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GERMANY: The German monthly gay
magazine Du & /ch found itself with a scoop
on its hands when it won itself an interview
with Devid Cassidy in Hamburg recently
and David told them that he was gay.

Valentino Rhonheimer of Du & Ich,
and Heinz--one of the magazine's readers—
waited with crowds of reporters in the lobby
of David's hotel. They finally struck lucky
when, to their surprise, David chose them to
speak to-leaving reporfers from some of
the big national papers hanging around in
the hotel. He explained that they were the
youngest people waiting, and they didn't
look as though they were just out to score
points for their paper by getting an exclusive
interview.

David didn’t realise that he had picked
on a gay magazine, and laughed when he
was told. It amused him, because it didn't
match up to his picture of the average
German as a very straight and sober person.

There was not much time to spare, so
the two visitors didn’t beat around the bush.
“Do you love giris or boys?™ asked Heinz,
apologising for his bluntness.

And David's reply (translated from the

S NO Neekd

EDINBURGH: The organisers of the Inter-
national Congress on Gay Rights, to be held
this year from December 18-22, are pushing
ahead with their plans to involve as many
nationalities as possible in the proceedings.
Derek Ogg has just returned from an
extensive tour of North America, during
which he spoke to a number of leading gay
liberationists and activists, including Frank

Kameny, Bruce Voeller, Barbara Gittings
and George Hislop. Derek hopes that Frank
Kameny will be coming to Edinburgh to
speak to the congress.
lan Dunn is at present visiting European
capitals to stir up interest nearer home, and
in the middle of November, lan Christie will
be flying out to Australia to bring the good
]

Congress goes international

I've nothing at all to hide. I have many
friends, men friends, who | sleep with—and
I enjoy it. Satisfied?"

Well, they weren’t quite satisfied, How
could he be so open about it, they wanted
to know. Wasn't he afraid it would harm
his career?

The answer to that one was simple: *l
don’t let anyone dictate to me who I shall
sleep with. Just as | don't tell anyone who
they should sleep with.”

Heinz and Valentino wondered how his
young female fans would react to the news.
And they wondered whether he would have
had the same success if it had been known
that he siept with men. David didn't know
the answer to that one. “l only know that
I wouldn’t want to sing to audiences who
didn’t like me just because | had slept with
a man.”

And that, you might say, is that. Except
it would be interesting now to find out if
he is bisexual —for the sake of the young
girls who sent us angry letters when we ran
our last story on David.

Du & Ich is published in Hannover, at
Leine-Verlags GmbH, An der Apostel-
kirche 3, 3 Hannover 1.

Amongst the people who have agreed to
be sponsors of the congress are Gore Vidal,
Iris Murdoch, David Steel MP, Robin Cook
MP, Christopher Isherwood, Robin Maugham
and the Bishop of Edinburgh.

The congress agenda provisionally
includes sessions on the law, the media, gay
women, young gays, and counselling and
befriending. Registration and accommo-
dation for the whole of the congress costs
£16 for UK delegates and £14 for overseas
delegates. If you wish to make your own
accommodation arrangements, then food,
entertainment and congress sessions on their
own will only cost you £6 for the five days.

The address to write to is Congress
Secretary, 8b Mayfield Gardens, Edinburgh
EH9 2BU.

LOCALBACKING
FOR GLF
CANDIDATE

LONDON: A small piece of history is being
made at this general election when for the
first time a candidate is standing for
Parliament on a gay liberation ticket.

The candidate, 28-year-old Malcolm
Greatbanks, is standing for the Lambeth
Norwood constituency in South London.
For the past five years he has taught English
to foreign students at the Southwark College
of Further Education and has been living
in the Lambeth area for about four years.

Yet it was only in June 1972 that
Malcolm finally made up his mind that he
was gay. Since then events have moved
rapidly for him. In February 1973 he made
contact with South London GLF where
one of his main campaigns has been to
establish gay liberation courses in adult
education institutes and to get homosex-
uality taught in schools. Earlier this year
he was one of three GLF candidates who
stood for the Lambeth Council.

One of the most encouraging things about GL
his campaign, he says, is the support that
GLF has had from local people. A large

number of community groups operate in
the area, people banding together to try to
deal with the appalling housing conditions,
racial tensions, and educational deprivation
that exists in Lambeth. Scveral of these
groups have given GLF their backing, and
the GLF platform includes wider social
interests than just gay issues. Groups who
have offered firm support and help include
the Women's Centre, People’s News Service,
the Squatters Association, the Claimants’
Union, the Women's Place, the Food Co-
operative and Operation Omega.

But local individuals have also come out
in support. Malcolm’s nomination, for
example, proposed by Bill Thorneycroft
was seconded by Annie Collyer, landlady
of a local Watney's pub, The Windsor
Castle. She talks of the GLF regulars as
the Family. Her other regulars have also
promised to put their crosses against Mal-
colm’s name.

And a local rag and bone man is lending
F his decorated cart, with a grey to draw

Continued on page 4, column 1
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: : Qwegt Dear Gay News,
Number 5b Dear Gay News, | note that one of your correspondents
October 10 — 23 | read with anger RG Atkinson's letter | was urging us all to vote Liberal at the

With all
our love

This isn’t an Editorial. It’s just a thank-you, thank-you,
a thousand times thank-you letter to all those beautiful
readers who rushed to help when we launched our
Bath Fund appeal.

The way you reacted has been amazing. When we asked for
£1465 we were worried. When we saw the response, we realised
that they could have clobbered the paper for ten times that
amount and we would still have won through thanks to your
unbelievable support.

At the time of writing we have received £1100 towards the
costs of the case. And we have received a flood of letters
voicing support with remarks ranging from ‘Good Luck’ to
‘Sock It To The Bastards!” And all in less than a month.

Other people have organised collections for us, in pubs, and
at group meetings. Some of the gay scene’s favourite drag stars
are arranging benefit performances for us over the next week
or two.

It's over

And so now we beg you to STOP. ENOUGH, we’ve made
it, you ve made it. Hang on to your hard-earned cash. Or if
your pen is poised over your cheque-book, then think of some
of those who work hard and quietly in the background, gay
counsellors, befrienders, and perhaps you might want to
re-address the envelope to them.

Bath is behind us now. We showed them that homosexuality
was not obscene, with your help. We hope that they will also
have noticed that many thousands of gay people are both
happy and proud to be gay. After your display of generosity,
we are cven happier and prouder to be gay than before. Thank
you, from the bottom of our hearts.

Perennial
Panjandra

Symptomatic of a very common disease in gay circles
a recent letter to the Church Times, reacting to the
report that the Church of England was to set up a
working party on homosexuality.

The letter trom a gay coupie said “1t 1s to be hoped that,
in order to get an overall picture, the working party will talk
to individuals and not just to the organisations for homo-
sexuals. There are many couples like us who are living a stable
relationship of mutual and deepening love and whose
experiences could help to bring greater understanding of a
generally misunderstood way of life.”

To be charitable, the arrogance of such an attitude is usually
unconscious. Unless the letter-writers were suggesting that al/
gay individuals should be given a hearing by the working party,
what is it that they see in their own unique relationship to be
of such great value for an understanding of every other
homosexuals?

Shared expenence

The aim ot gay organisations 1s to provide a sharing of
experience, a mutual strengthening of gay people, so that any
member of such an organisation can talk not only about his
or her own narrow experience, but can accept the alternative
experiences of others. If such organisations are not truly
representative of the whole gay population, it is because of
the attitudes implicit in the above letter.

“I'm happy as 1 am. 1 don’t need a gay organisation.” No,
maybe not. But have you ever asked yourself whether gay
movements need you? Have you ever considered that by sitting
outside, you are saying, in effect, “I'm all right thanks. You’ll
just have to muddle along as best you can without me.” If you
live a stable relationship of mutual and deepening love you
might bring “greater understanding™ to gays who don’t. If, on
the other hand, you are lonely and frightened of being gay,
you might bring greater understanding to those living their
stable relationships in ignorance of what is going on around
them. Gay organisations become representative of gay pe
when gay pcople of widely dlffcnng experiences are unselfP
enough to join them, and give up their time working through
such organisations to help one another.

Unity is strength

It is s2id so o1ten that nobody hears it any more, but
people are stronger when they band together and organise. No
matter what you are striving to achieve for yourself and others.
you get further if you are prepared to work with other people.
Many find it difficult to swallow their pride, many are not
prepared to subordinate their own ambitions and opinions to
the feelings of a group. They are seldom of much use to
anyone besides themselves.

But time and time again, we are dearly shown what can be
achieved by a united effort, whether it is the struggle of the
working class through the trade union movement, or an anti-
porn campaign through the National Viewers and Listeners
Association! And had it not been for the united stand of
Maplin residents, where would Maplin Airport be now?
\Qnswer: Maplin.

Gay News weicomnes letters from its resders
on any subject of special interest to homo-
soxuals, including comment on items pubd-
lished in GN. Owsng to space limitations,

| plesse keap your letter ss short ss possible

{200 words maximum). Letters must be
signed, but the writer’s name and address
will be withheld if the writer reQuests it.
Send to: Your Letters, Gay News, 62a
Chiswick High Rosd, London W4 1SY.
e regret thet we cennot scknow/edge
receipt of letters. GN cannot forward
letters to correspondmnts uniess stated.

Hitler used gas

London NW1

Desr Gay News.

1’m sure that meny GN resders will have
ssen the documentary “Jos” on Granada TV,
17th Septemter. and networked on 18th
September (ED: see news report in GNSS).
| was frankly horrified by the programms
which desit at length with the subject of
sversion therspy.applied to homosexuality.
The producer Steve Morrison could per-
haps be forgiven for thinking that by
involving Merseyside Friend and Liverpool
CHE he would achieve a ‘balanced’ pro-
gramme. The net result wes to leave
aversion therapy looking like a ‘possible
way out’ for the many isolsted and
frightened gays who must have watched it.

A discussion at 8 CHE meeting in the
film centred on whether there were less
peinful ways of ‘tresting’ homaosexuality.
{Hitler, | believe, used gas.) The crucis!
questions were hardly touched on. They
should have been shouted from the
rooftops. Briefly (s} no one can indulge in
asttempts to changs sexusl orientation
without putting down the orientation to
be discarderi’ (b) to say that the “therapist’
is ‘neutral’ necessarily involves hypocrisy
of a high order; (¢c) those who do not
change are left t0 cope with the negative
dess about themselves implanted or
reinforced as part of the "treatment’ (this
is almost certainly everyone). (d) one’s
sexual ofentation is 8 fundamental part
of the wey one relates to the rest of
humanity=you cannot went to change it
without risking your integrity as 8 human
personality; (e) the whole procsss of
‘treating’ homosexuality in this way adds
significantly to—and buttresses—the
general climate of oppression which affects
all gays whether or not they want t0
‘change’—the ‘patient’ and the ‘therapist’,
however unwittingly. conspire to incresse
this oppression.

No doubt some blame must be attached
to the producer for his poor selection of
material. My own brief appesrance in the
film was completely unplanned. Without
it very little would have been said that
attacked aversion therapy in principle.
Most of what | did say was left on the
cutting room floor. But | think 8 large
slice of the blame must attach to the low
level of consciousness and gay pride among
CHE members. The arguments against
psychiatric ‘treatment’ are oo little
rehesrsed and a programme like ‘Jos' finds
CHE unable to respond effectively. If
Branches over the country were to spend
an evening discussing the pamphiet
‘Psychiatry and the Homosexual’ it would
be & start. We can then perhaps deal with
gay psychologists in our midst who still
support the use of aversion therspy. and
whoss hypocrisy extends to not revesling
their own gayness to their gay ‘clients’.

Micky Burbidge

Lesbian viewpoint

Desr Gay News.

A group of lesbians in Manchester are
trying to write a booklet about lesbians
and their experiences of medical and other
professional organisations. The information
in this booklet will be written from the
lesbian viewpoint and will be distributed
amongst the sbove mentionsd people.

Since by its very nature society is
heterosexually dominsted lesbians
experience particular problems and they
see the main problem s their individus!
lesbianism rather than as a result of society’s
sttitude 10 their sexuslity. As a result, they
fee! isolated and find that the people they
can turn to for help and understanding are
restricted, therefore they turn to professional
people. such as their doctor, for assistance.

So begins the long process of being seen
by social workers, psychiatrists snd other
‘well intentioned’ people who base their
sdvice on any source of information other
than from lesbisns themeelves,

We would like to hesr {rom lesbians who
have had experiences of professionsl bodwes
whether thess experiances were good or
bad. We would particularly like to know
what kind of sssistance women found
valuable and constructive in addition to
adverse criticisms and obviously con-
fidentiality will be respected.

LesDian s and Psyehatry
Collective

in GNS5. The demo at the BMA Congress
in Bradford shows, quite clearly, that gey
people are no longer prepared to lesve
unchellengsd the stufty and of ten ignorant
opinions of the medical profession.

Mr Atkinson seems to think that by
conforming to the standsrds of conduct
laid down by society we are going to be
accepted. Accepted as what? Surely not as
gay people but as 3 hideous parody of ‘st
night’ people. Not for me thank you.

We have struggiad 10 win recognition by |
conforming. or appearing to, for many
hundreds of years with no success. Is Mr
Atkinson unable to see that to be accepted
we MUST be ourselves?

1f the demo had to be conducted along
the lines implied by him then the delegation
attitude would probebly have been along
the lines of “’Oh yes of course™ patronising.

Mr Atkinson must understand that gey

.| peopie are not playing » Victorien parlour

gama but fighting 8 WARI| A war ageinat
centuries of political put-down and often
violent oppression.
My good wishes to all involved at
Bradford. Good work. kesp it up.
C Howell-Everett
Campaign Director
CHE Newport
PS: Don Milligan’s clothes sound most
attractive.

‘It’s not easy’

Hull

Dear Gay News,

I’m motivated to write concerning
‘Before Friend’, the short story by Terry
Sanderson in GN52. pege 8.

This story brought home to me 30 many
truths and feslings | am still going through.
By the time | was three quarters of the
way through the story | knew its ending.
On completing my resding. | wes in tesrs—
silly for a8 38-year-old—but | have a wife.
10 years marriage behind me and two
children, both girls, 8 and 6 yesrs of age.
And for more yesrs than | can recall, |
know | have been gay.

| took my final decision some two
yesars ago and tried to get things sorted out
with my wife—Marriege Guidance Council
stc—but | still had to leave home some
7 months ago.

A 'desr friend’, younger than |, joined
me for most of this time, but now I'm
alone and |'ve had more time to think.

Meany people state. being gay i3 not an
saty life—by many people | mean married
friends of mine and of course gays. Almost
all of them say, if at lesst you can and do
find happiness in this field, then continue
to live the life you have chosen.

Guilt still fills my soul—the hurt I've
caused to 30 meny, in particulsr to my
wife, but she could not stand things any
longer and of course the children were
suffering bacsuss of the strain between us.

| see the children more often now than
1 did at first, § still love them (I don’t
think | nesed say that, but it might just
help someone else who finds themssives in
the same spot).

This Bank Holiday |'ve been resting.
for slesp of late fias not been essy living
alune, but thank God—vyes. I'm a
belisver —|’ve received the help. slesp and
rest | needed.

1I’m moving to a new fiat soon, so let's
hope that | can continue to des! with the
problems that being an as yet still merred
gay entails.

| fesl | shouid add that if it hed not
|been for my second girl being in and out
of hospital for 2 years and about 2 years
to recover, | would have left "home’ long
before now.

1’m still unsure how things will end up,
but there must be others too. who have
similar difficulties—it’s not essy—but with
help from friends and scceptance of your
true feslings, then and only then can one
ssem to remake some sort of life.

If you think my letter is worth printing
in GN please do s0, it mey help others. It

«eees 00 |nas heiped me being able 10 write about it.

Richard
{Full name and address withheld by request)

No pen- -pal service

bt - o VBT Yl ofeTe
Gay Smtchbooﬂl

PO Box 929

Madmson Square Station
New York, New York 10010
USA

Tol: New York 524 4038

Desr Gay News,

Since you have been listing the
Switchboerd in your information section
we have recsived meny interesting and
diverse letters. Unfortunately, we have
recerved a lsrgs number of requests for
pen-pals and such, a service we are unabie
to provide at this tims. 1f you could meke
some mention of this it would seve time
and energy on both sides of the Atlantic

Of course, we will continue to answer
mQquirses regarding visits to New York.
cresh pads, job posubilities and anything
pertaining to or of interest to the ooy
community.

Incidentally, a friend in the UK o kind
enough to send me copes of your publics-
tion and it is read by Switchboerd staffers
avidly (especially now that New York is
without any publication similer 10 yours).
Kesp up the fine work.

If we can help you in sny way plesse
do not hesitate to let us know.

Gay Peace and Love.
Paul Black

forthcoming Election becauss. as he says.
the Liberal Party is the only Party to back
any campaign for homosexual equality.
What a lot of Dalderdash, there is no
British Political Party backing any such
casuse. Look at the menifestoss. But what
| have to say is this. Although none of
the three main Parties are backing reform,
the record so far is that in 1967 Leo Abse
|Labour MP) successfully stesred through
8 private member’s bill on reform, when a
majority Labour Government wes in office.
The record shows the majority of Members
of Parliament voting for the 1967 Act
were Labour and 30 therefore | suggest if
you cannot get a straight snswer from any
of your individual candidates in the
constituencies. then vote Labour because
we'll stand a hell of a better chance of
success with them in charge. than the
Liberals if ever they get a chance of ruling.
and we stand a billion trillion to one
chance if those nasty Tories get in.

David Spooner

Labour Councillor

..................

Tunstall Methodist Church
Stoke-on-Trent

Desr Gay News,

A recent issue of your psper was passed
to me (GN52) by a gay client who has
been attending my counselling centre for
help. | was more than gratified with the
qQuality of the paper. until | came to the
pege which festures short stories. | am not
| trust over sensitive to such journalism as
printed under the name of Terry Sanderson.
but at the same time | am anxious that the
non-church-gosr shaill not be left with the
impression that all clergy are a3 naive and
bungling as the “"Rev Gerald Briggs™.

There are of course clergy who might
react 83 "Briggs’’ did, there are a far
greater number who would not only react
with more sanse and sympethy, but who
like myself have made every effort to be
informed on the question of homosexuality
and the problems that soms gays have to
face.

Please forgive my (perhaps) over-
reaction, but | fes! that more often than
not the clergy in the gay scene are presented
as being uninformed. We were not all
brought up in sheltersd circumstances and
most of us 388 more of life in all its facets
than most psople.

{1 have sent off todey 8 subscription so
that | might recenve your paper on a regular
besis snd be more informed.

Rev Allan J Hughes

Dear Gay News,

Recently on television there was &
prograrmme called “Jos’ sbout a gentiemen
who wes undergoing Sverson therapy to
“CURE" his gayness.

I was ciaimea thet there is 8 75% cure
rate in the Birmengham/Menchesier sres.
Would you be able to verify tha? It ssems
to me to be incredibly high. eapecislly
when you consider thet sversion therapy
does not seem to help very much in many
other casss.

Dr Peter Scott writes in The Pethology
and Treetrnent of Sexwal Devietion (Oxford
University Press. 1964):

“From the very extenswve literature
and from ten yesrs experence of tresting
and wetching the results of others | have
10 agree . . . that there 3 no evidence that
“the disection of intenssly homosexuasl
drives can be sitered.” ~

Pyychiatrist Prolessor Desmond Curran
who served on the Wolfenden Committes,
has expressed the view that the chances of
cure in confirmed cases are negligible and
that the psychistrst should concentrate on
making the pstient a better adjusted
homossxusl.

Dr Staniey-Jonss has written in “Royal
Society of Medicine Symposium on
Homossxuality' (Medical Press. 1947)

“There can be no question of asking
the invert 10 accapt the ordinary standards
of heterasexusl morality. and any course
of therapy whech sesks t0 reverse the
fundamental pettern i not only fore-
doomed to failure, as all the reported casss
testity, byt 1t 18 8iso Quite indefensible. . . .
attempted “treatment’ or alteration of the
besic personality of an inborn homossxusl
cen only be described as a moral outrage.”
Hear! Hasr!

Or F Kraupl-Taylor, in s pertinent
criticsm of such work has stated that a
sutticiently motivated patient. supported
by regular sessions of treatment mey
convince himself for a time that he has
conQuered his unwented tendences, but
he is not necessarily proof sgeinst future

1 should like very much 10 e some
kind of ‘coma back’ on this subsect in GN,
either resders’ letters. or a carefully
documented article. It is 8 subject | feel
very strongly about 83 My parents want
me {0 be “cured” but | hewe no intentions
of doing so.

| have been threstensd with eviction
from the parental nest f | 30 not do %0. 30
| give my parents lip serv-ce 10 their
“bright ides.”

Any suggestions and Gess for ways out
of my predicament will be wery weicome.

Yours snd Very Giad 10 be Gay.

for the Switchbosrd Collective

Gay News Number 56
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LONDON: Ms E Heath of Wharfedale Street,
London SW10 is leading local residents in

a crusade to smash the famous Earls Court
gay scene based on The Catacombs and The
Masquerade clubs and the two public houses,
The Boltons and The Coleherne.

themselves to “cleanse this foul area once
and for all, using any means we think fit.”
The crusade made its public debut at an
enquiry into planning permission for The
Catacombs club. The Catacombs lost its
club licence last yecar, since when it has
been open to the general public. The owners
want their club licence back since without
it, they point out, they have very little control
over who uses the premises. If their license
was not returned to them, they would have

coffee bar.

But the residents from Wharfedale Street
said they weren't interested in the club
staying open as either a public coffee bar
or a private club--they wanted it shut down
completely; but such a decision, the
government-appointed inspector Mr RL Gee
observed, was not one which he was
empowered to make.

The enquiry was held on Monday
September 30 at Kensington Town Hall.
Twenty-three people spoke, and the hearing
lasted four hours. The inspector now has to
prepare a report on the hearing and reach a
decision on the case. He was unable to give
a date when his decision would be published.

‘Residents never complained . ..’

Ivor Bell, who runs The Catacombs, told the
enquiry that there had never been any
trouble in the club, that the police had
never been called, and that the disco had
never disturbed the neighbours. Residents,
most of whom lived in or near Wharfedale
Street, had complained of gay people
‘loitering’ outside their houses late at night.
But lvor insisted that hardly any of the
people who frequented Wharfedale Street
(which runs parallel to Old Brompton Road,
behind The Coleherne and The Catacombs)
came from his club. He told the inspector
that for over a year there had been a

notice in the club warning any members
found hanging around Wharfedale Street
that they would be banned from The
Catacombs.

Mr Woods, Ivor Bell's partner, said that
in the three years the club had been running
there had not been one single visit, letter
or telephone call of complaint from residents
about the running of the club. Any com-
plaints would have been looked into, care-
fully, but none had been made.

Thomas Tucker, one of the club’s very
first members when it opened, and a regular
customer cver since, told the enquiry that
the club’s staff were, if anything, rather
strict and authoritarian in the way they
ran the place.

Next it was the turn of the opposition.
Ms Ella Heath took the floor and was
examined by the local council’s solicitor.

The small band of residents have pledged

to continue running the premises as a public g

She told of men in Wharfedale Street fouling
doorsteps and terrorising residents. “We are
frightened, we are petrified, we are physically
scared. The whole streets are polluted. We
cannot ask anyone to visit our houses. We
are too embarrassed.”

Asked whether she was able to connect
oy F ™ e R

Entrance to The Catacombs beside popular
Qay restaurant

the people outside her Liouse with The
Catacombs, she replied simply *‘Of course.™
Pressed to explain how she was so sure, she
said “They come out of the pub (The
Coleherne), they loiter in Wharfedale Street,
then they go into the club. The people who
loiter in Wharfedale Street are trying to gain
entrance to the club.” The club has no
entrance way in Wharfedale Street. Nor can
the Finborough Road entrance be seen
from Ms Heath’s house.

“How do you know that people enter
the club?”

*I just know."

*“But how can you be sure? Have you
ever followed them?”

“Yes, | have,” she claimed.

“How many times?”

*Lots of times.”

“But how many times?™

*I don’t count. | have just followed
people down to the club several times.”

Ms Kiss, who also lives in the same street,
said that people had started using the street
eleven years ago, long before The Catacombs
opened. “But it has got much worse now.”
She also told the inspector that lots of men
drove to the street in Rolls Royces and
money changed hands between them and
the young men. “"There are some nice
people there, rich people.”

‘Telling lies’

At lunchtime, Ms Dorothy Little (one of
the complaining residents) told a reporter
that she was worried about Ms Heath’s

evidence. “'| think she may have wrecked
the whole thing by telling lies.”

Heath leads opposition
against gay clubs

After lunch, it was the turn of the police.
Sergeant Barry Smith, licensing officer
attached to Chelsea station, reported that
a “'substantial number of arrests™ had been
made in the area for importuning. But to
his knowledge there had never been any
arrests in The Catacombs. Police had never
been called to an incident at the club.

B Wharfedale Street itself had been known to

the police officially since 1970, the first

time an official complaint had been received.

Robert Allen, who lives on the corner
of Wharfedale Street and Finborough Road,
said that women were scared to go out at

| night. They wanted to close the club. |

! hope the next one on the list will be The

i{ Coleberne, perhaps The Boltons. Where
ars we going to start cleaning up this area,”

he cried. *I'm incensed about it." Ms Allen,

{ his wife, was not one of those women

scared of going out at night. “They don't
frighten me. But 1I'm glad my daughter has
moved away. | wouldn't want her in danger.
Not from sex, of course. They wouldn’t.
But from other things,” she hinted darkly.

Ml “Before the club was there, the street was

clear by midnight. They done businesses
but they'd be off to do whatever by
midnight.”

Thomas Black was also able to give
information about **businesses.” *“There's
an area behind the flats which is meant to
be used for washing-but it has been fre-
quented by young men, and by old men,
doing what they didn’t ought to do.”
Dorothy Little added that **On several
occasions | have seen acts between two men.
We are hoping in February to shut down
The Coleherne.”

The Borough Planning Control Officer,
Mr M Sanders, said on behalf of the
Kensington and Chelsea Council that he was
op d to the granting of the club licence
because he felt that the operation of The
Catacombs was incompatible with the
residential nature of the area.

After the hearing, the inspector visited
the premises with council officials and the
club owners. He then left to draw up his
report and decide on the case. His decision
must be ratified by the Minister at the
Department of the Environment, and it is
thought unlikely that anything more will
be heard until after the election dust has
settled.

*Only the beginning’

Mcanwhile, the residents fight on. Ms Heath
and Mr Barker, a freelance journalist, said
afterwards that “‘this is only the beginning.”
In February they will be opposing the re-
licensing of The Boltons and The Coleheme,
and they are also preparing to mount an
attack on The Masquerade with the assis-
tance of a Ms Elliot who lives in Earls Court
Square. They did not reveal what method
of attack they planned to use.

The Catacombs has had refuse piled in
its doorway, and Ivor Bell earlier told the
enquiry that looking through the garbage
he found that it had come from number
16 Wharfedale Street.

\
Financial cut~

backs for CHE

BIRMINGHAM: Speaking of the financial
state of Campaign for Homosexual Equality,
the chairman, Barrie Kenyon, told delegates
at the National Council held in Birmingham
on September 21, that the overall position
was serious.

He explained that the Executive had
refrained in the last month from taking panic
measures in view of the August treasurers’
conference and the September national
council.

*The main cause of the financial
difficulties is a slower growth rate in mem-
bership than was envisaged in the budget
for expenditure 1974/75.

“We set a target of 200 new members
per month and this was announced at
Malvern. Already we are almost 30% behind
target.

“The budgeted monthly income for this
year is £1000 per month; we ought to have
received £5000 in income to date.”

But only £3495.54 had come in,
explained Barrie.

“This means that we are about £1500
behind on our budget. Already, expenditure
has been cut in certain areas.”

Barrie continued that CHE's financial
future was in the hands of its groups and
members. The Executive was conscious of
the need to contain expenditure.

“But we need now to enroll 300 members
per month during the remainder of the year.

“The membership drive launched at the
trcasurers’ conference is a necessity —it
means in fact that each local group should
try to enroll 2 minimum of four new
national members per month.”

Report on prosecutions

As part of the briefing and discussion on
law reform and CHE's Bill, which took up
most of the National Council’s day, Barrie
produced a report for members concerned
with the number of prosecutions against
homosexuals.

It documented that over the past 12
months CHE had been in receipt of infor-
mation about 488 cases including details of
sume not forwarded from the organisation’s
press cutting agency but by members them-
selves.

About 60%, reported Barrie, concemned
alleged sexual offences by men with boys
“under-age”—sometimes as young as five or
six.

*Cases of consenting sexual conduct
involving youths between 16 and 21 are
rare, but by no means unknown-in a recent
notorious case two youths of 17 were
prosecuted for ‘misbehaving’ with each
other, in private and with consent.

“Apart from a tiny number relating to
murder, blackmail and licensed premises,
most of the other 40% of cases related to

consenting sexual conduct which is nor in
private.”

Out of this report, Trevor Locke moved
a motion that: ‘‘This national council urges
the Executive Committee to take action to
draw public attention to the way the Sexual
Offences Act 1967 is being implemented;
as part of a general campaign against gay
oppression.”

This was overwhelmingly carried by the
CHE members present.

LONDON: The biggest-ever rally of British
homosexuals will be held on Saturday
November 2 in Trafalgar Square. The rally
marks the opening salvo in the public law
reform battle and has been jointly organised
by members of the Campaign for Homo-
sexual Equality. the Gay Liberation Front,
the Scottish Minorities Group and the Union
for Sexual Freedoms in Ireland.

The Square has been booked with the
Department of the Environment for the
Saturday afternoon, and the organisers have
been busy making up a list of speakers,
whose names they are not planning to
reveal until nearer the date.

The rally will start at 1.30. Platform
speeches begin at 2.00, and after the rally
there is a march from the Square to the
Home Office, calling in on the Scottish and
Northern Ireland Offices on the way. At
each of the three government offices a
letter containing demands for law reform
will be handed in.

A huge disco has also been arranged for
the evening at the University of London
Union in Malet Street. Coachloads of gays
from all over the country are expected, and
the organisers are making plans to accommo-
date people coming from outside London.
If you can help out with a bed or two for

the night, CHELIC would be glad to hear
‘s{:om you. Tickets for the disco cost 75p

-

Trafalgar Square set
for mass gay rally

and they can also be obtained from CHE-
LIC as well as CHE National Office in
Manchester, Tricky Dicky and CHE Group
CONvenors.

Gay women want blood!

LONDON: Gay feminists are up in arms over a report in the Times diary which refers to

them as “‘misfit dykes” in blue denim.

Reporter Robin Young, covering the Sutton and Cheam constituency which is being
contested in this election by Women's Liberation candidate Dr Una Kroll, spoke to the
women’s election agent. He quoted the agent as saying that the campaign was partly to
demonstrate that Women's Lib was not a bunch of misfit dykes, etc. etc.

The gay sisters say that he deliberately quoted the agent out of context. She was
speaking about lesbians in the women's movement, and was insisting that lesbians were
not a bunch of misfit dykes in denim. So far there has been no reaction from Robin Young.

The organisers see the rally as an
opportunity for those who cannot publicly
support law reform as individuals to join in
anonymously and bring home to the British
public just how much feeling there is against
thel harsh discrimination that still exists
at law.

That certain film

LONDON: Late-night Thames television vicwing,
on Friday September 27, included a movie with a
gay theme. Called “That Certain Summer’, the
story was about a gay man, divorced, living with
his lover, who invites his teenage son (o spend the
summer with him. The father, not wishing to
upset his son. carries on a deception and he and
his lover slecp apart. But of course, the boy finds
out, runs away and his mother s called for. The
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mother, the father and his lover then act out a
day-ong scene of meaningless dialogue. the
mother uttering the classic linc about being
“unable to compete with a man.”

The boy returns, the father has a heart-to-
heart talk with him, the boy runs off and the
movie ends with tears coursing down the father's
face. As one member of the GN team put it: " The
whole impression the (ilm gave was negative. The
gy father was full of self-pity. The only likeable

character was the up-front lover."’ :
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v Dr Una Kroll, feminist candidate for Sutton and Cheam
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it, during the campaign. He has even offered
to take the reins himself and drive them
round (much to Malcolm’s relief, who
reckons he has enough on his hands as it is
without having to cope with bolting horses).

CLAP. ¢
Dmtgive
a hand.

Clap Down on V.D.

_—

Britain’s First
GAY SWITCHBOARD

01_8377324

(2 LINES)
Your hot-line
to the gay community.
What, When, How, Where.
The service operates:
Monday—Thursday 2pm to 11pm

Weekends— From 2pm Friday to
11pm Sunday inclusive.

TZLL GAY WOMEN SHOULD READ

SAPPHO

REGULAR MONTHLY MAGAZINE
(40p including post)
BCM/PETREL,
LONDON WC1V 6XX

Hair

transplant

Britain's only women hair
transpiant surgeon gives a brief
{ecture on the latest transplant
technique on 01-351 0219 esch
svening after six-thirty. It is a
tape-recording so thet there is no
rrassment for men who
{xtd know about having their
xisting hair redistributed to
hide mele pattern baldness.
Permanently. The lecture can be
telephoned from your own
home. Don’t talk — just listen.

A brochure in a free fact-pack is
also available.

Just ring 01 - 351 0219 during
the dsy or write or call in to
Lilian McShane,

SAUL Trichology Limited,

19 The Gallery,

234 Kings’ Road,

London SW3.

SAUL Trichology Limited are
the sole users of the highly
successful, peinless Londonium
technique. The method was
invented in London and is a
British bresk-through in the
treatment of hereditary hair-foss.

.

'GLF candidate

Despite the support, it hasn't all been
smooth going so far. The first battle was
over the wording to be used on official
election notices, including the ballot papers
themselves. In the space allowed for
description of candidates, GLF wanted to
use the wording Gay (Homosexual) Libera-
tion Front. But the Returning Officer wasn't
sure about the words “'gay"” and ““homo-
sexual.” In the end he had to get Home
Office approval before he would give election
agent Susan Wakeling the go-ahead to use
the description.

There was also a technical error on the
nomination papers, but the Labour Party
objection was lodged too late for Malcolm's
candidacy to be declared void.

Campaign objectives

Malcolm told Guy News that he is offering
a platform for community organisation.

The object is not to win a seat in the
Gentleman's Club at Westminster, but to
enable people in their own neighbourhood
to realise their own powers of self-deter-
mination. *‘People can move mountains,”
says the manifesto, “when they work
together to assert their rights. In this arca
the living proof is there for anyone with
eyes to sce or ears to hear.” And it lists the
achievements of the local groups who have
taken on the work that local politicians
have refused to tackle.

The manifesto declares sexism to be the
main enemy: the oppression of women is
the simplest example of its effects, but it
also leads to fierce antagonism towards
sexual minority groups such as gay people,
and it imposes intolerable restrictions on
the way people are expected to lead their
daily lives: males performing as bread-
winning stars of the family, with the woman
still tied to the home even if she has to hold
down a job as well. Sexism, they insist, is
an important part of the system which
forces people to lead narrow existences as
mere consumers, forever lining the pockets
of the ruling classes.

Their manifesto demands workers’
control of industry, a housing programme
that aims to supply houses for people to
live in, rather than investments for the rich
to speculate with, and they want a radical
re-think of the educational system:
*‘Educationally, GLF stands for a society
where schools, colleges and universities
provide more than just a *survival kit’ in
the struggic to make a living a society
where individuals ere-taught.to think for
themselves and realise their potential.”

The final appeal is for people to break
out of the system under which candidates
for the main political parties make election
promises to bribe the voters, win power,
and spend the rest of their time telling
people why they can’t perform the promises
they gave. “Malcolm Greatbanks is your
GLF candidate, but he is alsq your only
dternative candidate.”

Blood and sweat

The campaign has demanded a lot of hard
work on the part of South London GLF
and their supporters. Therc has been blood
and sweat shed by the bucket, but few tears.
A large number of people ceem to have sat
upand taken notice. The local lecnl
candidate, company diregtor Eric Haw-
thorne, when he heard Malcolm was
standing, asked the Gay Centre in Railton
Road (campaign-offices for the election)
if he could come down and speak. He told
them how he agreed with everything they
said, but his audience was amazed at the

way in which he apparently failed even to

understand wlut they were taltking about.
(On sexism: “] agrec. But women are the
weaKer sex.’”). When asked how he would
vote on gay rights legislation he refused
to-answer. ‘'l would have to see the Bill
first.” He explained that there was no
official party policy on homoscxuality. but
did not explain why there wasn’t.

A German television company is filming
the campaign in coanection with a pro-
gramme on the gay liberation movement in
Britain, and our own national press and radio
has been taking an interest. The Guardian
reported Malcolm’s candidacy on its front
page, Times reporter Michael Leapman is
covering the campaign for the Diary, and
several local papers up and down the
country have told their readers that he is
standing, Radio London and Capital Radio

are broadcasting interviews.

So how many votes is he hoping to get?
**A number representative of the amount
of support we have for our ideas,” answered
Malcolm, with all the diplomacy of an
expenenced MP. GLF needs about 8,000
votes to save its deposit of £150.

Whether Malcolm loses his deposit,
saves il, or is returned to Parliament as
Westminster's first (openly) gey MP, GLF
is holding an election night party tonight
to which everyone is warmly invited. The
party is at the Gay Centre. 78 Railton Road.
Malcolm will be coming over straight from
the count—unless he is held up by having to
make an acceptance speech.
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Sappho gets the ball |

rolling

LONDON: More than forty gay women and
men responded to an invitation from
Sappho to attend a Gay Teachers' Sym-
posium at the Africa Centre, Covent Garden.
The meeting sketched out plans for action
within the teaching unions to promote the
job security of gay teachers, and to improve
the quality of sex education provided in
schools today. They also agreed on the need
for continuing pressure on unions, local
education authorities and individual schools
if anything constructive was to be achieved,
and a further meeting will be held towards
the end of this month.

Discussion in the morning session con-
centrated on the individual and widely
varying experiences of teachers who had
come out, or stayed in, at schools up and
down the country. Much seemed to depend
on the attitudes of education authorities,
and school headmasters. It was clearly not
possible to make any generalisations about
the teaching profession as a whole. Tony
Brockman referred to a letter he had seen
from a woman in Manchester in which the
woman explained that she had been accepted
for a teaching post subject to a3 medical
examination. The Medical Health Officer
for Manchester had failed her because he
heard from her own doctor that she was

gay, and therefore, in the Heaith Ofticer's
opinion, “medically unfit” to teach. On the
other hand, there were examples of teachers
who had been promoted a number of times
after they had fully come out at school.

A gay teachers’ group had been formed
this summer, the meeting was told, but it
had only succeeded in holding one meeting
before the school holidays started. The
group would be starting up again at the
beginning of this new academic year, and a
number of those attending the Sappho
symposium expressed their interest in
joining. In the end it was decided to merge
the two groups.

Michael Hutchinson, who was recently
involved in a row with Liberal Clir Jim
Fisher of Luton when he publicly announced
that he was a homosexual teacher, told
the meeting that the Quakers were taking
an interest in the question of homosexuals
in education, and that a conference on the
subject was being organised for October
18-20 at the Friends' Meecting House in
Hampstead, 120 licath Street, London
NW3 with the main business taking place
on Saturday October 19.

In the afternoon the meeting broke up
into small groups. One group dealt with the
question of the teaching unions. Discussion
centred around possible ways of bringing

pressure to bear on two of the largest unions,
the National Union of Teachers and the
Association of Teachers in Technical
Institutions. The NUT was recognised to be
a ferociously conservative body which was
not going to be readily open to pressure
from homosexuals directly. It was there-
fore agreed that the gay group could most
profitably work through the left wing
ginger group Rank and File, which had
groups within both the NUT and ATTI.
The main aims of such pressure would be
to get union backing in cases of victimisa-
tion of gay teachers, and union support for
the demand that gay children as well as
heterosexual ones should be given sex
education.

A second group looked at the question
of adult education about homosexuality
through evening classes run by local
authorities. Two courses had so far been
tumed down by the Inner London Education
Authority because homosexuality is not an
“approved” subject for study even by
adults. A course that had been arranged in
Halifax on Gay Liberation had been
abandoned because no members of the
public had registered for it.

A third group, discussing coming out at
school, insisted that it was a very con-
structive move if the individual felt he or
she could make it. Not only could it afford
great personal relief from the pressures of
concealment, but it enabled one to speak
authentically about the subject, and it gave
strength to other gay teachers in the school
who might be considering the idea of com-
ing out themselves. Local education
authorities, it was proposed, should all be
approached for a clear statement of their
positions as far as the employment of known
homosexuals was concerned. Ard the group
also decided to draw up its own version of
List 99-the Department of Education and
Science’s blacklist of teachers. In the gay
teachers’ blacklist would be details of those
areas or schools where life was made
intolerable for gay teachers. Not only
would this make life easier for teachers who
wished to avoid bigoted discrimination, but
it might even tend to create teacher shortages|

in those areas which were particularly
hostile towards homosexuals.

A committee was appointed and the
next meeting of the group will be at 7.30pm
on October 23 in the bar of the University
of London Union, Malet Street. London
wCl.

The meeting closed with a warm vote of
thanks to Sappho for organising and
subsidising the day.

PM and Catholics agamst Bill

NEW ZEALAND: Look’'s as if we were
wrong! In our last issue (GN55) we said that
with the appointment of Mr Bill Rowling as
Prime Minister in New Zealand, reformists
in the Labour movement were far more
olmmxstnc about getting the recently-
introduced gay Bill thraugh the House of
Representatives.

But now Mr Rowling has shown his
leanings to the right—coming out in
opposition to this reform of homoscxull
ang abortion laws.

1And his orthodoxy hu dhapponnted the
left wing of his party.

"Meanwhile, elsewhere in New Zealand,
the Catholic bishops have come out strongly
oni**moral issues.”

TFhey say a society that sees its salvation
in contraception, sterilisation and abortion
is already on the road to “moral
bagkruptcy.”

iIn a special pastoral letter to Catholics,
they condemn liberalisation of abortion
laws, homosexuality, sex outside marriage
and the extension of sex education outside
the family unit.

“We are conscious that many pressing
claims of justice face human society, in
issues such as poverty, starvation, under-
development of peoples, violence and
oppression in various forms. The Church in
New Zealand must give increasing attention
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For details: Timothy Goldard
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to these problems,” they said.
“In this letter, however, we wish to draw
attention to some urgent local ssues which

gravely affect private and public morality
namely, abortion, homosexuality, sex
education and the giving of contraceptive

advice to children under 16.”
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for CHE

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: By a small margin
Tunbridge Wells Council, meeting on
October 1, decided in effect to reverse the
decision of their Amenities Committee
which banned the Peter Katin concert to
have been promoted by Campaign for
Homosexual Equality in Tunbridge Wells
Assembly Hall.
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By 22 votes to 20, the council approved
a motion from Tory councillor, Mr RGG
Woodland, that “the council, not being
satisfied with the action of the Amenities
Committee, asks the committee to review
its policy when dealing with similar applica-
tions in the future.”

Although the committee decision was a
final one, made under their delegated
powers, Mr Woodland was allowed to speak
at the meeting for ten minutes under
standing orders. The issue was then thrown
open to debate.

Mr Woodman said that he did not hold
a brief for CHE, but following the first
council decision to ban the concert he had
contacted members and offered his help.
He explained that he had done this because
*‘they had been treated with less than
justice. I still feel they have been unfairly
discriminated against.”

He continued: “1 feel from the start that
a moral judgement has been made. | realise
that homosexuality is a highly emotive
subject, but in this day, when we discuss
most things with frankness, homosexuals
should be shown compassion.”

He told the councillors that he knew CHE
was supported by clergy of all denomina-
tions. **Judge not and thou shalt not be
judged,” he said.

The committee had taken up a moral
stance, he went on, when the decision should
have been left to the local public, as to
whether they would support the event or
not.

Local petition

Mr Woodman handed in a petition with
466 signatories, which he explained had
been taken in the centre of town on a
recent Saturday moming. He noted that
99% of those who had signed were from
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Katin ban~quiet victory

Tunbridge Wells and immediate area. Only
four people asked to sign the petition
condemning the committee decision
refused to do so.

He asked if it was the intention of the
council to exclude all homosexuals from
the Assembly Hall. “Remember,” he said,
“homosexuals have made a disproportion-
ately large contribution to art and cuiture
in the past and still do today.”

He concluded by begging the council to
refuse to join the committee in the stance
they had taken. “Blatant discrimination has
been shown, which is repugnant.”

Labour councillor, Mr IE Robb,
seconded the motion. He reminded the
council that the social services directory
of Tunbridge Wells listed CHE. *l think
the council should support this organisation
if we support our committee it will be
very, very wrong.”

Opposition to the motion came from
Tory councillor, Ms LE Bowles, the chair-
man of the amenities committee. It was
her deciding vote which had given the
‘no-concert’ committee decision.

In giving her committee's report, she
stated that the matter had been discussed
quite reasonably. ““We came to the con-
clusion that the concert would be unaccept-
able to a great number of the ratepayers of
Tunbndge Wells. | ask the council to vote
against Mr Woodland's motion.”

Opposition to CHE also came from
Mr DW Dunn, Tory councillor, who said
that there were many people in the district
who would prefer the council not to allow
this event.

What is equality?

“1, too, would have voted with the com-
mittee resolution - this is not due to any
prejudice. In fact, ] may be naive, but 1
don’t know what homosexual equality
means,” said Mr Dunn.

At this point an elderly white-haired
lady in the public gallery said—for all to
hear—*‘very naive indeed!"’

But support of Mr Woodland’s motion
was also voiced by Tory councillor, Mr
JT Spare, and Liberal councillor, Mr RW
Mansell.

After a half-hour discussion, the matter
was put to the vote and Mr Woodland's
motion approved. This means that the
committee will have to rethink when they
receive a further application from CHE.

Jeff Day, convenor of CHE Medway
group, told Gay News the day after the
meeting, that it had been decided to sub-
mit an application immediately, *while
the issue is still hot.”

The committee meets in December and
will be asked to agree in principle to
allowing the Assembly Hall to be used for
a CHE-promoted concert.

Once this assurance has been obtained
from the council a date will then be
finalised. The group is tackling the matter
in this way, because Peter Katin is not sure
exactly which dates he has free.

The small contingent of gays who
attended the meeting were delighted with
this quiet victory.

UPPER STREET
ISLINGTON
Wedresdoy, 2664 il
A
( 7.30 — 11.00pm
0: Organised & Compered by
K TONY PAGE
K Featuring:
4 JEAN FREDERICKS
h THE DUMBELLES
) TONI DRESDEN
Y OLGA
" HUW O'KEEFE ON PIANO
0 TOM ROBINSON (OF CAFE SOCIETY)
0 ON BASS
K RICKY ON DRUMS
) JOHN DUNNELL ON GUITAR

+ SURPRISE GUESTS

Entrance free. However, donations
collected will go to the
GN Bath Fund
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GN goes back to school

KENT: A welcome ‘first’ for the GN staff . . .
Although members of the Gay News team
have been into adult education centres
before now to talk on homosexuality, we've
never before been asked to speak to children
at a state school.

Not until a couple of weeks ago, that is
when we received a call from Sheila Pragnall,
who is taking social studics lessons with
pupils at Malory School, in Downham, Kent.

And 30, not wishing to miss this ideal
opportunity to fight prejudice against gays,
our reporter-at-large, Jeff Grace, went along
to Malory to speak to a number of fifth-
formers.

Although he was to speak to only one
class, when he arrived he was told that
another group of fifth-formers taking this
subject with a different teacher wished to
sit in on the talk and discussion. So there
were 40 or so pupils in the group that Jeff
eventually addressed.

After giving some background informa-
tion on the legal situation of gays in the
British lIsles and giving examples of actual
discrimination, Jeff asked for questions.

The first question from a pupil was:
*“When did you first realise you were homo-
sexual?” —most relevant for young people
in the 16-17 year age bracket.

Auden for Poets Corner

A lively discussion ensued with many
questions from the pupils, who evidently
had not seriously thought before about the
problems and prejudice gays face whilst
coming to terms with their gayness.

One of the giris told her teacher atter the
hour-long discussion that her ideas about
homosexuality had been radically changed
that morning. She had obviously expected
a ‘television stereotype’ for she confided
that Jeff was just the type of guy she'd like
to marry!

Sheila, who has been at the school for
only three weeks, must be commended for
bringing in a homosexual to talk about
homosexuality. Of course, to us it’s the
obvious answer, but how often does it
happen?

Incidentally, Sheila works part time at
the school, as she's a social worker, and
has responsibilities to the local community
as a whole.

A forward-looking and forward-thinking
school certainly - with a sensitive and caning
social studies department. Even the Head,
Mr GI Innes, seemed to have no reservations
about this venture--though he did say he
hoped the speaker wasn't on a recruitment
drive!

Sir John Betjeman, the present Poet
Laureate, unveiled a memorial stone in
Poets Corner at Westminster Abbey. So,
Auden--who has left behind him a mass of
highly distinctive writing - takes his place
alongside such poets as TS Eliot, Byron,
Tennyson and Dryden.

The marble slab is inscribed for posterity:
*In the memory of his day, teach the free
man how to praise,” the last two lines of
Auden’s poem, ‘In Memory of WB Yeats.’

Sir John Gielgud read passages from
‘In Memory' and ‘New Year Letter’, while
the address was given by Stephen Spender.

The Abbey service— with two or three
hundred in the congregation— was almost
dominated by the bevy of photographers
who clicked their way through the prayers
and address.

Auden’s last poems Thank You, Fog were
published the day before the Westminster
Memorial and contain the very last—and
most appropriate— poem he ever wrote:

He still loves life
Bur O O O O how he wishes
The good Lord would take him.

LONDON: Just over a year ago Wystan
Hugh Auden, at the age of 66, died in his
sleep. And last week he received an accolade
of which he would have approved.

CARPETS EX~EXHIBITION
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BIRMINGHAM: Although Campaign for
Homosexual Equality have been forced to
put back the timetable for the launching of
their Law Reform Campaign, the National
Council held at Birmingham on September
2] was primarily concerned with discussing
their Bill in its present form.

Ike Cowan, who has been mainly
responsibie for the Bill's preparation, re-
ported to members that the summary they
had before them was, in fact, from the
third draft to have been made. This was a
considerable achievement, as the Malvern
resolution which had started the ball
rolling in regard to law reform had promised
only a first draft at this National Council.

*] hope you will agree that we [the
drafting committee| have more than ful-
filled the instructions of Conference and
that considerable progress has been made.”
he said.

The summary commences with the title
of the bill, which is something of a mouth-
full: “A Bill to amend the law relating to
certain types of Sexual Conduct; to make
fresh provision for the display, advertise-
ment and distribution of matter connected
with such conduct; and for purposes
connected therewith.”

Section one attempts to remove the
disabilities inflicted upon gays by decisions
of the House of Lords that homosexual
conduct was ‘not illegal, but not fully
lawful’.

It provides that, subject to the exceptions
contained later in the Bill, it shall not be
unlawful for male persons to engage in
sexual intercourse or any other form of
sexual conduct with other male persons.

Possible objection

Ike explained that it could be objected that
this proposal went beyond the avowed aim
of the reform “which is to achieve equality
in the legal status of homosexuals with that
of heterosexuals.

“This is a valid objection; but we think,
nevertheless, that the proposal is justified.”

The next section provides that conduct
shall not be regarded as unlawful or indecent
solely on the ground that it takes place
between people of the same sex; and section
three replaces the offence of sodomy with-
out the consent of one of the parties by
widening the definition of rape to include
unwilling sexual intercourse per anum.

The summary goes on: **‘We have
decided that the offence of ‘gross indecency
with a male person’ is anomalous in view of
the fact that there is no equivalent offence
that can be committed by heterosexuals or,
for that matter, by female homosexuals. We
consider that the offence can be dealt with
by means of the ordinary law relating to
public indecency. There is therefore no
need to include any new definition of
‘privacy’."”

Parts of the Bill. dealing with sexual
intercourse with boys under the age of 13

apd 16 respectively, would bring the law
into line with existing laws relating to sexual
intercourse with girls of these ages. **We
thus introduce the age of consent of 16,”
explained lke.

Section five consists of an expanded
definition of ‘consent’ as used in the Bill
and introduces the idea that consent is not
free and voluntary where it is obtained by
means of any improper influence.

The next section proposes that it shall
be a defence to a charge of sexual inter-
course with a person under the age of 16
but over the age of 13 that the accused
believed, on reasonable grounds, that the
other person was, in fact, over that age.
And section seven is a re-enactment of the
present law relating to sexual conduct with
mentally defective persons.

The Armed Forces

Proposals are made regarding the armed
forces. The drafting committee recognises
that the forces have a legitimate concem
with the effects of scxual behaviour on
discipline but sees no reason why this
concern should be any different in respect
of male homosexual behaviour to that in
respect of heterosexual or female homo-
sexual behaviour.

**Nor do we think that there should be
any restriction on such activity when the
persons concem_ed are not on duty and not
on service prpmises.”

Section twelve deals with indecency
in public places. The draft Bill defines
indecency as any act or conduct which is
seriously offensive to the public at large
and which seriously affronts contemporary
standards of decency.

Soliciting is the next topic covered. The
Bill attempts to make the offence of
soliciting for sexual purposes in a public
place punishable, whether it is a woman
who solicits a man, a man who solicits a
woman, a man who solicits a man or a
woman who solicits a woman.

It requires that the solicitation shall
be persistent (ie directed at the same person
repeatedly or over a period of time), that
the person alleged to have been solicited
should give evidence, that incitement or
encouragement should be a defence, and
that the evidence of a police constable on
duty should not in itself be sufficient to
secure a conviction.

Delegates were perturbed about the
fina] proviso in this section. They con-
sidered that a police officer off duty could
act as an agent provocateur. lke told the
meeting that the drafting committee would
look into this before the final draft was
drawn up.

Troublesome section

The most troublesome section to the
committee was that concerned with sexual
activity between people who were below
the age of consent. Originally Ike had
proposed that no proceedings should be

‘CHE discusses Bills third draft

instituted without the consent of the DPP
in the event of sexual intercourse with a
boy below the age of 16, and that no
criminal proceedings should be taken wliere
all the parties concerned were below that
age unless there was evidence of lack of
consent by one or more of those involved.

**After considerable argument,” he
reported, *‘l1 was compelled to give way on
the question of prosecution where all parties
were under 16 and we have produced a
compromise with which | am not wholly
satisfied. This is that the DPP shall *have
regard, when coming to a decision, to the
evidence showing lack of consent’.”

Section sixteen safeguards the right of
an accused to choose trial by jury for
alleged soliciting and the next section is
highly technical, dealing with the position
of pcople who are awaiting tnal under the
old legislation when this Bill becomes law.

The next part attempts to prevent judges
from reviving old statutes and rules of
common law in ordcr to circumvent the
changes in the law made by this Act.

And section nineteen is concerned with
publications and advertisements and its
general purport is to declare that unless
similar matter of a heterosexual nature
would be unlawful, then the fact that the
publication deals with or depicts homosexual
activity will not make the thing illegal, nor
will the publication or sale or distribution
of such articles be indictable either as a
substantitive offence or as a conspiracy.

Punishments and interpretations

The last couple of parts of the Bill are
concerned with punishments, definitions
and guides to interpretation.

Ike explained that the committee had
yet to prepare a comparative table of
existing punishments for homosexual and
heterosexual offences and to make sug-
gestions for new punishments for offences
contained in the Bill. Members of the com-
mittee were also awaiting the schedules of
modifications from Ireland and Scotland.

**At lcast one and probably two more
meetings of the drafting committee will be
required to put the finishing touches to the
Bill,” he concluded.

After the briefing and discussion on the
Bill itself, Bernard Greaves spoke to
delegates about the campaigning that was
going to be needed for its launch.

He explained what could be doue
nationally and locally, mentioning that the
proceeds from the national draw this year
would go entirely to this campaigning.

But local groups could do a lot more
too. He intimated that there had been little
response so far from CHE branches up and
down the country. And he appealed to all
members to partake in moncy-raising
activities, so that the target of £1000 for
the Bill’s launch could be reached in time.

It is now probable that the Bill will be
ready for its launch early next, year.

RICHMOND: The banning of Cay News
from Richmond public library, decided by
the Council’'s amenities committee recently,
has evoked a protest from lan Buist, chair-
man of Wandsworth-Richmond CHE.

Writing to the borough librarian, Mr
Derek Jones, lan expresses concem at the
decision and seeks a meeting with council
members *who feel reservations about
continuing to provide the present library
service to the homosexual community,”
before the council endorses the committee’s
decision.

**Under the Public Libraries and Museums
Act, 1964.” writes lan, “the borough is
required to provide a comprehensive and
efficient service for all persons and to cater

Protests over GN ban

for the general and any special requirements
of the public.”

He explains that GN is the only mass
circulation paper for the homosexual
community. “It is an important forum for
discussion and has been commended as
such recently by at least one well-known
writer and critic in the ‘ordinary press’.”

The copies stocked at the library, lan
adds, have been in regular demand.

As well as this protest, the Richmond
and Twickenham Times has published three
letters condemning the committee on their
decision.

A favourable editorial also appeared in
this pewspaper. It expresses the opinion
that the number of thumb-marks collected
by the library copy of Gay News is all that

should have concerned the local politicians,
*who have no qualifications to go further
than that in determining the principles on
which a publication should be included in
the library, or excluded from it.”

And members of the local CHE group
intend to protest at the full council meeting
on October 15, when the committee decision
comes before the councillors for their
endorsement.

This matter has also come in for local
press reportage elsewhere. The Surrey Comet
recently ran a story on the front page
stating that Kingston's chief librarian has
had no requests for GN to be included in
reading matter at his library. And he has no
plans to change its list of available
periodicals.

Taking things
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REIGATE: Over the past couple of weeks,
Wallace Grevatt. who is responsible for
local group liaison within Campaign for
Homosexual Equality, has been taking
things easy at home.

What with thc vast amount of work
Wallace does for CHE and some other
personal difficulties, everything got on top
of him and led to him collapsing while on
a visit to London.

We're pleased to report that he is now
very much on the mend and as he told GN
last week, *1 am beginning to take up the
reins again."”

Wallace was most disappointed at not
being able to attend CHE's National Council
at Birmingham on September 21, but this
short lay-off has enabled him to catch up
on his correspondence.

He has received a host of get-well
messages and cards and even flowers from
his many friends in the gay world, and
wishes to thank everyone who showed their
appreciation of his work and friendship
in this way.

Welcome return
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DUBLIN: Rose Robertson, who founded
and now runs Parents Enquiry ., is to visit
Trinity College. Dublin, on October 31.

Irish brothers and sisters were delighted
with the talk Rose gave at the symposium
held by the Sexual Liberation Movement in
February and are pleased that she is paying
a return visit.

The occasion this time is to be linked
with a paper on homosexuality that is being
given to the University's Philosophical
Society by Peter Bradley. who was respon-
sible for SLMs emergence last year.

In Peter’s words, SLM is “‘a University-
based organisation which aims to fight
sexual oppression and work for sexual
liberation."”

Motor Insurance

To every GN reader who owns a
car/motor cycle etc:

WE OFFER YOU PREFERENTIAL
RATES WITH ABSOLUTE
SECURITY!

We are members of a professional insurance
institute and cover is through a major
insurance group.

For a frce quote, clip & mail the coupon to:
Motor Dept,

Bath & Wessex Finance,

Ingledene, g

Cleveland Row,

Bathwick,

Bath.

or telephone Bristol 292966.
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THEGALLERY
is yourr sort of place

WAY OUT BAUBLES, BRACELETS, NECKLETS AND THINGS.
GIFTS WORTHY OF A TRUE GETTY.
ALL AT THE CHELSEA UNIT, GROUND FLOOR.

THE GALLERY (OPPOSITE CHELSEA TOWN HALL)

CHELSEA UNIT,
KINGS ROAD,
CHELSEA
LONDON SW3
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At The Rag

* * *® * * * * *
Every Tuesday night.
Watch future issues for up-to-date
forthcoming events.
] * * * * * * *

15th OCTOBER — The Harlequeens
22nd OCTOBER — Silent Knights
Lord Raglan
St Martin's Le Grande

London ECI1
(nearest tube St Paul’s)
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"First
gay course
scrapped

HALIFAX: The course on gay liberation
advertised by a Yorkshire evening adult
education centre- the first of its kind in
the country —has been scrapped because of
lack of interest.

A women'’s lib course to have run
simultaneously at the Lightcliffe Centre,
Eastfield School, Lightcliffe, near Halifax,
has had to be cancelled also, for the same
reason.

Despite the fact that the centre had the
best overall response for years, no one
turned up to enrol for either course on the
two formal enrolment days recently.

Head of the centre, Mr FD Robinson,
said he was disappointed that there had
been no interest in the courses and he
{ would have to call them off.

He told GN, however, that he would
certainly try to inaugurate a gay lib course
in the next education ycar. He would
probably advertise it under a different
heading next time, as there had been some
adverse publicity to this year's title ‘Gay
Lib’.

He explained that the four-week course
was an innovation this ycar and was to be
taken b{ Mr M Break, a lecturer in sociology
at Bradford

It would have included serious discussion
on gay liberation, in an attempt to find
solutions to repression. it would have
obviously been beneficial to gays and hets
alike.

“We just wanted to get this discussed, ’
he told GN.

The women's lib course, which was
introduced for the first time last year, was
to have been taken again by an American,
Ms AD McMahon, a lecturer in Liberal
Studies. Mr Robinson said the course had
attracted about 12 people last year.

What price

o [ ]

justice?
SOUTHAMPTON: Two readers of the local
newspaper, the £vening Fcho, have written
to that journal pointing out a recent case
of discrimination against gays.

They were both incensed by recent
reports of court cases involving two men
who appeared separately before Winchester
Crown Court on charges of sexual activity
with obviously willing partners under the
age of 16.

One involved three charges of intercourse
with a 14-year-old girl which incurred a £3
fine, the other involved two charges of
unspecified activity with a boy and
incurred a £50 fine and a two-year
suspended sentence.

One writer-a CHE member-—asks
whether it is logical that irresponsible
activity risking the birth of an unwanted
child should be less severely punished than
inconsequential sex-play between people
of the same sex.

While the other writer-lan Dowland, of
Woolston, Southampton-—also cites his
own case as a matter of discrimination.

He and his boyfriend were in a picture
house in Southampton, and as it was pitch
dark, held hands. When they came out after
the film they were knocked to the ground,
kicked and thumped because someone had
seen them holding hands.

“‘What is it that we have to do to get the
law changed so that we homosexuals can
be equal to other people?” lan asks.

Marriage
councillor
on the spot

LONDON: “*Should gay couples have the
same legal status as het (and particularly
married) couples?” was one of the questions
put to Ms Mary Wilson, Marriage Guidance
Counsellor from Lewisham, when she spoke
at a London Monday (CHE) Group meeting
recently.

Ms Wilson, in answer, told members that
many het couples who had lived together
before getting married—once they had
become wed- found that their relationship,
particulnrly their sex life, “‘goes down the
drain.”

‘*All the fun goes out of it. And if you
make it [gay coupling] legal, then you are
going to get those hang-ups too.”

On being asked what importance she
placed on marriage, Ms Wilson said that it
had been around for a long time and still
seemed to be OK. “Young people are still
getting married.”

About whether her organisation ought
to counsel gay couples- she answered that
if the couple wanted this, then why not?

“1 would like to see it done in a group
situation, though,” she added.

The evening was an interesting one, with
two speakers, the other being Dr Conrad
Graham, the Chief Educational Psychologist
of the London Borough of Brent.

Dr Graham was asked if he would like
to see homosexyality included in sex
education lessons in schools. “We mustn’t
jump the gun here,” he said. “Sex education
is still not widespread across the country
and there are a lot of pressure groups
against its being taught.

“l regard it as a basic fundainental of
education. It should be brought more into
the open and discussed in other classes.”

He was asked in what form he would
like to see sex taught in schools, and replied
that teachers should answer the questions
asked by pupils.

Ms Wilson added that she felt that
teacher and pupil should be allowed to form
some sort of relationship before this subject
was tackled. “Kids are very cagey about
this. I'm unhappy to work with them
without knowing them. I do think it’s
important to get the facts straight.”

Members asked Ms Wilson if she thought
that gays should be brought in to help on
the gay topic in sex education lessons.

I take this as a valid point. It just so
happens that | haven't been working in
this area.”

A gay teacher attending the meeting
asked what advice he should give to a pupil
he believed to be gay.

*This is a problem area,” said Dr Graham.
“I've been slightly involved in cases of this
kind. Pupils just occasionally ask for advice.”
But with society as it was, he continued, it
was very difficult what to advise.

“Treat the child as though you were the
parent,” he said, but members protested
that parents’ prejudiced attitudes were often
the source of the problems.

The next evening lined up for Monday
Group members is on October 28, when
RV MacKay, the District Manager for the
government employment service, is booked
to speak. More information from chairman,
Tony Williams, on 01-381 3903.

CHE executive resigns

MANCHESTER: Richard Webster, member
of CHE's Executive Committee with special
responsibility for employment affairs, has
resigned from the EC because of unexpected
business and domestic pressures. Richard
says that he very much regrets having to
take this step, but hopes to remain an active
member of CHE at local level.

ARE YOU ADEQUATELY INSURED?

Does your present policy cover you sufficiently for all your requirements?
No? Not sure? Well, consult the experts today.

P & F INSURANCE SERVICES

We can offer you competitive quotations for Motor, and all types of
Personal, Household and Commercial insurances.
Instalment plan available for Motor premiums.

L . -

- - -

Cash sum £2 or more
if somebody recommended by you takes up a policy.

- - - .

Telephone or call GARRY OWEN at P & F INSURANCE SERVICES
1 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON NW1
(opposite Kings Cross Station)

Monday to Fridey: 01-337 7221
Hours: 9.30am--5.30pm

Saturdays: 01-485 9325/68
Hours: 9.30am--2.30pm

LONDON: At 11am on November 10, the
British people will be remembering the
fallen of two World Wars, on Remembrance
Sunday. But how many at that ceremony
will be remembering the untold thousands
of gays who died at the hands of the Nazis?

Three yecars ago a Gay Liberation Front
member was moved to pay tribute by fixing
a cross, with a GLF badge attached, into the
ground at the Cenotaph -it was a spon-
taneous act from one who wanted to show
that somebody remembered.

And two years ago a contingent of
Campaign for Homosexual Equality mem-
bers attended the ceremony and laid a
wreath of pink carnations in the shape of
a triangle.

This was a particularly appropriate
memorial, for the Nazis used this symbol
the pink triangle to distinguish gays interred
in concentration camps. The wreath's
inscription: “In memory of our brothers
and sisters who died in two world wars,
especially the victims of the Third Reich.
From the Campalgn for Homosexual
Equality.”

On both occasions, the gay orgzniutions
put away their demonstrating air, and the
tributes were made with the utmost dignity.

CHE is possibly going to repeat its tribute
this year- we hope so.

For the many of you who may think
that this day is just an orgy of mouming

Time to remember

CHE members laying wreath for gay dead in 1972

Just remember that for those who lost
friends or family in those dark years,

this is their sincere act of remembrance.

WARLEY: The Birmingham contingent of
the Gay Liberation Front ran up against
opposition when they endeavoured to leaflet
the Warley College of Technology a couple
of weeks ago.

GLF have produced a pamphlet headed:
“‘Have you heard the story about the homo-
sexual student?” which gives information
about GLF attitudes to gayness and a
contact address for the group.

Prior to going to the college, members
contacted Kevin Crowe, the president of the
students’ Union, who assured his support
in the leafletting campaign.

After members had been there an hour,
they were approached by a member of staff
who became quite agitated.

Peter Mamner. of the Birmingham group,
told GN: “He told us we would be forcibly
removed. After being told that he was quite
welcome to try, he hurriedly left.”

A short time later, Mr Patten, the vice-
principal of the college, appeared on the
scene.

It's more than a movie. It's a celebration.

GLF forced to leave college

Peter continued: **We were told to leave,
as we had not asked for permission. | asked
him if he would give permission and he
replied that he ‘didn’t want stuff of that
kind being thrown about.’ It had offended
members of staff ‘and anyway we do have
children here.'

] asked what the relevance of that
comment was and he refused to reply. He
said he was going to fetch the police and |
then informed him that the police had no
jurisdiction as we were only guilty of
trespass, which is a civil offence.

‘‘He said in that case that we would be
removed by force unless we left.

“‘We then left the building,” Peter told us.

Gays on shift

LONDON: The first newsletter of CHE's new
shiftworkers group has just been published and
rejoices in the name ‘CHEFT".

The group’s next meeting will be held in
Wandsworth, on Tuesday October 1S at 3pm. If
you want further details you should phone CHE-
LIC at 01437 7363.

———_—
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Featurette

LA CHIC

5/13 CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM

Telephone 56777

CHEAP DRINKS FRIDAY & SATURDAY

LA CHIC —THE MIDLANDS PREMIER NIGHTSPOT

The

Studio 200

Bookshop
is situated at 200d

London SE24

(Almost opposite Herne Hill Station — 2 stops from Victoria)

Complete range

of exclusively gay
magazines and books

OPENING HOURS

Monday 12 Noon to 8 pm
Tuesday 12 Noon to 8 pm
Wednesday —— Closed ——
Thursdsy 12 Noon to 8 pm
Friday 12 Noon to 9.30 pm
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm

Railton Road, Herne Hill,

LONDON'S NEWEST

GAY DISCO

IS NOW OPEN

EVERY EVENING

AREYOUREADYFORTHIS . ... ... iiiiiieniannnnnn
cesiesecsessieccssssacsacacassse. dNKENTISH TOWN!

we STREET DISCO e

OF THE BULL & GATE PUB
389 KENTISH TOWN ROAD
100 YARDS UP ON THE LEFT FROM
KENTISH TOWN TUBE

DANCING TO YOUR CHOICE OF MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

TRY TO COME EVERY NIGHT!
WE DO!!

STAR-~
with Merlin
The Importance Of Being Libran?

Welcome to another series of '‘Star-Gays™
and a light-hearted look at astrology and
gayness combined. A miscellany this time
round, with a few gay personalities, past
and present, a couple of columns which
mysteriously didn't appear during the last
series, and a close look at some of the
individual star-signs. Past issues of Gay News
(some still miracutously available too!) will
tell you all about your own signs and the
best kind of friendships; for now though, 2
birthday celebration for a really text-book
LIBRAN:

A Roman Emperor of the decadence, over
6 feet tall, with a limp handshake. His looks are
expressive, ‘aughing and sympathetic in nature,
always beaultiful. His heavy lips have a certain
charm.”* —No, NOT Antoninus of Antioch,
exquisitely described elsewhere (in Child of the
Sun), but our old friend Oscar (Fingal O'Flaherty
Wills) Wilde, and who else could have written
about him in such a way but that wicked old ogre,
Frank Harris? It was Harris who immortalised
Oscar by harping on the way he dressed: a velvet
jacket, with rather fetching knee-breeches, a
flower carried in his left hand; affected manner-
isms, hair long, and looking very camp. Oscar
would obviously have been very much at home in
the King's Road circa 1968, and would have
adored the open-hearted welcome in any of the
gay pubs there too. Bul not, alter all, this side
of 1900; before then he could be found at the
Cafe Royal in Regent Street, where he was very
much the charmer, flirtatious, kind, reckless, a
show-off (all very LIBRAN) and passionately fond
of youth. Raise your glasses for the 1 20th birth-
day of the divine Oscar, born on October 16th
1854,

Like all LIBRANS, Oscar loved beauty, with
beautiful people heading his personal list. At
Oxford, his outrageous mannerisms vied with
objects d’ort in his rooms; his study of languages
vied with his use of words in exquisite poetry. A
multiplicity of talents, as his life was to prove,
with a typical LIBRAN facility for balancing the
sublime with the near-ridiculous. Not too sur-
prisingly in a personality whose Zodiac symbol
of the scales represents balance in all things, once
Oscar's own life went out of balance (which is
also the symbol of justice), he fell foul of the
law and into the clutches of the courts. lronic
that the blindfolded figure of justice should hold
the LIBRAN scales above the Old Bailey, as at
least one famous LIBRAN accused may have
reflected.

Well, Oscar was tempted by those (then) for-
bidden loves,® and being able to resist every-
thing except temptation, the only way to rid
himself of it was to yield to it! Ask any LIBRAN,
only Oscar actually sa/d it first. Doing his own
thing (‘| have put my genius into my life--| have
only put my fe/ent into my writings’’), Oscar
found "‘that nothing exceeds like excess.”’ It’s
not recorded he actually said thet, bul he would
certainly have agreed with it, for his excesses
ranged from love of boys to youths, a love of
youths to men. As long as beauty was present,
the attraction was all. Lord or stable-boy, each
succumbed to Oscar's charms, and he to theirs.
Still typically LIBRAN? Oh yes. LIBRANS don't
really discriminate where class ond beauty happen

GAYS 2

to be combined. Talent might sway the LIBRAN,
but seldom any caste system. As with all
LIBRANS, so with Oscar.

Even in court, and at his lower ebb, LIBRAN
wit and inclinations couldn’t desert him. When °
asked if he had kissed one of the witnesses, Oscar
replied: ""Oh no, he was far too ugly!™ A typical
LIBRAN repartee, even if it did help land Oscar
in Reading Gaol.

LIBRANS tend to become overweight at the
drop of a lump of sugar. That commodity being

far from rare in Oscar’s Jay, he became very
plump indeed and, like many well-known
LIBRANS of later years, he lived beyond his
means. And died beyond his means too, spending
his dying breath in saying so' But then, Oscar’s
life seems one long quotable quote: ™I wish |
had said that’ he once said to the artist Whistler,
who immediatety replied, * You will Oscar, you
will!” Periaps neither of them realised they had
hit on a notable LIBRAN trait- the gentle art of
making other people's remarks very much their
own. If Oscar did know, being a LIBRAN, he
would never have admitted to that little secret.
The family man, devoted to his children
whenever he remembered they were there; the
raconteur and wit; the brilliant playwright;
the decadent novelist; genuinely bisexual, cer-
tainly homosexually inclined; outrageous poseur.
Oscar was all of these things, but most of all he
was a LIBRAN of some importance, and really
understood the importance of being LIBRAN!
| wonder if his ghost ever returns to Regent
Street, and if it does I'm pretty certain he would
shun the now modernised Cafe Royal, and amble
gaily down to the Arches at the Dilly- just to see
what today's rent boys are like and to compare
them with his own delightful memories of what
things once were in s gay day. What's more,
1°d bet he would use his LIBRAN charm to quite
an effect!

*ED: In view of the present compaign lor kw
reform, we should point out that these are still
forbidden loves todey, for Bosie was under the
age of 21 ot the sturt of his offeir with Wilde.

Troubled Water

This column is devised as a2 means of offering help,
advice or information on problems relating to
homosexuality. The letters are handled by Ice-
breakess, a team'set up to handie a telephone
service, whereby isolated or unhappy gays can
ring up any cvening and discuss their difficulties,
directly, with other gay people. The main charac-
teristics of Icebreakers are that all its membens
are openly gay, have come Lo terms with their
pgayness, lake no sort of authoritarian approach
and the outfit is not related to any gay organisa-
tion-the entire range of gay groups, services and
outlets i used. Strict confidence for letters and
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This is it at last, This is the week when I go
to the chemist and order Phyllosan along
with the KY. It seems only yesterday that
being 40 was something that might just
possibly happen sometime in the distant
future. But this is the week when | put my
feet up, slip into an old (but loved) cardigan
and allow Sophie Tucker to console me with
the thought that my life is just beginning.

A few weeks ago, | did a radio phone-in
show with Jackie Forster. Towards the end
of a very long stint a man called in who, he
said, had met me once. He guessed we were
about the same age - in our late 30s he said
(did he guess how late?) and he wondered
if 1 had any message for the older gays who,
among other things, were possibly getting
worried about being left on the shelf. That
sort of question is a facer at the best of
times, but at four in the morning it was as
much as | could do to mask my irritation at
the thought-process, the assumptions, that
lay behind the question, let alone answer it
properly.

Some explanation of this irritation might

isms we have hecome used to living with
during the last few years is something called
youthism. This has been neatly defined by
the late Ralph Schaffer as ““the unconscious
belief that older people are inferior . . . in
appearance, attractiveness and in sexual
prowess.”

As far as the male population is con-
cermed, something of this feeling has be-
come prevalent during the last decade or
30 but only in job situations where men
have discovered an attitude suggesting they
are too old for new careers or promotion
once they reach 40. Sexually, however, |
doubt if there are many men who seriously
feel that their attraction for women has
waned over the years. Basic here is the sort
of male confidence (sometimes called
chauvinism) that regards women as objects
who should be %o lucky to get noticed at
all. Self-appraisal relating to waist-lines,
complexion or teeth doesn’t inhibit the
approach. (I except Lord Longford, of
course, who has publicly stated his belief
that older people should not have any sex
at all).

For women, however, the notion has
always been fundamental to their lives.
Historically there may be some biological
reason for this- that is since 40 is the
maximum age for successful child-birth,
once she becomes infertile then a woman
becomes useless. Though the logic of this
has been patently ridiculous for centuries,
male chauvinism which objectifies women
both sexually and socially, has allowed the
concept to be perpetuated. That arch-
exponent of bourgeois morality and male
chauvinism, WS Gilbert, typified the late
Victorian approach in the cruel portraits he
drew of middle-aged women in the Savoy
Operas: “She may very well pass for 43 in
the dusk with the light behind her.” Oscar
Wilde (who is merely a technicolour version
of Gilbert) was similarly vindictive to older
women. Today popular artists are more
sensitive (or careful?) but the theme remains
strong at folk level in the spoutings of pier-
end comedians and in the pantomime dame.

Once, in the course of duty only, | sat
through a half hour act by a comedian called
Ted Rodgers whose jokes depended entirely
on an audience finding older women and
homosexuals incredibly funny. This was
something Jane Arden explored in her play
Vagina Rex and the Gas Oven, the first -
and still the best - of feminist dramas.
Youthism, | suggest, is fundamentally a
male chauvinist attitude to women that has
been adopted and intensified by the gay
world. Both women and older homosexuals

The
Pan Club
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Tel: LUTON 414344

. . . . . .
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passively accept this valuation put upon
them by men. Ted Rodgers’ audience was
largely composed of women (Sacha Distel
was top of the bill) and they laughed
obediently to the offensive jokes about
mothers-in-law and menstruation he was
throwing their way.

In their book Male Homosexuals (reviewe
in GN54), Weinberg and Williams propose
that youthism is projected by young homo-
sexuals and also by heterosexuals who tend
to judge the gay experience by their own
standards. Both groups assume that the
older gay is anxious, depressed, lonely and
generally unhappy.

A 20-year-old gay said to me: “But |
don’t want to end up as a dirty old man
of 40 hanging around toilets.”’ | replied that
I was nearly 40 and not like that. ‘‘No, but
you are different,” he said. Here we have
the familiar response, often delivered by
heterosexuals, that the homosexual you
know is fine. but that great anonymous mass
of others are sad, dangerous, pathetic etc.
Moreover, models are not enough.

But this brief exchange does go a long
way towards explaining the younger homo-
sexuals’ attitude to their older brothers.
They notice few older men in the noisy
discos and cruisy bars they might visit—
and assume therefore that the gay world
excludes older men who must find socialisa-
tion difficult. There is the feeling that a
need for sex among older men makes them
*dirty"—sex is only clean among the young

GN writer Roger Baker — serene at the prospect of reaching forty

(there’s a lot of this about in the hetero-
sexual world, of course). Even familiarity
with the life-style of an older gay whose
world is not bounded by clubs, pubs or
cruising places, didn’t seem to alter this
boy's basic image of aging.

Clearly, the young cannot be blamed
for having this view. What is disturbing,
however, is that virtually nothing is done to
alter their view of their own prospects for
the future. ‘Nobody loves a fairy when she's
forty’ ... and beyond that magic number
life seems an appalling void without con-
solation or continuity. And a lot to do with
this is the fact - as already suggested—-that
far too many older gays quite automatically
project the same attitudes about themselves.

Weinberg and Williams claim that their
research findings disprove the belief that
older gays are unhappy. They even suggest
that older gays are in fact no worse off
than younger ones, indeed in some ways are
better off. My own experience suggests that
this conclusion errs on the side of optimism.
! know many men of my own age and older
who are perfectly happy with themselves
and at ease with the worid. But | know a
great many more who are not. And a signi-
ficant proportion of calls received by the
gay counselling organisations come from”
men (some as young as 32) who regard their
age as the greatest problem.

Youthism becomes a ghastly collusion
among older gays who perzist in telling
each other-and the world-- that they are

finished at forty. The sad desperation of
“young fifty"’ or “youthful-in-outlook
forty™ of the Gay News personal ads affirms
this sense of inferiority due to age. Certainly
many overt aspects of the gay scene seem to
place emphasis on the importance of youth.
Gay magazines persist in presenting photo-
graphs of blandly handsome youths in
plastic poses reflecting the objectification
of women in heterosexual magazines and
suggesting that the only desirable sexual
partner is some golden ideal. For those gays
to whom sexual contact is the only means
of confirming their own reality, their world
scems highly competitive with the winners
those who are young and conventionally
attractive. As they grow older they are,
possibly, extremely vulnerable to the arti-
ficial needs created by advertising- who
would imagine that it was undesirable to be
bald until they spotted an advertisement
implying this by offering hair-weaving or
some such nonsense? And so the distortions
begin and the urge to appear ever younger.

Weinberg and Williams do make a point
when they observe that negative attitudes
towards older homosexuals come from
heterosexuals as well. They cite specifically
social scientists and journalists who will see
the homosexual from their own perspective
as marricd persons, perhaps with families.
But it goes further than that. The mother
who tells her gay son (or, what is more
probable, her son who doesn’t seem to be
looking for a partner and showing no sign
of 'settling down') that he is going to be
lonely when he is older, is seeing his
situation from her own point of view, in
which a life without spouse or children is
per se a lonely one. The message is repcated
from all directions. This is, incidentally, a
major reason why | feel it unwise for a
homosexual of any age to seek advice from
heterosexuals--however well-qualified they
may be in their particular field.

For the life roles of a heterosexual are
fairly strongly predicted: marriage, parent-
hood, that difficult period when the grown-
up children leave home, being grandparents
and so on. These roles are accompanied by
certain well-defined assumptions about
what is appropriate behaviour for individuals
at certain ages. “Fancy doing that at his
age . .."” is a critical remark we have all
heard. And what was the person doing, |
wonder? Train-spotting at 25? going to a
pop concert at 307 wearing jeans at 40?7
falling in love at 507 getting divorced at 60?

Last month | was enthusing to a gay
contemporary of mine about two concerts
I'd been to. One was the 10-hour marathon
at Wembley when Joni Mitchell and Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young performed; the other
was Ravi Shankar at the Albert Hall. “My
goodness, you are doing your best to keep
up with the young,” he said scornfully. The
idea that | might want to hcar some good
American rock, or actively enjoy the
explozations of Shankar were completely
discounted. Such activities were simply the
gort of things a man of 40 doesn’t do.

How many older gays, | wonder, deny
themselves happy and interesting
experiences, simply because it is not
appropriate to their age. There may be a
CSN&Y record on the shelf (to indicate to
visitors that “youthful outlook®), but
actually to sit out on the football pitch
with 72,000 others sharing the reality . . .?

Correct behaviour is emphasised by the
heterosexual world and gays absorb the
message, failing to see how irrelevant it is.
And to show how ‘normal’ or 'straight’ they
really are, they will take ‘correct’ behaviour
to ridiculous extremes and find within
themselves paintul conflicts. It is only

Continued on page 10
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Comment

o
¢ ‘Smiling in the Fuace of Forty’ continued
from page 9

appropriate to desire, and to have sex with,
younger men. Yet it is inappropriate to
enjoy the things young people are supposed
to enjoy. So mixing is difficult. ‘*The gay
scene doesn't cater for us older gays

every where | go eyeryone is young,”
complains the man of 34. And in thec next
breath he says: “If only 1 could find some-
one to share my life, someone of about 22
or 23 -then all would te well.”

Part of the answer is to discard all the
baggage toted around by the heterosexual
world; to set aside all fears about what is
appropriate, to give not a damn what other
pecople might say, to act and behave

aceording to oneself, to one’'s own wishes
-and needs. 'Know that thyself™, said one
of my best friends a couple of hundred
yesrs ago. Pope was right; but then he
couldn’t be anything eise; he couldn’t
‘pretend he was six feet of dominating male;
" 2e couldn’t hide behind the civil leer. He
had to be he. He was a hero.

Part of the answer. There are other
things about the aging process, common to
everyone of course, but which because of
his defection from the conventional role
the gay may find difficult to handle. A
lessening of energy is one. After that
Wembley concert | felt as though | had
been through several mangles, my demon
lover, however, was up with the lark the
next day for two games of tennis and
swimming before lunch. One requires more
rest, one suddenly wants to stay in of an
evening and there are times when- heretical
thought -the prospect of a super meal
becomes preferable to coping with the
golden furred bottom of the window-
cleaner. But more important the basic need
to share one’s life with one other person
becomes a major problem if, that is, such
a bond has not been made.

This need for another person is, | am
inclined to believe, a natural, human
necessity and nothing to do with society,
politics or heterosexual patterning. | often
find myself being accused of approving
promiscuity (which 1 do) and of therefore
being opposed to permanent relationships
(which | am not). During the last 25 years
I have enjoyed many relationships, some
lasting a weekend, some up to three years.
1 never recall making a conscious decision
to enter these relationships, they just sort
of evolved. But though | never regarded
them as permanent, happy-cver-after events,
1 did not, on the other hand, approach
them with the assumption that they were
doomed to be temporary. They lasted as
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long as we mutually wanted them to. Some-
times the split was painful; sometimes happy
and | have #lways tried to make my lovers
into friends (and vice versa). Demon lover
says: * What are people going to think, you
writing about youthism when you have a
24-ycar-old boyfnend?”

My only answer can be that | have not
spent my life looking for people of 24 and
rejecting all who did not meet such a
rcquirement. it is, J think, important and
rewarding to keep one's potential for
relationships as open as possible. Youthism
for older gays is destructive when it gets to
the stage when the individual feels he can
only relate to some young ideal. Schaffer
comes on strong: ‘‘when an older man is
50 fucked up that he can’t respond to a man

" his own age because he’s got his eye on
every sixteen-year-old, he's sick.”

What 30 often happens is that in his
search for this ideal, an individual may
well deny himself opportunities along the
way ; so cager to find Mr Right he approaches

40 knowing nobody. This problen » not
helped by the increasing emphasis placed
by the heterosexual world on what are
called relationships. As the male chauvinist
pig remarked: *‘We used to have dirty
weekends, now it's deep meaningful
relationships.”

As society becomes increasingly mono-
lithic and increases a sense of alienation
among its members, then a need to touch,
to encounter, to relate individual-to-
individual, is a natural, necessary reaction.
The trouble is that this is accompanied by
an equal insistence on romantic love which
is needed to justify the artificial contract
of heterosexual marriage.

Tte situation then is something like this.
Heterosexual people fall in love, get married
and live happily ever after. The only suitable
people to fall in love with are young and
attractive. Now, as we all know, there is no
difference between gays and straights
beyond what one does in bed. Why then
cannot this happen to me? Such a line of
thought is pure indoctrination by the
heterosexual world, swallowed whole
without critical analysis, by too many gays.
When it becomes apparent that this so-
called ideal process has passed them by,
then despair starts to set in.

All sorts of things are blamed for the
failure: the structure of the gay social
world; other people; themselves (hence
trips to psychiatrists etc)-anything but the
real culprit which is society itself and the
ruthlessly limiting way it is structured. It
is necessary to step outside this conditioning,
to see what it does and try to subvert it.
Doing this, of course, will emphasise that
the differences between gays and hets are
rather more than what happens in bed. And
many gays are desperately unwilling to
accept this, clinging onto an appearance of
normality at whatever cost. Their reaction
: “Ah well, it is impossible to unlearn the
teaching of a life-time,"’ or *‘I'm too old at
35 toc change my outlook now.” All of
which is evasion. One is never too old to
change. But one can only learn new things
if one wants to. If the need to change is
recognised, then the rest is easy. And this,
as far as I'm concerned, is the essence and
over-powering virtue of the gay liberation
experience -the fact that inescapably it
inspires change within oneself. When | was
35 1 was merely an older version of myself
at 25. Today, I hope, | am much different
and much changed. One thing though is
certain- 1 am much happier.

Roger Baker

Madigaﬂ’s log

Wednesday: John goes off to work and 1 get
stuck into novel. Unbelievably dull! Pop out
around 2pm for cigarettes and bump into a
fella | haven't seen for years. We used to
make it way back when | was between ships.
Still very good looking in a svelte sort of
way. Married now with three kids. Emigrat-
ing to South Africa next month. We go into
a pub and he enthuses over the good times
we used (o have though for the life of me

I can’t remember what they were. | only
remember | used to screw him. But he's
forgotten that, conveniently. Wonder what

I ever saw in him and manage to get away
after one drink. Evening at home with John
and a bottle of plonk. Long discussion on
manic depression.

Thursday: Worked all day again. The odd
spark but mostly pretty banal. In the evening
someone phones from one of the homo-
sexual organisations and asks if we can
meet. He has an idea to put to me. | say
come round. When he arrives I'm watching
Shoulder to Shoulder, the repeat of the
suffragette series on tele. He looks like
Cristabel Pankhurst. 1 pour him a drink and
we watch it together. Afterwards he says
“That's what we ought to be doing- out
there fighting like that for our rights!"” |
demur--though feel a bit of a heel, he is s0
young and sincere. He sniffs treachery and
wants me to declare myself. | say that the
suffragettes had a clearcut objective. They
fought bitterly and they won. That was that.
We are dealing with something vastly more
complex. A homosexual equality bill might
iron out a few legal absurdities and it is
right that we should demand it, but its
passing wouldn’t do anything to liberalise
attitudes. It wouldn't convince queer-
bashers that they'd be better off disbanding
the gang and staying home of nights. It
wouldn’t help a kid to tell his parents that
he is homosexual with no more trepidation
than he’d tell them he has started smoking,
nor for that matter would it offer the loving
parents a life-line. Unless attitudes change
they will continue to react as if their child
has contracted leprosy. And attitudes aren’t
changed by overnight violence - laws perhaps,
because it induces fear, but never attitudes.
My Cristabel hadn't time to listen to such
rot. “We've got to be militant minded,™ he
repcated and left shortly after. Still don't
know what he'd come to ask me. Guess |
didn’t reach his standards.

Friday: To Devon for the weekend. Knew
my hosts had a fine house but aren’t pre-
pared for a magnificent stone manor with
vast banqueting halls and four-poster beds
among acres of carpet. The heated pool is
pretty good too - you step into it from the
orangery. The hospitality, as well, is warm
and undemanding. To Plymouth in the
evening. The first face I see in the first bar
we enter is Alan, a Royal Marine | used to
knock around with when [ was stationed in
Singapore in *69. I'm chuffed. Doubt if
Union Street has ever scen such unashamed
public kissing. It's the footballers-making-
it-after-the-goal variety however- the
friendship was never on a sexual plane. We
drink around and at 11pm find ourselves in
the back bar of the Lockyer which, 1
understand, is soon to be demolished, then
to Harry’s Club. 1 crash into my four-poster
around 3am.

Saturday: The manor is over-run with
marines. Alan rings in the morning and my
hosts send the Rolls to Stonehouse Barracks
to fetch them. Very drunk on scrumpy.
Vastly enjoyable though all rather a blur.
Somewhere along the line Alan asks
‘“Remember that Malay kid you were
knocking-off in Singapore?- here, are you
still bent, by the way?” | tell him he can
find vut but it'll cost him a tenner. Back

S

into Plymouth. More scrumpy. Flake out
on my four-poster at some ungodly hour.

Sunday: Walking on the moors. Lunch in a
pub in a quaint village. Driven back to
London in the Rolls. A little giddy with all
the luxury. Brought suddenly. to earth when
1 find 1 haven’t the price of a packet of cigs.
In all a very chaste weekend, though John
doesn’t believe me.

Monday: Back to book. The ship is in New
Orleans and the lads are fed up. Seamus
goes ashore to get himself laid, to employ
the American idiom. Finishes up makinga -
pomographic movie. His performance, he
telis the lads later, was considered an
artistic accomplishment by all who saw it.
(1 write with one hand.) In the evening to
TV centre in White City to see some filming.
A little stunned by magnitude and com-
plexity of studio. Very much like a ship,
with a bridge for the navigation then steep
metal ladders down to the engine room
where the action takes place. They are
filming a costume drama. The producer is
extremely patieni with me and explains
everything. 1 come away after six hours
feeling elevated as one does after witnessing
a team of professionals all directing their
talents to one end. It is like focussing the
sun's rays in a magnifying glass to set fire
to something.

Tuesday: All day in New Orieans- though
it's still cold, wet London outside my
window. | keep wandering around the
streets of that city trying to recapture the
atmosphere and use it without spelling it
out. Must have been there a dozen times
on various ships but always my mind hails
back to an occasion in a Bourbon Street
bar called L» Fitte in Exile when a fellow
came up to me quite blatantly one hot
afternoon and asked if he could suck me
off in the toilet. 1 told him thanks, but no.
He bought me one, two, three beers but |
still wouldn't come across. When he became
too heavy I got up and walked out. From
the door I heard his loud, indignant drawl
announce to the bar in general *'1 just
bought that guy three be=rs and he won't
let me suck him off in the washroom!" In
the evering John and I do a bit of a pub
crawl. Start off at the Queens Head in
Chelsea which is lively for a change. The
Earls Court pubs are packed to suffocation.
Sce D. who is a bank manager and M. who
is a foreign correspondent only they don't
look like bank managers and foreign
correspondents in the Coleherne. Certainly
this scene is a great social leveller. Passing
Earls Court tube station we see a fellow
emerge dressed elaborately in leather and
metal with a motorcycle helmet under his
arm. Assume his machine has broken down
en route and he has valiantly continued his
journey by.public transport. Visit the Black
Cap in Camden Town but don't drink
because it is too crowded. Finish up in
Hampstead at the William the Fourth which
has livened up considerably since Brian
Andrews- ex-manager of the old Carousel
Qlub in Panton St--has taken over. We drink
in the new doubles bar upstairs with a
contingent from the medical profession.

- - -

A couple of issues back someone who wasn’'t
pleased with my criticism of the CHE TV
film wrote suggesting | might like to write
about the kind of film I might wish to see.
Well, how about something like the above.
I don’t mean me, but just take one, ordinary,
adjusted homosexual fellow and follow him
round for a week with the accent neither
on sex nor on home but with a human being
getting on with the business of living within
the framework of his own individual nature.
Leo Madigan

TRANSACTIONAL
%% ANALYSIS %%

is a stimulating method of gaining insight
into your own and other people's be-
haviours. With its help, you can begin to
solve your everyday personal problems and
to improve your relationships with others.
An ongoing weekly TA group for gay people
in North London is now being organised by
Laurence Collinson, Regular Member of the
International Transactional Analysis Associ-
ation. 01-958 7142 for further information.

Whether you are Transvest,
Transsex, Bisex or Unisex, you
will enjoy ‘Two in One’. The
only magazine in the world
devoted to transvestism and
transsexualism. Mentioned in
‘Forum’ and ‘Alternative Lon-
don’. 35p post paid from:
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Robin Maugham was born in London in
1916. His parents were middle-aged at his
birth. his father being fifty, and he had
three elder sisters (two of whom took up
writing, the third becoming an artist). The
years following the First World War, and
preceding the Second, were years in which
the rich could still afford town and
country houses, an adequate number of
domestic servants, and the social trappings
often wrongly supposed to have sunk with
the RMS Titanic. This was the world into
which Robin Maugham was bomn--with
something like the proverbial silver spoon
stuffed firmly into his mouth.

Robin’s father, Frederick Herbert
Maugham, the First Viscount Maugham of
Hartfield, was eventually to become Lord
Chancellor of England under Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain. Robin’s paternal uncle
was equally distinguished- novelist, short-
story teller, essayist and play wright William
Somerset Maugham. For most of their
lives—-and both lived on into their nineties
the two brothers were antipathetic towards
each other. Part of the reason for this must
have been due to the rigidly conventional
Frederick's awareness of his younger
brother’s homosexuality. Further, as Robin
points out in his autobiography Escape from
the Shadows. Frederick always felt that,
had he been a novelist, he could have
written better than Somerset, while Somer-
set felt that had he been a lawyer he would
have gone further than Lord Chancellor for
cighteen months under a weak Prime
Minister. By the time Robin was old enough
to understand the feelings of both father
and uncle, he had come under a looming
shadow and a dual set of influences which,
to a great degree, still affect his life.

Following unhappy days at Eton, and a
pleasant time at Cambridge, it seemed
inevitable that Robin should adopt a legal
career. In fact, it was inescapable. The
Maughams were a legal family; as were
Robin's mother’s family, the Romers. Yet
Robin had no liking for the law and even
less desire to make a career of it. He wanted
to write, and much as he wanted to he had
to combat a father who was determined
that he shouldn’t.

By the time he was seventeen, Robin
had made his first visit to the Villa
Mauresque--Somerset Maugham's home in
the South of France. The splendid luxury,
the casual bohemianism, the literary and
theatrical luminaries- Max Beerbohm,
Coward, Robert Hitchen, author of the
famous Wilde/Douglas pastiche The Green
Carnation, Michael Arlen, Harold Nicolson—
and the discreetly homosexual atmosphere
presided over by Somerset Maugham and
his secretary, companion, and lover Gerald
Haxton, must have made a strong impression
on him. Certainly uncle Willie's life-style
must have seemed infinitely more appealing
than that of his father. It would not seem
an unfair surmise to suggest that it was
Somerset Maugham who had a greater

But to this day, it is difficult to separate
the influences of father and uncle, difficult
to tell who influenced most, impossible to
gauge if either influenced him wholly. For
Robin Maugham has a strange duality of
personality. Part of him is rigidly con-
servative - a dislike of most music after
Tchaikovsky, an agressive antipathy towards
the drug scene, a belief in protocol, correct-
ness in appearance which tends to exclude
such things as long hair, beards, lack of
ties, the wearing of T-shirts and jeans. The
other side of him is bohemian-a congenital
inability to conform, a love of entertaining
on the grand scale anyone from world-
famous celebrities to street-corner hustlers,
an honesty about his own sexuality and
problems which can sometimes shock, and
a sheer flamboyance of personality which
often almost visibly battles with the con-
servatism. Nowhere is this clash more
apparent than over money matters. Robin
Maugham is generous to a fault, wildly
extravagant and yet has occasional moments
of economy when he will order his staff to
cut down on the food bill whilst, amost in
the same breath, calling the wine merchant
to order another case of champagne.

At fifty-eight, Robin Maugham is still
trying to work out who he is and what he
wants to be. The conflict can sometimes be
seen writ in his face. For a series of illnesses
including shrapnel in the head, diabetes and
a heart-condition; and a hectic life-style
Robin travels constantly, frdm his villa on °
the Balearic island of lbiza, to London, to
Brighton, to Geneva, where until recently
he was a tax-resident. to North Afs
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influence over Robin in these youthful years.

£ “Where is the next thousand pounds

“RobinMaugham:fhe man & the author

by Petder Bunrton

going to come from?" he will ask. *°Life is
so expensive.” But he will continue to fly
around the Mediterranean, to ship friends
out to Ibiza (or wherever in Europe he
happens to be). He will work himself into
an emotional frenzy over the problems of
a lover—and, in consequence, make himself
ill. He will spend days working quietly,
discussing a book he plans, working out a
pattern of research, eating simply, drinking
little; going to bed early or talking about,
as he puts it, “Proust’s middle period.” But
then he will break out. The strain of
planning or of writing, or some upset, will
send him off on a wild drinking spree, the
end of which leaves him exhausted and
debilitated. And then he will start work
again. Remarkably, for someone with so
many ills, so many problems, he continues
to create with an astonishing facility and a
speed—once past the period of gestation—
which can only be rivalled by Simenon.

But it is this conflict and this struggle
which has made him a writer. For through-
out his work it is possible to observe the
conflicts and traumas which have beset, and
continue to beset him. Had there been no
problems, no crisis of identity, it would be
fair to suggest that Robin Maugham - he's
not all that mad about the use of Lord
Maugham-wouldn’t have become a writer.
More likely he would have had a successful
career at the Bar, leading eventually into
politics and government office.
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As a writer, it is inevitable that Robin
should have suffered from constant com-
parison with his uncle Willie, and through-
out his literary career even the most well-
meaning of Robin’s critics have often
resorted to phrases such as “His uncle,
Somerset, would not have been ashamed of
having written it."” However, comparison

is invidious and often cruel. For every
artist of any merit and worth has his own
styles and any success these merits may
bring is entirely due to the individuality

of the artist. Robin Maugham may not
have written a major masterpiece; though
even that we cannot be sure about. Posterity
will tell. Certainly he has written a dis-
tinguished collection of novels, three out-
standing autobiographical works, and one
book which is absolutely assured of a lasting
place in literature. For his first novel The
Servant, a book which hasn’t been out of
print in the sixteen years since publication,
is undoubtedly a petir masterpiece.

It is perhaps to be expected that any
conversation with Robin Maugham will
allude to his literary uncle. A famous uncle
must be almost as much of an asset, or a

handicap, as a famous father, and I asked
if Somerset Maugham had greatly influenced
his work.

MAUGHAM: “To start off with, when
1 first started writing, he both influenced
and helped me enormously. He'd go through
my manuscripts and, on one occasion 1
remember, in an early travel book of mine,
Nomad, he found a sentence that wasn’t
quite right. “Let’s write it again,” he said.
And we did. But it still wasn't right, and
he'd written it out ten times before it was
right for him. That was a terrific lesson to
me. He also influenced me as a boy, though
my parents disapproved. I read all of his
books, and | still think he’s a very good
writer. But 1 think I've now broken away
from the style of things he wrote
completely.”

Initially, however, Robin’s literary career
was hampered by his father's disapproval.
His first play, Thirteen for Dinner, was
staged by the Amateur Dramatic Company,
Cambridge, whilst Robin was studying at
Cambridge and-only seventeen. In his auto-
biography, Robin tells how he made £60
from the production—£60 which was
promptly spent on presents for the cast.
The success of the play encouraged him to
continue writing.

MAUGHAM: “I then began to write a
series of short stories for The Granta, and
1 began to write a series of one-act plays,
again for the ADC. The most successful of
the one-act plays was called The Walking
Stick. Willic came down to Cambridge to
see me and I asked him to take rehearsals.
Very much amused, he did. And within an
hour he had made several cuts and vast
improvements generally. But my happy
literary life stopped after two years. | was
torbidden by my father to write for The
Granta, and made to read Law in my third
year. One afternoon, my father and mother
appeared unexpectedly in Cambridge. As
we walked along | suddenly saw a huge
Granta poster which read: NEW STORY BY
ROB¥N MAUGHAM. Luckily my mother
saw it at the same time as me and distracted
my father’s attention whilst 1 draped
myself in front of it to screen it from his
view. Then followed the dreariest period
of my life when | was in London working
for my Bar exams. At that time there
seemed no hope. On one hand lay the
prospect of a dreary life as a lawyer and on
the other hand loomed the prospect of
another World War. Those were the worst
years of my life.”

Ironically it was the Second World War
which finally and irrevocably catapulted
Robin Maugham into a literary career.

MAUGHAM: ““As soon as my father
echoed Mr Chamberlain’s words, ‘Peace
in our time,’ | knew that war was inevitable.
Because, though my father was a brilliant
Lord Chancellor, he was upfailingly wrong
in his political judgment: So 1 joined up as
a trooper in the Inns of Court Regiment
and a year later was commissioned in the
4th County of London Yeomanry. | fought
in the Western Desert until I was hit in the
head. For two years | was in and out of
hospital for my head injuries and during
that period, as a form of occupational
therapy, the doctors suggested that 1 should
write of my experiences as an officer in
the Western Desert. So I wrote a book which
I called Come To Dust, it was published
in 1945.

“That was my turning point. 1 thought
to myself that if I could make a little money
writing 1'd rather live in a bedsitter in the
Kings Road than be a lawyer.”

Robin Maugham's literary career falls
conveniently into three phases. The first
period occupies roughly the years between
1943 and 1950. The 1946 Ms appeared in
1943. George Orwell recommended it to
“anyone who has a shilling to spare’ because
he found it “interesting because it gives you
the average middle-class man’s conception
of what Fascism would be like, and more
important, of the reasons why Fascism
might succeed.” 1950 saw the publication
of Journey to Siwa. This period of writing
evolves very much from Robin Maugham's
wartime and immediate post-war experience.
The novel Line on Ginger, filmed as The
Intruder (and recently reprinted under the
latter title in the Uniform Edition of Robin
Maugham's works) is the perfect example
of this. Line on Ginger/The Intruder is set
in the immediate post-war years, but it
harks back to the camaraderie of the war,and |
the reasons for fighting the war. Richard
Merton, the narrator (Merton also acts as
narrator—ie Maugham— in Come To Dust
and The Servant) shows distinct signs of
dissatisfaction at the way things are going
after the war. The glorious peace everyone
has been promised hasn’t materialised.
Ginger, who could stand for so many, has
had to take the life of crime. Maugham's
social conscience is beginning to rear its head.

The second phase of Robin Maugham's
career | shall call the pre-The Wrong People
period. In fact, possibly it could more
correctly be called the pre-homosexual
period. This section of writing covers the
years 1950 to 1970, and, obviously, is by
far the longest period. It takes in three
major works: The Second Window, a novel;
The Slaves of Timbucru, a travel book; and
a family biography, Somerset and All the
Maughams.

The third section of Maugham's career
is the post-The Wrong People period—or
overtly homosexual writings. This covers
Robin’s autobiography, Escape from the
Shadows, and a series of new departures
novel-wise: The Last Encounter, a clever
reconstruction of General Gordon's last
days; The Barrier, a straightforward hetero-
sexual romance; and, most recently, a re-
examination of the life of Christ, The Sign.
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In this period, Maugham has also published |
his first volume of short stories.

In his autobiography Robin gives the
genesis of The Servant and goes on to
explain the dismay with which it was viewed
by his parents and the irritation with which
it was received by Somerset Maugham.

MAUGHAM : “When The Servant was
published some fifteen years ago, | was cut
in my club. When they first wanted to make
a film of it, | knew the film censor. I took
a great thick pen and | blotted out all the
passages in the book that I thought would
offend him. But | got a letter back a few
weeks later saying, ‘I've been through it
most carefully and so has my assistant.
Never in our lifetime can The Servans be
made into a film.'

‘**And even then, you see, it took, what,
years after that to get through.

*“The Servani started off as a novel, then
I wrote it as a play, which Losey wanted to
direct, but of course things in the theatre
were rather different then and it fell through.
and we made the film. While we were mzking
the film, Joe Losey was staying in my
house in London and moving all the fumi-
ture to the set because he thought it gave
it more atmosphere. I can’t remember how
many breakfasts I'd have and then think:
*The Gainsborough has gone!* But Joe had
whipped it off for the film.”

Strangely enough, a lot of people who
have seen the film.of The Servant and never
soad the acwel tand to think that z lot of

in which a tap drips incessantly in the
background. It seems pure Pinter. But, in
fact, the scene, dripping tap and all, comes
word for word from the book.
Continued ok page 12
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The play cventually received a British
premier in Worthing'

MAUGHAM: “On the opening night, 1
remember, all the residents with their
season passes filled the first six rows of the
stalls. In one sceme, before it's clear that the
girl isn’t really Barrett's niece, she had to
knecl down in froat of him with her arms
around his waist. It looked as if she was
going down on him. Qlatter, clatter, clatter,
sound of seats shooting up, and in a great
whiff of moth balls and with a clatter of
bangles, the serried ranks of the first six
rows left.”

Robin oged seven

The Servant is the first of Robin
Maugham’s novels to examine a set of
themes which have remained central to his
work: sexual ambiguity, sexual guilt, sexual
fear, and sexual repression. There is probably
no other novelist writing in English who has
written for so long a period—-twenty years
and so consistently about sexuality and the
sexual motivation of character, homosexual
and heterosexual. Examine the novels: The
Rough and the Smooth (1951), a sharply
delineated study of the destructive qualities
of an obsessive sexual relationship, Behind
the Mirror (1955), looks at the consequences
of duality of sexuality, sexual jealousy, and
sexual guilt; November Reef (1962), a story
of decadence in Eden, one of the finest of
Robin Maugham'’s novels and a work highly
rated by Anthony Burgess, which tells of
idealism fostering greed, of cruelty based in
repression and evil flowering from lust. The
Green Shade (1966) returns forcefully to
the themes of The Rough and the Smooth.
And then there is The Second Window
(1968).

*Drug-addiction, insanity, homosexuality,
miscegenation, the corruption of a thirteen-
year-old girl or of a nine year old boy, you
name it, Robin Maugham describes it,”
proclaims a quotation on the paperback
edition of The Second Window. The
quotation is obviously there for its sensa-
tional sales value. Yet it tells the truth. For
in this, the longest of Robin's novels, no
holds are barred. To me The Second Window
has always seemed to be a dry run for
Escape from the Shadows.

It is with The Second Window that the
second phase of Robin Maugham'’s writing
culminates. The book is a lengthy chronicle
of a mis-spent life. Martin Yorke, the
journalist hero, has spent years riding along
on “‘a crest of a wave™ of success and
approbation. But he has equally never been
true unto his own nature. He has repressed
desires, donned the cynic’s spectacles, and
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in final remorse tried to unravel his life.
The story of his life is told in the novel,
through the device of a long notebook in
which Yorke narrates the major incidents
which have affected him.

It is in this book that a whole complicated
mass of material, much of which has been
hovering at the back of the earlier novels,
finally explodes into a cohesive whole. It
is as if Robin is looking at his own life and
trying to unravel the-tangled skein, to work
out what went wrong and, possibly, how he
should have done things. Of course, this is
only critical conjecture. But it bears
thinking about.

The Second Window is an extraordinary
novel; rich, at times almost over-rich, in
themes and incident. It hovers between the
sensational, the macabre and gothic, and
psychological examination. It tackles head-
on the whole gamut of emotional taboos.
And the final revelations-a savage homo-
sexual rape and murder -bring the reader to
the point where he feels sure that had
Martin Yorke been true unto his own
nature nowe of this need have happened.

Which is also the point it seems to have
brought Robin Maugham to. For after the
detailed unravelling of Martin Yorke, Robin
Maugham seems to have gone a long way
towards unravelling of himself.

His next novel, The Link, is a fictional
examination of the Tichbourne Claimant
case. It is Robin Maugham's first “historical’
novel and the first in which homosexuality
takes such a major place. Indeed, homo-
sexuality is an essential of the plot. Not
that Robin likes the book, or any of his
books, thought of as *homosexual novels’.

MAUGHAM: “What is a ‘queer’ novel?
Is The Second Window just because ten per
cent of it is concerned with homosexuality?
Is The Link homosexual?

*] don’t regard queerness as either the
normal or the abnormal, and I'm more and
more convinced that, if anything, the

Robin Maugham with W Somerset Maugham at
a cochktall pcny

normal is buexuahty. For instance, | have
discovered most Africans, most Poly-
nesians and most Sudanese to be pretty
bisexual and we all know that we have a
certain amount of both male and female
chromosomes in us. I'm firmly against what
might possibly be called ‘coterie hetero-
sexuality’, just as I'm firmly against ‘coterie
homosexuaiity’. It is bad, stultifying. 1
think it’s wrong. I really do. And | think
.ulxlat we simply must learn how stupid it

is.

“It is very cramping for artistic impulses
and it is very annoying when people ask,
‘Is your book queer or not?’ If you've got
to dividc things up in, for example, The
Second Window, eighty per cent of the
characters are heterosexual. Exactly the
same principle applies with The Link 1s it

Maugham as a subaltern in the Shorpshooters
in 1940

necessary Lo divide the characters up?

*] just write the thing for better or for
worse exactly as | see it coming in my mind.
I hope | am writing about contemporary
life as [ see it and, admittedly there are
some absolutely queer or absolutely hetero-
sexual people, but I'm not interested in
people because they're one thing or another,
or a mixture, I'm interested in them as
people.”

But The Link forms a useful bridge
between two periods of Robin’s writing
life. For it comes between the unravelling of
The Second Window and the stepping, as it
were, out of the closet of The Wrong
People.

The Wrong People (1970) originally
appeared in paperback in America-under
the pseudonym David Griffin—in 1967. It
obviously didn’t seem like a good time to
write so openly a homosexual novel and
publish it under one's own name. But by
1970, a German edition and a lot of revision
later, Robin Maugham decided to “publish
and be damned.”

Not only that. He did a lengthy series of
interviews with the press and a sensational
Late Night Line-Up on television. Some-
what to the surprise of Sheridan Morley
and Alan Brien, Robin suddenly announced
to the assembled BBC watching millions
that he loved girls and boys all his life!

- * *

IN PART 2 (to be published next issue),
Robin Maugham will be talking about his
views on homosexuality today, his writing,
and his con:roversial new novel The Sign.
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The following titles are available from Gey
News Mail Order, 62a Chiswick High Road,
London W4 ISY (orders over £2 are post
[ree. otherwise please add Sp per item for
post and package:

The Servant (£1.50)

The Wrong People (40p)

The Last Encounter (40p)

The Black Tent (for ‘Testament:

Cairo 1898%) (£2.25)
The Sign (£2.25)
Escape from the Shadows (£3.50)
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