine Man, and in the end 
he dies before he ever gets to pension age. 
We're really saying- why not have different 
attitudes altogether to what men and 
women are, and think about them as 
people and as persons. So that a man need 
not feel a failure if he doesn't want to get 
to the top and I believe that a lot of people 
don’t that he need not feel a failure if he 
wants to retire at 60 perhaps and take up 
art or something. OK on a slightly smaller 
pension.”

She also wants men to receive equal 
perks once women receive equal pay. "If 
you work on the London Underground, for 
instance, then as a man, your wife and 
children have free travel. If you’re a woman 
working on the Underground, only you get 
free travel. Your husband and children don't 
get it.”
Rigid society

Where did this sort of attitude stem 
from, in her opinion?

"Well, society sets up structures which 
it finds extremely difficult to change round 
without the help of the law. People say ‘It's 
always been that way.’ You are brought up 
from a very early age with a certain pattern 
of attitudes to what is proper, how you 
should behave if you're a boy, how you 
should behave if you’re a girl.

“And that’s a very deep thing which 
many of us spend part of our young adult 
life finding out isn’t really true, isn't really 
being ourselves. But by the time that you've 
found that out, you’re already sucked into 
the system, and the system is so geared 
that still the woman is held to be the 
dependant of a man under all circum­
stances the church reinforces it, the state 
reinforces it, the tax system reinforces it, 
the laws reinforce it. So we have to remove 
a lot of barriers which will enable people 
to say, "No, 1 want to live like this,' and 
then we will change."

Hut how many people, we wondered.

actually do question the patterns of be­
haviour expected of them as men or women?

“Well, sitting in the surgery as a doctor, 
and watching people, I find it's true for a 
much greater proportion than we generally 
think. For instance we think of homo­
sexuality as affecting 10% of the male 
population and 4% of the female population. 
Those are the sort of statistics we have 
compiled. But sitting in the surgery that's 
not what I hear. I hear about role identity 
confusion, I hear about bisexual relation­
ships, 1 hear about feelings of not fifing in, 
coming from a much greater proportion of 
people."

Was this as true of men as of women? 
Men. after all, are given the dominant role, 
the privileged role. Shouldn’t it be easier 
for them to be satisfied with their role?

“It's much more difficult than you 
would think. I see them going through the 
adolescent turmoil, then 1 see them con­
forming, and then, somewhere about 35 
to 40, people find they can’t conform and 
that they've gone against everything they 
held important as a young person in order 
to be wanted, liked, needed and so on.

“And it doesn't work. And at that stage 
again that's where breakdown, change of 
career, dropouts do occur. Well, personally, 
I'm glad when the rebellion happens and 
I’m sad when conformity takes over. What's 
interesting is that in the last five years I’ve 
found people much more able to conform 
with part of society, just to earn enough, 
but to use a large part of their lives to do 
what they want to do, which seems to me 
to be wholly good. And it is happening. 
But slowly. It has to be edged on.”

Unhappily for the Mother of Parlia­
ments, the voters proved again (if proof 

'is still needed) that at general elections it 
is the political parties which get the votes, 
and not the most worthwhile candidate.
GLF campaign

Polling night at Lambeth Town Hall was 
a sight for sore eyes with most of Malcolm 
Greatbank’s GLF counting agents turning 
out in drag- much to the apparent honor 
of Conservative candidate Miss (rather than 
Ms) DB Hancock.

After the result was announced, candi­
dates spoke in turn to the gathered audience. 
“First," said Malcolm, “1 would like to 
thank my dear friends who have helped me 
in this campaign, especially Sue Wakeling 
my agent. Not only do they get my thanks, 
but my deep love.

“1 stood at this election to draw 
attention to the fact that when people 
organise they can defeat their own oppres­
sion and they can choose to live their own 
lives as they see fit without disturbing the 
right or other people to do the same thing.

“1 am the only openly homosexual 
candidate in this election. Yet we all know 
that I would not have been the only homo­
sexual in Parliament if I had got there. Later 
this year, the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality is putting forward a Bill for 
changing the law relating to sexual behav­
iour. 1 wonder if any of the elected mem­
bers this evening will support it. And if 
they don’t, I shall want to know why.”

He finished his speech by leading his 
friends in the familiar chant 'Give us a G , 
which was followed by boisterous applause.

US council—persons'
LOS ANGELES: It is interesting to note 
that the Los Angeles City Council - trying 
to remove the stigma of sex from the titles 
of city jobs has voted to rename council­
men "council-persons.” 

Gt A candidate Malcolm Greatbanin (left) with acting returning officer and other candidates.

November 2
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Page 4 News
Changing attitudes
to sexuality

CARPETS EX~ EXHIBITION

(Ideal Home/Olympia/Film Sets)

20p

Britain's First

GAY SWITCHBOARD

Ol_837 7324
(2 LINES)

What, When, How, Where.

Let us 
pray

Your hot-line 
to the gay community.

Taking the moderate line was also 
advocated by John Gray, chief assistant in 
Radio BBC Scotland, who spoke on ‘The 
role of the media*.

He stated that the BBC did not set high 
moral standards among its employees it 
just relied on the consensus of popular 
opinion.

The problems of homosexuality, Mr 
Gray thought, were one of the legitimate 
conflicts to be dealt with in drama. It was 
difficult however. "Unless you show that 
homosexuality includes full physical re­
lationships, then you are only skimming 
over the surface."

There was no definite ruling within the 
BBC on the treatment of homosexuality in 
broadcasts. “The media will treat your 
problem as seriously as any other,” he 
concluded.

During the break for coffee the assembly 
split into groups to decide on questions to 
put to the morning's speakers.

Most gays in the audience were opposed 
to the views expressed about taking a 
moderate line. It was the general feeling of 
those attending that there would be very 
little gay consciousness today had it not 
been for the early radical actions of the 
Gay Liberation Front.
Bradford zap

The Bradford zap was also exampled as 
a case where a get-tough policy could reap 
rich rewards.

The afternoon began with a talk by 
Janette Husband, secretary of the Carlisle 
Council of Social Service, on ‘The com­
munity and the establishment*.

She told her audience that the role of 
the social worker could play a great part in 
changing attitudes to sexuality.

Speaking of the prejudice that surrounds 
us in society, she said that infants were 
nurtured on these very prejudices. And 
those working in the social services, by and 
large, adhered to the ways of society.

“But if all minority groups linked, then 
we would outweigh the majority,” she said.

She spoke of the different ways to 
approach changing the establishment. If 
you took the radical approach then you 
were labelled as a troublemaker. However, 
if you did it in the correct way, then you 
always fell foul of the complexity of the 
bureaucratic system. “They can always do 
the fault finding," she said.

Ms Husband said that the only hope of 
getting help from social services was from 
community workers, operating in private 
agencies.

She explained that she was such a person 
and added: “We are not held down by 
bureaucracy.”

Speaking of the “lunatic fringe” 
discussed at length during the morning, 
Janette said that this was not at all feared 
by the establishment. It was the people who 
conformed but who then asked pertinent 
questions “these are the ones who frighten 
the establishment."

A panel discussion ended the day. The 
speakers were joined by Brian Mahoney, 
head of documentaries and features, STV 
and John Bcllshaw, the Deputy Director of 
the Dundee Corporation Social Work Dept.

John Bellshaw told the meeting that his 
department had the SMG's telephone 
number and any gay person whom he did 
not think he could help was referred to 
SMG. The problem within his department, 
he added, was that homosexuals had a very 
low priority.

Tlie day was constructive, well-organised 
and resulted in some intelligent and informa­
tive discussion taking place. However, it 
was unfortunate that SMG did not receive 
the support from Scottish gays that it 
certainly deserved.

In the evening a disco was held in the 
Inverbruar Hotel, Dundee.

9.00am — 6.00pm Early closing Monday
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 8.00pm

Our home advisory service is as near as your telephone: 
01-579 2323

Half a million pounds worth of new carpets, bedding, and 
furniture in stock. Vast selection. Tretford Cord half price. 
Immediate delivery or cash & carry. Fitting within days.

Expert mail order service. Estimates free.

CLAP. 
Don't give it 

a hand.

Gay club 
knifing

DUNDEE: On reflection, the title of SMG's 
third annual conference ‘Changing attitudes 
to sexuality’- was most appropriate for a 
number of reasons. The most obvious being 
that the day's proceedings this year held 
in the College of Commerce in the west 
coast town of Dundee was publicly 
opened by Thomas W Moore, the Lord 
Provost of Dundee.

In his remarks to the regrettably small 
assembly on October 12, Mr Moore voiced 
his opinion that this was a very important 
conference. He had been angered at the 
local council’s decision to turn down an 
application from SMG for the use of 
another hall in the town. This had been 
quite wrong.

“I am completely opposed to discrimi­
nation of any kind. As Lord Provost of 
Dundee, 1 feel it is my duty to make sure 
that everybody is treated exactly alike." 

He continued: “I have no sympathy for 
you homosexuals indeed I don't think you 
need sympathy. 1 believe every individual 
should have the right to live his life in his 
own way."

And attitudes to sexuality were chang­
ing, he said. "With conferences of this sort, 
people are realising that homosexuals are 
very ordinary people.” He concluded: “If 
this conference improves attitudes, then 
we will have done the world at large a great 
service."

The first topic of the morning session 
‘The need for change’ was dealt with by 
Rev Ian Simpson, a former counsellor 
with the Church of Scotland Moral Welfare 
Committee.

Rev Simpson said that before the 
attitudes of society could be changed, gays 
themselves would have to change their 
outlook on society. "Majority opinion is 
not changed by attack -only by long-term 
diplomacy.”
'Lunatic fringe'

Backing up his views ql gays taking the 
moderate line, he stated (hat there would 
always be the “lunatic fringe” who "only 
react and do not think.”

Three areas which perpetuated ideas 
that homosexuality was an illness, a 
deviance or criminal were the press, custom 
and tradition, and the Church.

LONDON: Three men were stabbed recently 
in a Tight at Chaguarama's, the Covent 
Garden gay night spot.

According to two members who were in 
the club at the time, an argument broke 
out and a man involved in the scene grabbed 
a knife. In the struggle that followed, three 
other men received stab wounds. Two were 
detained in hospital, the third was allowed 
home. Their attacker escaped.

Those injured were John Brown of North 
London, and James Fitzgerald and Terry 
Young, both from South-East London.

Detective Inspector Gale of Hol bom 
Police, who recently took charge of the 
case, says that no arrest has yet been made.

On the gay map
TYNESIDE: Following the talk given at a 
recent Tyneside CHE meeting by Denis 
Lemon (Editor of GN), a collection for 
the Gay News Bath Fund amounted to £16.

Over 50 members attended the meeting- 
the best turn-out the group has so far seen. 
Many points of view were exchanged 
during and after the meeting and the group 
hopes that this contact will help to put 
Tyneside on the ‘gay map* as far as 
publicity is concerned.

SAPPHIRE CARPETS & FURNITURE WAREHOUSE 
14/16 Uxbridge Road, Ealing, London W5 

(Carpark alongside Ealing Town Hall)The service operates:

Monday—Thursday 2pm to 11 pm 
Weekends-From 2pm Friday to 

11pm Sunday inclusive.

Current thinking in the Church and 
particularly the Church of Scotland- 
depressed the speaker. He said that it had 
fallen silent over the last couple of years on 
the question of homosexuality. Yet five 
years ago, the Church was asking for change 
of the legislation relating to gays.

But the homosexual movements could 
make change even though they were 
bedevilled by the “apathetic and the 
lunatic fringe,” he said. “It is moderate 
opinion that counts-a long-range campaign 
will be successful."

RICHMOND: "We pray for those people 
this council was elected to serve. We pray 
for the weak and underprivileged who need 
our support."

So began the last full meeting of 
Richmond upon Thames Borough Council 
on October 15. Hopefully it was a prayer 
that councillors will live up to, particularly 
in regard to the large gay population 
certainly ‘underprivileged*-in the council's 
area.

The council's amenities committee 
decided at its last meeting not to continue 
stocking Gay News at Richmond Public 
Library. And the full council meeting had 
to approve this decision.

This they did with the minimum of fuss 
But as the result of a question on the issue 
from Cllr Worth, the Chairman of the 
amenities committee Cllr George Kenton 
did state: “There is no reason why the 
committee should not reconsider the pro­
vision of this publication in the future."

A rather vague assurance, and not one 
from which local gays can conclude that 
this matter will be reconsidered at the 
next committee meeting.

But the local group of Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality want to make sure 
that it does come up again and soon. 
Members were at the meeting on October 
15, handing leaflets to councillors as they 
entered the council chamber.

Headed “Gay News ban a disgrace to 
democracy”, the leaflets explained why 
local gays wanted to have GN displayed in 
their library, what GN represented and the 
sort of local reaction that had come from 
the public via the local press.

Dertnod Quirke, a member of Wands­
worth/Richmond CHE, told GN after the 
meeting that the group would apply 
immediately for the matter to be 
reconsidered.

If the group has no satisfaction then, 
members intend taking further steps. 
Derrnod told us further: “We are taking 
legal advice with a view to forcing the 
Council to fulfill its legal duty under the 
Public Libraries Act 1964.”

Members of CHE are also to request a 
meeting with the chairman and members 
of the amenities committee to discuss the 
question further.

New SMG Chairman /im Halcrow

Clap Down on V.D.
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AN OPEN INVITATION
Make new friend*. Help swell the crowd. 

Support CHE speaker* at:
SPEAKERS' CORNER MARBLE ARCH

First and third Sunday of each month, 
3.00-5 00pm.

Sauna arrests ~ savage fines
WEST BROMWICH: Among the five men 
who appeared before West Bromwich 
Magistrates Court, on October 10, on 
various charges including gross indecency* 
was a former mayor of Solihull.

Edgar Hiley (71). of Solihull, who was 
Mayor of that town from 1958 to 1959, 
elected trial by jury. He was charged with 
attempting to procure an act of gross 
indecency" with an unknown man.

The alleged offences were said to have 
taken place at Sauna 385, in High Street, 
West Bromwich.

Savage sentences were imposed on the 
two men who elected to be tried by the 
Magistrates and pleaded guilty to the 
offences as charged.

Ernest Jealous (43), of Sheffield, was 
found guilty of two charges of attempting 
to procure the commission of an act of 
gross indecency", in the first charge by 
Brian Till and in the second by Gerald 
Horton both police officers.

The court was told that upon instructions 
from Supt JP Mellor, of the West Bromwich

SMG loses
Chairman Mullen

GLASGOW: Danny Mullen has resigned his 
chairmanship of the Scottish Minorities 
Group. In his letter of resignation he said 
that other commitments had forced the 
decision upon him.

He has also requested leave of absence 
from the ordinary meetings of the Executive 
Committee, but he remains an EC member 
and hopes to be able to take part again 
when circumstances allow.

In their latest newsletter, SMG pays 
tribute to him as the architect of the triple 
division within the group befriending, 
campaigning, and social and premises. He 
was also largely responsible for forging 
closer ties with the English gay movement, 
principally with the Campaign for Homo­
sexual Equality.

Jim Halcrow, Deputy Chairman, will be 
taking over Danny's responsibilities.

Police, plainclothes officers mingled with 
the sauna's patrons, their ‘plain-clothes' 
consisting of a towel wrapped round the 
waist.

The officers kept watch on the activities 
which were taking place on the premises 
known to be a gay haunt and Officers Till 
and Horton were subsequently “approached" 
by Mr Jealous, this being when the 
“offences" occurred.

Mr Jealous was fined a total of £150 on 
the two counts and ordered to pay £15 
costs.

A staggering fine of £1 25 was imposed 
on William Yardley, of Wolverhampton (41), 
who pleaded guilty to one act of 'gross 
indecency’ with Terence image (48) of 
Wolverhampton. Yardley was also ordered 
to pay £25 costs.

The Magistrates heard how other officers 
kept watch in the sauna box, where there 
were four men. They espied two of the 
men indulging in acts which led to their 
arrest. The two men were subsequently 
identified when uniformed officers entered 
the sauna after some time as Mr Yardley

Definite no to 
civic reception
EDINBURGH: The Town Council in 
Edinburgh will definitely not give a civic 
reception to the International Gay Rights 
Congress to be held in the city in December.

And this is despite the letter from such 
celebrated patrons as Lord Beaumont of 
Whitley and the Bishop of Edinburgh, which 
was sent to the Council imploring them to 
reverse their decision.

A bid to overturn the ruling at the 
last council meeting was defeated by 34 
votes to 28.

Radio City gay phone
LIVERPOOL; Radio City, Liverpool's 
commercial radio station opened on 
October 21. No doubt due to the success 
of London’s commercial stations' phone-ins. 
Radio City is to have its own such pro­
gramme every Friday evening.

And the first phone-in- on October 25- 
will feature homosexuality. Friend Mersey­
side has agreed to provide a panel to 
answer questions on gay problems. Alan 
Swerdlow, local Friend organiser, told GN 
that this programme should attract much 
publicity and a greater audience than the 
recent successful phone-in on BBC Radio 
Merseyside.

Concerning the operations of Friend, 
Alan tells us that regular open meetings 
are being held on Wednesday evenings, at 
which a small group of newcomers can 
work out their ideas and problems. Fort­
nightly meetings for women are also 
achieving considerable success.

GN Bath Fund
At the time of outgoing to press, the Gay 
Mews Bath Fund has reached £1,405. And 
with the money still to come tn. we expect 
to reach the £1,500 needed shortly.

A benefit was held at the Royal Mail 
Tavern. Islington, on October 16 and a 
collection taken up at the Wheatsheaf 
Shepherds Bush, on the 17th-the totals of 
these events have still to be counted.

We repeal what we said in our last issue 
don't send any more! You've all been 
wonderful and we're OK again now.

So it /ust remains to say that we ’ll 
publish the final amount raised in GN58 
and thank- YOU yet again.

and Mr Image.
Terence Image elected for trial at the 

Crown Court, and committal proceedings 
against him and the other defendants who 
elected for trial will take place at West 
Bromwich on November 11.

Four cases which were to have been 
heard by the Magistrates were withdrawn 
by the police through lack of evidence.

But Raymond Evans, of Wolverhampton, 
was also brought before the court on four 
charges relating to the sauna incident. Three 
of the charges alleged that "he did manage 
anc assist in the management of a brothel." 
And the fourth was that "he did attempt to 
procure the commission by Alan Farley, a 
man. of an act of 'gross indecency’.”

Mr Evans elected trial by jury.
Such recent savage sentences have not 

just been cortined to West Bromwich 
unfortunately. We learn that William 
Gamer (51), of Caddington, has been 
jailed for seven yean by St Albans Crown 
Court on two charges of indecent assault. 
The offences related to a 15-year-old.

MrXand the 
Church Report 
LONDON: A member of Integroup 
(Golders Green) hereafter to be referred 
to as Mr X has agreed to his name being 
proposed as a member of the Church of 
England Working Party on Homosexuality.

Mr X is a teacher and the head of the 
religious education department of a large 
junior school. He is a practising Christian 
and sidesman at one of London's best- 
known churches. A practising homosexual, 
he has been in a stable relationship with a 
man three years his senior for over twenty 
years.

If co-opted Mr X would be prepared for 
it to be known publicly that he is serving 
as a homosexual. But until he is accepted 
by the working party which is a totally 
het group-his identity is veiled with 
mystery.

No such mystery as to the identity of 
the gay Integroup member who has been 
accepted t6 serve on the small committee 
of Unitarians who are to look into ways 
of implementing the Church’* report when 
published. Dudley Cave will be among 
those Unitarians giving his viewpoint s* 
a homosexual.

Following hot on the heels of the 
Church of England, is the Congregational 
Union of Scotland. At the final session of 
their annual assembly, it was agreed to the 
setting up of a committee to investigate 
the case of homosexuals and the law, and 
report on the matter next year. Whether 
they are to include a gay member, we're 
not sure. Probably not . . .

ft this Mr X?

Tragic death 
of Bryan King

Bryan Ashton King, secretary of Gay 
Switchboard, died on Wednesday October 2. 
aged 39. following a comparatively minor 
accident in North London when he fell 
from his motorcycle after skidding on a 
wet surface. Although he was talking and 
joking with a policeman about the incident, 
apparently without serious pain, he had 
sustained multiple internal injuries and 
died in the ambulance taking him to 
hospital for a routine check. His motor­
cycle was virtually undamaged.

Bry an was a native of Augusta, Western 
Australia, and came to England in 1960 
after working five years with the Little 
Theatre, Melbourne. He joined the London 
Playgoers' Theatre Company and in 
addition to managing a variety of produc­
tions, ran a fringe theatre magazine.

In 1966 he founded the first lunch-time 
theatre in London-the Theatrescope 
Original Lunchtime Theatre-which was 
the forerunner of many. To help Theatre­
scope finances in 1967, he started designing 
and producing shirts. The outcome was a 
company Mother Wouldn't Like It-which 
had a showroom off Bond Street and 
exported clothes all over the world. Pro­
duction difficulties brought this venture 
to an end last year, but Bryan continued to 
design and make costumes for the theatre 
on a freelance basis.

Towards the end of last year, Bryan 
joined Allegro Films and assisted in the 
production of a number of films, especially 
of serious music in classical settings.

He volunteered to help Gay Switchboard 
at the beginning of operations in March 
this year and took on the job of secretary. 
He was always happy to work long and late 
hours, giving much of his time to Switch­
board and was never too busy to take on 
the problems of others.

Switchboard members and many, many 
people in the gay world will remember Bryan 
with love and affection. There are too few 
people with his brand of unobtrusive 
kindness, and his loss will be keenly felt 
by the gay community.

jofZE&ZOS
106 SHEPHERDS BUSH CENTRE
GREEN SQUARE
LONDON W12

TELEPHONE: 01-749 5470
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Fully licensed.
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Mon-Sat- 
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Brighton CHE 
warned voters

News ________________
Don’t laugh—someone 
will believe it

BRIGHTON: the local branch of the Cam­
paign for Homosexual Equality joined in the 
general election battle earlier this month 
with a leafletting campaign calling on gays 
to vote against the Tories.

CHE had no party bias as an organisation, 
they said, but they asked voters to consider 
the party records on gay rights, “the single 
most important issue for gay voters.” 

“It was successive Tory governments 
which delayed for ten of thirteen bitter 
years the implementation of the Wolfenden 
Report (1954) which advocated legalising 
gay male relationships. It was a Tory 
government which upheld the notorious 
International Times judgement (1971) 
making even the most innocent of gay 
personal ads illegal, if returned to power, 
the Tories say they will re-introduce the 
Indecent Displays Bill which, if it becomes 
law, would mean the death of papers like 
Sappho and Gay News, even though neither 
of them is in any sense of the word obscene.

“In contrast, it was a Labour House 
which eventually made adult male homo­

sexual relationships legal in England, and a 
Labour MP. Leo Abse, who was mainly 
responsible for that achievement.

“The Young Liberals have recently 
initiated a vigorous Gay Rights Campaign 
and a number of people prominent in the 
gay movement (for example, Michael Steed, 
CHE s former chairman, and Sam Greene, 
a gay liberationist) have stood as official 
Liberal candidates at parliamentary and 
local elections.”

The Gay News editorial, which also 
urged gay voters to vote Labour (or at 
least Liberal, if they could not bring them­
selves to vote Labour), was itself picked up 
by a number of papers. The Sun ran a story 
under the headline “Tones Lose Gay Vote" 
-without any snide editorial comment at 
all. The Guardian reported the call on its 
front page, and nine local daily papers (in 
Liverpool, Sheffield, Bristol, Hull, Newport. 
Worcester, Cardiff, Scarborough and 
Bolton) also picked up the story.

So now we know why the Tories lost 
the election.

Bingo wives
NEWCASTLE: Local magistrates have 
turned down John Atkinson's application 
to re-open the gay dub Rokoko because of 
the objections of a bingo hail on the same 
premises. The police and the local authority 
had no objections.

Richard Reed, representing the bingo 
hall operator, told the magistrates that 
while homosexuality was now legal between 
consenting adults in private, it still caused 
offence to some people and would offend 
the women and children who attended the 
bingo hall.

He said that the lavatories were shared, 
and that was a further objection to the club 
being granted a licence. The club pointed 
out that they would not be open until after 
the bingo hall had shut.  

The dub Rokoko had originally operated 
in Sunderland as a gay club. A few months 
ago it had opened its doors to the general 
public, since when the gay clientele had 
asked if a new membership club could be 
opened. Premises had been found in New­
castle for the new Rokoko.

The magistrates were faced with the 
choice of licensing a club to provide social 
facilities for gay people in an area where 
such facilities are few and far between, or 
giving way to one of several hundred bingo 
halls which make their profits out of 
personal greed, and apparently allow 
children on to the premises as well. 
The magistrates refused the licence to 
the club.
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'The New A ndrews Suters' pictured above were only three of the 180 people who turned 
up fora ball organised by Chester CHE which raised £100 for the organisation's national 
office. Members of CHE's EC turned up for the occasion, and the organisers say they were 
particularly pleased to welcome Peter Katin, one of the Campaign's honorary Vice- 
Presidents. They are planning a similar event for February 1975 following the success of 
this first occasion.

THE WORLD: Watchtower is the magazine 
produced by Jehovah's Witnesses in 77 
languages and reputedly has 8,350.000 
readers. Ina recent edition of this 
magazine can be found two laughably 
bigoted articles on homosexuality.

Of course, the problem with laughably 
bigoted articles (especially those which 
reach 8 million-odd readers) is that some­
one, somewhere is going to believe them.

The JWs can be justly called anti-gay! 
Their pronouncements must cause astonish­
ment to any reasonable, thinking person.

In the first article the JWs ask “Is the 
Bible's view reasonable?" And judging by 
the comments which follow, their answer 
is “Yes”.

We quote: “Beyond doubt, Jesus did in 
fact condemn all such 'unchaste' practices 
as homosexuality. As reason would indicate 
to us, the Bible is consistent on this matter. 
Paul's words are backed up by the authority 
of the Son of God.”

The article asks what course is open to 
homosexuals and we are then led to the 
next astonishing piece entitled “Is Change 
Possible for Homosexuals?”

The JW handbook tells us that the 
Bible reveals that homosexuals can change. 
And it advocates that gays should change 
their thinking and stop arguing “I cannot 
help it.”

Quote: “One could stop being homo­
sexual only if one no longer thought like a 
homosexual and no longer had their 
desires.... Such adjustments admittedly 
are not easy to make. Why? Because not 
just one’s pattern of thinking has developed 
in a certain way, but one’s body has come 
to crave something abnormal. As a person's 
pattern of reasoning is adjusted back to 
that which is entirely natural, so must his 
whole way of life. Slowly, the old ways 
must be replaced with new ones.”

Such rubbish as this, however, is not 
just confmed to the dear old Watchtower. 
A recent issue of Good Health (also 
specialising in clean bodies and clean minds) 
includes a piece on gayness by the medical 
consultant. Dr LG White.

He is amazed that someone has written 
to him appealing for the public acceptance 
of homosexuality.

“Let us remember,” says Dr White, “that 
homosexuality is a perversion or distortion 
of what is normal. It is also a manifestation 
of those adolescent days when boys mixed 
with boys and hated girls. The homosexual 
has not got past this stage.”

He states that gays are usually surrounded 
by misery, frustration, demoralization and 
despair, and if the letter writer had to treat 
them he would not be “so naive about the 
so-called need for expressing his homo­
sexual tendencies.”

He continues that it is no valid argu­
ment to say that many individuals have 
achieved much who were gay. Many 
geniuses were alcoholics, opium addicts, 
etc, but this did not warrant saying that 
these must be given full expression in 
society.

Dr White concludes: “We look higher 
and seek the purest, noblest, cleanest, 
matures! development of man in the concept 
of man being originally created in the image 
of God.”

And all this from a magazine which, on 
another page, tells you how to remove 
chewing gum from clothes and get a second 
crop from your leeks!

So incensed was he by Dr White’s odious 
remarks on homosexuality that John George 
of London SW4 wrote a strong letter of 
protest to the editor of Good Health. RD Vine

Mr Vine’s reply is written with the fact 
that the magazine has a Christian basis in 
mind. He writes that the mag "accepts the 
Holy Bible as humanity's all-important 
guide, given by God.”

He goes on: “The Bible condemns 
sodomy and men lying 'with mankind as 
with a woman.' Sodomy, or homosexuality, 
is to be condemned, as it undermines the 
capacity for properly expressing love in 
procreative terms within the matrimonial 
contract.

“The proliferation of so-called 'gay 
churches’ is no argument, nor is the fact 
that many churchmen have spoken of 
sodomy in terms of toleration."

Mr Vine concludes by stating that his 
letter is not a personal condemnation “but 
an objective presentation of facts."

John’s reply to this letter makes non­
sense of Mr Vine’s arguments.

He picks up on the point that Mr Vine 
asserts that the Bible is a literal record of 
fact from cover to cover and that to prove 
something one need only find the text.

“Your quote from Leviticus goes on to 
say: 'They shall be put to death.' I can 
therefore assume that you consider capital 
punishment acceptable for the 'sin* of 
homosexuality, since a punishment 'dic­
tated by God’ should surely, by your logic, . 
be enforced in one century as another.”'

“If then you are a genuine fundament­
alist, 1 urge you to make this quite clear 
in the editorial columns of your magazine, 
so that your views on homosexuality can 
be seen for what they really are: out-dated, 
eccentric and, were it not so tragic, really 
rather funny.”

John continues that should Mr Vine not 
be a fundamentalist, however, and does not 
interpret the Bible literally, then his 
'justification for the condemnation of 
homosexuality' is nothing more than a 
shallow, smug and evil deception.

He concludes by explaining why he 
challenged the editor's opinions: “Firstly, 
because I believe that such opinions and 
interpretations of the Bible masquerading 
as facts are largely responsible for driving a 
significant minority of decent, law-abiding 
citizens, who happen to be homosexual, 
further away from both the community and 
the Church.

“Secondly, because, as a homosexual, 1 
object to being compared to an alcoholic, 
to a drug-addict or to a fornicator. I do not 
take kindly to being referred to as an 
‘abomination.’ In short, Mr Vine -How dare 
you!”

********
Every Tuesday night. 

Watch future issues for up-to-date 
forthcoming events.

********

29th OCTOBER — Laurie Phillips

5th NOVEMBER — The Harlequeens

Lord Raglan
St Martin’s Le Grande 

London ECI
(nearest tube St Paul’s)

THE FIRST MALE NUDE
ART GALLERY IN EUROPE!

. Gallery 

252
Keep in touch!

.. . with the Male Nude and 
JOHN S BARRINGTON

Sculpture, Drawings, Engravings, 
Photos, Slides, Publications and 

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED EDITIONS! 

252 Brixton Road, London SW9
... a healthy stroll from Brixton Station!

Wednesday 2—7, Thursday 2—7, 
Friday 1 -8, Saturday 12 6

datemate
WILL FIND YOUR 

DREAM GAY PARTNER

Send s.a.e. to: 
Neville West 

23 Queens Avenue
Muswell Hill

LONDON N10

moRtcncES
Without Tears

MORTGAGES are available to gay people, 
jointly and singly.
£ Building Society Rates
£ Inclusive insurance cover
£ Confidential and helpful guidance

• • • *

Confidential Service Guaranteed

For details without obligation, mail to 
B&WF, Ingledcne, Cleveland Row, Bathwick, 
Bath. Telephone: Bristol 292966.

Name...........................................................

Address........................................................
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unit
one
sauna
club

Michael Mason

Rates

Hours

Name

Address

Membership: £1 per 12 months

£1.00
£1.50
£1.75

A membership Card may be obtained by sending this 
coupon to The Secretary, Unit-One Sauna Club, St. 
Margarets, ROTTINGDEAN, Brighton. Your cheque/ 
P.O. should be crossed and made payable to Unit-One 
Sauna Club.

Unit One was established some five years ago with the 
aim of providing a Sauna Club of high standards and 
this aim remains unchanged.

2pm — 11pm 
2pm — 6pm 
2pm — 11pm 
2pm— 2am 
2pm — 7pm

phallic 
distant 
Bridge, 
around

As if sensing the uncertainty of his 
passengers, the captain pulled in to a 
mooring to wait for the all-clear signal.

It was while we lay waiting that we 
heard the urge of a second cruiser slipping 
up behind us. An amazing sight greeted 
the eyes hordes of men and women 
dancing together, as unconcerned as if

no one had been watching them.
They tied alongside us, and everyone 

rushed to the side to see whether any 
attempts were being made to board us 
(producing a nerve-wracking list to port 
which threatened to submerge the 
gunwales).

But they seemed friendly enough. 
Bawdy exchanges filled the air, and crows 
of triumph when we discovered that their 
tickets cost them £2.5O-a pound more 
than ours. Then under way again, and all 
were soon under the spell of the pounding 
music once more. Exotic outposts slid 
past, Bermondsey, Wapping, Shadwell, 
through Limehouse Reach, and there it 
was Greenwich. Someone on deck pointed 
excitedly to the skyline, "the Cutty Sark," 
he cried. And sure enough, there were the 
masts raking into the ink black sky by 
Greenwich Pier. Some wreck doubtless of 
a former expedition that met a sadder end. 
Maybe it was the menace in this sight that 
made the captain turn back at this point. 
Maybe it was because the bar had run out 
of cigarettes.

Whatever the reason, we retraced our 
(steps?) towards Westminster. By now, the 
Disconauts were caught up completely in 
the thrills of the evening. The music took 
us to even remoter shores flamencos, 
Greek dance music, Russian gymnastic/ 
cossack style (no, not hair-spray). Then 
back to twists and rock and reggae and the 
bar.

Until it seemed as if in no time at all 
we were back, tied up safely below the 
Mother of Parliaments, still alive, but 
exhausted from the voyage. Remembering 
the ever watchful eye that followed our 
progress, the disco signed out on 'God 
Save The Queen' and we took ourselves 
off to the safety of our love nests. A 
fabulous, fabulous evening.

Even if I didn't win a prize in the 
raffle.

Telephone 
Brighton 
37253

St Margarets 
Rottingdean 
Brighton 
Sussex

Good press
LONDON: Campaign Secretary of Marylebonc/ 

Paddington (HI . Ken Glazier, has been having 
some success recently with group publicity.

As reported in the group's last newsletter, Ken 
has been endeavouring to run advertisements in 
the local press.

And this month's news-sheet informs us that 
in the last three editions of the Marylebone 
Mercury an insert from the group has been 
allowed. It reads: "Men and Women join the 
Campaign for Homosexual Equality's local group 
in Marylebone and Paddington. Details from the 

.Group Chairman 352 9013.” 

LONDON: The last Tricky Dicky River 
Cruise of the year set sail ten days ago to 
explore the treacherous lower reaches of 
the Thames.

Intrepid explorers nearly two hundred 
of them gathered at the foot of Big Ben, 
clutching their survival rations as the hands 
on the clock above them crept closer and 
closer to cast-off time.

Eventually the river boat edged out 
into mid-stream. The skipper and navigator 
peered into the dark ahead as the last 
outposts of civilisation slipped away 
behind-GLC County Hall, the Houses of 
Parliament, the Festival Hall till all that 
was left was an image of Waterloo Station 
fast fading on the retinas of the Disconauts.

Cigarette-rations were broken out. 
Downstairs in the saloon the rum-ration 
was drawn, and washed down with the 
whisky-ration, the beer-ration, and the 
gin-and-tonic-with-ice-and-merest-twist-of- 
1c mon-ration.

Upstairs, the throb, throb, throb of 
drums stole over the assembled throng, as 
Tricky ‘Witchdoctor’ Dicky made magic 
over his two turntables. Round and round 
span the little black platters, faster and 
faster danced the frenzied couples. Sweat 
was breaking out on their brows as they 
sailed beneath the anchored bulk of HMS 
Belfast. Two sailors stood motionless on 
the deck of the menacing grey warship, as 
the Disconauts screamed greeting over the 
still water - “Hello s . . ."

... a greeting cut short as two primitive 
monuments loomed out of the 
murk. Could this be the Tower 
long spoken of in hushed tones 
the gay haunts of Earls Court?

Yin\hng
LONDON: A festival including poetry, 
modem dance, opera, a play and songs and 
music, is being held at the Grand Hall, 
Fulham Town Hall, from October 30 to 
November 2.

John Lint's Yin Yang Festival of Arts 
and Music 1974, has a total of 16 per­
formers taking part in the five shows to 
be staged.

John, the gay director of the Festival, 
will read his own poetry at the event and 
has also created a dance sequence called 
Le Jardin' which receives its first per­

formance on October 30.
John was bom in Singapore and came 

to London in 1962. He told GN: “To me 
Yin Yang represents balance. 1 believe it is 
the basis for all things. One of my aims in 
bringing all forms of art together in this 
Festival is, hopefully, that those who attend 
will be inspired and find a little happiness.”

Tickets are available from John at 
18 Ladbroke Gardens, W11, or Wolseys 
Wine Bar, Kensington Church Street, W8. 
They cost £1 each.

Facilities: Large Finnish Log Sauna 
Showers
Lounge with colour TV which looks on to 
Heated Swimming Pool 
Private Rest Rooms 
Massage Service 
Sun-Ray Room 
Food & Refreshments 
Friendly atmosphere
Membership (valid 1 year) 
Members' entrance rate 
Members' guests 

TUESDAYS 
WEDNESDAYS 
FRIDAYS 
SATURDAYS 
SUNDAYS

Poor old St Paul
HARROW: After publishing our story 
'Sainted Gay' in issue 56, we learn that we 
were misinformed by our correspondent on 
one or two central points. Let Father David 
Priest take up the story:

“ ‘Saints should always be judged guilty 
until they are proved innocent’ (George 
Orwell). Well, this seems to have heppened 
to St Paul in the last edition of Gay Newt 
under the heading of Sainted Gay?’

"The talk 1 gave to Harrow Gay Unity 
never even mentioned the sexuality of St 
Paul, but I did attempt to retranslate some 
of his statements in the New Testament. 
During the talk, I briefly sketched the 
Church’s history of the attitude towards 
Gayness; the bible’s attitude, the present 
scene in the Church; and what 1 hoped for 
in its changing outlook.

“I emphasised Jesus' emphasis on Love, 
not St Paul's condemnation of its various 
aspects. In the talk, 1 pointed out that the 
Church had also emphasised 'Thou shall 
not', and 'That is a sin', rather than helping 
to show that love between human beinp in 
all its aspects is a good and wonderful thing. 
Therefore, to be a Christian and a Gay are 
not incompatible, in fact they easily go hand 
in hand, and being a Gay is not a sin. Neither 
is the physical expression that one Gay 
shows to another of their love.

“So guilty or innocent, poor old St Paul 
was hard done by, and I'm sure he must 
have loved people, so instead of knocking 
his outlook, let’s concentrate on the 
positive attitude toward love as expressed 
by Jesus, 'Love your neighbour as 
yourself."

We're sorry if we landed David Priest 
in lumber with his Bishop.

Cruisin’

Gay News



Page 8 News
Pan’s people

LUTON: Pictured above are the Harlequeens 
and Ernie Almond, two of the acts who 
appeared in the very successful GN Bath 
Fund gala benefit, held at the Pan Club, 
Luton, on October 3.

The Harlequeens, who gave a tremendous 
performance at Luton, must now be re­
garded as one of the most popular drag acts 
in London and the home counties.

Ernie, who is the manager of the Pan 
Club, was well received by the large crowd. 
His comic conjuring routine went down 
well.

The evening was opened by Jimmy-de- 
Lancy, with an Old Time Music Hall act 
including impressions. Jean Fredericks, 
well-known organiser of the Porchester Hall 
drag balls, gave selections on his trombone 
(much to the delight of GN ed, Denis 
Lemon!).

Folk singer, John Dunnell sang, and the 
band was made up of Tom Robinson (of 
Cafe Society) on bass, Hugh O*Keefe on 
piano and Rickv on drums.

The event was organised by the 
effervescent Tony Page, who acted as 
compere and with his merry quips kept the 
evening bowline along.

The evening was further enlivened by 
the fact that the electricity kept blowing 
apparently, the restaurant underneath the 
club had overloaded the circuit and 
succeeded in plunging the whole street into 
darkness!

The management, staff and patrons 
must be commended for the way they 
coped with the constant black-outs. The 
artistes just carried on regardless ...

Everyone attending had a very good 
evening. The crowd included several 
members of the GN staff, who had travelled 
to Luton for the special night.

With the raffle, individual contributions, 
the collection taken up and part of the 
entrance take donated by the management, 
a total of £79.62 was realised for the GN 
Bath Fund.

We take this opportunity in thanking all 
who appeared, the staff and management 
of Pan and everyone who went along. A 
great big thank-you to you all.

Film group 
seeks new members
LONDON: The Gay Amateur Film Group 
has recently acquired the use of portable 
videotape equipment and this is already 
being used to record aspiring actors.

Various other projects are now being 
considered by the group, which would 
welcome further assistance both from actors 
and technical crew. Experience isn't 
essential members tell us only reliability.

A general meeting to finalise details of 
their first production is to be held shortly 
and anyone interested is asked to contact 
the group on 01-476 7980.

Him magazine has everything, 
it comes to Britain in November. 
Send £1 for the Special Launch 
issue!
INCOGNITO PUBLISHING CO 
284 Fulham Road
London SW10

See HIM nude 
Read HIM goy 
Find HIM waiting

Social workers 
in London...

LONDON: At a one day conference held at 
the Conway Hall. Red Lion Square, seventy 
people from various branches of the social 
services came together to discuss the 
problems which face gay social workers, 
and the special needs of their gay clients.

The opening speaker was Raymond 
Clarke (Chairman of the National Council 
of Social Service Working Party which pro­
duced the booklet ‘Counselling Homo-, 
sexuals’), who told his audience that he 
was encouraged by the growth of counsel­
ling in recent years. He referred to Roger 
Baker's remark in GN56 that “1 feel it 
unwise of a homosexual to seek hetero­
sexual help” as pointing to a significant 
growth amongst homosexual organisations 
themselves of help agencies.

As far as the social services themselves 
were concerned, he did not feel that they 
were yet aware of the help required of them 
by gay people. He quoted the Director of a 
local authority department, expressing his 
views on sexual affairs, as saying “I think 
all l*m concerned with is that no social 
worker of mine has it off with a client."

Coming out
The second session of the conference 

dealt with the question of gay social work­
ers coming out at work. Michael Launder, 
who organised the conference, told the 
audience that he had suffered no serious 
ill-effects from coming out. There had been 
one difficulty, he understood, when he had 
first joined the Probation Service as an 
ancillary worker in London. He had applied 
to go on the Home Office Probation 
Officers' course and had been turned down. 
He heard later that it was because he was 
openly gay, but the Home Office told him 
that there was no policy on admitting gays 
to courses or excluding them.

Four probation officers then gave their 
reasons for remaining closetted at work. 
One of them pointed to the danger of 
coming out to a young client. Having built 
up a relationship of care and trust, if you 
were to reveal to the boy that you were 
gay he might mistrust your motives and, 
because of his upbringing and education, 
assume that you had only showed interest 
in him because you fancied him sexually.

One man explained that he worked as a 
social worker in the office which had been 
involved in the Maria ColweU case. Ever 
since the incident and particularly since 
the publication of the report-his office 
had been extremely “jumpy, which makes 
it impossible for me to come out with my 
superiors. 1 have told some of my young 
colleagues, but they would rather not 
know.”

Colluding with prejudice
The session continued with one delegate 

after another justifying his or her decision 
not to come out. But eventually one 
delegate rose to question the value of such 
decisions. “The assumption of the social 
services is that if you are gay you will want 
to sleep with all your clients who happen 
to be of the same sex as yourself. Yet the 
same fears do not exist where heterosexual 
workers are dealing with clients of the 
opposite sex. By not coming out, aren't 
we simply colluding with that prejudicial 
attitude?"

Moving on to discuss ‘Prejudice and the 
Unions', the conference heard that a gay 
caucus was being formed within the Health 
Services Branch of NALGO. The decision to 
start the caucus followed the workshop on 
trade unions held at the recent CHE Acti­
vists conference. Since then, some three 
dozen people had applied to join and the 
first meeting was to be held in the near 
future.

Delegates discussed the value of trade 
union motions of support for the gay rights 
movement and wondered whether they were 
worth pursuing. They did agree that union 
journals could be useful platforms for air­
ing the problems of gays working in parti­
cular professions and decided to prepare 
articles for their journals.

After lunch, delegates turned their 
attention to education. Should trainee 
social workers be ‘taught’ about homo­
sexuality? What sort of information would 
be relevant to them?

Elizabeth Wilson, who lectures in social 
work at North London Polytechnic, said 
that in her experience there was almost no 
information given to trainees. Where homo­
sexuality had been a part of the course, she 
had seen it classified under ‘Personality 
Defects' or 'Psychological Disorders’. Per­
haps more important than including it as a 
topic in social work courses was the need 
for proper education to be made available 
to school-children, it would be difficult 
to crack the social service system which 
was geared to the Male/Female traditional 
roles based on heterosexual monogamy as 
the basis of social organisation.

'Curable malady'
A Durham social worker had been taught 

on his course that homosexuality was a 
'curable malady'. When he had protested 
to the college, a meeting was arranged which 
permitted gay organisations to attend and 
have their say. Something could be achieved 
if gays stood up, but he admitted that he 
feared the course would continue this year 
with homosexuality figuring as a ‘curable 
malady'.

Dennis Nadin, member of CHE's 
Executive Committee with special re­
sponsibility for social services liaison, 
reported that he had contacted Directors of 
Social Service Departments on CHE's 
behalf, asking for an opportunity to meet 
them or for a chance to address meetings of 
social workers. There had been a very 
encouraging initial response. But he asked 
for volunteers as they were short of 
speakers in various parts of the countrv.

The final session dealt with gay clients 
and their relations with statutory and 
voluntary organisations. Ted Clapham, 
former director of Friend, told delegates 
that he had little hope of the statutory 
services taking the lead in changing attitudes 
to gay people. They felt bound, he said, to 
enforce the moral codes of the social 
majority. That social majority would have 
to change its attitudes to homosexuality 
first before social service agencies followed.

One service that workers could provide 
their clients was to stand firm against court 
attempts to impose unreasonable probation 
conditions- such as a section 4 order 
requiring that a person accept hormone or 
psychiatric treatment to avoid a long prison 
sentence. This was easier for the older and 
more experienced officers who were not 
afraid of magistrates.

Self-oppression
Summing up, Michael Launder said that 

if proof were needed of self-oppression 
within the service, it was there in the fact 
that only seventy people turned up. How 
many had stayed away, he wondered. It 
was important that what had been achieved 
at the conference marked the beginning of 
further work. After some discussion, three 
working parties were arranged to consider 
first, what being gay means to social 
workers as people; second, the question of 
education and the reinforcement of social 
norms, and third, relations with clients. 
Delegates discussed holding a second full- 
scale conference next year, possibly in April.

Those who attended will receive infor­
mation about the group's work. Those who 
did not, can write to Gay Social Workers, 
124 Wilberforce Road. London N4.

... and Scotland
EDINBURGH: The Scottish Minorities 
Group is anxious to promote an increased 
awareness of homosexuality and gay 
problems among social workers and is 
actively seeking to foster contacts with 
social work organisations.

Anyone who is interested or may be 
able to help is asked to contact Dr Michael 
Coulson at 9 Moray Place. Edinburgh 3, 
or phone 031-225 4395.

Leaflet ban on GLF
WARLEY: The vice-principal of Harley 
College of Technology has written to 
Birmingham GLF refusing the group per­
mission to leaflet the college.

In our last issue we reported that the 
local GLF were ordered to leave the college 
after they had been distributing GLF 
pamphlets to students.

Writing to Peter Marriner, GLF member, 
Mr WJ Potter, the vice-principal, explains 
that pamphlcting can only be carried out at 
the college with the express permission of 
the principal.

"I have now had the opportunity of 
discussing your request with the principal 
and oil his behalf have to inform you that

he cannot give his permission in this 
instance. Such permission is normally given 
if the literature to be distributed is directly 
connected with college courses or concerned 
with matters which are the official policy 
of the local authority."

But this refusal is not going to stop the 
GLF s campaign. They intend to turn their 
attention on the new Wolverhampton Road 
CoUege. ‘

SPECIAL OFFER
7he Girls Guide 1974

available from GN Mail Order at a 
greatly reduced price of £1 incl of p&p.

Gay Haws Number 57



Travellers’ Notes Page 9

USA__the gay way

New York Brooklyn Bridge and twin to wen of the World Trade Centre

Where did you spend your summer hols? 
Sunny Sitges? Gay old Amsterdam? Tired 
Torremohnos9 War-tom Mykonos? Or were 
you reduced by economic considerations to 
a fortnight in Torquay or even a weekend in 
Brighton?

No doubt wherever you went, you were 
somewhat stunned by the sharp increase in 
prices -fuel surcharges, VAT, service charges 
without the service resulting, of course, 
from our now-familiar friend, galloping 
inflation.

“What is he driving at?" you are 
beginning to wonder. Well, without further 
ado, let me introduce you to a proposition 
which at first glance may appear absurdly 
impractical, but bear with me and read on. 
You may hear of something to your 
advantage.

Spend your next vacation in the USA!
I have just returned after five blissful 

and exhausting weeks enjoying the holiday 
of a lifetime in God s Own Country-and, 
no, it didn’t cost me a fortune! Here's how: 

First, three hearty cheers for Freddie 
Laker. Several travel firms are now offering 
cheap transatlantic flights on the Advance 
Booking Charter plan. 1 chose Laker Air­
ways, in conjunction with Lord Bros. The 
flight cost £79 return, in the high season 
(August), but can be as low as £47 in April. 
I had to add to this a nasty £15 fuel 
surcharge and pay up two months in 
advance, but even so, this £94 compares 
favourably with such regular return tourist 
fares as £136 to Rome, £103 to Berlin, or 
even £94 to Barcelona. The flight, from 
Gatwick via Prestwick to JFK New York, 
was a long nine hours, but was made most 
enjoyable by free multi-channel stereo, free 
movies, good food and, believe it or not, 
free booze! Not to mention the cheeriest 
stewardesses in the business. (No, I am not, 
and never have been, in the employ of F 
Laker.)

The plane was a DC-10. (Yes, 1 know the 
doors used to fall off, but they’ve done 
something or other about it). For those who 
have not travelled by ‘jumbo’, a pleasant 
experience awaits you: spacious, more like 
a cinema than an aircraft, and with two 
aisles, ideal for trolling up one and down 
the other, if you see what I mean.

But of course you don't intend to while 
away your precious days in the New World 
watching the arrivals and departures from 
the JFK Observation Deck. To be sure, you 
can hop on a Greyhound, (the bus), but if 
you’re a little more grand and pressed for 
time, you’ll want to fly. Don’t conjure up 
visions of your bank manager descending

San I tuncisco Trunsamerico Pyramid built on 
teflon rollers to survive earthquakes.
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there's money to be saved here, too!

If you book and pay for your ticket 
before you leave, and provided you don’t 
try to re-route yourself later (painful!), you 
get a 25% reduction. For example, I flew 
New York-San Francisco- Los Angeles 
Las Vegas Miami New York on scheduled 
flights at a total cost of £125! You don’t 
have to specify dates or times when you 
make your original booking, so that when 
you fall for Paul Newman in the steam 
baths in San Francisco, or are discovered 
by Hitchock in Hollywood, you can extend 
your stay, or when you’ve blown your lot 
in Las Veps (Financially speaking), you can 
make a quick getaway. There is an overall 
time limit, however- check with your 
friendly travel agent, if he is still in business.

So all in all, my travel costs amounted to 
about IMp a mile cheaper than walking!

Next, accommodation. Well, mostly I 
stayed with friends. “Aha,” I hear you cry, 
“that’s cheating!” Well, yes and no. But 
look in your address book. Haven't you 
been collecting American addresses for 
years as a result of brief encounters in 
Bournemouth, one-night stands from the 
Coleherne and misty-eyed, vase line-on-the- 
lens romances in Benidorm? And have you, 
like a clever queen, “kept in touch” with 
the annual Xmas Card, or even the occasional 
postcard of the well-hung donkey from 
Portsmouth? Well, now's the time to cash 
in! And I don't mean to sound utterly 
mercenary, as there is nothing Americans 
love more than showering hospitality on 
visitors, especially we British so why not 
be decent and provide them with the 
opportunity? Believe me, you will be 
treated like Royalty!

Oh dear, you’ve lost the addresses? 
Neglected to send the postcards? And the 
1974 Charter Queen season is over, so it’s 
too late to start hustling. Don’t despair! 
There are two alternatives open to you: 
cheap hotels or saunas (generally called 
steam baths in the US). Let’s take the latter 
first. Example: 1 stayed one night in Las 
Vegas. The cheapest hotel was $20. The 
Vegas Club Baths (1413 Main St): $5. Open 
24 hours a day, colour TV lounge, lockable 
rooms, and all the showers, soap and 
meaningful relationships you can cope with. 
No contest.

On the other hand, in San Francisco I 
stayed at something called the Youngmen's 
Hotel (no relation to the YMCA). There 
are four of them, mine at 264 Valencia St, 
all in the phone book. It turned out to be 
spotlessly clean, gay, discreet but no 
restrictions, own room, spartan but 
comfortable. The total cost: $20 no, not 
per night, per week! (NB: You will be 
ripped off to the tune of $5 when you ask 
for the deposit back on your key. “Oh 
golly, 1 just haven't any change. Give me 
your address and I'll forward it to you.” 
Ha, ha! But even then, at $25- approxi­
mately £10—it's absurdly cheap).

Yet another tip. When you arrive, pick 
up a copy of The Advocate-the Gay News 
of the US. Apart from being an intelligent 
and erudite paper, it will provide you with 
invaluable info, via its advertisements for 
clubs, baths, hotels, etc, all over the States. 
(And if you're into solitary vice, you can 
get your rocks off just reading the personal 
ads. Wow!) It is available on any newsstand 
or on most corners from the newspaper 
vending machines.

Well, there’s lots more 1 could teU- 
avoiding a mugging in New York, being 
picked up on a cable car in San Francisco, 
the pool parties of Los Angeles, health 
foods and pot in Coconut Grove, Miami 
and hope to do so in a future article. In 
fact, 1 haven't said the half of it, yet, but 
for the time being, 1 hope I’ve given you 
something to chew on.

Hugh O'Keefe

Culture shock
All my life I have been at home in a hetero-enviroument, and, in recent years have been 
able to divide my gay life from my straight life successfully and without conflict. Going 
for two weeks to Malta (that pearl set in the heart of the Mediterranean) with three hetero 
friends would therefore. I thought, present few difficulties. We'd be sharing a flat, seeing 
the sights, and soaking up the sun. Even the possibility of remaining celebate for two 
weeks seemed a small price to pay for such pleasures.

Unfortunately on arrival I found that the 
entire holiday was to be composed of the 
three S’s Sun, Sea, and Sex- but NOT in 
that order. Every day had at its fulcrum 
bird-watching, bird-hunting, and bird-laying 
Naturally my eyes were on another species, 
but without wishing to divulge my inclina­
tions, I had to play their game. Given its 
total suppression, “The libido that dare not 
speak its name" seemed somehow over­
whelming The harder I tried to slip into 
that hetero-role I had found so natural in 
the past, the more difficult and ridiculous 
the whole act became.

My friends had a continuous obsession 
to include female company in practically 
every activity, as though compensating for 
their life-styles in England. They believed 
their “success” with women would make 
or break the holiday and 1 could not con­
vince them otherwise. 1 was trapped. Barely 
a week had passed and the gay world 1 had 
left had paled into obscurity.

StiU, 1 could reassure myself that the 
Catacombs, the Gigolo, and Louise's would 
be there when 1 got back. Could 1 secretly 
pack my things, slip out to the airport, and 
escape from this island of bondage? But 
there was no escape -at least not on a 
Belair inclusive package holiday.

And yet there was still one hope. 
Frantically, I began to search for the 
crumpled piece of paper on which I had 
scribbled what little information there was 
in the Spartacus Guide. There, in faded 
pencil was written: “Lantern Bar", Sapper 
Street, Valetta. We were staying in Buggeba, 
a small town about eight miles away.

“There’s this bird I want to look up in 
Valetta. Anyone mind if 1 use the car 
tonight?” 1 said casually. (We all shared a 
hired car.)

“Sure Jeremy, have a good time, eh?” 
Nudge, nudge.

One of them tossed me the car keys and 
I was free.

Driving there, 1 conjured up visions of 
the Lantern Bar being a smoky den crowded 
with young attractive, deep tanned Maltese 
in tight trousers and floral shirt. On arrival 
I found it to be an elegant bar, playing up 
to the image of the Salisbury but almost 
entirely devoid of people. Of course! It was 
Monday night. Seated at one end of the bar

were two Maltese and at the other,three 
English tourists. That was it. Even the 
English weren’t in Valetta by choice but 
had been diverted from a flight to Mikenos! 
I soon realised that the gay life in Malta 
could scarcely be compared favourably 
with that offered at the extremities of the 
Central Line! Having spent half an hour 
perched on a stool in this desolate hostelry, 
all my optimism for the evening had faded. 
It seemed I had jumped out of the frying 
pan and into the fridge! Soon the English 
people suggested we go to another bar (not 
in the SP guide) situated in Sliema.

Although far less eleeantlv furnished, 
there were people there. A juke-box at one 
end and large photographs of Nancy Sinatra, 
CUnt Eastwood and Danny la Rue on the 
wall. There were a group of young Maltese 
there, who all seemed very friendly and 1 
asked them about being gay in Malta:

“Sees leif ees noo good hiere. Sumday 
we goo to Lundon. We have heard of your 
Catacomb*.”

It seemed that that was where moat gay 
Maltese went when they could scrape up 
the fare. The few remaining knew each 
other too well and found it difficult to have 
relationships because of their incestuous 
nature. The choice of partner is very limited. 
One boy, however, told me in detail of a 
seven-year affair he'd had with his cousin. 
Otherwise their prime source of gay contacts 
were with tourists. They don’t waste any 
time.

On returning to Buggeba I met my 
friends who were drunk after a night out 
with some girls. Now I knew for certain 
that 1 did not belong. But how would I 
survive the rest of the holiday? Without 
the effort of openly declaring myself, I 
decided to tease them by making camp 
remarks. The cues were not picked up 
beyond asking: “Have you got a sister?” So 
1 sun-bathed, water-skied and counted the 
days. When 1 got back to England I knew at 
least that I was a completely gay person; it 
was no longer a question of sexual pre­
ference alone. The heterosexual ghost in 
me had finally been exorcised.

Jeremy Russell

Motor Insurance
To every GN reader who owns a 
car/motorcycle etc:
WE OFFER YOU PREFERENTIAL 
RATES WITH ABSOLUTE 
SECURITY!
Wc arc members of a professional insurance 
institute and cover is through a major 
insurance group.
For a free quote,dip & mail the coupon to: 
Motor Dept,
Bath & Wessex Finance,
Ingledene,
Cleveland Row,
Ba th wick,
Bath.
or telephone Bristol 292966.

Name...........................................................

Address......................................................... 

Nnas 
in Brighton 

—Bellver House-
16 Egremont Place, 

Brighton.

Telephone: 65410 

****** 
Tariff includes Xmas 

Dinner/Wine at 3.00pm. 
Buffet, Supper Party.
****** 

Write or phone Ken for terms.
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Astrology & Comment 

STAR-GAYS with Merlin 
o Star Gems o

To ill rightful wearer, it will bring a power for 
wealth, although sadness and seclusion may be 
the price to pay. II LIBRANS study the strange 
centre ol the stone, the formations and patterns 
will give a secret understanding to them alone.

an’s l°3
From ancient times has come the legend 
that certain precious stones contain powers 
over each of the twelve Zodiac signs, from 
ARIES to PISCES. Quite often, these stones 
would be set in pendants or rings, but an 
even more archaic belief has it that the 
original, uncut stone has the greater occult 
power.

Today, most of us are aware of the influence 
of lovely gems, but the power of the raw, un­
polished stone seems to have been largely for­
gotten. Kabbalistic traditions have revived an 
interest, and far from being mere superstition, 
it really is beneficial to choose a stone attuned tn 
one's own birthdate vibrations, and to even 
select a sliver of rough, uncut stone from un­
polished fragments by intuitive feelings, according 
to personality and Zodiac sign. Carried about in 
a tiny protective bag, these stones will give a 
feeling of love, shielding the wearer from adverse 
influences.

No one appears to know e sadly which stone 
should be allocated to which sign, but from some 
of the most secret ol the occult traditions, I have 
selected the stones most likely to respond to the 
Zodiac personalities of today.

ARIES The Diamond. When ARIEN love 
affairs go awry, and this is often, the wearing of a 
Diamond brings strong influences of reconcilia­
tion, and even fidelity in love affairs. The most 
powerful of the stones, and the most expensive. 
Raw chippings are rarer still!

TAURUS The Emerald. Contains the power 
of eloquence for the wearer. Will aid love and 
understanding towards friends and closer relation­
ships. The stone should always be carefully washed 
to renew its freshness and sheen, even in a raw 
state.

GEMINI The Agate. Strongly marked with 
moss patterns, the stone holds special protection 
in career matters, and the development of sym­
pathy and understanding. People will be drawn to 
the wearer of this stone, and confide their 
problems. Often the wearer has unknown intuitive 
powers which are enhanced by the Agate itself.

CANCER- The Moonstone. This gem holds 
the secret of purity and chastity; hardly a present- 
day attribute for most CANCERIANS, but they 
will develop strong feelings towards home and 
family by wearing the stone, and learn the need 
to establish permanent relationships.

LEO The Ruby. Tremendous loyalty and 
courage is given to the wearer of the Ruby. Anger 
towards injustice shows itself strongly too. The 
colour will change if the wearer experiences deep 
unhappiness.

VIRGO The Blue Sapphire. Love of truth, 
sincere humility, and a deep feeling for justice in 
all things influence the wearer of this stone. Il 
will also warm the wearer's heart a little, but still 
retain an overall protection towards an individual 
virginity!

LIBRA The Opal. A warning note this should 
only be worn by a LI BRAN; for all other star­
signs it would bring ill-luck and strange influences.

SCORPIO The Topaz. Often used tor 
divining water, gold and other metals. It brings to 
SCORPI ANS a faithfulness in love matters, and 
appeases their feelings ol vindictive suspicion 
towards other mortals.

SAGITTARIUS The Turquoise. This should 
be carried as a charm against accidents, and to 
boost an ever-youthful approach to love interests.

oyb

As SAGITTARIANS travel a great deal, this gem 
has a special significance for the ever-wayward 
wanderer.

CAPRICORN The Garnet. Once neglected, 
soon to be fashionable again, Garnets bring a 
warmth and peacefulness to cold CAPRI 
CORNIANS. It teaches them humanity and 
lessens their grasping nature towards acquisition 
of money.

AQUARIUS The Amethyst. The most 
protective of the Zodiac stones. We are in the 
Aquarian Age, and all star-signs can use the 
Amethyst against evil and aggressive influences. 
It is also known as an enhancement towards 
psychic interests. Aquarians will achieve sincerity 
and contentment with this stone, and even high 
position. Science, the Arts, humanitarian matters 
also benefit.

PISCES The Bloodstone or the Aquamarine. 
Bloodstones often attract PISCEANS, with their 
water-like character responding to similar mark­
ings in the gemstone itself. A solace and a more 
decisive personality will be theirs in wearing the 
stone, but Aquamarines bring a more positive 
hope to PISCEANS, and this need for them is 
the greater.

Am most impressed with a magazine called 
TransAtlantk Review which, I notice, 
advertises in these pages. The latest issue, 
No 49, contains a revealing, if somewhat 
unnerving, interview with |ohn Rechy, best 
known for City of Night though much 
better has fallen from his pen since.

I like reading interviews. If they’re well 
done their spontaneity says more about a 
person than even an autobiography, if I met 
John Rechy now I'd feel it wasn't for the 
First time, that we'd met before and that, 
indeed, I know him rather well. The fact 
that after reading the interview I have no 
desire to meet the man at all is irrelevant. 
You sec, had I not read the interview I'd 
never have known that he was a paragon of 
narcissism.

I like the jnan I perceive vaguely through 
the books. I like his intelligence, his 
flamboyant honesty, the relish he takes in 
calling a fuck a fuck. These qualities arc 
projected even more vividly in the inter­
view, as is the robustness of his style a 
peculiarly American attribute and his 
zany language which, oddly, never gels 
boring.

But oh, oh, oh, the unforgivcablc hope- 
lessness, the utter materialism. I had thought 
from the books that this was the novelist’s 
ploy intended to symbolise the futility of 
casual sexual encounters, a sort of literal 
interpretation of Genet (Genet, I always 
feel, serves up a superb dish as long as you 
fetch along your own sense of humour as 
seasoning) but nothing of the kind! Hand 
in hand with American innocence goes 
American inability to subtli/e (a word I 
just made up) and I discover that the 
gargoyle I admired as a work of art has 
suddenly emerged as a real life grotesque 
and my admiration turns to fear fear for 
him, for myself, for you that horrible and 
most lamentable of fears that attends total, 
relentless self-absorption.

Quote. JR: I don't mind telling you, 
man, that sometimes I feel only despair 
about the whole promiscuous scene. It has 
nothing to do with morality. All I know is 
that sometimes when I come back home 
very late maybe the sun is coming out 
and I don’t know what I've been looking for 
all night and into the morning and the 
only thought I have in my mind is to 
gobble down a lot of sleeping pills and die.

Int: Is your entire sexual scene one of 
not responding to other people?

J R: My primary scene, yes.
Int: Where docs a sexual life like yours 

lead?
|R: I'll just go on becoming better, or, 

if things get grim, there's always suicide.... 
I live with the concept of suicide, and 
therefore virtually without a future. 
Granted, I may never kill myself, but simply 
the idea of doing it has moulded my life. I 
guess a contradiction of that is working out 

with weights. The only thing that has any 
continuity for me is making my body more 
and more muscular.... Finally, that's the 
only freedom you have, the freedom to die.

« * *
Penury's pretty lousy. I'm not used to it. At 
sea you never made all that much but you 
always seemed to have money in your 
pocket. You squandered it, of course, but 
then you just shipped out again. A simple, 
idyllic existence. Not so ashore. This 
writing lark yields sweet fuck all and I don't 
feel up to going on the batter np more. 
(Int: You presumably make a living by 
writing, so why do you still go out 
hustling the streets? )R: Listen, I shouldn't 
answer that question. I'll just say that 
hustling is linked to narcissism and being 
paid is proof that one is very strongly 
desired and desirable.) So I thought, if I'm 
going to stay ashore for a while I might as 
well do something I like and I like teaching. 
But it isn't as easy as that; First I must 
study for three years. So, I'm a student. 
Pretty good it is too acres of blossoming 
young birds; nice, friendly atmosphere. One 
of the first things that caught my eye in 
the college was a front page of Gay News 
pinned to a notice board along with a 
galaxy of gay propaganda. A day or two 
later a pleasant young man with crimped 
hair and sideburns accosted me in a hall 
and asked if I was me. He said there was no 
gay (how I detest that word!) group on the 
campus and would I like to help get some­
thing going. I said no, instinctively, and 
have since been analysing my motives. Still 
stand by that initial response but ask 
myself wf>>? I suppose I feel the danger 
of the homosexual struggle becoming too 
sectarian. I mean, say the lad with sideburns 
spots me as a fellow vegetarian and together 
we launch a vegetarian group. All the 
militant vegetarians get together and 
vegetate furiously while the frightened 
little closet vegetarian withdraws even 
further into his lentils. The militants think 
they arc doing wonders preaching to the 
converted, the closeted fellow feels more 
and more of an outcast while everybody 
else takes both meat and vegetables when 
the mood suits, and doesn't give a monkey’s 
fuck about alternative manners. No, it’s 
not on not for me at any rate. There isn’t 
necessarily a community of interests among 
vegetarians.

On the other hand, had the lad said "I 
feel there are a lot of folk around here who 
think this country's sexual laws arc screwed 
up and who want to get together to do 
something about attitudes on a wide 
spectrum,” then I’d say yes, yes, yes, 
without hesitation. And as a sort of 
guardian angel I'd motion we adopt 
Maureen N Foster who wrote that re­
freshingly sensible letter in GNS5.

Leo Madigan

Note: Gt M ROCKS, Brunswick Square, Blooms­
bury, London, will provide most chippings of 
the above-mentioned stones in a raw, unpolished 
state.

*cmrRc*
BROADLEYTERRACE 

MARYLEBONE 
LONDON NW1

Requests the pleasure of your company at our 
Open-Day Fair and Discotheque, 

on Saturday, 26th October at 2.30pm. 
Various stalls, sideshows, refreshments.

Fair admission 1 Op. Disco — 8.00pm — 50p.

Nottingham Nottingham

A LA CHIC i,7S7
5/13 CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM

Awarded ‘Best Gay Club in Europe’ 
by Spartacus International Gay Guide

Free Membership and Free Admission all week.
Friday & Saturday 50p.

Cheap drinks on Friday and Saturday.
Cabaret Friday — Free supper every Wednesday.

Aches & Pains
Many gay people era reluctant to discuss their 
particular problems with their local GP, though 
we hope that doctors are a bit more enlightened 
on the subject than they used to be. Since gay 
problems may be ot general Interest to our readers, 
wo nave Installed our own resident doctor. If you 
have any medical problems which you think are 
related 'o a gay life-style, please send them to 
ACHES A PAINS, c/o Gay News. 62a Chiswick

High Road, London W4 tSY, and we will print 
them and the doctor's reply. Please keep your 
letters brief and to the point. The doctor will 
privately answer some letters If a stamped 
addressed envelope Is enclosed. State CLEARLY 
If you do not want your letter printed. All 
correspondence will bo treated in the strictest 
confidence.
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fl family affair... the case for three-way sex
by Harvey Lawrence

Group sex has recently come into vogue 
along with its pop vocabulary of words 
like 'groupie', ‘love-in’, 'sexual encounter 
group . etc. This kind of sexual fulfillment 
can be tried in about as many situations as 
there are sexual positions. Group sex can 
also be categorised according to place, 
number of participants, relationship of the 
partners to each other, gender of the parti­
cipants, amount of homo and/or hetero sex 
practiced, and the durability of the group 
as a social unit.

Yet, while it is fascinating to pursue the 
beautiful possibilities, little attention seems 
to have been given to sex between married 
couples and a third partner. Even the pop' 
vocabulary has failed to provide a word or 
phrase which matches the precision of the 
French, who knowingly call it menage a 
trois.

Literally translated “household of three," 
menage a trois has commonly come to mean 
a love triangle; a sexual entente for three. 
Mutual attraction is the key to distinguishing 
this triumverate from the type of open- 
ended trios which have figured in some of 
history’s great crimes of passion. The mutual 
attraction found in these family affairs has 
taken on a new significance for gay couples 
who like to kiss-and-tell, as well as for gay 
singles who prefer the challenge of uneven 
numbers.

Families such as these are no accident. 
Their formation often requires the skill of a 
diplomat and the cunning determination of 
a jungle cat, if the outside third partner is 
to succeed in his efforts. However, a basic 
overview of “menagerie” construction can 
save the novice from blunders and fois paux 
which might end an affair on the orphanage 
steps.
Three-way rules
Perhaps the cardinal rule of three-ways is to 
remember that the couple involved deter­
mines the ground rules under which the 
“family" will function. Tins is more easily 
understood if the third partner remembers 
the fine difference between joining and being 
accepted. Since the couple is already relating 
to each other within a complex structure 
of levels, an outsider should not expect 
equality, for sex and perhaps friendship are 
only two levels out of many. The outsider 
is being invited to share in the relationship 
and should never think that he is joining of 
his own accord. Keeping this important 
distinction in mind will make the difference 
between being treated as a welcomed guest 
or rejected as a threatening intruder.

As an intimate partner and not an 
objective observer, the joiner may become 
involved involuntarily in a jealous power­
play, at which time it is best to bow out 
gracefully. Before dashing for the nearest 
exit, however, there are a number of 
overtures which can be made if the difficulty 

appears temporary or situational.
First, an attempt should be made to 

remove all three people to a neutral level, 
preferably a social one. Going to a movie 
together, dining out at a favourite restaurant, 
throwing a joint party, or similar activity 
could serve as a good presure valve. Such 
a diversion might appear secondary and in­
conclusive, but it will buy time for the 
afflicted partner, since jealousy often 
indicates a fear of change, uncertainty about 
a personal worth and position in a 
relationship.

The second tactic is to devote additional 
attention to the jealous partner. If the 
jealous partner is the less desirable of the 
couple, this latter approach will require 
exceptional devotion to duty over sexual 
preference. The over-favouring of a sexual 
bias by a joiner often underlies the actions 
of an envious lover, in which case the 
burden is squarely on the shoulders of the 
joiner.

Thirdly, a re-evaluation of the relation­
ship will determine if the joiner has broken 
the cardinal rule and thereby introduced the 
element of uncertainty mmself. This could 
range from trying to exceed the sexual 
context of the affair for a more intimate 
one, to involving the couple in more time­
consuming activities than they desire. 
Playing hard to get often proves far more 
successful than the hard sell.

The duo of the trio
This doesn’t mean that the joiner has no 
alternative than to act defensively, because 
there is a time and place in which to lay 
seige on an unattached couple. Knowledge 
of several different types of adoptable 
couples is important, however, to winning 
at sexual subversion.

Perhaps the most common couple is the 
one which hunts as a pair. Seldom seen 
apart, this couple can usually be heard in 
running dialogue as they evaluate the 
attractive prospects in their immediate 
vicinity. Their domain may be strictly 
limited to parties or run the range from 
bars to beaches. This couple is often the 
hardest kind to attract and hold since the 
joiner must be almost equally appealing to 
both lovers. Too much arousal in one or 
the other can introduce the intruder 
syndrome mentioned earlier. Barring this 
disruption, the joiner may well experience 
the ultimate in double pleasure. This

couple is also the most restless and may 
tire quickly of a familiar face.

Less visible, yet almost as common, is 
the couple in which one lover does the 
hunting, but both share in the feast. Couples 
in this category employ a wide assortment 
of tactics and are more permanent in 
maintaining family unity. Some of these 
couples will appear similar to the “team 
couple” mentioned first, but may take turns 
giving into each other's personal favourite. 
Should the joiner be fortunate enough to 
attract both lovers equally, the chances for 
a durable relationship can increase to a 
point of near certainty. On the same order, 
a joiner may find himself walking into a den 
of uncertainty since a lone lover may con­
ceal his intent until he has his prize safely 
home, at which time the joiner finds the 
bedroom scene written for trio, not duo. 
Imagine the pleasant surprise! (Imagine the 
unexpected disappointment!!) Since one of 
the lovers (not always the hunter) may have 
a deeper personal attraction for the joiner, 
chances for a durable relationship are good. 
If both lovers separately bring home the 
“goodies”, the chances are even better, since 
emotional intrusion is less feared in this 
more flexible situation.

Less common and more involved is the 
adoption of a joiner (in the nearest literal 

sense of the word) by a long-established 
couple. Here, age plays a key role since 
“parental” motives often rank close to 
sexual motives, with age differences between 
joiner and couple averaging about 10 years. 
These relationships are perhaps the most 
durable and well-rounded, as long as the 
joiner is not robbed of his individuality and 
self-respect by a patronising couple.

True equality as an individual is lowest 
of all cases, but emotional involvement is 
also the greatest of any type mentioned so 
far. Calling this trio a family would not be 
an exaggeration, except by the strictest 
definition.

Trios which evolve over a long period 
and out of a non-sexual association are 
rare. A classical example exists where a 
couple attaches themselves to a mutual 
ex-lover, with very satisfying results. In 
some cases, a trio of close friends will 
transcend the temporary isolation when 
two friends turn lovers and then reunite 
with the third comrade in a renewed, yet 
modified, relationship. This menage a trois 
has been a literary favourite of fiction 
writers, but the sad truth is that real 
examples are so scarce that it wouldn’t be 
hard to believe they only exist in literature.

Even so, it’s fun to imagine how the Three 
Musketeers spent their night off!

The joiner’s etiquette
Knowledge of the different types of couples 
will help the joiner organise his tactics 
beforehand, but this knowledge alone 
provides few clues as to what a joiner can 
expect when it comes to under-the-covers 
operations. This author’s advice; Go dressed 
for dinner, but expect anything!

Perhaps the first general rule of thumb 
in family bedmanship is to remember that, 
more often than not, the joiner is there to 
heighten the couple's pleasure of each 
other-much the same way that a catalyst 
unites two elements without entering into 
the final bond. Some couples will make 
their intentions very obvious and never 
permit sex between only one lover and a 
joiner. Others will pair off a lover and the 
joiner, while the other lover watches nearby 
or waits his turn. Keeping this rule in mind 
may help a joiner to prevent a case of 
over-involvement, which is a very real 
problem in cases of strong mutual attraction.

Should one lover prove to be particularly 
fond of a joiner, a certain exclusive 
intimacy may be allowed. In other cases, it 
may be enjoyed on a catch-as-catch-can 
basis. Semi-exclusive arrangements may go 
so far as to provide separate, but equal, 
time for both lovers. This is typical of 
couples of long-standing who are sexually 
estranged, but still devoted companions. 
This can offer the best of both individual 
and group relationships, with the joiner 
strapped with the responsibility of seeing 
to it that things don't get out of hand. 
Rivalry can have rather awkward ways of 
pinning a joiner in embarrassing situations. 
Here again, sexual sensitivity is important 
to remember, for without knowing it, a 
joiner may violate an exclusive sexual 
privilege (not to mention the lover).

Trespassing on sexual sensitivities should 
not become a preoccupation because most 
couples who swing have long since lost the 
symbolic sexual associations found in more 
exclusive and restricted relationships. If a 
transgression is made, it is better to act as if 
it had no particular significance other than 
general sexual enjoyment instead of letting 
one of the lovers make an issue of a joiner’s 
overzealousness. In this way a joiner’s 
motives will be less suspect.

Because there are several different types 
of couples seeking joiners and vice versa, 
it’s nearly impossible to write a winner’s 

guide to co-marital bedmanship. Individual 
personalities even complicate the task 
lurther. An entire book could be devoted to 
the menage a trois as it functions at 
different levels of the 8/M scene, for 
example. In addition, there are a number of

excellent sexology books which describe 
sexual techniques to the n-degree for one, 
two, ten, or twenty partners; some dating 
from ancient India, BC. But perhaps it's all 
just as well since a few good guidelines may 
stand a joiner in better service than the 
memorising of detailed sex patterns. The 
right technique in the wrong place (who 
ever heard of a wrong place?) is as good as 
no technique at all.

There is one point which should not be 
overlooked. Be it a one-night stand or a 
running life-long affair, it is only sporting 
to mention the very high divorce rate 
common in the menage a trois. For those 
who like just the sampling of life's sexual 
delights, divorce is simply the time between 
families. For others, it’s an end to dreams 
of greater personal fulfilment. In the latter 
case, if the joiner is suddenly kicked out of 
the family tree, the rejection can smart and 
leave a slightly bitter after-taste. Remember 
ing that deep emotional involvement is a 
principal no-no is of little comfort to a 
joiner who naturally associates good times 
with good people. Families in which a joiner 
does reach that ultimate glory and becomes 
a third lover are more plentiful in song and 
story than in real life. But who can really 
blame a guy for trying?

Does this mean that all good deeds will 
come to naught? On the contrary. A joiner 
may find good friends in these relationships, 
although he may never reach his ultimate 
goal in intimacy. As often as not, a family 
will dissolve because the couple has parted 
and not because the joiner has been rejected 
in favour of some other desirable individual. 
Joiners have often become not only primary 
sex partners, but chief confidants to both 
lovers, making them very valuable com­
panions for all occasions.

Another value of the menage a trois is 
the way in which it reawakens a sense of 
belonging; a feeling of deep human closeness 
strangely absent in our crowded urban 
society. Perhaps it goes deeper, to tribal 
rites and all the wonderful mysteries of 
sexual attraction. The menage a trois is 
unique to all other forms of group sex, as a 
fascinating expression of sexugl fulfillment, 
and provides numerous possibilities for 
personal discovery, for both couples and 
singles.
NOTE: This article originally appeared in 
Milwaukee's GPU News; to whom we send, 
love and thanks for allowing us to reprint il.
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So you think that you have 
problems?

If at first you don’t succeed
Those of you who read, as I do, the adverts at the back of Gay News for the various gay 
groups, will have noticed one for a Jewish group. Now you may wonder why there should 
be a need for Jewish Cays to have a group of their own. Why are their problems so 
different to other gay people? To answer that one must know something of the back­
ground of the average Jew. The one thing that no Jew can ever forget is that he is a Jew. 
This is a condition that has been built up over thousands of years and being a small and 
over the centuries a persecuted race, has resulted in them being a very inward looking 
people. A symptom of any such society is the strength and pride of the family unit. This 
could be said to be at its strongest in the Jews.

It might be said also that from the mom- his life and who, as a result, had a nervous
ent a Jewish child is bom, it is raised to be breakdown. While he had the right idea, he
ghetto conscious. For a boy this starts a 
few days after birth when he is circumcised.

did not have the strength to carry it through. 
Just at the time when it looked as if the

It then continues with religion classes until 
he is thirteen when he becomes Barmitzvah. 
He is then considered a man. For a girl it 
is stressed that it is through her that the

whole idea might fall flat, a group of 
people took the idea over and started to 
get things going. The group's first meeting 
was in fact a talk to a Jewish youth club

line flourishes. Both are expected to go to a 
Jewish Youth dub and to mix with their 
own kind rather than with non-Jews. Non 
Jewish friends are frowned upon and in 
most Jewish circles, it is thought wrong to

which had written to the Albany Trust to 
ask if they might suggest a speaker on the 
topic of homosexuality. Anthony Grey had 
heard of the group and passed the letter to 
its chairman. Speakers were arranged and

inger Jews
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the group made its first public appearance.
In the beginning, members were found 
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a Jewish mother of a gay would accept her 
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accepted a non-Jewish girlfriend. J

That, of course, is an extreme but it d<^ 
show how strong ghetto mentality can b«M 
This goes right through life. It is well- 
known that there are areas where 
in close-knit proximity, for example folders 
Green. All these pressures can resuljp 
marriages that should not have hai 
know of one married man who iu 
a grandfather. As far as is possiy 
hapflBT ” 
should 
but wa!

The 
mother isM 
as some pel 
the family 
ago. She is thE 
to meet a “nid 
case may be. Y< 
you will never 1 
lives. Of course, 
have to be Je^ 
that. True, bw 
Jewish motj^s 
She is alsi 
of the fas 
the man 
to

HMte today a few of the ; 
are 
easy for the majority. There 
Jewish gay, the problems are enoW| 
he lives in such a tight society, heU 
unaware that there are other gay Je’ 
that I have met thought that their gaW 
was unique. It could be said that the 
problem for the gay Jew is that to com 
terms with life he must break away fromR 
his rigid family structure and be an 
individual. To come from a religious back­
ground which says that homosexuality does 
not exist and yet has in its history the story 
of David and Jonathan is not easy to come 
to terms with. The Jewish religion has 
changed little over the centures although it 
is true that there are today two factions of 
the religion the orthodox and the pro­
gressives. It is from the latter that the best 
hope for the gay Jew emanates. The ortho­
dox are set and unalterable whilst the 
progressives contain a number of free- 
thinking rabbis who arc sympathetic, but 
nevertheless, will not take a resolute line of

Passover when we hold our popular “Gay 
Seder” (Seder being the traditional meal 
on the first two nights of the Passover). 
More was written of our 1973 Seder in a 
previous issue of Gay News. It should be 
noted, however, that the Jewish Gay 
Group is not an overtly religious group.

Members of the group also give talks to 
non-gay Jewish groups explaining “how it 
is.” which we believe to be very important 
as both sides can learn from each other, 
for the speakers gain strength from talking 
about their life-style whilst the listeners

action.
At the moment there is no way in which 

a gay Jew can reconcile his private life with 
his religion if he should so wish. It is against 
all this that gay Jews have to fight and it 
was with this in mind that the Jewish Gay 
Group was first formed.

The group was originally the idea of one 
man who could not equate the two sides of

are made aware that we are really ordinary 
human beings.

As may be seen from this article, the 
Jewish Gay Group does fulfil a useful 
function. Further details on any of our 
activities may be obtained from mt at 
BM/JHG*. London WC1V 6XX.

Timothy Goldard

Tickets from Tricky Dicky, Gaysoc or your local CHE group

Sadly, despite the trials and tribulations, 
the pioneering fun was not to last. Hugh's 
first love, the theatre, and the demands it 
made upon his time, destroyed the relation­
ship with his friend and the gay Dajon club 
venture collapsed.

As an actor “Futch” was used to dis­
appointment, and increased theatrical work 
was to blunt the bitterness of the twin blow 
that circumstances had dealt.

But the trials of yesteryear have been 
the stepping stones of today's success.

Hugh's basic mixture of shyness and 
determination have helped him assert his 
personality in showbusiness to a point 
where he is known in all the communica­
tions media and not just the stage.

He has appeared in some 32 films, taken 
numerous roles on television both in drama 
and commercials, and will shortly be re­
hearsing another part for BBC television 
in the "Barlow at Large" series to be 
screened later this year or early 1975.

Fame and media exposure has not gone 
to Hugh Futcher's head. He still tries to 
relax in his other life of the Portsmouth 
publican, where with his friend Rodney 
he serves not only liquor but his own brand 
of gay humour and good cheer.

“People come out to enjoy themselves," 
he says, “and it is our responsibility to make 
sure that they do. "

NKH
PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE

Bed & Breakfast served till noon 
Colour TV in lounge.

50 Egremont Place, Brighton, Sussex 
Guests: Brighton 693144 

Bookings: Brighton 683961

Central Heating
Easy Reach of Station 

Close to Seafront, Bars and Clubs 
Personal Attention Friendly Atmosphere

Just for a change. Gay News is resisting the starry glitter of the Metropolis to bring you a 
piece from our Portsmouth and District correspondent, RICHARD THOMSON, who 
recently sent us the following interview with local celebrity HUGH FUTCHER.
Perseverance and determination may seem 
outmoded virtues but for actor, publican, 
and former club owner Hugh Fulcher, it 
has been a sure recipe for success.

Between breaks from his stage, screen, 
and television work, Hugh can be seen in 
his other role as licensee of the DUKE OF 
DEVONSHIRE pub in Southsea. which 
after sixteen years he took over from his 
mother on her retirement from the business 
in January 1973.

"My mother always wanted to be a 
publican," Hugh recalls, "and her big chance 
came when she was able to leave a deposit 
with a local brewery. A little while later 
we had a call from the brewery to look at 
this little pub in Albert Road and that was 
that.”

But if Hugh inherited his publican mantle, 
the break into acting was not so easy.

There are some 12,000 professional 
actors throughout Britain of which much 
more than half are almost constantly un­
employed: the financial rewards are often 
less than £500 per year, and luck can some­
times play a greater part in career advance­
ment than ability.

Doggedness, combined with a dis­
position conditioned to rejection and the 
dole queue, are essential requisites of an 
actor's mental make-up.

It is for this reason that Hugh's early 
theatrical ambitions were positively dis­
couraged by his parents. Although unaware 
of the cold unpalatable facts, they were 
sufficiently knowledgeable of the precarious 
nature of the profession to regard it as an 
unsuitable career for him.

His father, a station master, was practi­
cally orientated, and with his roots in a 
working class background was unable to 
grapple with Hugh's burning desire for the 
glamour of the stage.

The young Futcher's determination for 
the bright lights started early. It began at 
school where strangely enough his second 
pantomime, "Aladdin," turned out to be 
his first professional job on leaving the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

He still has a particular affection for 
pantomime, where his favourite role as one 
of the ugly sisters stimulates fond memories 
of schoolboy ambition.

“If it hadn't been for a mother and a 
father, particuarly a father, who thought it 
was ridiculous that a son should want to 
put make-up on his face, I think I would 
have been involved even earlier. Conse­
quently for three years after I left school 
the only job they would even begin to 
accept me doing was with the John Lewis 
Partnership as a window dresser.”

Parental opposition only served to 
strengthen his feeling for the theatre. Every 
free moment was occupied with amateur 
dramatics, and with heriditary persistence 
he wrote to almost every repertory company 
in the country for a job without success.

Finally he applied to the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art, was subsequently invited 
to attend for interview, and accepted on 
what is recognised as the first step of an 
actor’s traditional career structure.

Futcher's first big success came with a 
break when director John Dexter offered 
him a part in the West End production of 
Arnold Wesker’s “Chips with Everything,” 
and a steady stream of provincial engage­
ments provided him with a secure ground­
work of experience in the theatre.

But his early stage career was to be 
abruptly terminated by an accident, which 
literally gave Portsmouth and Southsea 
“its first and only gay club.”

Hugh explained: “My friend John and I 
were driving on the A3 Portsmouth road to 
a theatrical engagement when we ran into 
the back of a Covent Garden lorry.

“We underwent an agonising period of 
convalescence in Southsea, and as we had 
both been cut about the face we tended 
only to go out at night.”

Fed up and with nothing particular to do 
they struck lucky: “While driving through 
Sussex Road, Southsea, we saw a rather 
large premises to let. We looked it over and 
asked the estate agents if they would mind 
us turning it into a guesthouse. They said 
that provided they got the rent we could do 
as we liked, and so the DAJON club was 
bom. It was the first, best, and only gay 
club Southsea has ever had.”

The club had some fearsome opposition. 
In those days Portsea Island had a very 
active gay social scene, and the counter­
attraction of the Albany, Criterion, and the 
Rose of England bars must have posed a 
serious challenge to the Dajon’s prospects 
of remaining in business.

On the Club's opening night Hugh struck 
on a novel advertising gimmick: “1 went 
down to the Kings theatre and told all the 
stars there was a gay club in the town.”

Soon enterprise brought the correspond­

ing reward; business began to boom, and the 
local gays loved it.

Clubowner Futcher encouraged the 
locals to mix with the stars, the cabaret 
often provided by a well-known personality: 
“One night Lance Percival agreed to do a 
spot for us after he finished the evening 
performance at a Bournemouth theatre. He 
arrived just after ten and asked me the 
names of some of the local personalities who 
were in the Club. It was absolutely hilarious 
how he was able to weave his act around 
the names." Guests at the club on that 
particular occasion included most of the 
cast of the Festival Theatre ballet.

But all was not easy going there were 
the tough times as well, and residents of 
Portsmouth, particularly the Osbourne 
Road area, may recall “the night of HMS 
Victorious.”

"We had a rule," Hugh explained, “that 
persons in uniform were not admitted, but 
my sweet dorm an got rather carried away 
with a certain gentleman and before we 
knew where we were there were twelve men 
in uniform in the club. They took the place 
apart."

The incident was not completely without 
amusement, and former club members recall 
the terrible occasion, when the melee was at 
its height, Hugh was seen running to the 
comparative safety of the garden clutching 
the till with a sailor in hot pursuit armed 
with a candle!

It was a fine tribute to the impact that 
the club had on the Southsea gay com­
munity that friends stayed behind all night 
to put the club together.

Local personality Hugh Futcher
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Robin Maugham: the man & the author
Parti

In the first part of this two-part series 
(published last issue), Robin Maugham 's 
family and social background were sketched 
in. His life-style and creative writing up 
until The Wrong People were discussed. 
Maugham talked about his relationship with 
Somerset Maugham, his early writing. The 
Servant, and his attitude towards sexuality 
and sexual definition of his writing.

Upon completion of the fmt draft of The 
Wrong People, Robin Maugham gave it to 
Somerset Maugham to read. "Willie read it 
at a sitting," explained Robin. "It was the 
first novel that he'd read straight through 
in yean. ‘But they’ll murder you,' Willie 
warned me.”

To this day, Robin is not sure if his 
uncle meant it would be the critics who 
would "murder” him or outraged homo­
sexual readers. For The Wrong People vividly 
represents a picture of much of the seamier 
side of homosexuality; and much that is 
infinitely pathetic.

Sitting at the centre of the plot, like 
some all-devouring spider at the centre of 
its web, is Ewing Baird. Ewing is a rich, 
middle-aged Anglo-American expatriate gay. 
He lives in Tangier in a state of immense 
comfort and luxury. But he is not happy. 
Ewing is searching for the perfect lover 
and companion and in the most crucial 
piece of dialogue in the novel explains that 
“if I'm interested in a boy, 1 do want to be 
able to discuss art and literature with him. 
I want to impart to him the little fraction 
of it all that 1 know. .. For me that's the 
main point of the whole business.”

But Ewing's quest seems hopeless. For 
the boys he has known have already been 
formed. They have been too old to settle 
cosily into a Pygmalion and Galatea 
relationship.

Ewing meets Arnold Turner, a master at 
an English approved-school. Turner is 
holidaying in Tangier and, until he meets 
Ewing, having a pretty dull time. Ewing 
introduces him to the soft under-belly of 
Tangier, helps him slide into a passionate 
love affair with a young Moroccan boy, 
Riffi, and then announces his plan.

Ewing's plan is devilishly simple. In 
exchange for a villa outside Tangier, enough 
money to live on, and, most of all, for 
Riffi, Arnold will smuggle one of his pupils 
out of England - and bring him to Ewing for 
transformation into the ideal companion. 
The plan works beautifully. But then 
Arnold's conventional morality intervenes 
and destroys it. By the end of the book only 
Ewing remains untouched, unharmed and 
in a position to carry on as before.

People behind ‘The Wrong People’

Remarkably, for a gay novel. The Wrong 
People received a great deal of critical 
acclaim both in England and in America- 
and shot to the top of the British bestseller 
list. It is an odd and compelling book 
though hardly, as Cyril Connolly's intro­
duction describes it, a thriller. Ewing and 
the camp bar-owner Wayne are basically 
rather unpleasant characters as is the 
segment of Tangier society described in 
the book. Arnold Turner is simply wet 
no tears need be shed over him. He is one 
of those dreary people who are quite unable 
to grab at any of the opportunities life 
offers them. Riffi, the Moroccan boy, is the 
only appealing character in the book. But 
Ewing is not to be despised. He may be 
wicked by conventional terms, but he is 
also a deeply sad character trapped in a very 
real situation.

For it is not uncommon for the rich 
(or not-so-rich) queen to find himself 
attracted by boys who are neither of his 
class nor possessed of his intellect. Rela­
tionships such as these too often founder 
as they begin-in the bed. For, too often, 
once out of bed there is a void. Communion 
may be made but only through a meeting 
of the body, rarely through a meeting of 
the mind.

Ewing's quest is also Robin's quest. 
Throughout his books we get descriptions 
of young men and boys who are remarkably 
similar. Even if it is not actually written, it 
is possible to read between the lines and 
see that these fictional relationships failed 
because of the mis-mating of minds. In 
Robin's autobiography, he writes of his 
relationship with 'Jim' in exactly the tones 
of Ewing Baird. I asked him if he saw a lot 
of himself in Ewing.

MAUGHAM: “I think certain things, yes. 
That great speech where Ewing*explains 
that a Moroccan boy of fourteen is no good 
to him because he wants a boy of fourteen 
of his own race and his own nation whom 
he can take round every picture gallery, 
show the most beautiful things in Europe 
educate.” 

X. This led to a question about the reality

had looked at their list and seen that this 
old bore was going to speak and they'd 
got the lovely prize position in the 
embrasure. Very good seats overlooking 
the river. And they really ordered them­
selves all the teas their nannies had never 
allowed them. They had muffins and 
crumpets and honey and they were 
absolutely gorging themselves. Now both 
of them were over eighty and deaf. One 
said to the other: ‘1 say, Blenkinsop, I never 
knew you were a bugger.' Rather like a kind 
of prehistoric animal, it took a long time 
for the remark to sink in. And Blenkinsop 
said, ‘Well, l‘m not, as a matter of fact, you 
know. I'm happily married and I've produced 
eight nippers.' So the other one said, ‘Well 
you voted for them, didn't you?' ‘Well, to 
tell you the truth, I did vote for the buggers,' 
said Blenkinsop. ‘And I'll tell you why. 
When I was a nipper myself I once had it 
whopped up me at school and, to tell you 
the truth, I rather enjoyed it.’

“Two absolutely wonderful old gentle­
men. And then there was the one who came 
up to me in the corridor and said: 'You 
know, the truth of the whole matter is it’s 
just a knack like learning to ride a bicycle. . 
Once you learn the knack, you never forget 
it.’ ”

Gordon of Khartoum the last hero

In the mid-fifties Robin wrote a play 
about the last days of General Charles 
George Gordon Gordon of Khartoum. But 
Gordon continued to fascinate him long 
after the play The Last Hero-had been 
forgotten. Immediately prior to his auto­
biography, Robin published The Last 
Encounter, a novel in diary form about 
Gordon. For the old fascination lingered. 
What had caused Gordon to go out to 
Khartoum, stay there when ordered back 
to Cairo, and, ultimately, stay on when he 
knew he faced certain death at the hands 
of the Mahdi's followers? Robin posed the 
question: Was it Gordon's death wish, 
caused by his repressed homosexuality, 
which prompted him to stay on in 
Khartoum?

by Peter Burton
of any of the characters in The Wrong 
People-were they based on Tangier 
characters?

MAUGHAM: “It’s interesting; almost 
every old queen in Tangier is determined 
that he is a character in The Wrong People. 
Now, Cyril Connoly who wrote the intro­
duction and knows Tangier as well as I do 
went through the book with a fine tooth 
comb with me. To check that there was no 
one who could claim a likeness. You see, 
the school-master doesn't belong to Tangier. 
He is totally imaginary. Only one character 
is totally real and that is Riffi. Oh, and 
Wayne. He’s based on Dean of Dean's Bar. 
But Dean is dead now. "

After the success of The Wrong People 
and the cathartic effect of his admissions 
on television, Robin appeared to unleash 
himself. He now approached the task of 
writing his autobiography.

Maugham's alter ego

Escape from the Shadows is an extraordinary 
autobiography, in it, Maugham traces with 
painful clarity his sexual awakening, aware­
ness and problems with his homosexuality. 
But he goes further than an exposure of his 
sexual inclinations. For he writes about his 
tortured childhood and incidents which, 
culminating in his fighting in the Western 
Desert during the Second World War, caused 
him to suffer from dissociation of per­
sonality. He explains, in fact, there are two 
Robins. One, the alter ego. Tommy, is 
coarse and brutal; the other, Robin as most 
people know him, is generous and kind.

Tommy is only one of the shadows' 
Robin escapes from. The other two are his 
father, the Lord Chancellor, and his uncle, 
Somerset Maugham. Both disapproved of 
Robin- his father because he wasn't the 
hearty, sporting, lawyer son he would have 
liked, Uncle Willie because he became, even 
whilst Willie was still alive, a successful 
writer in his own right and, probably more 
especially, because he was less cautious 
about concealing his sexual nature.

Tire portrait Robin Maugham has drawn 
of himself spares the reader, and himself, 
nothing.

Containing, as it does, much material 
about Somerset Maugham, the autobiography 
makes a companion piece to Robin’s earlier 
‘family biography'-Somerset and All the 
Maughams.

1 asked Robin if he thought he’d have 
written differently had he not been 
homosexual.

MAUGHAM: “1 think it’s awfully hard 
to say. After all, three of my books which 

have had the greatest successes have not 
been homosexual at all; because I am bi­
sexual, though predominantly homosexual, 
I hope 1 can understand both sides, as it 
were. If you take The Barrier, The Green 
Shade and The Rough and the Smooth, 
there are three novels in which not one 
queer character appears. Yet they all had 
successes.

“I have allowed myself more licence, I 
think, than more remote novelists who are 
kind of 'closet queens.' After all, I got up 
on BBC and I told eight million people that 
1 loved boys; well, you can’t be more honest 
than that! And 1 don’t care.

“1 mean, 1 think that the most rewarding 
thing I’ve done is my autobiography. I’ve 
kept a file in my villa on Ibiza of the letters 
I’ve received by people who’ve read it. And 
they are so moving. They come from every 
rank, every class, every type. And they were 
written on crested paper, on ordinary note­
paper, virtually some of them, on toilet 
paper. They say things like: ‘Having read 
your book, I know I can trust you not to 
reveal my name. But if I had not read your 
book, 1 would have committed suicide 
within the week. Tire fact of what you say 
in your autobiography has given me the 
courage to go on.' Now that is something.

“One of the things about coming out 
is that quite often people say, ‘Why do you 
need to say you're homosexual?’ But, of 
course, the thing is, it's not so much for 
our own sake or so much for members of 
heterosexual society.

“Somebody said to me, when I addressed 
a recent Yorkshire Post literary lunch, ‘Don’t 
think about the people in the big towns, 
because they'll always be able to make an 
arrangement. Think of somebody in a small 
town or a village who is a homosexual. What 
can he do in the present state of social 
society?' And 1 think that is a terrible and 
awful thought and that is why 1 carry on.
1 hammer on and I go on BBC, and whenever 
1 go on, 1 never miss an opportunity of 
saying I'm queer and that 1 think it's 
absolutely splendid. I get furious with the 
Church and, indeed, with the State, when 
they say: Do you realise that this is an 
abominable crime?’

Gay debate in the House of Lords

“The most wonderful thing was the 
homosexual debate in the House of Lords. 
There was a great moment when some 
tremendous anti-queer got up to speak, and 
everybody made a rush for the tea bar. But 
not before two very old Peers who kjiew 
their stuff fanbetter than we did. They

Once again Robin Maugham was re­
turning to the themes of sexual ambiguity, 
sexual guilt and sexual fear. This time, 
however, he was concentrating solely on 
the anguish and suffering which repression 
can cause.

Gordon’s first six journals were pub­
lished shortly after his death. They show an 
idiosyncratic man, fanatically religious, 
with a deep loathing for society and no 
especial liking for women though no 
overt homosexuality. No seventh journal 
survived the burning of Khartoum- though 
it is fair to surmise that Gordon recorded 
the actions of these last months. The Last 
Encounter is an imaginative recreation of 
that seventh diary, of Gordon's thoughts 
and actions in those final days. Dominating 
the entire book is Gordon's growing aware­
ness of his own homosexuality and what the 
repression has driven him to. For it is 
Maugham's premise that the tedium of life 
in the beseiged city and the time to ponder 
drove Gordon to this awareness -something 
which is too much for him to bear. The 
realisation of his homosexual desires con­
vinces Gordon he must stay on in Khartoum 
and hope for death-to-take the desires from 
him.

The diary technique works well, and 
throughout The Last Encounter there is an 
air of accuracy and authenticity which 
make it all the more convincing.

The Gordon novel was followed by a 
period romance. The Barrier is set in an 
Indian hill-station in the 1890s. It tells the 
story of the unhappy marriage between a 
young girl newly arrived from England and 
a middle-aged Colonel. The girl eventually 
falls for a young Indian groom. But inter­
racial romance cannot even be considered 
at this period and in this locale. The Barrier 
is as readable as any of Robin Maugham's 
novels. Yet it is unsatisfying. The love 
affair between the married woman and the 
Indian boy doesn’t seem to be strong enough 
to carry the book-and, remarkably, there 
is little by way of subsidiary plot. Nor does 
Robin seem as at home with his Indian 
location as, for example, he obviously is 
with North Africa. The book contains five 
sonnets especially written for it by poet 
John Betjeman, and these give it a collectors' 
interest. Otherwise The Barrier must really 
be viewed as a lull between Escape from the 
Shadows and The Sign, Maugham's latest 
novel.

Between The Barrier and The Sign, 
however, Robin published his first collection 
of short stories. The Black Tent and Other 
Stories contains short fiction written over 
a period of nearly thirty years. The stories 
vary in length, in style, very much in 
location. But they are all immensely

Continued on page 20 >
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Liberation jottingsFrom Don Busbv Studios

41-43 NEAL STREET
LONDON WC2

If you have not already sent 
off for Lists of our new and 
delightful publications, why 
not do so now* Alternatively 
you could look in at our own 
Studio 200 Bookshop (at the 
same address) where you can 
browse in pleasant and private 
surroundings. We have so 
many new publications for all 
tastes that it really is 
well worth the trip.

We are producing a special, large 
and incredibly beautiful Full Colour Calendar, 
featuring the choicest and most captivating young 
models ever seen1 Unsurpassed in quality and 
presentation, this Collector's Item is being 
published at £3 as a strictly limited 
edition which will appear in 
December to enable you to present 
copies to your closest and most long 
standing friends as an enchanting and 
memorable introduction to 1975!

Feminists generally dislike men writing 
about women. My justification for doing so 
is that it is of prime importance to see the 
gay plight in terms of other oppressed groups 
and that, for six months last year, I had the 
privilege (privilege indeed before I moved 
in. no other man had ever set foot in the 
particular house) of living in a gay women's 
community.

Previously my experience of Women’s 
Liberation was limited to a little reading of 
Greer and Millett and an uncomfortable 
protective feeling towards my cock at the 
mention of Valerie Solanis. While on this 
subject, 1 must mention that my guess a 
few weeks ago that lesbianism may occur 
in Muslim countries was recently confirmed. 
In parts it ir apparently as rampant as male 
homosexuality and harems, particularly, 
are hotbeds of musahhekeh tribadism (the 
art of rubbing) and that here the moweriseh 
(she-pimp) and the bellauneh (female bath 
attendant) teaches every woman the gay 
facts of life. There is an extremely funny 
account of a harem by an Arab erotologist, 
in which he urges the man to “be wary and 
sagacious not to dare choose a sehheekeh 
(lesbian). Es-sehheekeh's greatest delight 
lies in rubbing clitoris against clitoris.... 
She is scornful of virile men. Her Satanic 
joy demands arousing a man till his prickle 
stands at fullest point, then bidding a 
eunuch slice the member off. Others, in the 
foreplay, beat the testicles, twist and crush 
them, or rend them out with razor-sharp 
fingernails. Some are so treacherous and 
demonical that they will tear away the 
swollen yard, or its large proud head, with 
their teeth. Such women are to be detected 
by their coarse semblance and a protruding 
clitoris.” This heralds the manifesto of 
Scum: The Society for Cutting Up Me ft.

My experiences in the community were 
extremely valuable. Their oppression be­
came very real and their deliberate 
eradication of gender roles (interior 
decorating, doing the plumbing) an 
inspiration.

Most important was becoming aware of 
my own chauvinism. Sexism, racism and 
ageism manifest themselves crudely in 
society but there are also those subtle traits 
that have woven themselves insidiously in 
our make-up. Beyond the barrage of 
propaganda, the educational and condition­
ing processes are deep and subliminal. And 
we are really very egotistical creatures. Like 
Gulliver, who after his travels was unable to 
learn anything from the iniquities he had 
experienced and was as bigotted and vicious 
towards his family, indeed like the reader 
who, finishing the book, feels safe because 
it is not really (s)he who is being criticised 
or satirised-it is always the nebulous 
“them”-we are reluctant to confess our 
own prejudice, it is easy to notice sexist ads, 
less obvious is the social and semantic 
denigration Recently 1 noticed how in all 
pairs (men and women, boys and girls, etc) 
the female always follows the male. The 
only exception, ladies and gentlemen, is 
because of the elimination of the redundant 
introductory Lords. So 1 reverse the order 
and rather write Dear Madam or Sir. Ideally 
it should be irrelevant, but the situation is 
not an ideal one.

As a gay I thought 1 would be exempt 
from the feminist wrath. I was, however, 
met with a great deal of hostility, a few 
women initially refused to speak to me. 
There were others who would more gently 
point out my mistakes: once (quite un­
conscious of the denigration, but using the 
current cant) 1 referred to a woman as “a 
chick.” I was tactfully corrected and was 
grateful for the tact.

In restrospect I realise that the aggression 
was also necessary. Once 1 was impugned by 
one woman, also stating that 1 was gay 
because I hated women! Now I still think 
that remark was unfair and irrational, but 
I can understand it. When 1 am in the

Follow-Up Magazine 
Male International 

Boys Express 
Superkids 

Quorum 
Colt! 
and 

many 
others

We have a corner building 
almost opposite Herne Hill 
Station (2 stops from Victoria) and 
we are open from noon to 8.00pm on Mondays 
Tuesdays and Thursdays; From noon to 
9.30pm on Fridays; And from 
10.30 to 6.oopm on 
Saturdays.

The response was incredible. Gays were 
grouped with “sinners, murderers, klepto­
maniacs and lunatics”! One mother dis­
closed how the god who casts out devils 
similarly cast out her son's homosexuality. 
One asks oneself whether the devil himself 
has not instilled this education and 
conditioning.

Now we are ignoring other groups 
bleeding under the heels of jackboots. How 
much more will our smugness be when we 
are established and entrenched within the 
society? Solidarity is of paramount import­
ance. There is really very little difference 
between police harassment in cottages and 
their behaviour at the Windsor Festival. 
Recently the letter page in Gay News carried 
a criticism of me for recommending cheap 
hotels where “Hippies (sic) and other 
unsavoury characters" congregate. The 
writer has forgotten the debt he owes to 
the underground. The underground press 
both here and in America did courageous 
pioneer work in the Held of gay liberation 
at a time when gay organisations existed 
only to form ghettoes and a gay press was 
non-existent. Where else in those days could 
one find gay contact ads? These magazines 
suffered for the pioneer work. The editors 
of IT were prosecuted and convicted for 
publishing gay ads, all copies of Gay Os 
were seized from the bookstalls and after 
continual harassment the Oz editors were 
convicted for “corrupting the morals of the 
young," the author of The little red school 
book (which included a sane and sensible 
attitude towards gayness) was convicted 
and the book banned, it is smug and 
ungrateful to bite the hand that helped open 
the closet door.

It seems to me that in the New Society 
(including the gay and women's movements, 
the Black Panthers etc) organisation 
increases at function's expense and that 
organisation, per se, tends to perpetuate 
itself and increase in size like cancer until 
the original purpose withers away to a scrap 
of sentimentality and a rag of tradition 
wholly without meaning or importance. 
Genet in a foreword to George Jackson's 
prison letters points out the dilemma of the 
black man who has to use the words and 
symbols of the white man in order to 
communicate. Similarly there are real 
dangers when alternative groups use the 
obsolete tools of the establishment. Do we 
want to change it or be assimilated into it?

The House of Commons and the House 
of Lords have been built on highly sexist 
foundations. They ought to be no more 
than historical wax museums. Traditional 
organisational theory, as practised by even 
the most radical organisations, is built upon 
a framework of power and control that is 
totally irrelevant to liberation. Organisation 
in terms of linear sequence is more than 
obsolete in the present technological 
environment, it is virulent, a social 
pathology, neither fun nor useful.

in one discussion with the women of the 
community, we all decided that the most 
efficacious tactic to alter this male-
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company of both straight and, alas, gay 
men 1 continually hear disparaging remarks 
towards women or lesbians. 1 can under­
stand why Eldridge Cleaver refuses to trust 
any white (wo)man. Irrational anger can 
bring about social change. The sycophantic 
politeness of reformism is perhaps its 
limitation.

I cannot dismiss reformism. It is good that 
those No Coloureds accommodation cards 
have vanished, it is only right that women 
should be given equal pay, it will be good 
if a seventeen-year-old gay will not have to 
fear prosecution.

As I see it, it is too easy for reformism to 
become an end, rather than a means. Even 
where reformism has succeeded, it has 
tended towards the goal of equal oppression 
under law, rather than liberation. If the 
age of consent is lowered to eighteen, how 
long must we campaign before it is sixteen, 
then fourteen? Equality is not a concession 
to be granted us. It is our right.

Reformism ignores the real problem, the 
prejudice that has been rooted in the public. 
Recently London Broadcasting Company 
(LBC) had a phone-in programme on the 
theme,'“Christianity and the Homosexual."

dominated world is for all of us (women 
and men) to stress our feminity. To change 
ourselves is more difficult than to change 
the world (it is easier to castrate Hugh 
Heffner), but this is the only hope to 
achieve a saner balance and harmony. 
Similarly gays must confront the narcoticised 
public with our gayness.

I propose a natural urban-guerilla club, 
both angry and fun-orientated. Jim Ander­
son and friends employed a guerilla tactic 
of openly and uruhamedly kissing one 
another goodbye on busy tubes. The point 
is, we cannot conduct the present, any part 
of it, with the techniques of the 19th 
century. The Industrial Revolution is over 
and we lost.

We must eschew the establishment 
stereotype. Something else is necessary and 
if the opposition fails at first to recognise 
the liberating nature of our invention, that 
is their problem.

We must innovate now.
Derek James

ED: This is the first of an occasional column 
by Derek James, whose past contributions 
were his popular traveller's notes on the East J

Gay News Number 57




