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MALCOLM GREATBANKS HAS BEEN
ADOPTED AS GLF CANDIDATE TO
FIGHT LAMBETH AT GENERAL
ELECTION. SUPPORT HAS BEEN
PROMISED BY LOCAL GROUPS
INCLUD ING WOMEN & SQUATTERS

GN Bath Fund

UK: The response to the appeal we made

in GN54 for help in finding the £1,500
outstanding for costs of the obscenity trial
Gay News was involved in earlier this year
has been truly amazing.

Up to the time of going to press we
have received a total of £623.95 in
contributions.

As well as this amount in hard cash,
two Gala Benefits are being arranged on
our behalf.

The first is to be held at the Pan Club,
Bute Street, Luton, on Thursday, October
3. The line-up at present includes Mrs
Shufflewick, the Harlequeens, Sandy Rose,
Jean Fredericks, Toni Dresden and Tony
Page as compere. The Fabulous Pan Disco
will be made available for the evening which
starts at 8.30pm and goes on until 2am.

The second will take place at the Royal
Mail, Upper Street, Islington, on Wed-
nesday, October 16. Tony Page is arganis-
ing this event and is also appearing. The
line-up for the evening includes the
Dumbelies, Sandy Rose, Jean Fredericks
and Toni Dresden.

At both events there are liable to be
surprise guest artistes popping in—all are
welcome. Tony told us that he is having
difficulty finding musicians willing to
play at either evening and needs a drummer
and pianist—anyone wishing to appear
contact Tony on Waltham Cross (97)
23915.

Also, collections have been taken up at
two London gay pubs, the Royal Vauxhall
Tavern (£9 realised) and the Wheatsheaf
(£14.50), as well as at a recent London
Monday Group meeting (see story page S).

We take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has sent in contributions,
collected, or organised benefit events.
You've all been marvellous!

And it’s not too late to send a con-
tribution--cheques, postal orders to the
GN Bath Fund, 62a Chiswick High Road,
London W4 1SY.

More about the fund total next issue.
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BRADFORD: First it was Levis, then it was

Eamburgers, and now British gays have

ir d the American ‘zap’. Sixty gay
pmen and men moved in on the British

dical Association ‘Congress on Psycho-
Sexual Problems’ to demand, amongst other
hings, that delegates discuss with them the
sabject of homosexuality and other related
topics.

“The whole thing went like clockwork,”
said one of the gay demonstrators after-
wards. It was just better than anything we
had hoped for in our wildest dreams.™

The whole episode started several weeks
ago when it was first learnt that a Congress
was being organised, and would be held at
Bradford University. Members of Bradford
GLF were annoyed to see subjects such as
homosexuality, transvestism and trans-
sexualism down on the agenda for a medical
conterence on ‘Psycho-Sexual Problems'.
**Homosexuality," said Don Milligan, a
member of Bradford GLF and one of those
responsible for the zap, “is not a medical
problem. When are they going to get that
into their heads? Of course doctors are
concerned with homosexuality because
those homosexuals who have anxieties
about being gay will often go to their doc-
tor in the first instance. But if doctors are
going to be able to give proper advice, then
they need help and guidance from gay
people.”

Other gay groups were alerted. A leaflet
went out, noting that the conference was
being sponsored by Geigy Pharmaceuticals,
a drug company which manufactures Anquil
(benperidol )--a drug to eliminate sexual
desire in its recipients. A disco was arranged
for the Thursday night of the conference
for any gays who wanted to attend.

At 6.00 on Thursday evening, when most
of the demonstrators had arrived in Brad-
ford, a planning meeting was called in the
University tuilding on the floor above the

BMA conference hall. Groups represented
at this meeting included Bradford Lesbian
Group, Bradford GLF, Bradford CHE,
Bradford Socialist Women's Action Croup,
Leeds GLF, Manchester Lesbian Collective,
Manchester GLF, South London GLF,

and CHE Activists. Letters of solidarity
were received from Bristol Gay Awareness
Group, Sussex GLF, and Edinburgh Science
for People, amongst others. After this
meeting they held a very well-attended
disco in the Bradford Students Union.

The {ollowing moming, Friday 13 Sep-
tember 1974, demonstrators started arriv-
ing at the Students Union at 8.25am. At
8.50, sixty people headed for the con-
ference hall via a linking cormridor between
the Students Union and the main building.

Between the conference hall and the
corridor was a large ante-room connected
to the conference hall by a narrow passage.
At the doors to the ante-room, two univer-
sity porters checking delegates’ passes
stopped the gay contingent and held the
doors against them. Demonstrators said they
had agreed at their planning meeting that no
sort of force must be used against the
porters, so they stayed quietly at the door
negotiating with the conference organisers.
BMA delegates were effectively prevented
from entering the hall by the gay groups
who were blocking the doors.

At 9.00 a number of university cleaners
arrived to collect their weekly pay from the
Cashiers’ desk situated in the ante-room.

At first they were kept out by the porters,
who had been instructed by the organisers
to allow no one in. But the demonstrators
let them through to the front of the crowd
in the corridor, and after repeated chants
of “Let them through,” the women were
allowed to duck under the porters’ arms
and collect their money.

Two of the cleaners who had been
talking with a GLF contingent told Gay
News that they thought the gay group
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should be allowed in.

Acting as a go-between, Professor Tom
Stonier of Bradford University suggested
that the gays be allowed into the conference
to take part in discussion. The organisers
tumed this down. They said they could let
three gay people in, because there was not
enough room for everyone. But this was
turned down flat by the demonstrators. Don
Milligan pointed out that “‘three gay people
did come in a day or so ago quite quietly,
and sat down quite quietly, and didn't
heckle, and behaved themselves—and we

Continued on page 3. column |
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS: After agreeing last
month to reconsider their decision banning
the CHE benefit concert to be given by
Peter Katin in the Assembly Hall, the
amenities committee of Tunbridge Wells
Council have now given a definite ‘NO' to
the recital being held.

And this is the last word as far as they
are concerned. Not as far as CHE is con-
cerned, however.

At the committee meeting, Tory Clir
JB Ludden said: *“We have made a stand on
this and I think we must stick to it. We
gave our officer [ the celebrated Mr D
MacGuffog) permission to make the
decision and 1 want us to stand by him in
this decision.”

Clir J W Perry spoke of homosexuals as
a minority —a product of the permissive
@ge. And he was worried about the threats
of violence made against Peter Katin and
therefore opposed the concert.

But Clir DB Smith spoke in support of
the hall for the recital.

The Chief Executive Officer, Mr WE
Battersby, after the decision was made, said
that he was surprised at this outcome. He
ubsequently felt that the councillors had
already made up their minds before entetin
he debate, and so what was said at the
mecting on September 6 was irrelevant.
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Number 55
September 26 — October 9

Who do we
vote for?

Before you take up your pencil on general election day
and start doodling on your election slip, you might as
a homosexual be advised to spend a few moments in
careful thought.

At the last clection, in February of this ycar, we suggested
that when it came to voting it made no difference whether you
were homosexual, bisexual, heterosexual or just kinky about
vocker spaniels. Sex wasn’t on the agenda. Well, that's changed.

What we have cxperienced in the last seven months is an
extraordinary polarisation in British socicty that has brought
into question onc of the busic principles of old-fashioned
liberalism which has long ruled our political life, namely that
d person has the right to live as he or she wishes so long as that
life-style does not harm others. And this principle we have
seen in our own life-times extended to embrace the homo-
sexual, more or less grudgingly. This principle, like it or not,
is at stake on October 10.

The Labour party, one must admit, has come a long way in
the last seven months as far as gay people arc concerned. If
one is to be scrupulously honest, one must also add that they
had an extraordinarily long way to come anyway, and that if
by some mischance they had gone any further away they would
have disappcared off the edge of the earth entirely. Be that as
it may, a growing number of Labour MPs have come out
specifically in support of gay rights. Roy Jenkins (prime
Parliamentary mover of the 1967 Act) is back in the Home
Office, David Kerr chaired the Scxual Law Reform Working
Party which called for complete equality for gays before the
law, and Labour councillors up and down the country have
stood up to their Tory counterparts over such matters as sex
education, the Edinburgh International Congress, and putting
Gay News into public libraries--always, you will observe,
basing their arguments not specifically on the grounds of **All
homosexuals are jolly good people, so there!™ but on the
principle that we mentioned above. The law, for a Labour man,
1s an instrument for preventing harm rather than for preventing
everything except the odd thing or two of which they approve.
(That, agreed, is a generalisation).

We have seen bands of marauding Young Socialists following
the lead of the Young Liberals and bringing pressure on the
senior party on behalf of gays. We even find at least one CHE
group being given the use of a local Labour party headquarters
for its regular meetings.

Turning to the strange case of the Liberals- Young Liberals
have played havoc with the comfortable serenity of senior
party members in conducting their gay rights campaign. The
senior party has become far more rcticent about the matter
since 1967 when a motion to the annual assembly (signed by
Jeremy Thorpe no less) committed the party to support of
the Wolfenden report on homosexuality. Yet in February this
year, Jeremy was able to say, without the slightest hint of a
grin on his face, that the question of gay law reform was not
a matter for official party policy and was the responsibility
of private MPs.

The Young Liberal who had the temerity to tell this
September’s Liberal Assembly that homosexuality was not a
disease, and that the party should be fighting for gay rights,
was met with cries of ““It is!” and boos and catcalls, mingled
with a generous helping of applause. When the Liberal strategy
commission came to draw up its list of priorities and political
objectives, the Young Liberals wanted to sce gay law reform
included. The strategy commission settled for “reform of civil
liberties.” But their hezrts are in the right place at least!

The Conservative party is quite a different kettle of poisson.
The increasing dissatisfaction with (by Tory standards) Left-
Wing-Ted has led to a quiet shift of power within the shadow
cabinet, a shift that has taken the Tory party further and
further to the right, Sir Keith Joseph is far enough to the right
to be able to compromise with Enoch Powell were the needi
to arise. The shadow cabinet is also far enough right to com-
promise with the General Walter Wotsit's of this world. They
certainly do not even have to compromise with Mary White-
house, promising in their manifesto (as they have) that
they will reintroduce Robert Carr’s controls on cinema
advertising, newspapers and magazines (no more personal ads,
love?). They have also pledged themselves to tighten up on
public assemblies (did you want to join the campaign for law
change?) and they rumble on about law and order like Richard
Nixon did before he realised it worked both ways.

Well, it might be worth it if one could feel confident that
law and order would catch up with the Tory high command in
time. But would it?

Those of you who have witnessed police action at the
Coleherne—do you feel that the police were powerless in the
face of your brutality? Of course not. But the blanket approach
of the Tory party as laid out in their manifesto is to tighten
up on anything that suggests unconventional behaviour. And
we suggest in all seriousness that gay people not only run a
personal risk themselves by voting Tory, but put the rest of
the gay community at risk as well. In their campaign lies the
denial of the principle that a person may live as‘he or she
wishes so long as others are not hurt,

That is the very principle which has enabled gay people to
begin to lift their heads in Britain with a degree of sell-
confidence. Don't throw it away with a careless pencil mark
on October 10. If you voted Tory last time, please look at
least at the Liberal party as an alternative. If you voted Labour
w time, for God’s sake don’t abstain this time.
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Gay News weicomes letters from 115 readers
on any subject of special interest to homo-
sexuals, including comment on items pub-
tished in GN. Owing to space /imitations,
please keep your letter as short as possible
(200 words meximum). Letters must be
signed, but the writer’s name and address
wi/l be withheld if the writer requests it.
Send to: Your Letters, Gay News. 62s
Chisweck High Road, London W4 1SY.
We regret that we cannot acknowledge

! receipt of letrers. GN cannot forwerd
|| fetters to correspondents uniess stated.
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International cooperation
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Internationsl Gay Rights Congress
Edinburgh

Duoar Gay Nows,

JO's lelter in GNS4 highlights just the
stuations 1w organisers of the first world
International Congress on Gay Rights would
like 10 challengu. We will certainly include
a call (or help lor the oppressed mMinority in
Spain - indesd we are in contact with a
clandestine Spanish GLF orgsonsation (write
to us ¢f you wish 10 be put in touch).

There are many situstions in different
countries where hornosexuals sre sut
pcted to persocution, the maynitisoe of
which we in Groat Britain hive hittle
understanding or sulficient compassion for.
We must work through nutionhal and inter
national organisations such gs the United
Nations if we are 10 muke our presence fell.

Gays in Austnia are "ot sllowed to
publish mugaszines or torm groups. Gays in
Iretand are subjnctad to hursher police
treatment thun over existod in the UK,
Gays in Singapore huve to conform to o
dreadful codo of castration if thuy are to
avod pursecution. 1 have lvsrnt a lot of
sobering facts sincu the taunching of the
Congresy st the CHE Malvern convention
in May.

The stmaosphere of enthusiasm at
Malvern is something we want to recepture.
Malvern was something of a watershed tor
guy man and women in the UK. | and my
co-organisers mm for the sound beginnings
of international cooperation and under
standing--the foundations of wtiich vall be
luvd h Edinburgh this cominy Dix umber

lan Dunn
Congress Secretary
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Love! sweet Love!
France
Dear Gay News,

| came scross this verse of William
Blake’s in his ‘Songs of Experwnce’ {1789)
a8 o preface to 8 poem called A Littie
Girl Lost™ and thoughl it most appro
priate for GN. Hope you agree

Children of the future Age

Reading this indignant page,

Know that in a former time

Love! sweet Love!

was thought & crime.
Alan Wakeman

Liberated mum
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London N21

Dear Gay News.

It seems that everyone who writes to
you is 8 homosexual clamouring for 8
chance t0 air their views. Admittedly yours
5.3 gay paper and therefore 1s primarily
concerned with gay problems. but surely
if you wish to be hesrd amongst the genefa’
population, sll viewpoints are important.

It is mesningless to say that there are
enounh papers for heterosexuals, for surely
how are you to meke yourselves heard if
the only people who buy your paper are
homosexual?

Make it 8 paper that anyone can read
and enjoy. Homosexuasls must read the
national papers and even though there are
very few articles to further your cause.
two wrongs don’'t make a right snd you
cannot shout for integration if you are not
prepared 1o integrate yourselves.

As the mother of a gay boy. there are
no problems in our family. our son must
live his life fully, truly. and honourably
and being gay is no barrier to any of these
conditions. We welicome his friends in his
home. because they are his friends snd we
respect his judgement.

My husband and | have found it very
rewerding to discuss with him, his way of
lite, which is basically not dependent on
sexual attitudes, but more public knowledge
15 necessary to make your case generally
acceptable.

We know of many gay boys (through
our son) who have miscrable existences
with their parents and are forced to leave
home through lack of understanding, but
| feel that with maore information. many
more parents would be only too happy to
come to terms with their children and be
happy that they are happy and fulfilied
To 100 many parents the word “homo
sexual’ is dirty and disgusting, but this is
only because of their upbringing,

Change us! Make us “"Gay"! Help us to
understand. but don’t stand on a soup
box and demand recognition without
explanation!

On your behalf | must admit that when
my son brings your psper homa, | enjoy
reading it all, it helps to develop my
outlook and further brush away any old
fashioned cobwebs.

Richmond Borough Library Committee
has decided wot 1o keep @ copy of GN on
the periodicals shelves any longer. The
matn argument for their objection was
that if homosexuals are 1o be catered tor
with s “sex magaszine” then why shouldn’t
heterosexuals have girlie magazines (why
shouldn’t they indeed!). But thcy missed
the point completely. GN serves a far more
unIQue purpose as o unifying force among
homosixuals in any group of society,
masmuch as they have their suxuality 1n
oMo« NOt unimportant part of lifel
Politically it allows groups to share
expariences i their struggle for equality,
thus serving an im portant role in helping
us knock the prejudices and injustices in
socwely. I've written a lotter to the cony
mittoe and local paper pointing out thase
focts.

Keep up the compaign GN- vw've 8
long wasy to go yet!

Mike Jackson

Liberated library
Marylebone and Paddington CHE Group
London W2

Dear Gay News,

I thought you would like to know that,
following an spproach from this group.
the City Librarian of Westminster City
Libraries has agreed to take out a sub-
scription for Gay News lfor an experimental
period. | will let you know if there are
any further developments, Incidentally,
there was 1o struggle involved— the
decision was taken within days of our
sending specimen copies.

Ken Glazier
€D: Right onl and we hope more libraries
well do likewnsel
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Glib thoughtlessness
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London SW14

Dear Gay News,

Perhaps you'd kindly inform all those
“well mesning’” people who include the
letters ‘ALA"’ at the end of their ads, and
who don’t mean it, that the disappointment
and, dare | say, heartache, they cause by
their glib thoughtlessness, is 8 cruelty which
1 only hope they themselves don’t have 1o
syffer at any time.

The rarsing of, and sudden sbandoning
of hupes s not unlike the old Spanish
Inquisition torture calied “strapado’

Love, peace, and please, a little
more thought.

Richard Huward
‘Our finger’s out’

Manchester

Dear Gay News,

In a letter published in GN54, Sean of
Ecciles asks what do CHE do for gays in
Manchester. Where has Sean been hiding?
Doesn’t he read the Manchesier Evening
News? If he had, he would have seen one
of the largest photographs and longest
articles that there has ever been. Doesn’t
he listen to Radio Manchester? If he had
then he would have heard me talking about
CHE. The Manchester CHE group is
probably the largest group In the country
with nearly 250 mambers. We have at
least two socials each week . and one coach
trip a month. The Royal Iris is okd hat,
we did that last December--he reslly has
been tuding. hasn't he?

Sesn musn’t tell us to got our finger
out—it is already out! 30 come and join us.

Derek Jones

Cornvenor Manchester CHE
‘Join together and fight’
Ramsdel|
Nr Basingstoke

Duar Gay News,

Who does Sean Anonymous lletters,
(GN54) think he 15, Insisting that goy
organisations “Get thewr finger out™?

Soun, don’t you resd your Gay News
properly? |f you did you would see how
hard people in CHE and GLF and other
guy organisations are trying to get through
to the public. The odds are against us, but
people join together and fipht.

Saan says. ~“There are lots of things
THEY can be doing™ and " YOU must
make the public awere™. If the members of
CHE and GLF etc had the sttitude that
THE Y or YOU or someona. somewherc
besides US should do something for guys,
there wouldn't be any such organrsations
for Soun 10 cniticise. WE, including Sean,
must make the public quite sure that WE
are here, and why shouldn’t we ba?

- Gillian Moore

Gay shift workers

®scesessssePessensesccncssasesennane

London W9

Dear Gay Nows,

Among the many thousands employed
on shift work 1n Britain there must be
qQuite 8 number who are gay and due 10 the
ursocial hours find 1t difficult to make
social contact, and there is nO organisation
to my knowledge catering for them.

| would like to try and form such an
organisation and wish to hear from any.
one interested. employed in catering, public
transpor1, nursing, entertainment, airlines,
armod services, 1o name but a few.

So how about all you gay shilt workers,
make a start by replying to my ad in the
Mixed Personal Column (page 17). I'm
looking forward to hearing from you and
hope thut something can be launched.

Incidentally. my son will be grven this
letter to criticise before posting. -

LR ORI v I——
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} Banbury

| Dear Gay News,

| Yesterday | read an account in the

| Daily Telegraph of an invasion of a Britsh
Modicel Associstion Congress at Bradiora
University by members of the Gay
Liberation Front. They held up the start
for 40 minutes. This was too long They
were right 1o protest but not meke 100
much trouble.

Worse still, much worse was that Don
Milligon was dressed in tights and 3 long
blue slit-legged velvet druss embr osdersd
with sequins. This is just the sort of theng
to eflectively bar any hope of gay peopie
beiny accepted by the general publc. Gay
peopile must accent the 1doe that they
must be seen 10 bu complietely normal in
their dress and behaviour. Any fancy
dress and menny’s must be strictly svosded.
We must realise that our opponents are
only 100 anxious 10 $817€ ON any excuse
10 damn us a3 sbnormal fresks

RG Athinson
ED: The simple answer to your point @ the
total success of the zap (see our cover story).

Bittersweet 30's

©se0 080000 e0 000000008t sERereseY

8§t Albans
Dear Gay News,

As s new teador of GN, | was most
interested 10 read th re "The Gay
Thirties’ by Galileo [GNS4):1ibsought
back meny memories to ma Many of'the
places and events, such as Lady Malcolm’s

il | always attunded. The 1930°s were
sad snd hungry years but somehow happy
days although gays wore rejected by
society. My sincere thanks to Galileo for
taking me back IMNay-ded wnay
Critique
Sexus! Reform Movement
N lreland
A chare.

With reference to your "Belfast Special’
edition of GN51, | would like to set the
record straight {?) with regard to your
reference 10 a “'Sinn Fein spokesman™
expressing sundry anti-gay sentiments. It
would be unfai to add the Republican
Movement in this country 1o the long list
of "everyone and everything’ against Irnish
homaosexuals. | strongly suspect that you
were mysinformed or perhaps just slightly
misled, for the official Sinn Fein organise-
tion has, 10 all knowledge:, never expressed
such an opinion as policy. Quite rightly
though. the days are not yet hare when s
homosexual in the Republican Movement
can stand up and be counted, any more
than a prospactive or sitting British Labour,
Tory or Liberal politician in your country
can. And as you know, Ireland is decades
bshind the rest of the Western World on
sexual freedoms matters

However, | believe that it is entirely
possible that the reference might have
boeen 1o another organrsation masquerading
& “republican’ under the name of Sinn Fein
but far more commonly known as the
Provos.

Joint-secretary of Sinn Fein, Mairin de
Burca, speaking recently, was questioned on
the attitude of the movement to the “Gay
Liberation Front’ and while confessing her
relative ignorance on the subject, stated
that ““of course homosexual relations
batween consenting adults should not be
illegal in Ireland.” and that she was con-
vinced that sithough 1n some cases homo-
sexuality could be associated with
bourgeois decadence. she remained con:
vinced that in many cases there existed
the situation where two human beings of
the same sex couild have a deep and sincere
loving sexual relationship with one another.

1 trust that such a statement coming
from a member of the Ard Comhairie or
‘National Executive’ of Sinn Fein totally
refutes the hostile and resctionary imege
of the movement as suggesied in your article.
' | am however more concerned that you

include the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association in your list of unsympathetic
organisations. It is true that they have not
been actively involved in the fight of Irish
gays but it is important 10 remember that
they did pass a resolution at their recent
AGM calling for an end to ““the antquated
and discriminatory legisiation™ against
homosexuals. NICRA 13, you must re
member. 8t present involved in 3 massive
fight sgainst the whole weight of bar
barous and repressive legislation in this
part of Ireland, not the least, the plight
of the 600 men, women and children
interred without trial in concentration
camps.

It s impcrtant to remember that there
are . smosexusis in Long Kesh, Maggilligan
ar«! Armagh camgs. Sinn Fein at its 1973
A

Fheis (AGM) roaffirmed its support
for »' the democratic demands of the
(Full name and address withheld by mlA NIChA. ' Doa Gilt b
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were cjected from the congress, even though
there were vacant seats.”™

By this time, several demonstrators had
managed to find a way in to the main con-
ference hall via a fire exit into the projection
room. [ta, an Irish sister living in Bradford,
told how she had been the first into the
hall. *“1 wedged my handbag in the door of
the projection room and just pushed. All
the projectionists were trying to stop us,
btut we came in in a mass and that was it.”
Once inside the hall, they opened a second
fire door and the gays started trickling in
twos and threes, taking their seats at the
back of the hall. Those delegates who had
got in much earlier sat quietly in their
places, studiously ignoring the arrival of
the newcomers. But eventually, with some
thirty gays scated inside the hall, it was
clear that the battle to exclude them was
lost, and soon those who had remained
outside were allowed in by the organisers.

There then ensued forty minutes of
discussion between doctors and gays about
how the business of the conference was to
proceed. The first speaker on the pro-
gramme was Dr Donald J West on 'Homo-
sexuality’. He stood up and said “Could 1
as the first speaker just suggest that we
might possibly get on with the meeting, and
if we are not aliowed to get on with the
meeting then we would have to stop. But
surely we should try.”

This, however, was not what the gays
had in mind. Their request was simple, they
said: that the papers that were to have been
given should not be given, but that the
sessions should be given over to “*a dialogue™
between speakers, delegates and gays.

There was a little heckling, but whoever
wanted to speak had their say. In the end
there was a vote as to whether the gays
should stay for a dialogue.

Only twelve people voted against the
dialogue.

So the meeting continued. Originally,
Friday's session was to have been chaired by
Mr Justice Waller, a High Court Judge (the
only relevance of that choice, Don Milligan
“1 told the meeting amidst laughter all round,
was that he was a judge in the Queens Bench
Division). However, Sir George Waller refused
to chair the meeting "in view of the situation
that has arisen, and my position as a High
Court Judge.” and after roaring “BE QUIET"”
at Don, turmed on his heels and went straight
back to London.

So Dr Hugo Milne, a consultant psychiatrist
from Bradford who had been mainly respon-

‘'BMA Congress Zap

Continued from puge 1

sible for the conference, offered to take the
chair, and he asked Dr West to introduce the
subject briefly before handing the discussion
over to the floor.

Dr West spoke for a quarter of an hour
and was heard in silence. He had intended,
he said, to spend some time talking about
the causes of sexual orientation “but |
don’t propose under these changed circum-
stances to go through all that. It is politics,

I think, that you are here to talk about
today.” and he spoke at length about the
social stigmatisation of gay people, referring
to the recommendations of the Sexual Law
Reform Working Party of which he had
been a member.

There then followed 45 minutes of what
The Times described as a “‘general debate . ..
conducted intelligently and smoothly.”

At this stage, Dr Milne called a halt for
coffee, after which, he said, congress would
resume its programme as planned. The gay
people objected, saying that they had pro-
posed that the whole morning be given over to
dialogue. After some debate, the organisers
proposed that the gays be given another room
where they could continue the dialogue with
any delegates who wishes to attend or else:
the congress would have to be abandoned.

to consider this proposal. The general mood
of the discussions suggested that they were
more than satisfied with the outcome of the
morning, and did not want to force the
abandonment of the congress. Most seemed
ready to accept the offer of the room when
Dr Edward G Edwards, the university's Vice-
Chancellor, entered the hall and said that he
confirmed the offer of the room, but that in
addition he would be prepared to offer the
facilities of the university, at some future,
mutually convenient date, for the gay groups
represented to organise their own conference.
And he would undertake to see that these
facilities were made available free of charge.

Game, set and match.

A number of the delegates said that they
had found the moming a useful experience.
Dr Milne commented that many delegates had
not enjoyed the experience, but that in the
end he thought it would be to their benefit.
Professor Tom Stonier remarked that he had
been to many such meetings, many of them
boring. This one, he thought, had been a real
learning experience. Dr West said that, having
been asked to Gay Lib meetings before, he
was “familiar with this way of carrying on.”

BRIGHTON/SLOUGH: As Liberal party °
members were discussing homosexuality at
fringe meetings surrounding the Liberal
Party Assembly at Brighton, Young Liberals
at Slough were undecided about supporting
their own candidate in the coming election.
Discussions were held as to whether the
group should support the Socialist can-
didate instead.

Ken Stevens, convenor of Slough’s Group
*73 Young Liberals, told Gay News that he
had definitely decided that he would vote
Labour on October 10. He said that he was
disillusioned with his Liberal candidate, Mr
Philip Goldenberg, because “He puts too
much importance on economic issues and
too little on civil rights matters, like the
Campaign for Homosexual Equality.*

In answer to questions from the group,
Mr Goldenberg had said that although he
supported some of the aims of CHE, he
did not think the age of consent should be
reduced to 16. He supported the introduction
of an 18 year age level.

Furthermore, he was not prepared to
introduce a Private Member’s Bill into
Parliament to reduce the age of consent.

Ms Joan Lester, the Labour MP, how-
ever, supports CHE wholeheartedly and
feels that the government should be urged
to introduce a Government Bill on this
matter.

The group as a whole discussed this
just after the election announcement, and
although they could not support their
Liberal candidate because of his ideas on
gay lib, they could not support the Labour
MP cither, because they did not agree with
socialist policies right across the board.

The branch therefore decided not to
extend their support to any particular party
at the general election, but to carry on
with their gay rights campaign in the Slough
area.

Mcanwhile, at Brighton, Dr Michael
Winstanley, Liberal MP for Hazelgrove,
near Manchester, told 120 people attending
an Assembly fringe meeting on gay rights
that: **Sexual behaviour of human beings,
of whatever kind, has nothing to do with
the law. | don't see why it should ever be
a matter for the law.”

He continued: *My involvement has, on
occasion, been professional but 1 don't see
\w\hy it should be a medical question. The

way people c;levelop sexually is not a medical
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question. It is very difficult to say what is
normal.

*“Medical guidance,” he added, *is
needed just as much, if not more, for the
heterosexual as the homosexual-and for
the same reasons.

*“There are a lot of people in Parliament,
who are prepared to stand up and be
counted.”” However Parliament could only
change the law- changing public opinion
was the responsibility of gay people
themselves.

He concluded: “There are certain areas
where the State has a duty to protect an
individual from his own folly, but don’t
equate that with homosexuality.™

Louis Eaks, former chairman of the
Young Liberals, complained about the
way police congregated outside gay bars at
closing time, when het pubs with similar
numbers of people were left unmolested.

Dr Winstanley explained that “the
police’s attitude stems from their inability
to cope with anything out of the ordinary."

Clement Freud told the meeting:
“Everyone has an absolute right to be a
homosexual. Ask for sympathy. After years
of total ostracism, there is now a swing in
your favour.”

But he criticised CHE's practice of
circulating election candidates with a
questionnaire asking their views on homo-
sexual law reform.

“This is one of the shittiest things you
can do,” he said. * A candidate will be a
coward during those twenty days when he
is fighting for the next five years. It is an
iniquitous thing to embarrass candidates
prior to an election because you are not
going to get true answers.”

But Dr Winstaniey disagreed. He said
he was a vice-president of CHE and he had
never been attacked on his pro-gay position.

“[ do not believe it is clectorally
damaging to be associated with
homosexuality.”

As a footnote, GN gives full marks to
Marje Proops of the Daily Mirror for her
reportage of Richard Burden's impassioned
plea for the rights of homosexuals at the
Asscmbly.

Under the heading "More power to this
gay guy with guts’ she writes: “With brave
protagonists like Mr Burden, there's hope
that the sniggering and the condemnation
will fade. It’ll take a long time though. Even

A

 among the Liberals."
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As delegates left the hall, the gays gathered
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GranadaT
plugs aversion
therapy

MANCHESTER: A Granada Television
film called *Joe’, recently networked by
Independent Telivision, was “'nothing more
than a frec advertisement for aversion,” a
CHE spokesman said in London.

“The film,” he continued, ‘*demonstrated
the most extraordinary irresponsibility on
the part of the makers of the programme
who took the subject of aversion therapy
and allowed only its professional advocates
to speak about it."” Psychiatrists were deeply
divided over the effectiveness and the ethics
of the aversion process, and yet not one
single qualified psychiatrist or psychologist
had been permitted to put the strong case
against its use,

Merseyside Friend and the local CHE
group had been involved in the programme,
but they were out of their depth, he said,
and did not have enough personal knowledge
or experience to put the case against. He
very much regretted that the two gay groups
had innocently been dragged into the com-
mercial for aversion techniques.

Electric shocks

The film opened with a homosexual
called Joe being given aversion therapy by
psychiatrist Jean Sambrooks. Electrodes
attached to his legs administered electric
shocks if his interest was aroused by the
photo of a naked moustachioed man
cuddling a horse. He was allowed to watch
a photo of a naked woman without such a
shock being inflicted.

In the conversation between Joe and
his psychiatrist which followed, Joe told
of his wish to be made into a heterosexual
because, he said, he had never been able to
fall in love with other men. He had had
sexual experiences with them, but he had
only felt love with a female partner.

Merseyside Friend

The second part of the programme was
set first in the offices of Merseyside Friend,
and then continued at a CHE meeting
where, 1950s-style, members who did not
want to be recognised lurked out of sight
of the Granada cameras in the shadows at
the back of the room. Jean Sambrooks
was joined by a colleague and together
they defended their position, suggesting
that aversion therapy had only got its bad
name because a number of practitioners
had seen the chance to make a quick buck
and conducted therapy in an irresponsible
way.

But the real surprise came at the tail end
of the programme when Jean Sambrooks,
watching Joe cycle off after one of his
sessions, mused to herself *'1 don’t know.

It almost makes me feel that if you changed
society you wouldn't have needed to treat
him. It makes me feel sad. And I suppose it
makes me wonder about what | shall do
when the next one comes along, rather
more than [ probably would have wondered
in the first place. On the other hand you
don’t change society like that. Some people
can stand pressure, others can’t. But i
suppose you can teach them to withstand
the pressure rather than to change . ..”

Goodbye |
Richmond
Library...

RICHMOND: After a six month trial period,
the amenities committee of Richmond upon
Thames has decided to recommend to the
full council that Gay News no longer be
stocked by Richmond Library.

At the committee meeting, the strongest
opposition came from Tory councillors. In
fact only three committee members were
for GN's retention-one Liberal and two
Labour councillors.

Brian Bayliss, one of the Labour mem-
bers, told the meeting that GN had only
been stocked at the library by public
request. ‘it should continue to do so.

**We should not set ourselves up as
censors. If this publication was one which
intended to deprave and corrupt, the
police would prosecute. It is not up to us
to make moral judgements.”

He told Gay News afterwards that the
strongest protest had come from Tory
Clir Ms Nora Buckley, who had been
supported by .the leader of the Tory group,
Clir Harry Hall.

Clir Hall, continued Mr Bayliss, had even
made a party issue of the debate, urging
all Conservative members to support the
recommendation.

‘Perverted sex’

Ms Buckley told the meeting that she
did not like advertisements for young male
models and the “magazine’s’ (our italics)
campaign to gel the age of consent for
gays reduced from 21 to 16. She objected,
too, to the advertisements offering exclu-
sive photographs and books.

Explaining that she was speaking against
the “perverted sex and subversion™ in Gay
News, she continued: “‘We wouldn’t put
down poison food for our children, and |
don’t think we should have poisoned
literature in our libraries.”

She felt that Gay News intended to
corruft young adolescents.

“If our council says there is a demand,
we create that demand ourselves. Out of
32 other London boroughs, 29 do not have
this paper. Why should Richmond feel it
has to support it?"’

Derek Jones, the borough librarian, told
members that since Gay News had been in
the library (provided free of charge), it had
been well used and had evoked no adverse
comment from library users.

The original request had come via a vast
number of letters to Mr Jones, asking him to
stock Gay News. This was after a decision
by the amenities committee to place an
order for Spearhead, the journal of the
National Front.

Those gays who inundated the librarian
with GN requests earlier this year still have
a chance to oppose the committee decision,
however. The Council still has to approve
this at their full meeting on October 15. If
there is strong opposition at that meeting,
then the Council will probably refer the
matter back to the committee.

Six copies of the paper taken to the
meeting by Mr Jones had disappeared by
the end.
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Despite the assistance of an Old English Sheepdog, Chester CHE was soundly beaten by
11 goals to 2 in their maich with Wirral CHE recently. But a Chester team member dis-
missed tha result contemptuously, and explained that the result would be reversed next
time the teams met. The players, pictured above, are still awaiting approaches from First

Division managers.
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‘Half~wit ban

Continued from page |

However, at the meeting, although he
suggested that the matter be considered by
the full council, he did describe the Malvern
press clippings and introductory leaflet
sent by CHE to the council for its further
enlightenment as ""lurid material."

And Clir Ludden showed how uninformed
he was by stating that he didn’t like the
aims of CHE, especially as they were
advocating lowering the age of consent to
14 (which was in fact put forward recently
by the Sexual Law Reform Society).

Is this the last word?

Wallace Grevatt, CHE Executive member,
told Gay News immediately after the de-
cision, that his only reaction was one of
incredulity.

**The council might think that this is
the end of the matter. But they are wrong.
CHE is not going to let them forget itin a
hurry.”

He informed us that CHE Activists had
been alerted and are to write letters and
start petitions. And a contingent of them
will be going along to the next full council
meeting at Tunbridge Wells on October 1,
to endeavour to get the matter discussed at
this level.

Peter Katin himself views the whole
incident with amazement. “I've never been
so insulted in the whole of my career. My
integrity is at stake. If the amenity com-
mittee is like this, | want nothing to do
with it.

“They are bigots of the highest order.

**The public is now deprived of the
opportunity to choose what they wish to
hear-it is an affront. It’s not as if anyone
was forcing the public to go to the recital.”

Peter told us further that, had he known
that this controversy would arise, he could
have got round a possible ban by saying
that he was receiving a fee from CHE. If
the council had then refused, he could
have made a complaint to the Incorporated
Society of Musicians, who would have sued
the council for loss of earnings.

“But | had never been refused a venue
before. Had | had the slightest notion that
1 would be banned, then 1 would have
drawn up a contract with CHE."”

So, the matter rests there for the
moment. But Tunbridge Wells Council
watch out! Peter Katin and CHE are not
finished yet . . .

-Vicar condemns Church

NOTTINGHAM: The Vicar of Bramcote alls the
opening of a gay club in Nottingham a bad
reflection on the Church.

writing in the church magazine, Rev Jimmy
Hamilton-Brown says: “The (act that therc has
to be a club for homosesuals in Nottingham is a
condemnation of the Church, which for many
years has appcarcd to condemn, without trying
1o give practical help.”

Hair

transplant

Britain’s only woman bair
transplant surgeon gives a brief
lecture on the latest transplant
technique on 01-351 0219 each
evening after six-thirty. It is a
tape-recording so that there is no
emberrassment for men who
want to know about having their
existing hair redistributed to
hide male pattern baldness.
Permanently. The lecture can be
telephoned from your own
home. Don’t talk — just listen.

A brochure in a free fact-pack is
also awvailable.

Just ring 01 - 351 0219 during
the day or write or call in to
Lilian McShane,

SAUL Trichology Limited,

19 The Gallery,

234 Kings' Road,

London SW3.

SAUL Trichology Limited are
the sole users of the highly
successful, painless Londonium
technique. The method was
invented in London and is a
British break-through in the

trestment of hereditary hair-loss. ‘

[LEA vetoes gay course

LONDON: Although the college’s prospectus
states that there is to be a gay studies course
at Addison Adult Education Institute in
Addison Gardens, W14, we leam that this
project has been vetoed by the Inner Lon-
don Education Authority.

Mike Newman, director of special studies
courses at the college, became interested in
promoting such a course when he learnt of
the South London Gay Liberation Front's
idca to have such a course at the Cowley
Recreational Institute in Brixton.

Although Cowley's head, Mr SC Burden
was enthusiastic about ru.aning a gay studies
course, the ILEA would not sanction such
a project. This was in July last year.

Mike obtained information about the
proposed course from GLF's Malcolm
Greatbanks and was so impressed with the
work that had already gone into the project
that he agreed to include Gay Studies
among his courses for this autumn’s
programme.

New venue for Irish disco

DUBLIN: The weekly gay disco which has
been held in Dublin for the past four
months has lost its venue - the Good Karma.
The lease on the hall runs out soon and the
last disco night will be held on September 28.

The Irish Gay Rights Movement.
organisers of this popular entertainment,
are at present negoliating with the owners
of other premises in the centre of the city.

Edmund Lynch told GN that the IGRM
have concluded that the owners of the
Good Karma will not renew the hall’s lease
because of some trouble which occurred
outside the disco recently. A group of four
gay troublemakers started a fight after
ocing refused entry.

The police ‘were called and the involved
parties spent an uncomfortable night at
the police station and were subsequently
charged with disturbing the peace.

Other news from IGRM is that their
proposed gay switchboard, hopefully
starting soon, is to be called TAF (standing
for Telafriend). It was oniginally to be
titled CARA, but this, apparently, is the
registered name of the in-flight magazine
of Aer Lingus.

Also the movement is organising a
survey of Irish gays who have moved to
London, and are anxious to contact any of
their countrymen who live in the city. Out
of this the group intends to present a paper
to the Irish government which will docu-

The course, to have been called simply
‘Homosexuality’, would have run for six
evenings devoted to various topics.

And work on the course was so advanced
that when time came around for the
college’s prospectus to be printed, Mike
was all ready for the course to begin, and
it was included in the list of subjects to be
run at the college.

Then came the bombshell- a letter from
Mr Peter Lincoln, the deputy head of ILEA’s
Community Education and Careers Branch
to the head of Addison, stating that the
ILEA would not sanction the running of
such a course.

The reason given was that the ILEA did
not wish to favour sectarian groups.

Mike has since written to Mr Lincoln
condemning in the strongest possible terms
the ILEA decision, which he secs as a
serious casc of hindering academic freedom.

And there are plans afoot at South
London GLF to fight this decision also.
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ment this problem.

Anyone wishing to take part is asked to
contact the IGRM at PO Box 739, Dublin
4, and Edmund assures us that all the
interviews, to be conducted in London,
will be confidential.

‘No~gays’policy‘embarrasses

Slough firm

SLOUGH: So embarrassed by its policy was
the firm in Slough which told Group ‘73
Young Liberals that it would not employ
a known homosexual, that it asked for a
promise of ‘no publicity’ before it would
cooperate.

The group has been running a gay rights
campaign in the town since January, and as
part of this sent out a questionnaire to all
local firms with household names. One of
the questions included was “Would you
employ a known homosexual?"

GN contacted Ken Stevens, the group's
convenor, to find out exactly which firm
was taking this line. But he was unable to
help—as much as he would have liked to
publicise this illiberal employer- because
he had made a firm pledge that he would
not give the firm adverse publicity, so long
as they completed the questionnaire.

Most companies circularised, however,
were cooperative and provided prompt
answers to the group's enquiries.

Ken told GN: *Since we started the
campaign, there has been a great deal of
response to our advertisement ‘support our
gay rights campaign’. Apart from abusive
calls and interested callers, 15 people have

asked to join us.”

Ken continued that there had also been
several calls from gays needing help. “We
have done all we can and 1 hope we have
put some of them on a happier path.”

Many gay people have given their support
to the campaign because it is not totally
gay. but “sympathetic™ and undersianding.

He told us further that it has been a hard
campaign as there has been little positive or
constructive reaction in terms of public
discussion. The Eton and Slough Liberal
Association, although sympathetic, have
been publicly non-commital.

However, as the barriers have now been
broken, the group feels it must continue
right through a general election campaign
and beyond. And so a public meeting has
been called for October 28 at the Quaker
Meeting House, Ragstone Road, Slough.

The main speakers will be Lord Beaumont
and Steve Atack, the YL's gay rights
organiser.

For the future, the group hopes to set
up a joint counselling service for gays in
the area, with the local group of Campaign
for Homosexual Equality.

New groups

ENGLAND: New CHE local groups are
being set up in three areas of the country.
The first, in North Humberside, will be
centred on Hull. Dctails can be obtained
from Jim Somerville, 1 Harthill Ave, Lecon-
field, Beverley, HU17 7LN, or from Harry

TEAROOM TRADE

Laud Humphreys' definitive study
of cottaging is now available in paperback,
priced at £1.50, from GN Mail Order.

Please enclose cheque/postat order for £1.50
{inclusive of post & package) per copy. payable
t0,Gay News (GN) Ltd.

ADDRESS

GN Mail Order, 62a Chiswick High Road,
London W4 1SY.

Atkinson on Hull (0472) 89-6097.

Harlow, which already boasts 50 national
CHE members, is setting up a group also.
They intend holding weekly meetings and
monthly parties.

And a group is being inaugurated in the
Huddersfield-Halifax area by members of
nearby Bradford branch.

TRANSACTIONAL
wx ANALYSIS %%

is a stimulating method of gaining insight
into your own and other people's be-
haviours. With its help, you can begin to

solve your everyday personal problems and
to improve your relationships with others.
An ongoing weekly TA group for gay people
in North London is now being organised by
Laurence Collinson, Regular Member of the
Interndtional Transactional Analysis Associ-
ation. 01.958 7142 for further information.

Too soon
for change ~

Home Office

LONDON: The 1967 Sexual Offences Act
has not been in operation long enough for
the Home Office to consider whether it is
yet time for a change, a Whitehall spokesman
said.

HJ Warman, a Higher Executive Officer
of C4 Division (the Home Office department
responsible for criminal matters, the courts
and the administration of justice) referred
to the passage in the report of the Wolfenden
Committee which spoke of the need to
protect people under the age of twenty-one
“in view of their special vulnerability.”

“We do not think.” said Mr Wannan,
*'that this argument is necessarily invalidated
by changes in other age limits which have
been made since then, nor would it be
advisable to consider any change in the law
on homosexuality until we have had a rather
longer experience of the working of the
present Act.”

The comments were made in reply to a
letter from C Howell-Everett, Campaign
Director of the CHE Newport (Gwent)
Group. He had written to the Home Office
enclosing a questionnaire and a leaflet
setting out the aims of CHE.

Mr Warman was also asked to comment
on the problems of gays in Scotland and
Northemn lreland, at present outside the
Act. These, he said. “*are matters for the
Scottish Office and Northern Ireland Office
respectively to whom copies of the
correspondence have been sent.”

So seven years is too short a time for
the government to assess the effects of the
law. And yet the abortion act (passed in
the same year) has already been considered
by an official committee (the Lane com-
mittee) with a view to government amend-
ment. May one conclude that the govemn-
ment has somehow had more experience of
abortion than of homosexuality in the last
seven years?

Police get
tough with
‘queer~bashers’

LONDON: The thugs who terrorise Shep-
herds Bush Green have been warned by the
local police that they are stepping up action
to stamp out this problem.

And any gay who finds himself the
victim of such an attack need have no fear
in going to the police.

Chief Inspector J Colligan, of Shepherds
Bush CID, told Gay News that any person
who has been attacked - whether homosexual
or not--should contact the police and they
wil) do all they can to bring the offenders
to justice.

“We need help; we nced evidence,™ he
told us.

He was well aware, he told us further,
that the two public conveniences on the
Green were used by gays. And the thugs’
usual practice was to pick up unbeknowing
gays and then attack and rob them.

*We are simply not going to tolerate
this criminal behaviour on Shepherds Bush
Green. Pcople must be allowed to walk on
the Green at any time of the day or night
without being interrupted.”

In the past weeks, six youths have been
charged with attacking and robbing two
men who were walking through the park.
So, the get-tough action on the part of the
police has started to take effect.

But special plainclothes squads will be
used to patrol the Green after dark if the
violence continues, concluded Ch Insp
Colligan.

Gay self-help centre

MANCHESTER: A totally new gay service
is being set up in Manchester.

The city's Gay Alliance are planning to
open a self-help centre, which will function
as a community centre for Greater Man-
chester's gay population.

It is to be open all day, every day, and
as well as being a social focus, will provide
counselling and legal advice.

BORBEBY'S

PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE
Bed & Breakfast served till noon
Colour TV in lounge.

50 Egremont Place
Brighton
Sussex
Tel: Brighton 683961

L J

L J
Easy Reach of Station
Close to Seafront, Bars and Clubs
Personal Attention Frienaly Atmosphere
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LONDON: Icebreakers have been battling
with the Lvening Standard in an attempt to
get them to run advertisements promoting
the telephone counselling service.

The initial approach was made via a
letter to the Standard from Michael Bur-
bidge. The proposed ad read: “Homosexual
men and women can ring Icebreakers on
01-274 9590 every evening of the year 7.30-
10.30 to talk over their problems with
other gay people.”

Anticipating a cool reception, Michael
also enclosed a leaflet explaining what
Icebreakers was.

Subsequently a letter was received from
RP Taylor, the customer liaison manager
of the classified ad section, refusing the
advertisement.

The letter read: *“ Advertising of a
similar nature has been offered to us in the
past, and has been considered by the
management but they have maintained
their policy of non-acceptance.

‘| would of course assure you, that this
policy is in no way a reflection on intending
advertisers and is applied equally to any
organisation of this nature.”

Michael wrote back urging Mr Taylor to
reopen the question of this particular policy
within the newspaper.

He wrote: “The Evening Standard, like
every organisation of any size, has homo-
sexual people on its staff at all levels. | say
that merely to point out that the subject
of homosexuality is an everyday one. . . .
That gay people suffer- from gross public
ignorance and prejudice and unwarranted
hostility -is no less real and inescapable.

"Icebreakers
vs Evening Standard

““The Evening Standard, as a humane
paper, does not approve of ‘queer bashing’
or other displays of hysterica] bias against
gay people. Yet by maintaining censorship
of material which might work against these
things, the £vening Standard is actually
assisting in maintaining the social climate
in which ‘queer bashing’ in all its forms
breeds.™

Michael concluded by asking the manage-
ment to consider these points “‘and if they
refute them, to spell out their grounds.™

Mr Taylor's reply: “The management
are not prepared to give actual reasons for
their refusal of any particular advertisement.
In common with all newspapers, we reserve
the right to refuse advertising without
assigning any reason and it is our invariable
practice to maintain this position when
advertising is refused.”

Gay News contacted Mr Taylor to
ascertain why the paper had refused this
innocuous piece of advertising but was
faced with the bland answer anticipated.

*“This is a management policy,” said
Mr Taylor. **We have refused similar ad-
vertisements in the past.”

Asked how long ago this policy was
decided on, he told us: ““The policy has
always been in force.”

Enquiring whether there was any plan
to discuss or change this outmoded policy,
Mr Taylor informed us that it did come up
from time to time. He added hastily:
*Obviously the decision isn't mine.” And
he couldn’t (or wouldn't) divulge from
whom the policy decision came.

Gay host
for TV quiz

Police
raid gay sauna

WEST BROMWICH: A gay sauna at Car-
ters Green, West Bromwich, was raided by
the police recently, but has continued to

Photograph: William Ritlaugh

DUBLIN: Alan Gibson, who has been
working in Irish television for some years,
is to be the host of a new quiz programme
which will be broadcast to the Republic.
Starting soon, it will be called ‘Coast to
Coast’ and members of the general public
will take part as contestants.

Two editions of the show have already
been taped in preparation for the launch
of the programme.

Alan was the first gay person in Southem
Ircland to contact the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality in England with the
intention of providing an Irish group.

He has-been involved in the various gay
and sexual freedoms organisations which
have been set up since and at the moment
is involved in the work of the Irish Gay
Rights Movement.

operate normally since.

Clir Philip H Lugg, chairman of Lugg
Developments, which owns Sauna 385, said
*The sauna is continuing to operate
normally. The police had no objection.”

Cllr Lugg, a Conservative member of
Sandwell District Council, continued: “We
are running a legitimate business and have
been doing so for seven years. We are run-

® ning it on the same lines as they are run by

our own local authority and neighbouring
local authorities.”

He said he was “‘deeply shocked" about
the affair.

Ch Supt Joseph Brown, head of the
Sandwell Police Division, said: **Police
action was taken at certain premises in West
Bromwich as a result of which several
people have been interviewed and matters
will now take their course."”

Gay News contacted the local police to
find out exactly what form the “police
action' had taken" after hearing from
another source that some 20 or 30 men
had been arrested.

But Supt J Mallory, who answered our
enquiry, would not give us any further
information, hinting that there were some
men involved in the raid who would not
cven like the number involved released.

It's coincidental that the Birmingham
Evening Mail, which ran stories on the gay
sauna raid, has since published an article
concerning young boys who are leaving
school to become gay prostitutes at (as they
put it) “some establishments that call
themselves ‘sauna baths’.”

Drag Night Out

26th October at

ASkers Motel

Main A3S road ud

Problems of communication

READING: The local CHE group has re-
cently produced its first newsletter.

David Phillips, the convenor, states that
as the group has grown over the past year a
major problem has been internal com-
munication.

“With this ncws-sheet, the problem should
hopefully diminish,” he writes.

Members are asked to comment on the
new publication and any further informa-
tion about the group can be obtained from
David on Reading (0734) 85123 ext 7677.

[ ]
The fight to show
si "fil
sincere mms
LONDON: Speaking to the London Mon-
day Group recently. Stephen Murphy,
Secretary of the British Board of Film
Censors, said that there was a danger that
film-makers could push society too far.
He was answering a question put by a
member of the audience enquiring why it
was that whenever homosexuality was
mentioned in a film it was immediately

classified as "AA° or "X'. Didn’t this just
reinforce public prejudice?

Mr Murphy said firstly that this wasn't
true. A gay mention would and had
appeared in an ‘A’ film. The question to
ask in this case was ‘“‘what stage has society
reached?”

Society, he continued, had moved pretty
fast on this subject in recent years. “But if
you go too far, too fast, you will incur a
backlash.”

This had in fact happened to some
extent in the past few years. Referring to
the Whitehouses, Lord Longfords and Light
Festival merchants, he stated that the Board
of Censours now found themselves in a
ridiculous position.

Far from refusing certificates to films,
they found that they had to fight to get
“serious’ films shown. “There are forces in
this society that would stop important,
sincere works about man.”

He cited “‘the Devils, the [Straw] Dogs
and the Clockwork Oranges’” as examples,
and continued: “| think it is important to
struggle for the right of serious argument
in society.”

This evening was part of LMG's present
interest-packed diary. Their speakers are
always out-of-the-ordinary and unexpected.
For the future, the group has planned
evenings with such people as a marriage
guidance cauncillor and child guidance
officer, and a district manager for the
governmerg employment service. Further
details from chairman Tony Williams on
01-381 3903.

During the evening it was announced
that the collection taken up would go
towards GN’s Bath Fund, and the welcome
total of £30.80p was collected from the
members.

Convenors back to school

SHEFFIELD: CHE group convenors will be
gouing back to the classroom this December
wien a conference is held at Sheffield
University.

The idea of the weekend (December
14-15) is to brief present convenors, and
those who have expressed an interest in
starting up new groups, about what their
job entails.

Advice will be given on membership
drives, group activities and local publicity
based on the experience of oiher groups. A
lot of time will be left for individuals to
discuss their own particular problems or
successes.

§ which the Church feels should not be

1 mounting over the past year, and has

§ included demands for such a working party

| warned the Board of Social Responsibility

] That warning has been blithely ignored.

Church enquiry
doesn’t want
to know

LONDON: The Church of England is to
hold an “enquiry” into homosexuality to
assess “'the changing attitudes towards
homosexual behaviour in the community
and the proper response of the Church to
them.”

Chairman of the 12-man working party
will be the Rt Rev John Yates, Bishop of
Whitby whose qualifications include
“personal competence and sensitivity rather
than expert knowledge.” Over the 18
months during which the working party is
expected to meet, the Bishop’s sensitivity
will be assisted by 11 others with differing
areas of experience. The only experience

represented on the working party is homo-
sexual experience, and accordingly not one
single gay person working within the
homophile movement (or outside it) will
be included.

Pressure for such an enquiry has been

to be set up from the gay Christian organi-
sation Reach, and from the principals of a
number of theological colleges. Reach had

(which is setting up the enquiry) that it
would be a great mistake if such a group
ignored homosexuals in its composition.

The Rev Dennis Nadin, CHE's EC mem-
ber with special responsibility for church
affairs, said “It seem ridiculous to have
experts in all these different fields, but to
have no homosexual working in the homo-
phile movement-- which after all represents
a large number of organised homosexuals.”

Reach commented *“‘As Christians within
the Church we must say that if the report
that the group produces attempts to cover
up the truth about homosexuality, or
conceals the facts as they exist, then Reach
will make clear to the Church what the
true facts are. We have a responsibility not
only as Christians but as homosexuals as
“u_.'

The Church of England, however, is not
going to repent its sin of omission. **The
desire to include a representative homo-
sexual is attractive at first sight, but it is
doubtful whether one person could per-
form this task.” Instead, the working party
would be consulting with homophile
organisations during its eighteen month
study. Had they consulted with the homo-
phile movement before announcing the
enquiry? ‘“Yes—we consulted the Albany
Trust.”

Southampton welcomes
Beau Brummel

SOUTHAMPTON: The first allgay club has been
opened in Southampton. Situated above the
Ambassadors Club in St Mary Street, the Beau
Brummel nightspot will be the only club in the
city to cater exclusively for gay patrons.

The club hps a large foyer, two bars, dance
floor and restaurant facilities.

Club owner Mr Harry (Beau) Cole, told GN
that in his experience trying to cater for hets and
g2ys in one club was a mistake. The compromise
led to problems of administration, particularly
where shared services were concerned, and usually
the gay club took second place to its het
counterpart.

If the venture proves to be a success Mr Cole
is eventually prepared to turn the whole building
into a gay centre, with restroom as well as social
facilities.

The Beau Brummel will be open every night
from 8.30pm until 2.00am and membership will
cost £1.50 per annum.

Richard Thomson

nr Dorchester

HO
Dorset FREE

Strictly gay with TOP DRAG ARTISTS

There is 2 large ballroom in which there
will be a buffct, bar extension and
quadrophonic disco till 2.00am.

Accommodation available so why not take
a weekend away from it all with us.

. Phone_ us fqr details LONG BREDY 246

Britain’s First
GAY SWITCHBOARD

01_8377324

(2 LINES)

Your hot-line
10 the gay community

What, when, how, where
The service operates:

Monday—Thursday 2pm to 11pm
Weekends— From 2pm Friday to
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YJewish
and
Gay

Why not come along
to our weekly coffee evenings?

For details:  Timothy Goldard

BM/JHG
_.London WC16XX ,

DT et el

GN CBeneﬂtt Night

at the

Pan Club

§2/54 Bute Street
Luton
Tel: 414344

on Thursday, 3rd October
8.00pm till 1.00am

Proceeds to Gay News Bath Fund

Artists appearing:

Mrs Shufflewick * The Harlequeens
Toni Dresden * jean Fredericks
Sandy Rose * & Surprisc Guest

Tony Page —~ Compere
including the fabulous Pan Club Disco

Free Buffet
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Every Tuesday night

Watch future issues for up-to-date
forthcoming events
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OCTOBER 1st — Dumbelles &

Mrs Shufflewick

OCTOBER 8th — Guys & Dolls &

Mrs Shufflewick

Lord Raglan
St Martin’s Le Grande
London EC1
(nearest tube St Paul’s)

GROSVENOR
HOUSE

RESIDENTIAL CLUB

326. HAGLEY RD., BIRMINGHAM. 17
TEL. 021-429-4878

—
LATE, LATE BARS
DANCING
RESTAURANT

——

HOTEL ACCOMODATION

ROOMS WITH SHOWER/BATH
" BREAKFAST ALL DAY
COLOUR T.V. LOUNOE
LOVELY GARDENS

HEATED SWIMMING POOL

TWO BARS OPEN
TILL 2.0 AM.

MECCA FOR GAYS

1

ATLANTIS House Hotel,

2a New Steine,

Telephone BRIGHTON 681546

Mine Host, Ricky (prop)

BRAESIDE Guest House,
26, Upper Rock Gardens,
Telephone BRIGHTON 681707

Mine Host(ess?), Calvin (Man'gr)

No restrictions whatsocver.
Both view of sca, and promenadcs.

Both 2 minutes centre and bars and clubs.

£2 per night Bed & Breakfast.

TROUBLED WATER

This column is devised as a means of offcring help,
advice or information on problems rclating to
homosexuality. The letters are handlad by Ice-
breakers, a team set up to handle a telephone
service, whereby isolated or unhappy gays can
ring up any cvening and discuss their difficulties,
directly, with other gay people. The main charac-
teristics of lccbreakers are that all its members
arc openly gay, have come to terms with their
gayness, take no sort of authoritarian approach
and the outfit is not relatcd 10 any gay organisa-
tion- the entire rangc of gay groups, scrvices and
outlets is used. Strict confidence for letters and
telcphone calls is assurcd. The number is 01-274
9590, cvery cvening 7.30-10,30pm. All sexcs are
welcome Lo use this service.

The letters published in this column are selected
from the many reccived each week. Every corres-
pondcnt receives a personal reply as soon as
possible; both letters and replies published may
have been edited slightly. Unless specifically
mentioned in the column, we cannot forward
letters from readers to the writers who present
their problems.

Send your letters to Dept TW, Gay News, 62a
Chiswick High Road, London W4 ISY.

Gay bar ennui

My name is Poul- I'm 22, OK-looking, heve o
regsongble job and live in a very beauiiful areea. |
belong to the local gay club and go to the gay pub
someltimes. | g0 oul with straight guys now and
oguin just for a break in company, so socially |
get ground quite a bit. Somehow despite all this,
my last few years have been so depressing and my
life becomes more unhappy. I live with my parents
they care and it hurts them, | know, to see me
low, but | know | could never discuss my
problems with them. [ get so depressed and dis-
illusioned with It all. | just can’t face the prospect
of thirty to forty years of bar-to-bar sex and
transitory friendships with its inevitable loneliness
ond obScurity - | know a guy my age shouldn't
think about old oge and | should be out having a
beall every night, but somehow | can’t think it out
that way. | know the clubs and bars are an
integral part of our way of life- | do enjoy the
clubs sometimes, | like dancing, enfoy a drink
and of course 1 like scoring with nice guys—but
somehow | know there should be something
more, something else along the way. So often I've
been to bed with a really nice guy, then suddenly
it’s over that awful “'see you eround” routine
and they disappear from your life like all the
others. I've had a couple of reglly nice guys who
have gotten involved with me—and I've been the
one who backed away. I've not wented 1o know.
It just doesn't make sense. This past month |'ve
thought of running off somewhere - but where to?
More loneliness? more bars? Somehow I've got to
get it together; my attitude must change maybe.
Paul, Devon
As a young homosexual becomes adull and starts
moving around, he discovers two things about
the gay worid and about himself as a gay person.
These are secrecy and stigma—and they are linked.
Stigma means being marked out as undesirable or
an outcast; the gay person learns this almost
unconsciously from attitudes projected by
society as a whole, by television, parents, the
law and so-calied authority ligures. This is still
very pronounced today when the world is said to
be increasingly liberal; and it is perhaps most
extreme in the sort of environment you live in.
Awareness of this stigma tends to mean that the
homosexual must keep his sexuality a guarded
secret, hide his tastes and aspirations from those
who matter most—parents, [riends with whom he
has grown up and become close, employers. The
resuit of these pressures is that the person dis-
covers he can be gay: -that is, really be himself
only at certain times and in certain places. And
those times and places are—in your owit case-
when you are in gay bars and clubs. This means
a total split in your life, a changc of persons. And
the concentration on being gay only at certain
times has an effect which is particularly relevant
to your situation. If vou cannot be gay at home,
at work or with het {iiends-—then it means that
you can only be gay during your /eisure time.
Thus, leisure, instead of being relaxation, pleasure
and a change, alters its basic nature and actually
becomes highly ritualized and structured- a form
of work in fact. Most homosexuals never realise
this significant point--they say they feel relaxed
and ‘themselves’ in a gay bar, but fail to realise
that it is only in this context that their real
emoltions are allowed full play. They have to work
at being attractive, at being sociable in a special
wdy, al making themselves interesting to some-
one else in order to release their emotional (as
much as sexual) needs. All this in a short space
of time and in a particular place, none of which
is really conducive to relaxation. Much in your
letter suggests you are becoming very aware of
the effccts of this very restricted and distorted
life-style. For this is why you talk about 'bar-to-
bar sex’ and ‘transitory friendships’. How can a
friendship be anything clse if it is only aliowed
to flourish in a bar or in bed? All of this too
creates suspicion and tension between members ot
the gay community which accounts for a certain
extent for your own hot/cold attitude to your
sexual partners. Making friends, falling in love,
having sex and being totally yourself are part and

pascel of the whole texture of life, and arc not

DIl DB oies sl blicgeli boad ot

to be confined to an hour or two of thrce or four
evenings a week. An increasing number of gays
are managing to break out of this distorting
pattern, largely through the work done by various
gay organisations. But if a pcrson is unable
radically to alter their life-style, then it really
does help to be able 10 see what 15 causing the
oppression; it is a start. Read Dennis Altman’s
Homosexual: Oppression & Liberation; the
Pomegranate Press pamphlet With Downcast Gays;
Carl Wittman's Gay Liberation Manifesto and the
one produced by London GLF. Read them
thoughtfully and critically and see¢ how they
relate to you. You will find the basic, inescapable
message in all gay literature is*to come out. This
means, first and foremost, having an honest
confrontation with yourself, and realising just
what sort of person being gay makes you, dis-
covering how knowledge of this restricts you in
all sorts of ways. Eventually you will begin to

see how foolish it is to be uptight about being
gay, and find it possible to let friends and work-
mates know. It isn't something to be done over-
night, it isn't something to be done without
preparation. Your urge to run away is under-
standable, but unless you see the real roots of
your unhappiness then indeed you will be
exchanging one bad scene for another.

Size problem

Having been a guy for some twenty years | find it
awkward to remove any of my clothes to go
swimming with Irlends or to go out with women
which | should do. | never go out of my bedsitter,
only to sign the dole or go shopping. When | look
at 10 to 15 year old youths und think what I've
got it makes me feel | should do something about
it. | saw my doclor years ago 1o have g sex-change
ond he told me that to cut off the penis is a
mustake, 30 | lelt fecling worse than ever. My
size is 3 inches by 1% inches and the testicles are
s big as marbles. | suw a boy In the ssvimming
baths und he was only 14 and he had the biggest
penlis and testictes |'ve ever seen for a boy his
age. A few weeks ago | made a date with a girl
ond as we gol Into bed she held me and sald: *'Is
that all you've got?*’ She dressed and left me.
1 was upset and thought, well, that’s that, no
more sex and ever since I've done the other by
taking men to my place. Can you give me any
odvice on how to overcome my problem as I'm
very shy at going to see my doctor for advice
about my sex organ which by standards should
be much longer and bigger at my age of 44.

RSW. Warrington, Lancs
The first thing to say is that there is a0 known
method of increasing the size of the genitals;
many people have iricd many different sorts of
techniques without any sort of success. Don’t be
tempted to spend money on things you might see
advertised to enlarge the penis, as they don’'t work.
Secondly, all scientific research made into sex
over recent years states, quite definitely, that
the size of the penis has nothing to do with the
giving or receiving of sexual satisfaction and
pleasure with a man or a woman. Your experience
with the girl who laughed at you was very bad
and would upset anyone. Some people can be
very cruel and insensitive and we only hope you
realise that everyone isn't like that. Perhaps the
only way you can get rsassurance is to have sex
with someone who wants to go to bed with you,
not your genitals. You say you have been bringing
men home and you do not suggest that they
laugh at you, 50 obviously there isn’t much
wrong with you. As far as swimming goes, surely
you don’t have to let your friends see your
genitals when you are changing, and you could
buy those swim trunks that are like boxer shorts;
they hide the bulge of the genitals rather than
display it. Some teenage boys do indced have
well-developed genitals, but everyonc is different
and quite a iot have a2 more average development
which tends to be smaller. Finally, it would seem
a useful thing if you tried to get out among other
gay people more, in situations where sex isn't
the most important thing. Talking to others will
help you get your own ideas sorted out, and you
will stand a better chance of meeting pcople who
like you.

Leaving home

! am male, 27 years old, gay, living with my
parents. Therc are no gay places in town and you
can only meet people in public toilets, something
which doesn‘t appeal to me. | only have one good
friend in town but we don’t have sex. | can’t
afford a car so | can't get to the nearest city,
50 miles away. | manuge a butcher’s shop, but
this bores me terribly. The problem is- would
you put up with this kind of futile existence?
I've had no proper sex since lust summer; I'm
also having treatment for nerves from the doctor.
Should | breuk away and make a fresh sturt,
although this scures me a bit, being ulone, etc.
But I've been offered a [latlet in Brighton at £3.50
a week. | believe Brighton is pretty gay, also there's
a good selection of work in my trade down there.
1'm also @ member of CHE but | can’t attend
meetings which arc held in Norwich 50 miles
away. | would like to tuke an active part in this.
Would you udvise me (o muke u break before |
become too old and probably end up with a
nervous breakdown?

TW. King's Lynn
You know the answer already. It is quite clear
that you must move away from King's Lynn
where the isolation and general frustration is
starting to make you feel ill. Therc arc 4 lot of
things in your favour. First, you have a trade you
can fall back on at any time, so there's always
the possibility of getting a job quickly. You are
young enough to start a new life for yourself
without too much uphgaval. Brighton is a lovely
town 4nd there is & wide gay scene there pubs
and clubs as well as an active CHE group. So you
need not be alone for long; just get in touch with
CHE when you arrive and you'll make immediate
contacts to help you scttle in. The cost of the
flatlet you've been offered is, by the way, very
reasonable. It may be an effort to move. Since
you live with your parents you've probably never
had to look after yoursclf. But so long as you
approach this business - buying food, cooking,
laundry etc as fun, you will find your new
indcpehdance very exciting and rewarding. But
do take the step you won't reyret it. Good Juck.
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Aches & Pains

Although gay people are less reticent today about
admitting their gayness to their own doctors, and
although it is to be hoped that doctors are a bit
more enlightened on the subject than they used to
be, it is still true that a lot of gays are reluctant to
discuss their particular problems with their local
GP. For this reason, and because gay problems
may be of general interest to our readers, we

have installed our own resident doctor. If you
have any medical problems which you think are
related to a gay life-style, please send them to
ACHES & PAINS, c/o Gay News, 62a Chiswick
High Road, London W4 1SY, and we will print
them and the doctor's reply. Please keep your
letters brief and to the point. The doctor has also
promised to answer some who do not want their
letters printed, if a stamped, addressed envelope

is enclosed. State CLEARLY if you do not want
your letter printed. Naturally, all correspondence
will be treated in the strictest confidence.

GN Oldies

Back copies of Gay News Nos 1-8, 10-11,
and 13-19 price 10p each, and Nos 20-24, 26,
28-32, 35-36. and 38-54 price 15p each are
available from Gay News Oldies, 62a Chis-
wick High Road, London W4 1SY. Orders
for 10 or more are post free, otherwise
please add 6'%p per copy for post and
packing. The current or forth-coming issues
are 16p plus 10p p&p.
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Merlin will be commencing a new astrological
series in GNS56.

CAY NIEWA

Gay News is published fortnightly by
Gay News Ltd, 62a Chiswick High Road,
London W4 1SY.
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The other side of
the couch

About six years ago, a woman in her mid-
fifties came to my office for psycho-
therapy. She had gotten divorced after
twenty years of marriage, and had married
a man with whom she was quarreling
continuously. She was a very high-strung
woman, who would find it hard to live
with anyone, and a new marriage was not
easy for her. She soon brought her husband
into the office with her, and the two had
furious battles in front of me, both mis-
interpreting the other’s comments. Each

of them had a few children of whom they
were proud, and their competition often
took the form of their contrasting their
childrens” accomplishments, to see who had
been the better parent.

| was able to make considerable head-
way, mainly by verbalizing to each the
other’s good intentions, and dealing mostly
with their communication, their mis-
interpretation of each other's motives.
However, | ran into trouble of an unexpected
form. The woman had a grown son, in
medical school, and though she praised me,
he opposed my work, saying | was a
crackpot.

What surprised me was that he could see
his mother's struggle to improve her life,
and could see that she liked me. He could
see that she was happier, that | had saved
what might be a last-ditch relationship for
her to a very gencrous and decent man. Yet
he had nothing but bad things to say about
me. He was at that time beginning his
psychiatric residence, and himself going for
psychiatric treatment five days a week. His
mother, by the way, was paying for that
treatment, much more than she was paying
me. | could not understand his compulsion
to denounce me at every opportunity. Yet
he persisted. It never occurred to me then
that he was against me because | had
written a few articles and made a speech for
gay rights. | certainly did not discuss my
position on that matter with his mother.

It was irrelevant.

Then some months later | got word that
her son had killed himself.

During the last year of his psychiatric
residency he had spent a few nights a week
away from home, from his wife and
children. He had told her that he needed
to live in town, to be near the hospital on
those nights. All the while he had been
tormented by a sexual longing for men.
His psychiatrist had assured him that
homosexuality was a disease, and that he
could never hope to become a psychiatrist
himself unless he was cured. He not only
agreed but was a strong proselytizer against
homosexuality. He had then finished his
residency without being converted. Pre-
sumably after hundreds of hours of torment,
he found himself with no sexual desire for
his wife, with an absolute loathing of her,
occasioned by his feeling that he was
letting her down and her reasonable
questions of him. It is not known whether
he ever actually had sex with a man, but
he felt tremendous desire in that direction.

On his last day of life, he had left his
psychiatrist’s office, feeling broken and
hopeless. The idea of embracing homo-

sexuality seemed utterly out of the question.

It will never be known exactly what went
through his head. But what he did is
known. After leaving the psychiatrist’s
office, he went to a large city nearby.
Seeing two policemen in uniform, he went
over to one of them and reached down

and touched his cock. As he surely
expected, he was instantly arrested. Doubt-
less there is no special category of crime
called “groping a policeman”, but in any
event, the crime is considered perhaps even
more scrious in the States than in Great
Britain. He was brought immediately into
court. When he told them he was a medical
doctor the judge and prosecutor were
astounded. They released him immediately
in his own custody. after he promised to
reappear the following Monday with a
lawyer to stand trial. Back to the rented
room he went, took a bottle of sleeping
pills, and ended his life.

His brother, whom | knew, told me he
called the psychiatrist who had been
treating the young man, and demanded the
whole story. After telling it in matter-of-
fact tones, the psychiatrist was ready to
hang up. He had said smugly that the
suicide victim was homosexual. “Well
what's so bad about that?" his brother
asked. “It is a perversion, you know," said
the psychiatrist. "Homosexuality some-
times runs this course.’

Afterwards I spoke to the young man's
mother, who was considering bnngmg a
law suit against the man who *‘treated™
her son. She was advised that she had no
grounds for a case. It is standard practice
to treat homosexuals, and it is even common
practice to treat homosexuals by arousing
guilt in the patient.

Who was at fault? Was it the smug
psychiatrist who treated the suicide victim,
and showed no remorse, or even a sense of
failure at the final result of his five years of
work? Or was it the young man himself?
Had he lived and become a psychiatrist
himself, he almost surely would have
marshalled guilt as a weapon against his
homosexual patients. He would doubtless

|
|
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In all the gav guides that proliferate I'm
surprised that none make mention of the
City of Quebec near Marble Arch—the
Elephant’s Graveyard as I'm told it is
affectionately known. As it’s virtually my
local I though I'd pop in there the other
night and was agreeably impressed. Well,
anyway, several parties plied me with booze
and what could be more agreeable or
impressive about a pub.

] L

Regret to hear of the sudden death of New
Zealand's Prime Minister, Norman Kirk,
but pray that his successor is a little more
attuned to the various exigencies of human
nature. Mr Kirk recently stated that he
would vote against any bill that treated
homosexuality as normal. “Frankly,” he is
quoted as saying, *‘I'm not convinced that
the present law is not reasonably meeting
the general need.™

Christ! Without wishing to disturb the
dead I can only assume that the man who
spoke those words was a eunuch or wore
blinkers. If you knew (as many readers well
may) the unhealthy sexual climate of that
otherwise enviable country  the hordes of
giddy, fatuous youths in the cities, wander-
ing without direction or purpose, stifled by
guilt from the cradle, rebelling against a
rigid conformity but finding no alternative
except as outcasts estranged from the rugby
syndrome, the sickness, the deplorable
wastage of potentially valuable citizens and
all because puritanical monsters are per-
mitted to pronounce on general needs.

I'd like to advocate a law which requires
political candidates to take a simple
intelligence test focussed on human under-
standing and, should they fail the test and
yet persist with their ambitions, they
should be made to carry a stick, painted

white for all the world to see.
[ ] ®

The Sexual Law Reform Society, be praised,

have the right idea. I have not yet read their
report published on September §, but fram
what can be gleaned from the press cover-
age | feel we owe them a debt of gratitude.
Timothy Beaumont, whose article *Sex
and the Single Mind’ in The Guardian the
following day, gives a behind-the-scenes
view in a brief, splendid piece of journalism.
The Chief problem, as he saw it, was to
“get a number of intelligent, independent-
minded people to agree about anything. An
instance is the very concept of an ‘age of
consent’. The report comes out in favour
of 14 whereas some of us were unable to

™

see any argument for not just abolishing

it completely.”™ If Mr Beaumont’s voice

indicates what we might expect from the

report itself I, for one, shall be immeasure-

ably pleased; it has that refreshing tone of

sound common-sense, as captivating as it

is rare. Let us fervently hope that at least

some political ears arg not mufﬂe.d against it.
L ]

One gratifying aspect of columnizing is
the letters one receives. When someone takes
the trouble to drop a line just to say “‘such
and such got through to me—ta!™ (or
conversely) | really melt. One such recently
arrived from a Catholic priest in Newcastle
commenting on a paragraph | did about
another priest I'd met. The Newcastle
cleric writes: **All too often we are classi-
fied as a group of unfeeling old celebates
who are out to spoil other people’s fun. 1
must admit that many priests are horrified
by the very idea of homosexuality — but
they are probably equally horrified by any
sexuality. However, to be a true celibate |
believe that it is for us to realise the great
and wonderful potential of human love, and
then giving that up, saying to God—'Your
creation is great, but you are the greatest
and I'm giving you what I value most’. |
am very sure there are many celibate homo-
sexuals, as well as hetero and bi-sexuals.
The difference is that by our life we are
trying to live more closely to Christ by
offering him our sexuality. Within the
bounds of confidentiality and discretion
there are priests who can offer spiritual
and human advice to people who find their
sexuality at odds with the practice of their
religion, and together with those people
try to work out this weird and wonderful
world in which we live.”

Solid stuff that!

[ ] [ ]

An ex-shipmate of mine, recently returned
from the West Coast of the US, tells me
that he spent a hectic eveningin LA, trying
to avoid a character intent on chatting him
up. The predator, it appears, was a burly
fellow with a maddish intensity in his eyes
and as he stalked the seaman from bar to
bar he always contrived to sit or stand near
him and whisper furtive overtures like ** Are
you into leather?’” or " Are you into chains?”
After several hours and a dozen bars the
burly fellow, cxasperated at being con-
tinually ignored asked, ““Well, what are you
into?"" and the seaman, tuming, hissed
belligerantly *‘Piss and knives!"*

Leo Madigan

[ 1 The Boys of Boise — John Gerass: 60p
A true story of 8 homosexual scandsl exploited
for political motives

[ 1 The Bull from the Sea — Mary Rensult
Mary Renault writes of the time when men
became heroes and heroes became gods, when
myths became history and history became myth.
[ 1 Fire from Heaven — Mary Renault 45p
Resolute, fearless, inheriting his mother's

striking beauty, the boy Alexander still needed
much to make him The Greast. At twenty, when
his reign began, he wes alresdy a seasoned soldier
and a complex, psssionate men. This is the story
of the years that shaped him.

35p

GAY NEWS MAIL ORDER _]

[ | The Radical Therapist

The section specifically sbout gays is an

important contribution to thinking, and the
collection of essays as a whole is full of insights.

[ | Homosexuality — DJ West 50p
Already regarded s the classic exposition of
problems of homosexuality, this book, in this
second edition, contains large additions and
revisions, particularly on the subject of lesbisnism.

It can now claim to be the most exhaustive and
suthoritative account of its difficult subject in

print.
{ | The Queens Vernacular £1.50

Hilsrious dictionary of gay slang.

Please tick the items you wish. All orders of £2 and over post free. Orders under £2, pleass add 5p

per item for post & package.

. % | enclose cheque/postal ordervalue . . . . . .. . made payable to Gey News (GN) Ltd.
The young man married, had two have done very much what his own
children, and finally finished his psychiatric | psychiatrist did to him. Of course there is P R e AN ooy - - B - ks oo f S e 35 T -l g R
residency. He continued denouncing me, no answer to whose fault it was. Tragedies ADeRAEsS, . N T R SR o, A i e e T e

and was so persuasive'with his mother that
she felt great conflict about me. She and
her husband both liked me and were getting
along well at the time, and my treatment

of them tapered off, finally ended.

Six months later they called me and
invited me out to dinner, during which
they told me how much they liked me, and
added that they had gone to a psychiatrist
of her son's choosing. | was surprised, but
encouraged her to do so if she pleased. |
assured her that | was not hurt by the
transfer, that 1 was rooting for her. She
told me that it was at her son's insistence,
that he had strong feelings against me. By
that time | had published Society and the
Healthy Homosexual, and she told me her
son had read the book and called it
“irresponsible.”

need not always have individual scapegoats.

One obvious conclusion is that education
about homosexuality is needed and fast.
But it should also be remembered that
“sinners” have committed suicide, one way
or another, for one reason or another, in
every generation. As important as the
particular issue of homosexuality is, so is
the general message that all conventions,
rules and premises of society were created
and perpetuated by individuals. It is a
dream that a society will ever be perfectly
humane. Let us teach, along with the truth
about homosexuality, the more general
message that as individuals each of us must
evaluate all rules and premises, keeping in
mind that they are only human and
therefore fallible.

Dr George Weinberg
e —
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.............
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I Robert Liddell (Duckworth, £4.95)
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Book Reviews

Materlals towards the life

ritical Biograph
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K R Portion of a dialogue between Dr Richard
Green, psychiatrist, and the mother of an
: =ffeminate boy he's “‘treating’’
2 o Mother: How's he seem?
t | think he's doing great. One of the
( things | had him do today was draw a
t - picture. Do you remember who he drew the
first time he ever did that?
Wother: Oh, probably some shape.
Dr: No, he drew a person the first time. He
( p drew Mary Poppins about three years ago.
- And today he drew Frankenstein.
F
~N
u P u ‘l am not a homosexual!”’
A, | p-
< t
f of ( e " P ( ) ph
" 5 ) \ t M mal
‘ M-F TS t )
[ ] DRI A D nat
mat at |
T t [N ol n
b | Most t are u d ed the
- Elelonilzgn I the operation, because during
g the doctors realise—and help the
uden at bnoth transsexual realise—that the real motivation is not
merely to become the woman who is “the real
me," bul to become a woman so that one can
COLLECTED LONGER POEMS ‘. love a man without feeling guilty about being
WH Auden [Faber & Faber, £1.50) | Car V € T homoscxual. One M-F TS ¢ | want to be a
(hote witly 4 t rto Lord Byron®™; “For woman because | want a man. | don‘t want to
Ul g g QA ty of 3 U me Being”, 2 comple> us piece be a woman because | just want to sit around and
gpenIeE ¢ of WH Auden’s longer paradoxica mbining inte ught wilh Ive tea and put on a dress.” A female who wi
poems. This edition contains not only his master- sensuous in r v The 10 bec a 1 order to live openly with her
- & Sea and the M W N Snake grifriend s. 'We are sort of waiting {before
- spe Ten w >N on ng together| to see if anything can be done
& ’ Galiban to the A for myself so that we can go out into society
A 1y t these work legall 1'd like to be able to raise my two
g ns 4,prok g dren with our heads up, be accepted in
-~ No y!/ W tted in society
- = thy name!” Aud ts the murders and But the relationship between transsexuality
v ——===x| delincates the subtier {  of anguish, without and anti-homosexuality should not Be over-
particularly charting a way out of the labyrinth, simplified. The anti-humosexual attitudes may be
For me, Auden is often too didactic, too dary, or acquired because of our culture,
\ intellectual, too abstract, but this opportunity fo the primary motivation to change sex may
7 us 1o listen to him discou terally at length is be quite genuine. At bottom the transsexual like
an excellent device for enabling us to share his the homosexual is demanding the right to be
i/ | vision. Auden deliberately avoided the personal themselves. People in the gay movement may find
n [ n favour of the un-verul,'and in my judgement it difficult to get along with transsexuals who
. 1 ost much thereby, including overt references to basically support the heterosexist status quo, but
/ L Ay experience, yel a gay sensibility to tt nevertheless we can support their legal claim for
cealing mask echoes throughout. change upon demand. The right to the self
Rictor Norton | determination of the use of one’s body is a basic

most

ious pry ind it w | feel, be relevant.
ward nt f the
W f rivat
w Were C 1
I re ] tw N But W
1t al
. fu | t What
173 ) the
] [}
Meanwl Mor »ook (unchanged
i appeared in 1969) brings us very clos O C %
the Coward dynamic; the aml| the wit, tl v as dug deeply, caretully and
of timing, the ruth w( the gai an( d rese 5 an engaging read and an
anticise 14 14 wu g n ¢ rtr
L wheel and seen Roger Baker
THE LURE OF THE LIMERICK there are quite a few non-erotic s that are
clever and good-natured. The volume is beau

g car that man

/i

the dilemma

Rl\.‘lal’d Green ‘DULU\WUr'h £6.50)

2 1

The right tobe effeminate

P

Ou ]

| § W " L]
what causes
All e {
H
M
F e to
t octor: *'1 de know 1 id
xuality. | even hate the v A
p n who inte y hates a mere word is a sick
person an the one who needs the treatment.
Green's "'sreatment” of the boys of such
1ts takes t tandard formula: reward
‘boy behaviour and pun [ h
haviour by “threatening their loss of autonor
All fathers and sons are urged to join Indian Guides I
{a Scout group). The therapy is blatant but

femme stereotyping: “In all verbal reinforce
ments of behavior, masculine nouns were pro-
minently used: “That's a good boy; Come on
guys; You're getting taller; you're going to be a
big man when you grow up;’ and so on"’—and on.

In the real world these boys are teased,
ostracised and bullied: so likewise in the therapy
clinic. Green fundamentally contributes to
continued social oppression. One progressive
married couple buy the poster with Thoreau'’s
words about hearing the music of a different
drummer, and they tell Green that they want to
let their effeminate son ‘‘march to his own music.
Green reglies: “It’s a memorable quotdtion. The
problem is that in the real world there are
certain rhythms you can march to and get by
with, and others happen to give you a lot of
problems.” He is almost fanatic about main-
taining the status quo and ensuring that Thoreau's
words remain merely ""'memorable

Green’s argument for behaviour modification
is cogent and simple: ""These children hurt.” My

argument for social change is equally cogent and
simple Prriudice hurls these children.”” We don't
need a revolutio rhetoric to realise that

behind Green's compassion fc Jman mis

the a profound vdness . w

2t miser

ping to perpetuate t Y
Rictor Norton l

\ TALENT TO AMUSE
(Penguin, 80p)
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"~ The Coward dqnamlc

Sheridan Morley

wdy that often
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William S Baring-Gould (Hart-Davis, £3.95)

Most of the limericks in this collection are het
and most of the tt gay ones are quite
anti-gay (eg A pansy who lived in Khartoum
It es immediately »s that the limerick
rm is more sexist than 1 hate to be such a
gaylib prude -and | shame-facedly admit to
g over many of the limericks herein—but

forces bigotry
freedom. But

constructed, with an amusingly comprehensive
commentary, and all the **best ones’ eve
categor cluding

From the depths of the crypt at St Giles

Came a screa at resounded for miles.
Said the v , “Gc¢ iCious
Has Father Ignatius

Forgetten the Bishop has pile

Rictor Norton

Send a 75p Postal Order for the latest All-Picture 1ssue to
BDM PUBLICATIONS
P.0.B0X 804, LONDON W4

And wr Iso send you our Mail Order leaflet

ALL GAY WOMEN SHOULD READ

REGULAR MONTHLY MAGAZINE
(40p including post)

BCM/PETREL,
LONDON WC1V 6XX

TRANSATLANTIC
REVIEW

ISSUE 49
Interviews with John Rechy (author of Cit
Night, Numbers, This Day’s Death etc) and Herbert
Gold. Short Stories & Poctry. 25p for one copy, or
85Sp for a subscription for four issues. From:
33 Ennismore Gardens
London SW7

Gay. News Nurober 55



Mustration: Courtesy Mary Evans Picture Library

Gay History

Page 9

e.s‘ @{ Cfcﬁvarc[ _

Consider the fate of a man born gay in the
14th century and then make him a king.
You may say that being a king he can do
very much what he likes: you may say
that with the power of the Church as it
then was, he had better take care. In fact,
as history constantly shows, every personal
situation has its share, fair or unfair, of
moments delightful and moments sad. But
few kings have had to suffer more for just
being themselves than Edward I1.

Born on the 25th April, 1284, he was
the eldest son of Edward I and the first
English Prince of Wales. As a young man
he was very handsome, with blonde curly
hair and a fair complexion. From an early
age, however, he was overshadowed by a
strong and energetic father, and his mother
died when he was only six. Soon after this
he was taken away from his sisters and
left in the care of a tutor until he was 19,
tlis fondness for rustic pursuits and his
pleasure in gardening stem from his long
stays in the countryside at Kings Langley
in Hertfordshire. Such hobbies may seem
quite unremarkable to us, but to the
belligerent, and not very chivalrous,
aristocracy of the time they were
deplorable and served to cut Edward off
from them socially.

Edward's lifelong friendship with a
French commoner named Piers Gaveston
was well established by 1300 when Piers
had secured a permanent position in
Edward's household. Born the son of a
Gascon knight who had earned the favour
of Edward ] for his valour in battle, Piers
had been brought up in the Royal house-
hold as a foster-brother and playmate of
the young Prince Edward, and very soon
had gained a complete ascendancy over
him. The chronicler Baker of Swynebroke
describes Piers as an active person,
extremely graceful and polite in manners
as well as skilled in the joust. **There is
no authority for regarding Gaveston as an
intentionally mischevous or exceptionally
viscious man." Be that as it may, by sheer
strength of will he gained over Edward a
hold that he subsequently used to his own
advantage. Although accomplished and
strong, on the accession of his friend to
the throne he became outspokenly
ostentatious and disparaging in his
comments about other people. “The
indignation with which his promotion was
received was not caused by any dread that
he would endanger the constitution, but
simply by his extraordinary rise and his
offensive personal behaviour.™

He displayed to every great Lord

uninhibited scorn, but there were other

asovg besidrs hi¢'rudeness that caused )

him to be loathed. The old king had
exiled him in 1297 and again in 1307 not
only on the grounds of his bad manners,
but because of his *‘undue intimacy" with
the Prince Edward. As soon as their
relationship became known it was
universally condemned. All the chroniclers
agree that the “inordinate affection™ that
Edward had for Piers was not to be
approved of. It is said that Edward often
called Piers “*brother’’ - and in public.

It was probably the barons' condem-
nation of this “‘unnatural” love between
him and Edward that made Piers so bitter.
Added to this was the pride of a com-
moner who had “made good.” He cer-
tainly thought that he knew what was best
for Edward, as Christopher Marlowe notes
in his Elizabethan play Edward /i:

My men, like satyrs grazing on the lawns,
Shall with tneir goat-feet dance an antic hay.
Sometime a lovely boy in Dian's shape,

With hair that gilds the water as it glides,
Crowne!s of pearl about his naked arms,
And in his sportful hands an olive-tree.

To hide those parts which men delight to see.

At the commencement of his reign in
July 1307, Edward’s first act was to recall
his lover Gaveston from exile. Marlowe
captures admirably the moment when Piers
receives Edward’s letter telling him of his
father's demise and that all is now ready
for him to return:

“My father is deceased. Come, Gaveston,

And share the kingdom with thy dearest
friend.”’

Ah, words that make me surfeit with
delight!

What greater bliss can hap to Gaveston

Than live and be the favourite of a king?

Sweet prince, [ come; these, these thy
amorous lines

Might have enforced me to have swum
from France

And, like Leander, gasped upon the sand,

So thou wouldst smile and take me in
thy arms.

The reference to Leander is from the

famous love story of Hero and Leander,

also retold by Marlowe. Marlowe has

suitable words for Edward’s reunion with

Piers:

What, Gaveston! welcome!
hand,

Embrace me. Gaveston, as | do thee

Why shouldst thou kneel? knowest thou
not who I am’ :

Thy friend, thyself, another Gaveston

Not Hylas was more mourned of Hercules,

Than thou hast been of me since thy exile.

Again s reference to Greek mythology and

how Hercules fell in love with the beauti-

ful boy Hylas who was then captured by

Kiss not my

-+ underwaild spirits and peyer seen again. s

On hie recall Piers was promptly
awarded the Earldom of Cornwall and the
pair spent Christmas together, after which
Edward went to France to collect his 12
year old bride Isabella. The marriage had
been arranged by his father. Edward
departed leaving Piers Guardian of the
Realm, and events at the subsequent
marriage ceremony provoked the comment
amongst the bride's followers on their
return to France that Edward loved Piers
more than his wife.

In fact Piers rapidly became intolerable
to the English aristocracy. He was cleverer,
wittier and more sophisticated than they,
who were by comparison almost stolid, and,
worst of all, he beat them at the joust.
Finding that they could not get the better
of him anywhere, they found themselves,
to their disgust, becoming jealous of him.
This was made all the more shameful since
he was of common and they of noble stock.
The fact that the king, when in Piers’
company, never spoke to anyone else, was
not only humiliating to them: it degraded
them and their ancestors.

Eventually Gaveston was banished at the
Parliament of 1308. Immediately this had
been done, Edward began pulling strings
for his friend every where. Castles and
manors to the value of 3,000 marks a year
were granted to him. Edward accompanied
Piers to Bristol from where he departed in
state to Ireland, of which he was now Lord
Lieutenant. Piers was in Ireland a year, but
all the while Edward was planning his
return. He persuaded the Pope to annul the
excommunication order on Piers and, at
the cost of a significant reduction in Royal
power, managed to have Piers sitting next
to him when Parliament met in 1309.

Such bliss was not destined to last,
however. The return of Piers meant the
return of all his abuse. Now, in addition to
all his usual sarcasm, Piers developed his
use of nick-names for the nobles. 'Burst-
Belly' was the enormous Earl of Lincoln—
one of Edward’s most loyal servants. There
is no doubt that both Edward and Piers
were amused by these names, but it was
not by condoning such childish frivolities
that kings kept their crowns.

The reaction was inevitable: Summons
to the next Parliament were rejected
“*because of Peter” and the opposition,
for the first time, became violent and
orders had to be issued to prevent the
gatherings of armed men. In the end, Edward
had to agree once more to Piers' exile.
They stayed together until the controversial
Gascon sailed from Dover in November

Nevertheless, Piers, in what can only be
interpreted as a final demonstration of his
love for Edward, appeared again in the

King Edward Il sports with his Gascon lover Piers Gaveston, while Queen lsabella and lhe Barons of the l:ngluh Court look on wnh disapproval.
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Edward was forced to issue a warrant for his
arrest, but this proved unnecessary since
the fugitive arrived at Windsor Castle and
the couple spent Christmas together. As
the pair gradually moved north, Edward
manipulated one law after another, but
found that this time it was not so easy. The
barons were literally after Piers’ blood and
there was little that either could do about
it. The country gradually slipped into a
state of Civil War.

While Edward and Piers stayed in the
north, the nobles took control of the south
and the Archbishop of Canterbury again
excommunicated Piers. Narrowly escaping
capture at Newcastle, they fled to Tyne-
mouth. Piers took refuge in Scarborough
Castle while Edward went on to York for
help. Besieged in his castle, Piers negotiated
a surrender and was taken away under
escort. However, the Earl of Warwick, who
was not present at the surrender, over-
powered the escort and beheaded Piers on
Blacklow Hill, Near Warwick, on the 19th
June, 1312, in the presence of Thomas of
Lancaster and the Earl of Hereford. He
was buried in Oxford at the home of the
Dominican Friars, but later Edward had
him moved to Kings Langley where he was
re-buried in some state on the 2nd January
1315.

Piers died for his indiscretions. “The
Black Hound of Arden’, as he had always
called Warwick, had eventually bitten him.

Thomas of Lancaster, Piers' ‘Churl’, had
watched the execution exultantly. Piers
had imagined that with the support of the
king he could get away with anything. He
had failed to realise that through his own
mistakes he had undermined the very
obedience of those who were meant to
protect him.

The murder drove Edward into fits of
melancholy. He spent weeks digging and is
said to have taken part.in the digging of a
new ditch round Clarendon Park. With the
acath of hers, the nobles expected Edward

| &
F

to become “‘normal” and renewed demands- |

arose for the resumption of the Scottish
campaign. In fact, ever since the death of
his father, people had expected Edward to
at Jeast try to force into submission the
self-styled Scottish King, Robert Bruce. In

]

the end Edward gave way and thus developed

the campaign that led to Bannockburn and
an overwhelming victory for the Scots.
Edward's reputation reached an all-time
low. Thomas ot Lancaster, who had wisely
absented himself from the campaign, took
total control of the country.

Edward entered into a sort of limbo wnth
his wife, Isabella. Almost certainly bisexual,

Continued on page 10
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The Tragic Love™* o f hdward 11
continued from page 9

Pirn Gaveston is lead to thr kart ot Warwick
lor execution.

it took lum 6 yean to find another man
who excited him as much as the dynamic
Piers. Eventually, and four children later,
Edward’s gaze lighted upon the young Hugh
le Despenscr. Hugh’s father, also named
Hugh, had been a servant of Edward’s for
many years and was one of Edward’s chief
ministers. The younger Hugh had*been
knighted with Edward at Easter in 1306. In
1309 he had married Elanor, daughter of
the Earl of Gloucester. It is clear that during
the early years of the reign the younger
Hugh allied himself with the barons against
Edward, probably out of petulance to his
father and to show to everyone that he
could succeed without a helping hand. In
1313 he was made Chamberlain in place of
the now dead Piers because the barons knew

Why would anyone WANT to be
enslaved? What makes a man

Gay History

that Edward hated him. but later the
younger Hugh came to replace Piers in
Edward’s affections. The story aptly shows
how unwisely Edward chose his friends.
Although it 1s true that all came no love
him, they were nevertheless at the same
time out to feather they own nests.

Both the Despenscrs were banished. The
elder Hugh lived quietly abroad, but the
younger amused himself by becoming a
pirate in the channel and is said to have
sent the spoils to Edward as a present.
Edward assembled an army and, in defiance
of the nobles, invited the Dcspensers to
return. This they did and joined Edward
as he chased Lancaster northwards. Caught
crossing the Ure, Lancaster was taken by
surprise and thoroughly defeated at Borough
bridge. He was beheaded at Pontefract along
with many of his supporters.

All now seemed secure. Edward was
restored to full powers and the Despcn-
sers became once again the chief ministers.
However, the country was seething with
discontent. It was only a matter of time
before fresh and more dangerous trouble
flared up. Lancaster had been prepared to
depose Edward: so were many others. A
catalyst was needed, and Isabella availed
herself of this service.

Surprisingly very little is heard of her
earlier in the reign. Unhappy with Edward
from the start, she wrote home to her
father that she was the “most wretched
woman in the world.”” At every turn she
opposed Edward’s friends and from the
beginning it is clear that the enemy of them
both was their marriage. She was, however,
well provided for and nothing can justify
her later behaviour which well-earned her
the title of "The She-Wolf of France’, a
name given to her by a horrified population.

The first of her four children, the young
Prince Edward, was bom after the death of
Piers and the couple seemed to be re-
united. But with the advent of the younger
Hugh came the final rift. Isabella decided to
leave the country and seek the help of her
brother, Charles IV of France. On the
pretext of a mission for her husband she
arrived in Paris and successfully negotiated
more lands for England. She then requested
that Edward come over and do homage for
them. Instead, and to his lasting regret,
Edward sent over the young Prince Edward.
Now in possession of the heir to the throne,
Isabella played her hand skillfully. She
would only return if the younger Hugh were
exiled. Her demand illustrates that her
grievances were personal and stemmed from
her unhappy marriage rather than from

juring the humiliation he de

WISH to be humiliated? Why
tftlould anyone ENJOY being ser
vile.

Many readers will hwre entertain-
ed some degree of curiosity
about this entire subject. and
FOLLOW-UP is now looking in-
to this aspect of sexual behavior,
and is in the process of prepar-
ing an informative article in an
attempt to fathom the psycho-
logy involved.

We have all heard of "Body
Slaves" and "Personal" Valets,
and we see many discreet adver
tisements in the sex magazines
from "Slaves" who are seeking
"Masters " Most people find the
idea strange and peculiar, and.
whilst it is probably completely
repugnant to the majority, one
wonders how this slave-wish
originates, and why any human
being should feel a need to be
servile to another.

Our sexual make-up is com-
plex, of course, and in most
sexual partnerships and relation-
tfiips, it is quite usual to find
that one partner is more domi
nent and protective than the oth
er. In any case, it is rare to find
two lovers whose love for each
other is equally strong and per-
manent. and who need each oth-
er equally. There is usually a
greater degree of need, or feel-
ing of insecurity or even jealou
sy on one side of any relation-
ship. with one partner being
more “Anxious" than another.
Quite frequently this manifests
itself in the anxiety of one part-
ner. to please It is possible that
this situation is exaggerated m
the case of the "Slave", but peo
pie who are so insecure, are us-
ually sensitive to the criticism of
their partners, whilst many
“Slaves" are more than prepared
to accept humiliation. Is it then,
an enormous guilt complex
which demands punishment?
Few people would find it diffi-
cult to despise servility, and one
would imagine that the “Slave"
would find no difficulty in in-
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sires. Whether they would under
take this as a permanent role, is
another matter, however. Is this
the problem that the “Slave”
*has?

Is it a serious situation? Is it
harmless? Is it sad, and should
the "Slave" seek psychiatric
help? Are there many such peo
pie. or simply a few isolated ca-
ses? FOLLOW-UP would be in-
terested to know. We hope that
readers, who may have special
information on this subject, will
write to us in confidence, and
assist our research. All informa-
tion and interviews will be taken
into account, and will be sum-
marised m the course of future
issues of the magazine. Naturally
we respect the confidence of all
our correspondents, and names
or addresses are never revealed.
FOLLOW-UP plans to examine
many aspects of homosexual be-
haviour. for the interest and
knowledge of readers, and we
thank the many people who
write in to offer advice and as-
sistance and. especially, those
who have been kind enough to
give us interviews in connection

with their specialised interests. m&

Try acurrent issue-

Follow-Up
magazine

200d
Railton
Road
Herne Hill
LONDON
SE24

political calculations.

In the meantime, and with no response
from her husband, Isabella passed the time
in an affair with Roger Mortimer, a bitter
enemy of Edward’s, and eventually declared
that her marriage was dissolved. She soon
left France and, with the connivance of the
Dutch, landed at Orwell in Suffolk. The
small army marched to Dunstable, growing
in number all the time and meeting no
opposition. The fact was that the entire
country was against Edward and as Isabella
approached London he found it impossible
to raise an army. He was forced to leave
London accompanied by the two Dcspen-
sers and the very few nobles still loyal to
him. The Queen and Mortimer pressed west
and captured the elder Hugh at Bristol,
the town freely surrendering to him. His
head was sent to Winchester.

Edward tried to escape to Lundy Island
but having failed sought refuge in Neath
Abbey where, on the 16th November 1326,
he was captured, along with all his friends.
Marlowe points the finger at Mortimer,
but by this time the Queen was also deeply
involved.

The younger Hugh was taken to Hereford,
where the Queen was staying, and executed
there as a traitor. Hugh is said to have acted
with great control and to have asked the
forgiveness of the bystanders what for we
don’t know, since it should really have been
the other way round. His head was raised on
a pike above London Bridge and his
quarters were sent to four other towns. The
Prince Edward was proclaimed Keeper of
the Realm.

Isabella and Mortimer returned to Lon-
don where a Parliament declared Edward 1I
to be deposed and announced the Prince
Edward as Edward III. A massive body of
knights read the sentence to Edward at
Kennilworth Castle, where he was being
held prisoner. The spokesman was William

'the Last Kiss* I dward is parted from Hugh ie
Despenser at Heath Abbey. Neither was to see the
other alive oqain.

Tunnel, who had pronounced the sentence
of death upon the younger Hugh. Defeated
by threats, shaking, half-fainting and
dressed entirely in black, Edward was told
that if he refused to abdicate then his son
would be in danger (which was, of course,
a lie), but that if he consented then his
line would continue. Edward said that he
was grieved to hear that his subjects were
so exasperated with him, but that he
would bow to their will if his son were
accepted.

In April 1327, Edward was moved to
Berkeley Castle. Two attempts were made
to rescue him. On the first he actually
escaped but was soon recaptured. He was
constantly denied sufficient food, pre-
vented from sleeping and was crowned with
hay and shaved by the roadside with
ditchwatcr. He was kept in a room made
pestilential by the stench of rotting bodies-

all in the hope that he would die. Marlowe*”

describes Edward’s state of mind:

L . in mire and puddle have | stood

These ten days *space: and. lest | should
sleep.

One plays continually upon a drum.

They give me bread and water, being a king.

So that, for want of'sleep and sustenance.

My mind's distempered, and my body's
numbd.

And whether I have limbs or no I know not.

O, would my blood dropp d out from
every vein.

As doth this water from my tattered robes.

When news of a second plot to free
Edward reached Mortimer, he wrote
secretly to Edward's jailors that the King’s
death might prove opportune. The date
given out by the authorities for his death
was the 22nd September, 1327. The method
chosen by the killers was no doubt
influenced by his reputation as well as by
the wish to conceal any wounds. The
chronicler Ranulf Higden says that he was

sleyne with a hoote brooche putte thro
the secret place posteriale.”” Holinshed’s
account is more detailed: “They came
suddenly one night into the chamber where
he lay in bed fast asleep, and with heavy
feather beds (or a table as some write)
being cast upon him, they kept him down,
and withall put into his fundament an horn,
and through the same they thrust up into
his body a hot spit (or as others have it
through the pipe of a trumpet, a Plumbers’
instrument of iron made very hot), the
passing of which up into his intrales, and
being rolled to and fro, burnt the same, but
so as no appearance of any wounds or hurts
outwardly might be once perceived.”

There is little doubt that the tale of the
red-hot stake is true, and the same applies
to the stories of his shrieks of agony as the
crime was committed: “His crie did move
many within the castell and towne of
Berkeley to compassion, plainly hearing
him utter a wailefull noyse” (Holinshed).
Marlowe also gives him some fine last words:

lam too weak and feeble to resist:
Assist me sweet God. and receive my soul!

Edward's body was displayed to the
public so that all could see for themselves
how “peacefully” he had died. Isabella even
went so far as to call in the lady who
embalmed the body and enquire of her how
her husband (whom she had renounced)
died. This was just one feature of the
revolting masquerade acted out by the
Queen and her lover, Mortimer. They
dominated the new young King and later
had executed his uncle (the late Edward’s
brother) the Duke of Kent for making too
careful enquiries into how Edward had
died. Edward’s magnificent tomb at
Qoucester Cathedral and the elaborate
arrangements for his funeral (Isabella
walked behind the coffin dressed in black)
underline how a lust for power corrupted
the people who had been about Edward
during his years of rule.

His story is one long tragedy from
beginning to end and epitomises the eternal
struggle that people in similar positions,
be they Royal or common, have had and are
still having to face. He was the enemy of
nobody except himself, but, sadly, he
lacked the character of a king and invariably
failed to see the consequences of his often
petulant and immature behaviour. His
doting upon Piers often reached the height
of folly and served only to antagonise his
enemies. Deserted by his wife, betrayed by
his son and deprived of his few friends,
Edward 11 died having nothing at all left
to live for-a Royal martyr if not a saint.
hdward the Second, father to this King.

Whose tragic cry even now methinks I hear.
When graceless wretches murdered him

by night.

(Peele in "'The Honour of the Garter’)

Joseph Winter

5/13 CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM
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Travel Feature

A LETTER FROM INDIA

BOMBAY
Monday

o!
t starts the overland trip with India in
d as the final goal and towards the end
he trip, after all the travelling, one feels
fulfilling the goal and resting up a little.
we spend through Pakistan in two days.
! before crossing the Indo-Pak border, an
Pakistani told us of an old proverb:
1c way of Allah is wonderful: he alrcady
heaven, but also created India.” It is a
¢ felicitous proverb=if hell does sym-
ise incarceration and stagnation, then
ia to me represents a universe which is
| continual state of flux and change. Some
tors to India, who carry with them the
stern traits of logic, reason and ration-
m, find the chaos of millions of pcople
gars, hawkers, hustlers—hooting cars
I holy cows a frighteningly disintegrating
rericnce. Those who relax into it be
ne aware of an abundant energy and
liness. Others again come here expecting
ibleau of enlightcned gurus, meditating
cushions and sitar players on every
et corner. They become disillusioned.
m not saying that you won't find these
ngs, but often they will be revealed only
iidst scencs of extreme squallor and
iness. (I have had letters from people
ting me about hygicne and sanitation in
» East. | must ask these pecople to try
Iking without shoes on London pave-
:nts and to look beyond the facade of
on lights- to ponder first on the ecological
omination and dccay in Europe.)

Out of the intense revelations | have
:ntioncd and the juxtaposition of dia-
strically opposed cxtremes, one can only
nclude that nothing remains permanent.
ic night | was walking through the streets
Pondicherry, feeling totally dejected by
counters with a famous yoga institution,
mpletely desccrated by materialism and
wirgeois comfort. Then two little boys
me running out of the dark and showered
¢ with flowers. And that, to me, is India.
Over recent years India has become
nonymous with spiritual awarencss. And
hilst you will witness here a dire and
icrutiating poverty of material possessions
indecd of the basic essentials that we take
w granted—amongst many of the people,
»u cannot fail to realise the real and all-
wcompassing wisdom and devotion. As a
iy | find the Hindu religion both stimulat-
ig and flexible, particularly so after my
wounters with an old Tantric master in
ve Himalayas. (Tantra—‘the yoga of sex'—
arousing much interest in the West, but
is a highly csoteric school and my
npression is that much of the Tantric
wiaterial available in Britain has been
mitten either by novices or charlatans.)
raditional Hinduism (and 1'm afraid in
1dia you will find a definite dichotomy
etween the tradition and a wave towards
vodern ‘progress’, which also includes a
trong puritanical streak) is not polarised
etween Black (in our society amongst
ther things, gayness) to be repressed and
hunned, and White (hcteroscxuality), to
e arduously sought and pursued. In fact,
he Hindu canon of techniques comprises
verything from metaphysics, some of
hem directly applicable to modern scienti-
ic terms, to orgiastic magic; from the naked
adhu who sits meditating on the banks
»f the holy Ganges at Benares, having
ranscended all the trappings of 'maya’—
he world of illusions that we live and
selieve in, to the palmist who accosts one
n the busy Bombay streets. One such
»almist exclaimed, when he saw me
wpproaching: “Sir! | see from your forehead
you don't like ladies, you have intercourse
with gentlemen.” Grasping my hand he
proceeded to rake my past with an uncanny
acurateness—including dates when | had
finished my education and the names of -
two past lovers!

This versatility comes from its bisexual
orientation. Historically, it has assimilated
both goddess worship and paternalism.
This is something which, with rare excep-
tions among heretics, Christianity has never
managed to do, its goddess worship and
its basic nuclear heterosexual family (son,
father, mother) being rooted in a paternal
and largely prohibitive god. Its excursions
into sexual mysticism all start with an
expiatory rejection of the physical--the
goddess is a virgin and both heterosexual,

but particularly homosexual rclations are
acted out against a continual background
of abstinence and expiation. (I am aware,
of course, that recently pricsts and vicars
have promulgated liberal views on gayness,
but | am afraid that this rcmains cnsconsed
in the rather supercilious ‘liberal tolerance’,
aiming only to merge gays into the
oppressive heterosexual recalm and to
enforce on us exclusively heterosexual
artifacts, codes and rituals, like marriage
This | find both preposterous and dangerous.
1 also wouldn't want my scepticism of the
Christian Church to be confounded with
any criticism of Jesus. In a very interesting
book, The Secret Gospel, Prof Morton-
Smith propounds the thcory that jesus
was a leading member of an erotic cult,
closcly resembling Tantra. Prof Morton-
Smith illustrates with recently discovered
scripts, one of which describes a young
man, clad only in a sheet, visiting Jesus’
room in the early hours of the morning.
The professor’s interpretation that the
young man was being initiated into some
heteroscxual crotic ritual is not the only
one that can be drawn from the evidence.)

The teachings of my Tantric Master
never showed the Western intolerance: to
him the orgasm is of sole importance. It
is a tool to divine consciousness and com-
munication: “Let your orgasm explode
into the cosmos . . .” When we discussed
my gayness, he used Shiva -one of the
major anthropomorphic Hindu idols-as an
analogy. Shiva is a personalised represcenta-
tion of the sexual vitality of the universe
and is often represented as having a mass of
long, tangled, piled-up hair upon his head
and dancing inside a wheel of fire. He is
essentially a bisexual image. He has a
female companion, Devi, but before you
jump to any conclusion you must com-
prchend fully that Shiva and Devi are one,
two facets of a single personality. In many
sculptures you will see Shiva with an crect
prick pointing to his right side and with a
single female breast on his left side, which
symbolises our own makc-up, which con-
tains both feminine and masculine qualities.
He gave me Tantric exercises to make me
awarc of my arse, the arca which in men
represents their receptiveness or femininity,
just as the female vagina contains a clitoris.
The purpose of the exercises was to indulge
in and expand my gayness.

Shiva's symbol is a stylized erect phallus
(known as /ingam) which points upwards.
Stone replicas of the lingam are found in
many temples, where it is touched, kissed
or garlanded by the worshippers. It is
regarded as a sort of reservoir of spiritual
energy, from which the people, crops and
herds draw for their well-being. During the
August full moon there is an impressive
pilgrimage to Pahalgam in Kashmir, where
Shiva's lingam (a natural rock) shrinks and
erects from unseen water, according to
the waxing and waning of the moon.

For the Westerner, who equates religion
with sexual repression or even celibacy, a
visit to the erotic temples at Khajuraho
and Mathura and caves at Ajanta and
Ellora can be a thoroughly illuminating
experience. The inner and outer walls,
the pillars and roofs are adorned with gods,
people and, indeed, the occasional animal
(again animal and god are two segments of
our personalities), fucking in every con-
ceivable position and permutation—including
much female and male homosexuality.
Beautiful, joyful and ecstatic: nowhere in
the world—certainly in no other religion—
is there a comparable tribute to the natural
pleasures of sex.

At the Myatapola Temple in Nepal
enormous sex organs are stuck on the tiny
conventional Nepalese paintings, made
even more obvious by being painted red!
The representation of blissful beings at
play, grateful to be alive, must be com-
pared to the vicious-looking gargoyles on
some of our gothic cathedrals and the
general disapproval and suppression of
Western erotic art (eg by Gosse, who burned
the erotic paintings of Turner, which came
into his hands as trustee).

India is such an immense and diverse
country that it would be impossible for me
to even attempt to put it all in a nutshell.
it is not an obvious, overt gay country in
the way many of the Muslim countries are.
But then | feel it would be wrong for
anyone to embark on a holiday with sex

as the sole purpose. Even if one is given

The bisexual god Shiva, symbol of universal sexwal vitality. His many arms and cosmic daonce
represent the harmonious union of time and eternity, of motion end rest.

the opportunity to visit the Gay Utopia,
onc will take there one’s ingrained hang-ups
and conditionings. One finds, for instance,
those tourists who stand giggling in the
erotic temples and thosc who furtively
glance over their shoulders like naughty
schoolboys, before taking a quick photo-
graph! And disappointment is incvitable
if one has too many preconceived ideals
or desires. Rather go with an open mind
to explore, discover and enjoy. If the time
and situation are right and one feels relaxed,
sex will happen.

That said, | must point out that people
here are much less inhibited and that | have

on many occasions been approached by men.

Also that there seems to be a high con-
centration of gays in Madras (centre of
Indian music and dancing) and New Delhi.
Connaught Circus in New Delhi is a busy
market place for both Indians and Western
visitors, particularly at the India Coffee
House and the somewhat ritzy Omar
Khayam restaurant in the Nirula Hotel—
but, be warned, the latter is extremely
expensive.

Living at the hotel, inclusive of meals,
will cost you about £10 a day and the
restaurant charges 50 pence for a litre of
beer. And | should add that one can live
incredibly cheaply in India: 50 pence to
£1 a day can ensure a very comfortable
holiday, though this does mean living in
sparse, but clean Indian-style hotels and
eating local food. Demanding Western
luxuries and indulging in the voluptuous
life-style of the Maharajas, as can be found
in the Omar Khayam, will cost you much
more.

There also exists in India an intriguing
and mysterious caste, called something
like Hjardis. It has been very difficult for
me to find out much about these people,
though | have often seen them. They are
tall, strong and impressive-looking and
dress in saras, and they are, in fact, a group
of transvestites and hermaphrodites. They
make money by teasing and mock-seducing
well-dressed young men in the cities to
the point of embarrassing them so much
that they will give them money to go away!
I once witnessed them perform, here in
Bombay, a speatacular ritualistic dance,
complete with grotesque make-up, yards
of multi-coloured ribbons, flowers and

weird animal-like noises. [

The Indian Tourist Board at 81 Bond
Street, London W1 is very helpful and
they have an excellent range of brochures
'on the important tourist spots. The country
really has something to offer for almost
every taste, be it living in a Georgian
houseboat on the lakes of Kashmir or
skiing on the Himalays or drenching up
the sun in Goa.

| am extremely fond of Goa, the ex-
Portuguese colony and we plan to stay
only a few days in Bombay before taking
the boat (a beautiful experience in itself)
down to Goa. The place is a breathtaking
tropical paradise of palm-fringed golden
beaches, thatched-roofed villages set
amidst a tangle of paddy fields, lotuses,
hibiscus and frangipanni—not to mention
the friendly fishermen in their brief loin-
cloths and the numerous Americans and
Europeans (and on my last visit here | met
a considerable number of gays), who live
and frolic, freely and nakedly, on the
beaches. Winter is the best time to visit,
when the weather is lovely and warm. It
can get unbearably hot in the summer and
during July and August the dreaded mon-
soons play havoc. There are plenty of
hotels on the two main beaches, Calengute
and Colva. Prices range from- 25 pence to
£1 a day. Or you can rent a room or
bungalow, ranging from £S5 a month or
even build a hut with palm leaves on the
beach! Food from the local markets is
ample and cheap and the fishermen are
only too pleased to provide fresh fish and
lobsters in season. For a beautiful excursion,
ask them to take you along with them in
their venetian-style schooners on a moon-
light cruise. Take them a bottle of fen/,

a local speciality made from cashew fruit
and coconuts. It is extremely cheap and is
pure dynamite—it is called 'Indian Tequila.’

British subjects require no visa for India
and current cbarter flights cost £81 (single)
and £150 (return). Overland buses (ad-
vertised in Time Out: why doesn’t some-
onc organise a gay overland trip?) charge
from £49 onwards, depending on how
luxurious the bus is, from London to India.
If you make your own way by various
public transports it is much cheaper still.

Enjoy yourself and much love,

}
Derek James /
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Stage

Only 25 minutes from London
Pan Club

§2/54 Bute Street, Luton.
Tel: Luton 414344

Friday 27th September
Friday 4th October

Marc Fleming
Terri Gardener

f # s ErIRES 0 @ W e el

Friday 11th October - The return of
Alvic & Odcll’s **Ladics Night'’
Bc down the Pan for this night of laughs

# ¢ & ® 5 & & 8 * % % B 5 5

Friendliest out-ol-town gay scene!

CHE MUSIC GROUP
1974/°7S Season

AUTUMN PROGRAMME

Recitals at Leighton House
12, Holland Park Road, W14

Fridays at 8.00pm

25th October
PHILIP FOWKE
Piano works
by Chopin, Bach and Schumann
* ]

1st November
ALIS MUSICAE
An instrumental and vocal group
presenting works by Telemann, Rossini,
Handcl, Bach, Liszt, Chopin
and other composcrs.
t L
29th November
KENNETH BARCLAY, Piano
SARAH BARRINGTON, Oboc
GABRIELLE BYAM-GROUNDS, Flute

Works by Poulenc, Ibert and Telemann.
] ® L J

Admission 50p
including refreshments
L ] L]
Other cvents include Record Recitals
presented by group members
| in their homes.
] L ] ]
Ncw members welcome
Subscription £1.50 p.a.

For bullctin giving full dctails of cvents

and form for membership apply to the

Group Trcasurer, ¢c/o CHELIC, 22 Great
Windmill Street, London, W1,

A SEXUAL MUSICAL

LET MY
PEOPLE

Mondays, Tuesdays
& Thursdays at 8-30

Wednesdays, Fridays
& Saturdays.
70 & 915

REGENT THEATRE

OXFORD CIRCUS

_Phone:01 323 2707

o iRones Rumder 55

wilde re-tried

THE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE
The Oxford Playhouse, Oxford

The 1all of Wilde had the clements of Cireck
Iragedy: the conflicting characters ol Wilde,
Qucensberry and Douglas heralding disaster to
the accompaniment of a Chorus of sclf-rightcous
comment. But, as onc discovers at The Playhousc,
there is precious little ‘theatre’ in the trials alonc
despite quotalions from e Profundis, a leticr
and a tclegram. The cssential drama is confined to
the first act and the tatal cross examination. The
only climax  the specch on "The Love that dare
not speak its name’  calls tor Giclgud himself to
reproduce the sensation it made in ‘the prejudiced
wourtroom of 1895. We are lcft with somcthing
that stands between 4 documentary of a well-
ordered trial {in which the prisoncr is as guilty as
he would be today, lor Douglas was under 21
4and 4 kind of morality play with Wilde as The
M4n ol Sorrows and the two anonymous counscls
o Good Angel and Bad Angel.

As Good Angel Nigel Stocks bumbled on,
desperately refusing to be convineed of his
clicnt’s guilt; Bad Angcl Aubrcy Woods scts oul
for the kill as an act ol persunal vengeance. Tom
Baker, 33 Wilde, overcame two initial disadvantages:
an uncharactcristic costume and 4 resemblance 1o
Tom Joncs. His dominating pcrformance con:
vinces me that if | cver do happen to sce Tom
Jones | will be reminded of Tom Baker. He
audaciously milks the audicnce/jury for laughs
when Quecensberry is in the duck, and when he
is in it himsclf he crumples, his answers 2 world-
weary intcrior monologuc, prompicd rather than
pursucd by prosccuting Counsel.

The good ladics ol Witncy and Abingdon,
in Oxford for a matince, were unmoved by the
recital of twenty-five counts of gross indecency,
and |, who havc been moved to both fury and

(ncar Wilde belore the (all

tcars by newapaper accounts ot Wilde's passion,
confess mysclf untouched. The entertginment
{1 can call it no morc) was deviscd by Pcter Coc
with the impromptu assistance of the young man
impersonating Oliver playing Alfred Wood, who
should bc reminded that “sort of” is jargon cighty
ycars out of pcriod.

Peter Forster

A long

MERMAN — Recently at the London
Palladium

Throughout her long career, Ethel Mcrman's
appearances in this country have been limited to

a cabaret season at the Talk of the Town and
topping the bill at a2 Royal Variety Performance.
This then, was her long awaited debut at a London
theatre, and as she so aptly put it, “Well, | was &
bit late getting here but | finally made it.” In
writing of Ms Mcrman, one’s critical faculties

tend to fall by the way. If you enjoy the clarion
sound of her brassy voice, then she's your girl

Brussy vuiced [ thel Merinun

awaited debut

if not, read no further.

Opening with a clever piece of material titled
*Lady with a Song'", she (ollowed with the
prophetic “*Nothing Can Stop Mc Now"'. Next
camc 'Some Pcople” to remind us that ‘Gypsy’
was her creation, and give us a sample of what
we missed in nol having her repeat her role here.
There followed a long medley of many of the
songs she introduced, and the list is formidable.
Although renowned for her ‘belters’, | believe the
secret of her great artistry lies in the ballads she
presented. Watching and listening to her sing the
40-year-old Cole Porter song "I Get a Kick Out
of You', it suddenly took on a new lease of life,
thanks to her interpretation. Using a minimum
amount of hand movements, she at once became
an object lesson to all aspiring singers in how to
‘sell’ a song. Among her many offerings, Berlin
and Porter were well represented with her
renditions of **They Say That Falling in Love Is
Wonderful”, “Blow Gabriel Blow”, the peppy
“Alexander's Ragtime Band’, and the show
business national anthem “There's No Business
Like Show Business™. Tony Newley's ““What
Kind of Fool Am I'" and Gershwin’s ““Someone
To Watch Over Me™ were two highspots which
she labelled “songs | DIDNT get to introduce.”

I've been fortunate to have seen the first
night performances of most of the Palladium
greats when that theatre was in its Variety
heyday. Sinatra, Garland and Kaye alf received
rapturous ovations, but not until Merman, had
| seen the entirc stalls standing to give her a
10-minute ovation at the close of the her act.
Her sheer professionalism made this a great
occasion.

Barry Conley

Theatrical

THE NORMAN CONQUESTS - Globe
Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, London WC1

Alan Ayckbourn's theatrical hat trick of three
marvellous comedies have rightfully transferrcd to
the West End after their recent success at Green-
wich. The author has stated that it occurred to
him, that as a character exits from the stage, he is
obviously making an entrance into another room,
and in fact into another play. The three plays can
be seen interdependently of each other, as although
sel in a country house during one turbulent
weekend, with the same basic story and characters,
the action occurs in various parts of the house
with entirely different situations in each play.

Norman, an unkempt librarian, marricd to
Ruth, is having a casual affair with her sister
Annie. Their plans to slip away for a dirty week-
end are thwarted by the arrival of Annie’s
brother Reg and wife Sarah. The remaining two
characters are Tom, Annie’s rather siow-witted
veterinarian admirer, and Ruth.

TABLE MANNERS, set in the dining room,
is still my own particular favourite. I've watched
it three times, and would be hard pressed to find
a better comedy performance than that of
Penelope Keith as the bossy sister-in-law Sarah.
Each meal becomes a major event, whether it be
a breakfast, with everyone intentionally ignoring
the extrovert Norman, or an evening mcal, where

hat tricls

Sarah doggedly attempts to seat everyone in their
correct places at table. LIVING TOGETHER, set
in the living room, has an equal number of
comedy highlights. Mark Kingston is splendid,
with his endeavours to teach the others his home-
made game, whilst Annie attempts. unsuccessfully,
to hold Norman at bay.

ROUND AND ROUND THE GARDEN is
perhaps slower-paced than the first two plays,
but herc also, the author has many delightful
funny moments in both the dialogue and
situations. Bridget Turner has joincd the cast as
Ruth, and though | felt at times she lacked the
necessary warmth behind her resigned intolerance
towards Norman, she comes across well in this
garden play as she coaches Tom on how to woo
Annie. Tom, gormless as ever, misses the point
of the lecture, and mistakes it as a declaration
from Ruth on her own behalf. Michael Gambon
in all the plays, gives a brilliant performancc as
the ponderous, loveable Tom. Felicity Kendal's
Annic is a delightful piquant character, and onc
can sympathise with her indccisions. Tom
Courtenay captures all of Norman's many moods
randy, humorous, impossiblc, and above all,
trying to plcase everyone in sight. Eric Thomp-
son's excellent direction of these six star
performances make these superlative comedics
the best plays in town. Barry Conley

Trinidad, WC2

PLAY MAS — Phoenix Theatre, Charing
Cross Road, London WC2

In case you'd forgotten {and | had), Mustapha
Matura’s PLAY MAS serves to remind us of the
prejudice that exists between the black races o
towards one another. This play contains a brief
passage wherein the tailor boss. of Indian descent,
and his Trinidadian assistant, of African descent,
argue over their origins, and rights to be called
Trinidadians. The first act, set in the tailor's shop,
shows the relationship between boss and assistant
on two levels- on the one hand, amiable
arguments between them about films, and the
wilor’s somewhat cryptic intuition on how to
make a suit. On the other hand, the undercurrent
of "who's boss’, with the tailor's mother (a
precise portrait of an Indian tyrant by Mercia
Manslield) certainly ruling the two men.
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and Samuel is now local chief of police, no
longer the humble assistant, and questioning his
former boss to help his search for guerilla forces.
The fun-loving irrcsponsible native, whose former
interest in the annual Carnival was so strong, has
changed into a responsible citizen, so that a
deputation has to be sent to request him to lift
the island’s state of emergency, caused by the
fighting on the island, so that the carnival can
proceed. It ends happily as Samuel relents, and
the finalc is a riotous parade of costumed
characters dancing to a steel band.

Rudolph Walker handles Samucl’s transition
extremely well, and opposite him, Stefan Kalipha
gives a performance of great charm as Ramjohn
the tailor. Racial undertoncs apart, there is 4
warmith and likeability about Matura’s writing
which makes Play Mas a very appealing play.
Barry Conley
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Delight for young
lovers

KATYA KABANOVA - English National
Opera at the London Coliseum, St Martins
Lane

It's Janacek time again at the London Coliscum;
to be morc specific, a welcome revival of the 1973
John Blatchiey production of Kaiva Kabanoiu.

This work has rcacned that difficult age which
all music must pass through, the limbo of middic
age between modern and antique. Born in 1921,
the opcera is no longer contemporary/avant garde,
but as 4 twenticth century work it has not yelt
quite achicved the fine old maturity of, say, a
Wagncrian work. Whether or not & work survives
this awkward stage is often a good indication of
its mcrit. But only if those merits arc brought out
by sy mpathctic production and periormance.

The English National Opera has donc Janacek
proud in this respect. Charles Mackerras, who
conducled the performance, had produced a new
cdition of the opera lor the 1973 production.
Mackerras first heard Kulve in Praguce in 1947 and
spoke of the impact which it had made on him,
both in terms of the clcar dramatic presentation of
the characters, the spced at which the work moved,
and the highly individual usc which Janacek made
of the whole tonc suale (in contrast to most other
wholc tone composcrs who did little morc than
ape the technigues of Debussy ). He later dis-
covered two intcrmeszi which Janavck had written
to cover complicated scene changes, and these are
bolth retaincd in the current English National
Opcra version.

The musical sidc of the production, then, is
clearly in capable and sympathetic hands. No less
capablc or sympathetic are produccr john Blaich-
lcy and dosigner Sicfanos Lasaridis who have both
had a hand in many of the Coliscum’s most
successful productions recently. Abovec all, they
allowed the drama to unfold al the specd which
the opera demands. Nothing is 100 cluticred. What
looks on paper a horrendous and complicated plot
s turned in a smooth story line which drags the
spectator helplessly in the pitiful human tragcdy
of Katya. The all-embracing scnse of tragedy is
jcopardised only al the point where Katya decides
1o cnd it all, and throws hersclf into the river.

The Icap itsell, in simple language, don't work! In
4n instant, onc picks up on Katya's cmotions of
thc moment ""Here | %o inlo the matitress/plastic
foam/the waiting arms of the backstage staff**
and comedy breaks in for an instant.

Howcver there is no necd to dwell on a4 minor
carp. It is of littlc importance when set beside
the first-rate performances turned in by the cast.
Lorna Hay wood as Katya showced hersclf If any-
thing more securc than last year in her handling of
Janacck®s demanding vocal lines. Sylvia Fisher as
the malevolent and despotic mother-in-law Ka-
banicha twisted nicely in her two-taced characteri-
sation. But the most delightful performances were
turncd in by the two young lovers Varvara and
Vanya as playcd by Barbara Walker and Terry
Jenkins, whose singing fircd the cnd of Act I
with ¢xtraordinary beauly.

Charles Mackerras drew deep on the skill and
resourceflulness of the orchestra, and was given all
he asked for. And the two famous interme22i,
which onc likes to think of as his own special
property, stood out like show-picces for this most
dependable of pit orchestras. Carl Hill

Equus wekome
return

EQUUS — National Theatre, The Cut,
Waterloo, London SE1

Based on a factual case, EQUUS is a disturbing
play which remains in the mind long after it has
ended. In his play ‘Five Finger Exercise’, Peter
Shaffer examined the damage done to children

by their parents, and there are echoes of this
earlier play here, as he presents the casc history

of a stable boy who, in 2 moment of madness,
runs bescrk and blinds six horses. Shaffer makes
onc aware, in case we need reminding, how
important the formative years of childhood can
be. Alan Starke's parents have, albeit unknowingly,
played havoc with their son, so that, torn between
them, he has escaped into a4 dream world of his
own, forming an unhealthy attachment to horses.
These animals have replaced religion for Alan,

and the scencs in which they are involved have an
aura of beauty combined with great sensuality due
to Claudc Chagrind’s brilliant choreography.

Dai Bradley, an extrecmely likeable young
actor, gives an animated performance which
contains several mannerisms that work well in
establishing the character of Alan. Michael Jayston
plays his psychiatrist, and their scencs together,
under John Dexter's excellent direction, are very
compelling. When | first saw Equus last year, |
thought it the best dramatic play in town, and
this welcome revival more than confirms
my original opinion.

Barry Conley

Pocket size Poe

USHER — Mercury Theatre, Ladbroke
Road, Notting Hill Gate, London W4

Davia Compton's interesting adaptation of Edgar
Allen Poe’s 'Fall of the House of Usher’ is
presented on an almost bare stage, with very few
props, some clever sound and light effects, and a
handful of competent players— and by heaven, it
works extremely well.

Poe’s sombre tale of a decaying house with its
haunted owner and insane sister lends itself well
to the stage, and director Hal Rosenblatt elicited
some very good performances from his cast.
Barbara Berkary's controlled study in madness
and Andrew Hawkins as her torturcd brother are
both splendid in the leading roles, and Don
Clifford’s mute servant is as good a grotesque as
any to be found in a Hammer film. The play is
on till 28th September, and for admirers of Poe's
work should not be missed.

Barry Conley
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Out of Regent Street’s choking traffic a
taxi cab and a sleek black limousine race
for the steps of the Regent Theatre, home
of London’s latest sexual musical Ler My
Feople Come. The taxi squeals to a halt,
disgorging (;ay News' Michael Mason. The
chauffeur-driven Daimler slips into the
kerb only a couple of whispers later, and
out steps the show’s director Phil Oesterman
dressed in a de rigeur costume of tired
denim and beard.

“*Oh God I'm late. I really hate being
late -1 just have this thing about being on
time." My watch shows just four minutes
past the two o'clock appointment time.
Mutually curse traffic and enter shadowy
calm of the theatre. Step over young bodies
carelessly draped over black, looks-like-
velvet, stage. and make for dressing room
number one backstage. Establish that Phil's
streaming cold is not going to prevent
either the interview or the afternoon’s
rehearsal,

Start to unravel this young Texan from
Houston. Phil is ruled by two main loves
the theatre and his boyfriend. As far back
as he can remember he has loved men and
the stage.

So we talk about *all those little-old-
ladies | worked with,” which is how he
casually refers to his idols. **Oh | had very
close relationships with them all because
I was like Miguel in this show | was the
baby.

**] worked with Tallulah when 1 was 16-
| mean really young. This was near New
York City, and | was-still am--very star-
struck. And | had really nice experiences
with all those women that | wouldn't trade
for anything. Tallulah Bankhead is probably
one of the most wonderful, wonderful,
incredible women I’ve ever worked with.
| mean she’s just mad. When you’re in the
theatre you hear all these stories about
people like her, and they were all true,
except that people would say she would go
on drunk and all that. But really she was
the most incredible professional, and when
she came to that theatre it was time for
her to work.

**And Hermione Gingold the same way.
I'd say 'What is she like?" and they’d say
‘Well, if you can get her out of the bars . . .’
I mcan, that's just a lie, just lies.”” And he
looked like he was going to hit me, as if
I'd started the stories myself.

“Hermione would get to the theatre
often an hour ahead of time. When | did
Fallen Angels with her, she would arrive and
be very, very quiet and down. And then it
would be like she was taking speed, and she
started working herself up into this pitch,
and by thc time it was time for her to walk
out on to that stage she was like a crazy
woman, she was insane. And boy, when
that curtain came down . . . | used to ride
into New York with her every night and
she was just right down, exhausted, very
tired.

““Veronica Lake was very sad. | did Cat

On A Hot Tin Roof with her and she was
at a very low point in her life and she was
drunk all the time, in rehearsals, in per-
formances. Yet she was so lovely, so gener-
ous. Some little kid, a dresser, would say
‘Oh my, oh Miss Lake, that hat. I love that
hat." BAM ... you'd see that kid the next
day walking around in that hat. Veronica
just had so much thrust upon her. She
would talk about how when she first be-
came that Big Thing, limousines and flowers
everywhere she went, a totally unreal life-
style. And it just fucked her, fucked her up.”

Ces Grandes Dames scemed a dozen
light years away from the raw bunches of
talent that Phil had gathered together for
the casts of Let My People Come in New
York and London. None of them looked a
day over their first Pepsi Cola commercial.

**Well in New York almost none of the
cast had done anything before. In New
York we had much more time than here.
We were just like a bunch of kids putting
on a play, and there were endless encounters
and improvisations and all before we ever
got to any of the material. Here in London
we did much less of that because we had
five weeks and we had to learn the stuff.
There we had as long as we wanted. Here
it's been relatively like any other show.
You leamn it, and learn it, and leam it. And
they may not be experienced, but they're
very bright kids and they're very talented.
Very talented.”

All that leaming it and leamning it must
mean that everyone virtually lives in each
other’s pockets?

*“Oh yeah. | mean in New York they've
been together ten months now and they
spend every minute together. The com-
pany in New York is very close. They
socialise a lot together, and they were
sleeping together a lot, though I'don’t
think they are any more. But | know they
did at the beginning. | don’t know if that
is happening here in London. I've no idea . . .
I don't think so. But we party a lot here.

I mean I've given four or five parties, but
at this stage there hasn't really been much
time.”

He was getting excited about the show,
so we left the casts sleeping or not sleeping
with one another and talked about the
beginnings of it all. The other half of the
twosome which created Let My People Come
is Earl Wilson Ir, son of a successful
American newspaper columnist. Phil and
Earl met in Houston when Phil was opening
a new theatre called the Theatre of Love.
“We were looking for a new show to open
with and there was a columnist who was a
dear friend of mine and she was a friend of
Earl's too. She mentioned that he was in
town, singing in a club, and that he had
written a show which had flopped in New
York and that he was pretty down about
it. But she thought it was good and that |
should hear it. It was called A Day In The
Life Of Just About Everyone, a very
straight sort of musical, and | liked it. We
totally re-wrote it and re-did it and it was

a big success. And Earl and 1 just really
loved each other a lot and got along very,
very well.

*“This was about three years ago—1I"m
terrible at time, but | should think it must
have been about three ycars ago. Weli, he
was going with a woman in Houston and
they broke up and he really fiipped out
and went back to New York, so we were
separated for about a year. And then |
flipped out in Houston and I closed the
theatre. | just couldn't stand it there any

more and | just needed to get back to New
York.

“I'd done a lot of sexual theatre in the
past. There was Geese, which was a play.
about two guys, sort of based on me and
my lover, and then there was a play about
two girls. And this was the first time actors
moved around nude on the stage in New
York. It was before Oh Calcutia, and it
was really the first play in which gay
people were the ‘good guys’ and won. It
was while Boys in the Band was playing. 1
really flipped out when I went to see Boys
in the Band. | have since come to love the
play and | think that it did servela wonder-
ful function. But where my head was when
1 saw it then, | mean | really was angry.

**Anyway, I got back to New York and
1 just started going to the theatre, and was
just bored. So | told Earl that we should
do some songs, maybe an album, where
instead of saying 'l want to hold you and
kiss you' it should be ‘I want to suck your
cock’, | mean like people talk now. And |
s3id try to write something, and he wrote
“Come In My Mouth™”. And when [ first
heard it | fell on the floor—1 thought it
was the funniest thing 1'd ever heard. And
that was the first song. And ] said OK we're

Michael Mason talks to Phil Oesterman, director of ‘Let My People Come’

, doesn’t go on any more’, but there are

going to do a show, and the rules are that

it can’t be about anything but sex, and
there has to be just everything, everything
we have in us, everything we want to say,
all in one show. Get it over with. And that’s
all. We did it very quickly.”

So that's how the show was bomn. And
for Phil it represents the combining of his
two loves-theatre and gay sex. Like he
said when asked ‘Why sex shows?'—*‘Oh,

I think it has everything to do with the

fact that I'm gay. 1 mean it's sex that makes
you gay or not gay or whatever. People

say to me, of course, ‘but hasn't all this
been said before’ and of course it's all been
said before, what hasn’t been said before?
It's how you say it that counts. And as long
as | still see people sexually persecuted I'll
carry on. They say 'Oh it’s 1974, and that

friends of mine in the South who still lose
their jobs, still have their lives ruined. |
mean during Geese, which really wasn't
very long ago, | would get letters from
college kids (this sounds really naif) saying
they were just to the point of killing them-
selves. And still saying things like I used to
hear in the 50°s like °I thought | was the
only gay person in the world’. | mean it’s
incredible today. And I just think that sex
is one of our central motivating forces, sex,
the sex urge, and that it’s got to be talked
about, and shown and laughed at and what-
ever. You see, in the sixties when I was
doing Geese, | was very, very active—-a real
Gay Lib activist. And then one day | just
flashed and said to myself I'm now involved
in endless rhetoric, endless rhetoric that |
don't think is really accomplishing any-
thing. I'm talking to the wrong people.

I"'m talking to gay people. | should be
talking to other people, which is what
Geese did, and what Let My People Come
does. And there’s a number in the show
called “I'm Gay"', about two gay guys
coming out to their parents. That number,
by the way, was re-written fifty times. First
it was called “Being Gay™, and it was a song
which wallowed in self-pity, and then it
was called something clse | was a fanatic
about that song. | think everyone should
start with their parents. Fahchrissake, the
people that you've shared most of your

life with, you have to share that with."”

Which sounded wet-so I asked politely
if in fact your parents weren't usually the
very last people you came out to. He
pounced.

“Not usually -ALWAYS. Always. Qur
parents are in most cases our least best
friends. Whether it’s their fault or our fault,
or a little of each.” Phil told his parents
when he was fourteen. His father gave him
a 25 cent bus fare and kicked him out,
changed his mind, sent him to a psychiatrist,
*and | went through all that shit with my
parents. So | have this recurring theme
about telling parents, that’s what Geese
and “I'm Gay" are about.”

Continued on page 16

A repertory of 12 ballets including

Sadler’s Wells Theatre include:

Lois Strike, Marion Tait.

The Royal Ballet

Giselle, Les Sylphides, Pineapple Poll, Fagade,

A Wedding Bouquet, The Invitation, Prodigal Son, Concerto,
Solitaire, Les Rendezvous, Flower Festival at Genzano,

and a new ballet by Christopher Bruce.

Principals of T he Royal Ballet appearing at

Margaret Barbieri, Deanne Bergsma, Michael Coleman,

Alain Dubreuil, Alexander Grant, Stephen Jefferies, Ann Jenner,
Nicholas Johnson, Desmond Kelly, Brenda Last, Vyvyan Lorrayne,
Donald MacLeary, Jennifer Penney, Antoinette Sibley,

2-26 October 1974

Sl Sadler's Wells Theatre

Rosebery Avenue, London EC1 Telephone:01-837 1672

English Opera Group

First London performances of Thea Musgrave's

The Voice of Ariadne
Elizabeth Bainbridge. Jill Gomez, Anne Wilkens ;

Thomas Allen, Bernard Dickerson, Bryan Drake, Keith Jones,
Malcolm King.

New production of Britten’s

Albert Herring
Pauline Tinsley/Janice Chapman, Teresa Cahill/Norma Burrowes,
Anne Collins/Noreen Berry, Enid Hartle/Anna Cooper,

Kathleen Smales ; Thomas Allen, John Barrow, Thomas Edmonds,
Michael Follis, Anthony Rolfe Johnson.

New production of Puccini’s

La Rondine
June Bronhiil, Norma Burrowes ; Michael Bauer, lan Caley,
Alexander Oliver.
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/" Album
of the month

THE BEST OF HARPLRS BIZARRE
(Warner Bros)

Gencrally when the phrase “ahcad of
their time™ is used to describe a group,
it means that whilst the artists were
musically competent and possessed
many original idcas, they nevertheless
failed to gain public recognition. How-
cver, when | apply the term to Harper's
Bizarre, it has nothing to do with lack
of commercial success, for during their
bricf but highly distinguished carcer
they notched up several best sellers,

| refer instead to how in the middic to
late sixties, the group anticipated the
revival of intcrest in popular music from
past decades which is currently one of
the major trends in contemporary
musical entertainment.

Unlike most groups though, who
tend to exploit old showbiz tunes
purely (or their camp value, Harpers
Bizarre realised their potential and
didn’t resort to just sending them up.
Instead, the combination of the group's
beautifully inventive harmony work and
zany, only occasionally irreverent
arrange ments resulted in magnificant
revivals of time-worn standards.

Released earlicr this month was
The Best of Hurpers Bizurre which
contains all their best known and loved
material. Amongst the highlights are
the group’s versions of ** Anything
Goes™, ""Chattanooga Choo Choo”,
**Stairway to Paradise™, "*Scntimental
Journey ™ and *‘Happy Talk”. Also
included is their memorable treatment
of Paul Simon's *59th Bridge Street
Song (Feelin® Groovy)™, which proved
to be their biggest hit, and commendable
interpretations of more contemporary
songs such as ““Milord™ and '*Simon
Smith and the Amazing Dancing Bear.™

In conciusion, it is no cxaggeration
10 say that The Best of Marpers Bizurre
15 the most deliciously enjoyable album
I've heard this year. Denis Lemon

JC's choi
SHAKE UP YOUR SOUL/ENERGY
CRISIS — Steve Swindells (RCA)

Listen, if you get a chance, to this pair
of tracks by newcomer Steve Swindells.
Taken from his forthcoming- and first
LP Messages, they are perfect intro-
ductions to Steve's sophisticated and
compelling music. His is the kind that
makes you shake your head in rhythm

belore you realise it.

**Shake Up Your Soul starts with
a lovely piano intro (played by Steve)
and carries on successfully with a
catchy melodic line. “Energy Crisis’
has a definite rhythm ‘n’ blues flavour,
and swings nicely.

There is still some talent emerging
nowadays, despite what the cynics say.
Best of luck to Steve.

KNOCK ON WOOD/PANIC IN
DETROIT - Bowie [RCA)

Bowic's new show is apparently making
a great impact on the other side of the
Atlantic. This single has been issued to
whet our appetite for a soon to be re-
leased live double album, recorded on
his American tour.

| don't quite understand why on
carth RCA chose “Knock on Wood"',
the old Eddie Floyd soul hit, sung
unconvincingly by Bowie, but maybe
it will take off in discos.

The other side is a live version of
**Panic in Detroit’, from the Aladin
Sane album. As one of the best products
of Bowie's creative paranoia, | still like
it. But I°ll wait till the doublc album
comes out to make up my mind.

Jean-Claude Thevenin

Decades of

‘ The untorgcttable Judyv Gurlund, the cassic Gene Rellv, und the vivecivus [eun Hurlow

THAI'S ENTLRTAINMINT - Vasious artists (MGM Silver Screen Soundtrack Series)

To herald the arrival in October of their big SOth anniversary film Thut's Entertuinment, MGM Records have issued a
double album containing the highlights from thc movie's soundtrack. Featuring a host of their major stars from many
famous musicals, the album is a rmust tor film fans. The two-rccord set is priced at £3.92.

The very special talents of Judy Garland are undoubtedly the centrepiece of the proceedings. Her tcaming with
Mickcy Rooney on scveral tracks, and the charming duct with Margarct O'Brien from ‘Mcet Mc in St Louis’ appear on disc
for the first time. The younger Judy is represented by * You Madec Mc Love You'™, and a short selection from 'Wizard of
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nostalgia

short plays 2

Over half the songs writicn in this day
andage arc about love between two
peoplc. As you may have rcalised life
sn’t so simple and perhaps ncarer the
truth about the state ol love comes in
Severine Brownc's ““Love Song™
(Mowest). It features meny names and
complcx lyrics involving about ten
characters all who love not the person
that loves thecm. " Paul loves John who
in turn loves Sarsh Lee.” Shame but
that's lifc. Diana Ross as usual wants
just to be loved so Tamla Motown have
relayed that requcst by relcasing the
track “Love Mc* from the album lLast
Time | Saw Him. That guy lim
Capaldi whose name at last appcared
in the charts recently gets a worthy re-
rclease of “Eve’’ (Island), well con-
structed build-up song; you'll like it
morc a3 the brass gets stronger.

I With the titic ““Danny Teach Mc To

Oz’, which naturally includes **Over the Rainbow™.

Another first recording is Lena Horne singing " Honcysuckic Rosc™. Her many gucst appearances were always an
exciting cvent, and it’s good that she was includcd a rare talent by any standard. Admircrs of Gene Kelly and Fred Astaire
may arguc about who was the better singer or dancer. Kelly’s unique way with the song “Singing in the R4in’ has become
& classic, but for style and sophistication § prefer Astairc on “By Mysell’” and in duet with Jack Buchanan on **Guess I'll

Have to Change My Plans™.

Three of the studio’s popular female singing stars werc Janc Powell, Dcbbic Reynolds and June Allyson. Ms Powell’s
pretty voicc can be heard on It's 4 Most Unusual Day’* (another rccording to appcar for the lirst time). Debbie’s duct on
" Aba Daba Honcymoon' with Caricton Carpenter was 4 million seller and her first big break in films. June Allyson's
husky voice on " Thou Swell” is most infcctious, as is her lively **Varsity Drag’ performance. Jimmy Durante’s inspired
lunacy shines on ""Songs Gotta Come from the Heart™, though the siceve fails to verily il his singing partner is Sinatra.
Donald O'Connor, an underrated talent, repeats his comedy hit " Make "em Laugh' from 'Singing in the Rain’.

Sclections from three of the studio’s most successful musicals ‘Gigi’, 'An Amcrican in Paris’ and "Showboat’ are also
included. The list of artists is cndless: Crosby, Lanza, Grayson, and even some non=singing stars, such as jean Harlow,
Cary Grant, Jamcs Stewart and Clark Gable cach trying 4 song. Judging by the interesting photos contained in the inner
slecve, there are many more goodics featured in the film not included herc. After hearing this record crammed lull of

nostalgic moments | look forward 1o the actual film,

Dance™ (Philips) Vicky Leandros might
have difficulty in participating in that
very aclivily, unless she wears very
strong jack-boots. It’s taken at a
marching bcat and possibly recorded on
the parade ground at Aldershot. Is
Danny really Lionel Blair in uniform?

L Seriously though, the song has hit
possibilities as alrcady a million copics
“‘have sold in Germany.

Disco fodder time, Philadelphia
International have signed a new name
Robert Upchurch and his first rclcase
"The Dcvil Made Mc Do I1” is a strong
bcater in line to follow the Intsuders
and othcer labe! colleagues’ successes.
just the one funky disc this weck from
new soul label Kwanza. Black Ivory
with “What Goes ARound Baby"™
Afro influcnces in the instrumental
climax make it exciting for dancing

This recent single must be the best
re-release of the year. That fantastic
disco sound with the crazy swinging
strings is back. The quartet of doob
doobing voices, the decp brown bass
lead and then the higher pitched chorus.

Barry Conley Marvellous and amusing. A must for

Assorted platters

charismatic pieces, starting on a lurching

TOUGH GUYS: Original Soundtrack
Isaac Hayes (Stax)

Ray Davies's “Starmaker’ was a recent
reminder that just because the Rock
Musical has mainly got off a to crass
start that’s no reason to disregard it as a
genre of exciting potential. Now Isaac
Hayes, blaxploitation pionccr, gives the
lie to rumours of premature senility in
the soundtrack camp, with an intelligent
album that, while rarely reminding one
of celluloid stereotypes, uses the film
sifuation as a licence for some sounds
that would seem either strange or plain
stupid on a normal record.

Almost gone arc the moogs, wah
wahs and strings, replaced by a wide
variety of devices including melody and
lyricism as well as wailing sax, trumoets
and guitar solos, droning monsters and
big brass. The most cerivative thing is
the back cover picture of lke the Film-
star- Black Moses becomes Black Kojak.
The music asserts its.independence with
a muscular pride.

WHEN THE EAGLE FLIES
{Island)

It’s a shame to hear a group of Traffic's
elegance moaning half-baked politics
on the brink of the vacuous modesty to
which their spacious pastoralism has
taken them. Glad to say they're only on
the brink, and maybe turning back.
Capaldi’s back on drums where he
should be and Winwood'’s put down
that painful guitar and gone back to his
flowing keyboards. Rosko Gee is a
clipped bassist a la Andy Fraser.
“*Memories of 2 Rock ‘n' Rolla”
highlights Traffic’s malaise. A con-
voluted structure that half-strangles
poor old Steve suddcenly erupts into a
joylul fade that gives him a chance to
pour out his soul in song. That such a
singer should be burdened with such bad
songs is crazy, and to quote Capaldi's
inept words here would be cruel.
“‘Dream Gerrard™ is onc of the most

Traffic

rhythm with an odd Viv Stanshall lyric
that Winwood manages lu inake
mysterious, and tailing ofl over 11
minutes into hallucinatory semi-music.

The old magic's still there, and may-
be the cditing they need would kill that
unique quality. “I'm walking in the
wind looking at the sky, hanging on a
breeze and I'm wondering why . . ."
TOM SCOTT AND THE LA £ XPRESS
(Ode)

When BS&T and CTA started horn-
toting we said it couldn’t be done, and
when Mahavishnu Orchestra came to
pass we may have wished it hadn't. But
coming up the smooth way via Herbie
Mann, Miles Davies, Jr Walker and all
things Atlantic there's now a whole
school of hot bands to vindicate that
jazz-rock tag. Tom Scott's LA Express
features Scott on horns, Crusaders joe
Samplc and Larry Carlton on keyboards
and guitar, Max Bennett on bass and
John Guerin on percussion.

Every one is 4 master of his instru-
ment, but their virtuosity ncver swamps
the ensemble drive: the tunc is the
thing. Most numbers are powerfui funk,
Scott’s sax leading the way over hard
riffs with Sample throwing in an
occasional feathery break or Cariton a
wicked solo, Guerin playing like ten
men. On the other hand " Dahomey’
Dance* swings In a quaint offhand
style before a rockct-likc burst takes it
to an almost big band ending, " Nunya™
has Scott fighting 4 duo with Guerin,
"“Easy Lifc" is positively beautiful, and
"Sneakin’ In The Back' docs just that.
Electric music.

COMING RIGHT AT YOU — 100%
Pure Poison (EMI International)

For a nine-piece band this bunch of
black ex-scrvicemen has a surprisingly
light touch. The impression of a lidgety
Tower of Power is supported by the
trebly production, and though they

the charts this time. Heat it just once
you'll love it. ' Zing Went the Strings
of My Hcart” by The Tramps (Buddah).

Stax has been lying dormant lor &
few month¢ and now Pye records have
grabbed the rights to the super soul
label. Veteran (*“Knock on Wood™| man
Eddie Floyd is back and down on " Soul
Street”, 2 chomping beat special for
slow bumpers. The song *'Love Makes
it Right™ takes two sides of the latest
waxing from the Soul Children. Mono-
logue on the flip and the main song
takes the A side, a perfect soul ballad
performed with the ingredient that gave
the group its name. Yea! welcome back
Stax, just waiting now for Rufus Thomas
and Luther Ingram, as | know there’s
some great ncw material available in
the Statcs by thesc two guys.

Tricky Dicky

Top sounds

Dick's Inn — London’s Gay Discos

1 Qucen of Clubs/Do It Good
KC Sunshine Band (Jay Boy)

keep calling each other ““man’ they
sound very young beside the likes of
War, Ohio Players, etc.

They take on consistently ambitious
arrangements: string-heavy, romantic,
daring chords, loose instruments
wandering about. Unfortunately the
singer’s not up to the wordy task and
the rhythmic backbone gets ignored to
the detriment of their listenability. But
at least their minds arc wholly on the
music, and this debut album shows the
beginnings of a distinctive soul style.
RLCORDIED LIVE ON SIAGE IN
MEMPHIS — Elvis Presley (RCA)

In the good old days all Elvis needed
was his leather jacket and plywood
guitar, that gauche sneer and joyous
sensuality, an instinctive vocal genius
and a manager. No brains required.
Likewise no brains are required to live
in permanent luxury on the lingering
charisma that still has the fan club
swooning at the slightest grunt, but

what a way to do it: bogged down in 2 You Little Trustmaker The
styleless plasticity Tymes (RCA)
. 3 Love Is the Answer  Van McCoy

Recorded Live Onstoge in Memphis

is comprised of spirituals, patriotic Strings (Avco)

anthems, fifties ballads and rock & b‘:’l:r:' Diana Ross (Tamla

medleys. | could quite get into some

really stirring Yankce emotionalism, 5 g"":‘ ??MIENTA?"C Baby - Johnny

but this wastes so many opportunities A F“loL oy, SG——,

it's like an economy package. Some w'::“c (P‘;c) Y R Y

musical de Mille is needed to make 2

Presley sound like the god he could be. 7 :‘P‘;:'; Fu Fighting - Carl Douglas
The rock benefits from toning down 8 Girl You Necd a Change of Mind

the gospel backup, but Elvis has to do

100 much work, the band’s so tame. . Eddie Kendricks (Tamla Motown)

Fifteen years ago, okay, but he deserves (SG"AV, Idint~ i 8 Tinh U
a little more consideration now. The .
voice cries out for better material, but 19 :::;’(Eg‘ﬁ::"?,::)k W= Bomelly

he has not lorgotten his best tricks,
particularly the phrase/syliable that
hangs in mid-air and then hiccups,
bumps and grinds down Lo the next
line. If Roy Wood ever achieves his
ambition of working with Elvis, the
sparks could still fly. Phil McNeill

— Camp Re-Vamp -
There's No Business Like Show Business
Ethel Mcrman (Decca)

Complicd by Tricky Dicky, week
ending 21/9/74.

North London’s Only Gay Club

IS AT

1 BROADHURST GARDEM, LONDON NW6

TELEPHONE: 01-624 9838

SWinging
HapPY
Almosphere

at

North London’s
Exciting
Sume

MEMBERSHIP £/.00 per year

AMATEUR
DRAG
EVERY THURSDAY

THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
9.30pm

"
1.30am

Sunday, September 29th
Tuesday, October 1st
Sunday, October 6th
Tuesday, October 8th

AT

UPPER STREET, ISLINGTON

TONY PAGE PRESENTS:

Lee Tracy
Laurie Lee
Norman Kable
Jean Fredericks

Tricky Dicky’s
utumn (risise

SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER
Leaving Westminster Pier

Scnd to: R Scancs, 203 Clayhall Avenue,
liford, Essex.
£2 on night if not all sold out.
* &£ % ¢ 5 &£ & & = & » 5 5 5

Dancing, Disco, Licensed.
Boat covered & heated.

8.00pm sharp. Return 11.30pm

lickets by post £1.50
PO/chequc with s.a.c.

WOW tyoriboyoyg

divibhar 4
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Part 2 : Day of thei 0

Chuck Bold, inconspicuous poet laureate
and Nobel prizewinner—known to the world
as SUPER-GAY--alone can save western
civilisation from the baleful influence of
the sinister Black Het., But where will the
next blow fall?

With increasing violence, Chuck Bold thrust
himself forward. The drops of sweat on his
wide forehead coalesced and ran in streams
down his sunbumt face; the muscles of his
neck stood out like whipcord and his eyes
began to close in an ecstasy of physical
effort. Again and again he thrust himself
forward, his arms, legs, every muscle, every
sinew strained to breaking point. The air
was filled with the sound of his breathing
and the overpowering smell of the sweat
which now bathed him completely. His eyes
became tightly closed and his teeth clenched
hard. Drawing upon those reserves of
untapped energy for which Chuck Bold had
become famous, he redoubled his efforts
until at last, a terrible groan was torn from
his unyielding lips.

“Aaaah!”

He lay back exhausted. His heavy
breathing was the only sound which now
broke the silence of the room. With a look
of triumph, he at last picked up a towel,
wiped some of the sweat from his face and
turned off the rowing machine.

“Hey kid! I've just rowed from Putney
to Mortlake in fifteen minutes. Jumping
Jupiter, that's faster than the Eton team in
1923 when they were nearly caught by the
Marine coxless pair.”

The remark was directed towards Nick
Smooth, a lad of some sixteen (albeit
stormy ) summers who reclined on a red
leather chesterfield idly flicking through
the gardening page of Quorum.

““Huh huh. Pretty impressive. Was that
without your rupture support?”

Chuck Bold laughed at his youthful jibe
and revealed a row of gleaming teeth which
were the envy of every toothpaste adman
from St James' Square to Madison Avenue.

“Heartless bitch.”

Nick Smooth blew him a kiss just as the
door opened and Miss Clutch entered the
room.

*Can 1 do you now sir?"’

She was a lady of uncertain years—and
of gender when the light was poor. Dressed
in flowered house-coat, turban and grey

woolen ankel socks, she stood in the door-
way with a bucket in one hand a mop in
the other, her unshaven chin thrust forward
defying anyone to suggest that she couldn’t
do them now.

Chuck Bold shuddered visibly but,
recalling that she was the convener of the
Acton and District chapter of Hell's Angels
he contrived a smile not unlike the one he
had flashed to Nureyev shortly before his
spectacular dash to the west.

“Certainly Miss Clutch, I'm just leaving.”

He hastily drew his chinchilla dressing
gown around his beautifully proportioned
shoulders and made for the bathroom. Her
eyes, filled with maternal hunger, followed
him as he left the room.

**Lovely man, that Mr Bold."

“Yes he is.”

She gave Nick Smooth a quick searching
gance.

*“Known ‘im long?"

“Not very."

“Yes, lovely man. Course ‘e "as 'is funny
little ways but who doesn't?”

Her eyes now had a faraway, dreamy
look in them.

“Like 'im wearing that rubber diving
suit at dinner. It’s not as if ‘e was a messy
eater and the room isn't damp.”

“l think it's a rather endecaring little
trait myself.”

Miss Clutch flashed another searching
glance at Nick Smooth.

“You staying "ere long?"

“Probably.”

“Hm. Suppose you're the one that
shares the master bedroom, aren’t you?™

“Yes.”

“Can’t understand it myself. I'm sure
it can’t be very comfy both jammed into
that one bed. I've said I’d make up another
in the guest room but ‘e won't "ave it.”

**No, he probably wouldn't.”

Miss Clutch’s suspicions about Nick
Smooth were growing by the second. With
a forensic skill which would have left them
gasping at the Old Bailey, she lunged
sgraight at the jugular.

‘“And was it you that left the vibrator
plugged in all day during the power strike?”

“I'm afraid it was. I'm sorry.”

“So you should be. Downright un-
patriotic, that’s what I call it. | bet Mr "eaf
didn’t leave 'is plugged in.”

Vindicated in her suspicions, she now
began a tirade against modem youth which

was, in substance, entirely familiar to Nick
\Smooth and to which he was loath to
N\ submit. He quietly slipped on his casual

1

snake-skin shoes (by Gucci) and made for
the door leaving Miss Clutch in full and
uninhibited flood.

He made his way to the bathroom where.
Chuck Bold was putting the finishing
touches to his nail vamish.
< ‘?‘gee whiz, Chuck, where did you find

4

Chuck Bold blew on his finger nails
and waved them around

“Under a stone. To be precise, "‘Bona
Mops’, the employment agency in the high
street. I must confess, she’s not quite what
[ had in mind when | specified a chick with
a loving disposition —though she does make
the most divine Gateau de Peches Mous-
seline. But don't let’s talk about her.”

He moved closer to Nick Smooth and
taking care not to smudge his nail vamish,
put his arm around the boy's shoulder.

“I've something to show you."”

“You've shown me that already.”

“I'm not talking about that sweetie, |
mean the source of all my super-human
power, the source of all my inexhaustible
vitality and, though | hesitate to say it,
my incomparable body.”

“You mean ...?"”

“Yes, the Golden Dildo. Given to me by
Tibetan monks in the inaccessible vastnesses
of the snow-covered Himalayas, it transmits
the life-giving power of Zing, and it is
therefore, upon Zing that the survival of
western civilisation and the destruction of
Black Het--my fiendish arch-enemy—
depends.”

*“But why should they have given it to
you, Chuck?"’

A smile crossed Chuck Bold’s face as he
saw once again in his mind’s eye the time-
less valley with its ancient lamasery and its
shaven-headed monks.

“They lacked only one thing in the
whole world which they desired.”

“What was that, Chuck?"”

.. Me.“

Nick Smcoth looked up into those deep
brown eyes and allowed his cheek to sink a
little deeper into the lapel of the chinchilla
dressing gown and together, they slowly
walked to the room which remained ever
locked. Chuck Bold carefully turned the
combination dials and laid his hand gently
on the door handle which was shaped like
a phallus.

**One day, kid, all this will be yours.”

The door slowly swung open to reveal a
small room suffused with incandescent blue
light and the slightest odour of incence. In
the centre of the room stood a small dais
on the top of which rested a tall glass
cabinet. Nick Smooth stepped into the room
but until his eyes became used to the strange
light, he failed to realise that the cabinet
was empty.

He turned to Chuck Bold who now

Stood beside him. For a moment, neither

spoke. His jaw, rigid like a rock, his eyes
narrowed to cruel slits, Chuck Bold surveyed
the empty room. At last, he spoke.

**Great Jumping Jupiter, some bugger's
nicked it.”

*Do you think, Chuck . . .?"

“Yes, Nick, I think this is a job for
Super-Gay. | see here the unmistakeable
work of that fiend in human form: Black
Het.

® & & & & 5 & ® ¢ % & ¢ 5 5 0

Will Super-Gay recover the Golden Dildo?
Will western civilisation cease? Read the
next episode in GN56 to discover something
of the answer to these perfectly fatuous
questions.

Bruce Wainwright

LONDON'’S NEWEST

GAY DISCO

.....INKENTISH TOWN!

we STREET DISCO raer

OF THE BULL & GATE PUB
389 KENTISH TOWN ROAD
100 YARDS UP ON THE LEFT FROM
KENTISH TOWN TUBE

DANCING TO YOUR CHOICE OF MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

TRY TO COME EVERY NIGHT!
WE DO!!

41-43 NEAL STREET
LONDON WC2
PHONE 01-836 0688

DISCOTHEQUE

RESTAURANT
CABARET

AND TWO BARS

TDE SHBRID

FINEST FRENCH & MALAYSIAN CUISINE
SET IN AUTHENTIC SURROUNDINGS.

TABLE BOOKINGS ACCEPTED.

34/8 EVERSHOLT STREET (JUST BY EUSTON STATION)
LONDON NW1

TELEPHONE: 01-388 0131

heconancn

g v e 0 St e

T
S RS

S e Bt bt et - -

e — - Lk T -

- s vo Apib-SNwis NasmILia 1

UIRADY ] DI -ODL JUOEASNY



Page 16

//— Phil Oesterman interview

continued from page 15 - b — 5 ,f/
But were his parents the only problem? ' 0
“You mean in terms of being discriminated
against? I've really not had that. But I've

scen it. No, I think the reason that | haven't
had it is- it sounds like a contradiction

but it’s because ['ve always been honest The Rape
about it. | mean I'm truly not hung up
about being gay. I'm hung up about a lot
of things, but that isn’t one of them! I've
found that by being open and honest about

And so my love
This dead blood on the sheet

it, it's been no problem.” Stains the matiress
Sensing a dead end to that line of And the hair on your legs
questioning, we headed back to the show. But it’s not too late.

Phil hated a suggestion someone made that

Let My People Come was some kind of With my fingertips

son of Oh Calcuita. **]1 went with Linda { smear it, )
Lovelace to see that show and Oh God, we Lukewarm and sticky,
were both . . . ] mean it was just terrible. On your canvas chest
First it made sex look like a dirty joke. And pastey throat,

There wasn’t any love in it, it was just
dirty. I sure didn’t want to go out and Before you awaken
screw after it; ] just wanted to take a bath. Cold moans

It didn't say anything to me. What I'm into | F£Ves rolled back.

with Let My People Come is entertainment,
and a celebration of what sex is all about. ll_
] think gay people find that a lot easier to
understand in some ways.” tside the glass
So did he just want to raise a laugh? I?';;)'g:rca;! G Ty

“No, no, no. Look. it could be two things.
It could be me, and we could tum on a
spotlight, and 1 could stand on a soap-box,

geese flying south
squirrels burying nuts

and say ‘Now folks . . ." or it's an evening lovers drinking hot cider.
of entertainment, it’s theatre. And hope- But in here,
fully - no, not hopefully, | know because The hound crunching :he rabbit . .

it's been running long enough and I've
talked ta enough people—it's enlightening.”
Audiences in San Francisco and Los

Angel i be enli d .
e g o | LI ARE. Ko Summer. 1969 Ritual
b ]

“I'm trying to rehearse the San Francisco
and LA companies at the same time. Which | £ove. the moon floods your face

UIUBADY | SpNE)-URSy (U011 SNY|

1 don’t think has ever been done, at least Trickles down onto your chest And my mother keeps asking All through each night
not that | know of. And then I think that Like a slow fat spider edging *“When you gonna get married?"’ In my dreams in my dreams
that's probably it for me with the show. thread by thread over its prey. And grandma hints about Ambrosia scented moustached cowboys
Because I've got to get on, to keep moving | ; 1.0,k your squeezed up hands Great grandchildren she doesn 't"have With taut cocks bulging throbbing against
on, find something else. To awaken you, to rescue you And they both sav the neighbors Snug white cotton underwear,
Then a voice intruded from the stage you, " TR, & Vo hder b Amble int bed
insisting *'I wanna man who loves to From the soft web spotlight And o le Jim j % 7& s lle.l “ y ”I'y h
fuck . . ."” and we wound up the conversation. You jerk back your hand, roll over, ARy ane JLIST nEICELGIONs Tug off i< v x4
Lp o . (he was in the army Rub their hands over my body
Your mouth twitching twitching and spots them a mile away. As if ] were a fine Tennessee stud,
w Asif R s, wounded Chinese ghoul And grandpa thinks maybe A fine wild Tennessee stud
Make new ‘riends Snarling at the smiling moon. I-would-like-to-talk They have come to break.
Help swell the crowd Deep in your darkest tin dreams Tc his Baptist minister, ici i hi
Support CHE speakers at: There is no saving you now. And father's been dead three years g:",:;‘:ﬁ,,’,’;‘:;?;ﬁ underwear
SPEAKERS’ CORNER 1 am numbed stunned jealous So he doesn't give a damn Slips off drops onto the floor
MARBLE ARCH of the moon And my best friend Roy says And 1 pull them toward me
First and third Sunday as it gently 1 couldn’t possibly - oh his god-love
of eack month Giggles and devours you. Another MAN, - could I? T O g,

l 3-5pm

Issue No0.2 now out

& Lots of exciting pix.

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW! PRICE £1.00

Please send me my copy of ‘Man to Man’ No. 2
together with your current lists:

| enclose paymentof £ . .......

Name (block capitalsplease) . ........ccc00ececeeccacocns

Address (block capitals please) . . ... .........c 00000 cceaas

---------------------------------------------

Send to S & H Publications, 37, Lowlands Road,
Harrow, Middlesex, or call at ‘Man to Man’,
67, Pembridge Road, Notting Hill, London, W11,

Gay News Number 55

- Sl e i“i 0 T U U A TR N TR TR R T Y A T Y o P W T



Personal Ads & Information

Page 17

~  OGN’s
Mini.Guide

This guide relies on your information, so
if you find any inaccuracies, please
don’t just tell all your friends—tell us.
Plesse include full address.

® indicates Gay News on sale.
D indicates regulsr drag showe

In SCOTLAND ol pubs close at 10pm
and do not open Sundeys. Hotels have
7-dey licences.
ABERDEEN
Pub:  North British Hotel, 1 Trinity St
Marcliffe Hotel (Lounoo Bar)
(Sun evenings)
ASHTON UNDER LYNE
Pub: Laughing Cavalier, Market St,
talybridge (Thurs)
Club: Gaslignt Club, 211a Stamford St
AYR
Pub: Caledonian Hotel (upstairs
public lounge)
BANBU

RY
Pub: The White Lion, High St
BARNSLEV
Pub: Queens Hotel (Venturer Bar)
BARRY, Glamorgan

Pub: The Barry Hotel (Lounge Bar),
Broad St

BATH

Pub: Garricks Head, Sawclose

The Regency (opp Theatre Royal)
BEDFORD

Pub: *The Barley Mow, Bromham Rd
BELFAST
Pub: Avenue Bar, Rosemary St

Europa Hotel (Whip and Saddle
Bar), Great Victoria St
BIRMINGHAM
Pub: The Trocadero, Temple St
The Victoria, John avl?m St
*The Viking (Downstairs Bar),
Smalibrook, Queensway,
8-10.30 gays & friends only

*Nightingale, 50 Camp Hill, B12
BLACKBURN
Pub: *Merchants Hotel, 43/45 Darwen
St. call 61181
BLACKPOOL

Pub: Lucy’s Bar, Talbot Square
BOLTON
Pub: *Peel Arms, 423 Halliwell Ra
Prince Williams (Upstairs),
Bradshawgate
BOURNEMOUTH
Pub: Norfolk Hotel (Basement Bar)

Club: Gigl's, The Triangle

BRADFORD
Pub: Junction Inn, Leeds Rd
BRENTWOOD
Pub) The Prince Albert, Warley Hill,
Tues, Fri & Sun only
BRIGHTON
Pubt  *The New Heart and Hand,
80 East St
Spotted Dog, Miadie St
Greyhound, East St (Ubpstairs

J omy&.
Cricketers. Black Lion St

- (weekends
Hove Lawns Hotel
*Heart & Hana, Shi
New Curtain Club

42 Club, Kings R
Pink Eloohan! comov of

Regency Sq
St Aibans Club, Regency Sq
Queen of Cluas, Bedford Sq, Hove
Longbranch Club, Grand Parade
Rest: Lerelel Coffee Loungo, 5 Union St
Disco: GLF disco, Mariborough Hotel,
Prince’s St, 1st & 3rd Fri,

Club: .gnt St (men)

8-10, 20p

BRISTOL

Pub: Radnor, 30 St Nicholas St

The Ship, Park Row, nr Red

Lodge

BURNLEY

Pub: *The Cross Keys

CAMBRIDGE

Pub: The Stable Bar, Green St
(off Trinity St)

Rest: *Scaramouche, Catherine St,
call Cambridge 43570

CARDIFF

Pub: Royal Hotel {Roberts Bar),

St Mary St
Royal Oak, St Mary St

Club: Showbiz Club, Hope St

CANTERBURY

Pubi  The Queen's Head, Watling St
CHELTENHAM

Pub: The Beaufort Arms, London Rd

Irving Hotel, Hgh S
Club: New Twenty Ciub, 20 Migh St
Rest: E! Toro, Fairview Ra
CHESTER
Pub: Bear and Blllet, Lower Bridge St
(Sun only)
Foregate Bar, Blossoms MHotel,
St Johns St
CIRENCESTER
Pub: Black Horse
CLEETHORPES
Cilub: *Birds Nest, Boating Lake,
Kings Rd, Sat & Sun only
CORK
Bar: Imperial Hotel Bar, South Wall,

Le Chateau, Patrick St (mixed)

---------------------------‘ MACCLE

HOW TO GET IT
REGULARLY

Subscribe to
CAY NEWS

YES—| WANT IT REGULARLY. PLEASE SEND ME 13/26 ISSUES IN A=
PLAIN SEALED ENVELOPE STARTING WITH ISSUE No.....
(SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE £2.10 FOR 13 ISSUES AND £4.00 FOR 26)
SINGLE COPIES 15p + 10p p&p.
FOREIGN SUBSCRIPTION RATES QUOTED ON REQUEST.

PLEASE MAKE CROSSED CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TOQ
GAY NEWS LTD AND SEND TO GAY NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS,
62a CHISWICK HIGH ROAD, LONDON W4 1SY.

4
>
<
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BADDRESS .................
1
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Club: *Grosvenor House, 326 Hagiey Ra

CRIEFF, Perthshire
Pub: The Goovsgo Hote! (Lounge Bar),
King
DERBY
Club: Pavilion Club, 123 London Rd,
Shardlow (7 miles)
DONCASTER
Club: *Soclety Cilub, 2 Siiver St
Don Jon's, Sliver St

Pub: Underground, off Silver St

DUBLIN

Bar: Bartley Dunnes (beside Wendels
Hospital), St Stephens St

Rices, St Stephens Green/5th
King St corner

Larry Tohin, Duke St (off
Grafton St)
Good Karma, Great Strant
St, off Capel St. Every Sat
11pm-2.30am

DUNDEE

Pub: Gauger, Seagate

DUNSMORE

Disco:

Pub: *The Fox, off main wendover Rd
DURHAM
b: The Three Tuns, Old Eivet

Nevilles Cross Hotel
DINBURGH

Pub: The Kenilworth, Rose St
AM‘:‘cromby Hotel, Abercromby
Baslllia, St Stephen St

XETER
Pub: *The White Lion, Mry Archers St

Horse & Groom, Longbrook St

FALMOUTH
Pub: The Ship & Castle, Market St
FERNDALE, South Wales
Pub: *Salisbury Hotel
FINCHAM
Pub: *The Three Doves (Dive Bar),

King Street (D)
|GLASGOW

Pub: Duke of Wellington, Arggh St
The Strand (Downstairs Bar),

Hope St
Rest: The Blytheswood Cafe, Mary-

hill Rd {closea Thurs)
Classic, Renfield St (after bar hrs)

GOUROCK

Pub: Bay Hotel, New Bay Cocktail
Bar, Plierhead, Sun only

GRAVESEND

Pub: °*The Kent, High St

GREENOCK

Pub: The Jolly Sailor, Clyde Sq

Saloon Bar, Wads only,
oM ONnwards)

GUILDFORD
Pub: *The Royal Oak, Sydenham Rd
HELSTON, Cornwell
Pub:  The Bell, High St
HOLMFIRTH
Pub: Royal Oak, Upper Thong,
Near Holmfirth, Yorks
HUDDERSFIELD

Pubi  The Commercial Hotel, High St
{(men only bar)
The Amsterdam (mixed)
The Grey Horse, Chapel Hill
(Sundays)
HULL
Pub: The Tudor Bar. Paragon St
Wnite House (Chicken and
Cocktail Bar), Jameson St
(resigdents only)
Earl De Grey Hoted, Castle St
Royal Station Hotel, Paragon Sq
ILFORD
Clud: The Cawvalier Clud, liford Lane
IPSWICH
Pub: The Cock & Pye (Saloon Bar)
ISLE OF WIGHT
Pub: The Hole ln the wall, Market St
Vventno
The Hough High St, Shanklin
(Public Bar)
Club: Regency Club Sun HIN,

Cowes 5188
Medway Queen N M Club,
Newport 5460
Resti Ryde quun Boatel al wnrm

Newport 4
suolo. 105 High St, Old Village,
Shankiin
LANCASTER
Pub: Farmers Arms, King St
LEEDS
Pub: The Spinners Arms, Leeds Rd
Hope & Anchor, Call Lane
West Riding Bar (Back Bar)
Wellington St
Club: *Charleys Club, Lower Briggate
Cafe: Flamenco, New Briggate
Disco: Leeds GLF Disco fortnightly,
contact their office for info
LEICESTER
Pub: Dover Castle, Dover St
LIMERICK
Bar:  Royal George (Cocktall Bar)
O’'Donovans, 1 Lower
Glenworth St, off O'Connell St
LINCOLN
Pub: Ye Olide Crown, Clasketgste
{Lounge Bar)
LIVERPOOL
Ye Cracke, Rice St
Lisdbon, Victoria St L2
Denby Cn(lo. Hacking Hey
off Dale St
Club: New Bears Paw, Corrans Lane
Sadles, Wood St, off Hanover St
LLANDUDNO
Pub: Quendale
LONDON
Pub: Bird Cage, Columbia Ra, E2,

Drag every Thurs

© 06 e 0600000005000 00000

Clubt

Discos

Rest:

Club:

Rd,
Coffee Bar:Tne Coffin

*Lolluns & *Colei.erne, VIO
Brompton Rd (Earls Ct tude)
*Queens Head, Tryon St, off
Kings Rd, Sioan Sq tube
*Royal Vauxnall Tavern, (D),
Vauxhall Cross, Vauxhall tube
*The Royal Mail, Upper St,
Istington, Anul tube (D
Royalsc().k 62 Glenthorne
w

*Ship & Whale, Gulliver St SE16
Salisbury, St Martins Lane, WC1,
Leicester Sq tube

*Union Tavern, 146 Camberwell
New Rd SES. Disco Mon &
Tues (D)

*watermans Arms (Upstairs Bar),
Water Lane, Richmond

*The Green Room at the
Wwheatsheaf. Goldhawk Rd,
Goldhawk Rd tube

*The Champion, Bayswater Rd,
Notting Hill Gate tube

*william IV, Hampstead High St

Chepstow, Chepstow Place,
Notting Hill W2 (Upper Bar
only), Fri Disco

Cricketers, Battersea Park Rd (D)

Dog and Trumpet, Great
Mariborough St, wl

Duke of Fife, 350 Katherine Ra
€7, East Ham tube

Elmhuut. 131 Lordship Lane,
Tottenham N17 (D)

*Elephant & Castle, South
Lambeth Place, Vauxhall
tube (D)

*Father Redcap, Camberwell
Green SES

Golden Lion, Dean St, oft
Shaftesbury Ave W1

*Horse & Groom, near Pig &
Whmlo Sundnys only)

*Imper he Square, Rochmond

u I Tres, Camden Town,

en Town tube

eLord Raglan, St Martins Le
Grande EC1. disco Tues (D)

'Mamm Bar, The Castle, Rich-

nd
'Now Black Cap, Camden th
St, Camden Town tube (D)
'Plg& Whistle, Little Chester St,
wil, Sund.y lunch only
Half Moon, Putney High St,
Putney Bridge (D)
A&B Club, 29 Wardour St wl
Apollo, 3 Wardour St Wl
*Chagauramas, Neal St WC2
Escort, 89a Pimlico Rd, Sioan

Q tube
Festival Club, 2 Brydges Place,
wWC2, Leicester Sq tube
*Le Gigolo, Kings Road, Sioane
Sq tube
Louise, 61 Poland St, W1,
oxford Circus tube
Mandy's, 30 Henrietta St wWC1
*Masquerade Restuarant & disco,
Earis Court Sq, SWS, Earls
Court tube
*Paint Box, 29 Foley Sl wl
*Peacock Club, 259 O
8rompton Rd swlo. Tues (D)
*Pink Elephant, 8 Newport
Place, WC ], Leicester Sq tube
Rocklngmm, 9 Archer St, wl
*Shanes, Broadhurst Gdns NW6
Toucan Club, 13 Gerrard St W1
Vortex, 62 Tachbrook St,
828 9581
*Arabian Pub, Tricky Dicky
disco every Wed, Cambridge
:-Outn Rd, E2, Bethnal Green

*Bull and Gate, Kentish Town
Rd, Kentish Town tube
'c.mn. avoodloy Terrace NW1
every Fri
*Catacombs, Old Brompton
Rd, Earis Court tube
Napoleons Club, Lancashire
Place, off New Bond St
*Dicks Inn, Father Redcap,
Camberwell Green SES,
Frl and Sun
*GLF, Prince Albert, corner of
Wharfedale Rd and York Way,
N1, Adm 15p, every Tues,
Frl and Sat
*Ship and Whale, Gulliver St,
SE16, every 'I‘huu & Sat
Molin Disco Club, The Angel,
14 Crosswall, EC3, Fri &
Sn (xlvu only). 488 3338/

'Soum London GLF Disco
overy Sat at Brixton Gay
Community Centre, 78
Railton Rd SE24. 274 7921.

*Tricky Dicky Disco (Mon &
Thurs), Kings Arms, 213
Bishopsgate, EC1, Liver-
pool Street tube

Chaguaramas, 41-43 Neal St,

La Casserole, 338 Kings Rd,
Chelsea, SW3

Knaves Kitchen, Catacombs,
Otd Brompton Rd, Earls
Court tube

La Popote. Walton St, SW3

Last Resort, 294 Fulham

Masquerade, 310 Earis Court
Rd, SWS

. SW

Nell Gwynnes Kitchen, 43
Crawford St

Sabah, 34-8 Eversholt St
Nwl. 388 0131. Near
Euston Station

Simple Simon, 234 Ola
Brompton ‘Rd, SWS

Le Richelieu, 277 mw Kings

wW6. 736 4432
members only,
acabre, 23

disco) Tno

Mead §t.
*Pan Ciub, Bute Street, open
nightly, weakend cabaret

SFIELD

LUTON

Pub:  Waters Green Tavern
MANCHESTER
Pud: The Mechanics, Choriton St

Club:

Pub:

Union Hotel, Princess St (D)
Rembrandt, Sackville St
Cavalcade, Wilmsiow Rd
Didsbury (Sun lunchtime

*New York Inn, 98 Bloom S

Midland Hotel, Peter St
Napoleon’s, Sackville St

MERTHYR TYDFIL

Red Cow Hotel, Glebeland St

BMIDOLESBOROUGH'

.Club:

Rendezvous, above the
Grand Hotel, Thurs Fri Sat

INEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

IPubx

*The Lord Chancellor, Groat
Market

Royal Court Grill. Bigg Market

Royal Turks Head, Punchinaito

Bar

Eidon Grill (Variety Bar), opp
Greys Monument

Grapes Vault, Great St (men only

County Hotel (Nancy's Bar)
westgate Rd

I NEWQUAY, Cornwell

Pub:

King Mark (Sat lunchtimes)

NEWPORT, Gwent

Pub:
Club:

King's Head [Lounge Bar),
High Street

The Cnariston, Cardift Rd
(Tues only)

.NORWI CH

Pub:

BPub:

Studio Four, behind Anglia
Television

. !NORTHAMPTON

Princess Royal, 172 Welling-
borough Rd (men only)

.NOTTINGHAM

Dog & Partridge, Parliament St
The Roesbuck. Manfield Rd
Bentink Hatel, Midland Station

Foresters (giris), near Victoria
Centre

Mario’s Restaurant, Stanford St
(off Castiegate)

*Pavilian Club, 123 London Ra,
Shardliow (lJ miles)

*La Chic, 5-13 Canal St

OLDHAM

Pub:  Lighthouse, Lees Rd

Grey Horse, Union St
OXFORD
Pub:

Club:

Gloucester Arms, Nr Red
Lion, Gloucester St
Disco: Greyhound, Gloucester Green,
every Sat
eStage Club, 14-16 George St
(overy Wed & Sun. cheap
drinks both nights, free
supper Wed
PENZANCE
Pub: The Dock Hotel
PLYMOUTH
Pub: Lockyer Hotel, Oak Lounoo
{Back Bar), Derry’s Cross
Phoomx (off nlon St)
Club: *Harry’s Club, wWest Hoe
POOLE
Pub: Jolly Sailor
Lord Nelson
PORTSMOUTH
Pub: *Admiraity Tavern, Spring St
(D) (wed only)
*Balmoral Bar, Landport Terr
Club: Country Club, Winchester Rd,
Bishops Waltham (D)
READING
Pub: *The Rallway, Greytriars Rd
Disco: RGA. Twice weekly, Wed and
Sat. The Crown, Crown St,
8pm. Adm 3ISp guests, 20p
members
Functions Room, Rallwa
Tavern, Stanshawe Rd,
veekly disco every Sat, adm
20p, mainly men
ROCHESTER
Pub: *Ship Inn, High St
RUGBY
Pub: White Lion, York Place
Dunchurch Rd
ST ALBANS
Pub: Crown Hotel {Clarence Bar),
Hatfield Rd, Fri only with
disco
8T HELLIER, Jersey
Club: New Side Door, Cricketers Arms,
Seale St
SANDBACH, Cheshire
Pub: Market Place Tavern (Thurs)

SCARBOROUGH
Pub: Clitf Inn, Regency Bar,
Huntress Row
Cliff, Huntriss Row
SHEFFIELD
Pub: Cossack

Pump (Smoke Room),
Cumberiand Way
Club: *Ameriey, 223 Attercliffe
Common (Qaysoc disco)
SOUTHAMPTON
*Anchor Inn, East St (girls only
on Sat
* Robert Burns, 9 South Front
Juniper Berry, Upper Bugle St(D)
Lord Roberts, Canal Walk
Club: Bug‘srummou Club, 11 St Mary
Viking Club, Anchor Inn, East
St (girls only Sats)
Harveys (Upstairs over the
Magnum Club & Rest)
Fig Leaf, 94 St Marys Rd,
9.300m-3am

Rest:

SOUTHSEA

Pub: 'Duko of Devonshire, Albert Rd

STOCK'ORT

Pub: *Duke of Clarence, Avenue St
STOKE ON TRENT
Pub: Antelope, Trinity St, Hanley
*Vving Inn (Mames Bar), Vine St,

Hanlev

Club: *One for One, 141 Marsh St
North, Hanley

STRATFORD ON AVON

Pub: Queens Head, Ely St

SUNDERLAND

Ctub: *Rokoko, The Promenade, Roker
SWANSEA

Pub: Dolphins Hotel (CT Lounge)
Three Lamps Hotel Top Floor
Bar), Castle Gardens
Whitewalis
TAUNTO!
Club: Pavilion Two (Wed & Sat nights)
THAME
Pub: Jolly Saillor, Wellington St
TORQUAY
Pub: Mead Foot Bay Hotel, Mead
Foot Sea Ra
Mereiwood Hotel, Meadford Rd
Meadfoot Inn, Meadfoot Lane
Club: *Double Two Club, Rock Rd

UPHOLLAND, near St Helens

Pubi  White Lion
WESTCLIFF
Pub: Market Hotel, Mesnes St
White Lion
Derby Arms, Chape! Lane
WINDSOR
Pub: Noah's Ark, Arthur Rd

The Ship, near Guildnhall
WOLVERHAMPTON

Pub: Prince Albert, Lichfleld St
Club: Silver Web, Whitmore St
WIRRAL

Pubi  Wheatsheaf. Roby

Victoria Hotel, Gayton
(near Heswali)

WORTHING

Pub: New England Bar, basement of
warnes Hote!

YORK

Pub:  York Armsg

Love
Knoweth
No Laws*

The editors reserve the right to
refuse or amend an advertisement
without giving a reason. No refunds
can be made on advertisements
which have to be altered or
amended. No advertisement in-
tended or appearing to intend to
solicit for sexual purposes will be
accepted. Advertisements are
accepted on the understanding
that they are submitted by persons
over 21 years of age.

*Chaucer
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Answering 2 Box Reply
1. Place your reply in 8 small

envelope and seal it.

Mark cieerly on the outside the \
8ox Number to which you are
replying.

Place this smell enveliope together
with a 4%p stemp (unattached) in

8 large envelope which should be
addressed to: Gay News Box

Replies, 628 Chiswick High Roed,
London W4 1SY.

More than one reply can be

enciosed in the final lup envelope
provided each reply is sccompanied
by a loose 4 %p stamnp.

We WILL NOT forwerd replies which
are not accompanied by a 4%p stamp

-1

for esch reply

4 ee s eccsesnsescntsssecacsonc s o ol

Advertisements for inclusion in issue 56
must be received no later than noon on
Monday 30 September. They should be
no longer than 35 words. Those ex-
ceeding this limit will be returmed. As
from 7 October Box Numbers in

issue 52 and earlier will be discontinued
and replies to them will not be
forwerded.

poeccccccosscsccrsecssrrscovoncessrne

Mixed Personal

10p per word, Box Number 50p.
outside GB £1.50

Male, 29, withes to mest bisex girl, fed

up with her own sex, with view to

lasting friendship. London ares. ALA.
S$/73

Around the world tour (working) 2-3

years +. English male seeks information

andgd feliow travellers (male and female).

Box $5/120

Transvestite, male, would like to meet

or correspond with understanding

young lady or couples interested in

transvestism to form friendship.

Box 55/138.

PHEMELLA TV EVENING
October 12th—Small Hall, Hammer-
smith Town Hall, W6.

French. Does any reader give lessons
conversation etc. Central London.

Box 55/139.

Gay shift workers interested formi

social organisation contact Box 53/156.

COME AND WORSHIP
with the Pellowship in Christ the
Liberator Metropolitan Community
Church, London. For further detaiis
please write FCL,. 61 Earis Court Square,
London SWS.

ou interested
windon?

Swindon, Swindon. Are
in forming gay group In
write Box 55/164.

Women'’s Personal

10p per word, Box Number 50p,
outside GB £1.50

0' pirls, Sth wales (20), west Country
(30), wish to contact similar for lasting
friendships. Box 55/1.

CHE Youth Group welcomes women,
Information from Janet Clarke c/o
CHELIC or ring 673 2703.
Gay girl, 22, wishes to share a fiat In
Southampton with plsasant, attractive
wy girl. Measa send photo. Box 38/74.
omen’s new gay §roup seeks MeMbers.
Kent/Sussex areas. Box 55/7S.

Young gay girt, ionely, seeks older
woman for sincere friendship. London
preferred. Photo please. Box 595/121.

Men'’s Personal

10p per word, Box Number 50p,
outside GB £1.50

43 years, on officers leave October,
soeks slim, r 00d looking 23-27 years
for sincere lasting friendship. Free
holiday offered gouth Coast, large 382
front flat, balcony—free to come and go.
write, with photo and phone no.

Box §

Advisory service—can | help you? For
people lonely, want somebody to talk
to, | l? to help you. 01-749 0016,
Ronalad, i

Peter, 28, Amaerican bodybuilder, 6,
14 stone, red/blonde hair, green eyes,
newcomer to London with Chelsea fiat,
seeks slender, muscular youth 21+ for
friendship. Photos exchanged. Come
on, write & be happy. Box $5/3.

want to emigrate and start a new life?
36 year 