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SINGA GAYSONG

Adorning our front cover in such an attractive way this issue is Chris Robison, whose recently-groduced American
gay LP Chris Robison and His Many Hand Band is described as ‘‘possibly the definitive New York gay album.™
This quote comes from Peter Burton's article on the gay rock scene—pages nine and ten inside. Peter has taken a
look at the albums on sale in the States (unfortunately they aren’t easily available here) and given his opinions
about musical content, lyrics, style etc.

Other overtly gay musicians. who aren’t afraid of singing about their gayness that Peter features are Mike
Cohen, Lavender Country, Paul Wagner and Steven Grossman.

EUROPE'S LARGEST CIRCULATION NEWSPAPER FOR HOMOSEXUALS
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Tin-Pot Town Hall
Tyrants

One step forward, two steps back—we’re all doing the
Town Hall Two-Step.

Tunbridge Wells Council has backed down on its shameful
decision not to allow Peter Katin to give a benefit recital for
the CHE groups in Kent. And they backed down because of
a loud public outcry which made them look foolish. That
public outcry arose from an appreciation that the gay angle on
the concert—the fact that it was a benefit for CHE—was
irrelevant to the question whether Peter Katin should or should
not be allowed to play in the Assembly Halls.

Had the convenors of the three Kent CHE groups propcsed
to stage a gay orgy, to demonstrate the number of positions
available to homosexual lovers with a grand piano, then perhaps
the question of sex might have lcgmmately entered into the
_council’s discussions. Peter Katin’s recital, we are reliably
informed, is not to be that exotic, and it is therefore not
relevant to raise the issue of homosexuality.

So we can rejoice a little that, in this particular instance,
the tin-pot gods of local government have been brought rudely
to their senses.

It would, however, be easier to rejoice were it not for two
other stories in this issue, reflecting on the sanity of local
councillors and their inability to appreciate when sexuality is
and is'not relevant.

The first story involves, to their eternal shame and discredit,
the councillors of Edinburgh. These worthy sages decided to
refuse the International Gay Rights Congress a civic reception. As
a general rule, a civic reception is given away free, with coloured
brochures of the city, to any group which holds a conference
in Edinburgh. Were the Transglobal Confederation of Left
Hand Egg Whisk Salesmen to hold their annual convention in
the city, their request for a reception would sail through nemo
contra dicente, and the less dilapidated city elders would be
decked out in holly and tinsel and dutifully wheeled into
position to extend a warm welcome.

However in the case of the Gay Rights Congress, Tory
leader Brian Meek imposed his own private three-line whip on
his gaggle of councillors. First he stuck his nose in, and his
neck out, by professing the usual sort of myopic outrage at
the idea of homosexuals meeting in his fair city. Then he con-
tacted the other members of his gang, telling them that they
had better back him up in the council debate if they knew
what was best for The Party. And with one honourable excep-
tion, the sheep all dutifully bleated their support. A handful
of timid.Labour councillors fell off the fence into the laps of
the Tory party, and ensured that the Congress would not be
welcomed in Edinburgh. And for the time being, Brian Meek
grins like a Cheshire cat—if the good folk of Cheshire will
forgive the geographical displacement.

There is, however, a small ray of light at the end of the
tunnel. The vote will probably be challenged in October. We
can only keep our fingers crossed that Meek will then get his
come-uppance.

But that's Scotland, I hear you cry. That's the provinces-
indeed the provinces of the provinces. So what'’s different about
Swinging London? Sweet Fanny Adams.

The Greater London Council is, if anything, even more
culpable than Edinburgh for its behaviour in a recent incident
involving CHE and Gay News.

A Covent Garden based charity called Street Aid publishes
a paper called Use It! which contains information for young
people visiting London. Last year’s issue mentioned CHE
London Information Centre and Gay News as soutces of
information for homosexuals. This year, at the last minute,
the Greater London Council forbade Street Aid to mention
cither. And they backed up their autocratic command with a
brazenly naked threat to withdraw their ‘no strings attached’
grant of £2,000 unless their instructions were unquestioningly
followed.

But even more shameful was the way in which they com-
municated this decision (if ‘communicated’ is the right word).
Nobody got on to Street Aid to tell them *‘take out CHE,
take out Gay News.” Instead there were J’un nebulous threats
about “not including offensive material.” When pushed to
explain what they meant by *offensive material,” the GLC
clammed up. They refused to say what they objected to. In
the end, Street ‘Aid managed to pick up whispered rumours
via the London Tourist Board, rumours that said “remove
anything to do with homosexuality.”

A public body makes a decision about public funds, and
then appears so ashamed of its petty prejudice that it won't
even dare say what it decided. The situation is almost
unbelievably ludicrous. Or maybe it was just that councillors
were too embarrassed even to mouth the word “homosexual.”

The Tunbridge Wells affair showed that half-wit bureaucrats
in local government can be shown up for what they are. Let
us earnestly hope that the idiocies of their peers in the capital
cities of Scotland and England can also be terminated.

Otherwise we will all have to pack up, and go and live in
Tunbridge Wells!

Gay News Summer
' Break

This is the last issue of Gay News before our summer break.
Issue 54 will not be on sale until Thursday September 12. The
news and features departments will be closed until Tuesday

tions, mail order, sales and advertising.

T CAYNIEWS

Editorial & Letters

" Your

letters

on sny subject of special intersst to homo-
sexuvals, including comment on items pub-
lished in GN. Owing to spece limitations,
plesse keep your letter ss thort ss possible
{200 words maximum). Letrers must be
signed, but the writer’s name and address
will be withheid if the writer requests it.
Send to: Your Letters, Gay News, 62
Ohiswick Migh Road, London YW ISY.
GN cennot forwerd letters to conmon-
dents uniess stated.

‘Come off it!’

-
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London W2

Dear Gay News.

Ike Cowan, in criticising Mr Madioan for
sdvocating “strong, dignified reasonsble,
mellow persussion to defest prejudice and
oppression’ makes the statement that
“slmost every victory over oppression that
one can think of has besn won, not by
dignified resson and persuasion but by
force and clamour™ (GNS52). Thig'is a
generslisation which no historian would
ever make.

There is 8 time for discussion and 8
time for conflict and much depends on
the issuss at stake and the conditions at
the time. Some of the most important
reforms in our own history have besn
achieved by Parliament in reasoned debate.
1t Ike Cowan believes that the homosexuasl
society is oppressed to such an extent
today that only shouting and violence will
achieve its liberation then he is logical in
his conclusion sithough not accurate in
his facts. But the svidencs is to the contrary.
A great desl of the oppression is in the
minds of a minority of homosexuals
sithough there are some who have just
cause for complaint.

Ike Cowan is one of thoss concerned
with further Perliamentary reform of the
laws on behalf of CHE. | must warn him
that if he proceeds on his course with
“force and clamour’’ he and his colleagues
will only come away from Westminster
with a flea in their ear. They could equally
well obtain this result with less effort by
spending a night in 8n unfumigated doss-
house.

You yourself. | am sorry to see, tend to
endorse this approach in yout Editorial
when you exclaim *’Living a8 we do in 8
parliamentary idiocracy which washes its
hands of anything to do with socis!
revolution we have to raise the questions
and arguments ourseives.’” Come oft itl.
We can all raise the questions and the
arguments. What we require are the answers
and we will not get them from society by
melodramatic and hysterical performances
such as are rightly condemned by David
Longstaff and David Lioyd (letters, GN52)
in your columns.

| am glad to reed that you are sbout to
take a well-earned holiday. Have a good
rest and come back thinking.

lan Harvey

R R R R N e R N R R

Gay Bank Holiday
.:I...l.m.ll.n.r;uil.l.“"”“”“”“.“““
Midsomer Norton

Bath

Teol: Midsomer Norton 413468

Dear Gay News,

From 23¢d August to 13t September,
Bath Arts Workshop are staging a Festival,
this yeer called “The Last Festival'. As part
of the festivities, Bath Gay Awareness
Group is organising 8 leafietting campaign
in Bath, 8 gay picnic, a gay disco, and an
exhibition/information stall. If any GN
readers still haven’t arranged to do any
thing for the Bank Holiday Weekend (Aug
23-26). why not come to Bath and join in?
For further information, and accommoda-
tion (camping and creshpeds) phone Pat
Camgpbell on above number.

Bob, Don, Pat, Tricia
Bath Gay Awerenems Group

An editorial indulgence
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London W14

Dear Gay News,

1 want to send you a belated expression
of thanks and congratulation on your
sxcellent newspaper, which amszes me a8
it goes on from strength to strength. It is
impossibie to put it down till one has read
every word—or fallen asiesp through sheer
physical and opticsl exertion.

If | may make 8 suggestion—surely your
devoted and delighted readers are due for
{and would be delighted by) a decent-sized
photo of Denis Lemon and his splendid
colleagues! Why should you be 30 modest
and sell-effacing when 30 many of us would
welcome and tressure the photos of those
who are affording us 30 much pleasure—
and instruction—every fortnight?

E J Locelock
ED: How large is decent?

Literary suggestion

London W8

Dear Gay News,

Meay | suggest as an sdded it
your excellent psper that vy publish 8
gay novel In serialised puu Any .uthon

tion to

August 27. But the office will stay open to deal with subscriy

\mr\g your readers?

Gey News weicomes letters from its readers |

Proud to be gay

London SES

Dear Gay News,

Reference to David Longstaff's and
David Lloyd's correspondence (GN52)
headed ‘Embarrassment of Many?*.

OK, David and Devid of Bristol, maybe
we can pass off ““the grossly over-estimated
300 gays™, in the Gay Lib Anniversary
Gay Day in June, as journalistic licence,
to further gay pride.

What really angers me about your
totslly parsnoid, closstted and reactionary
letter. is that you were disgusteo and
disappointed at those of us who were
demonstrating to ourssives and others
that we were enjoying being gay openly
sharing our sexuality, dnd bloody well
letting the streight spectators Know it as
well.

This, Oavid and Devid, is what Gay
Liberation wes about (st the Stonewell
in New York); is stilf about, snd will
a/weys be about. The erticle was headed
‘London Remembers’. and aithough some
of us in GLF do, | think you two rank
amongst many liberal, reactionary geys in
our multi-gay’ community who have bloody
well forgotten!

How you can actually come to our
celebration of the spesrhead and catalyst
of the principles of Gay Liberation, and
then actuslly turn round land | mesn
literally, turn sround) and spout your
disgust and disappointment at people who
are proud 10 show that they are gay. gled
that in 8 few hours of sunshine they could
turn round and show contempt for the
“members of society” melting in the trees;
that we are not to be forgotten; and that
“sbiding by the law’* has no relevance to
us 8t oll. We reject as we alweys have done,
concepts surrounding words like *“accept-
ability”, “conformity”’, *'law-abiding’’.
“behaviour’” and “irresponsible’.

Sometimes | wonder whose side you
are on. Qbviously you haven’t come to
grips with gey oppression, as others have.
Perhaps you are oppressed yourselves but
don’t recognise the fact. From your letter,
it’s bloody obvious.

ksovstssooevscsncses

Make our presence felt

London SE24

DOear Gay News.

| read with disgust the whining,
priggish garbage written by David Lloyd
snd David Longstaff in GN52 concerning
the June 23rd Gay Dey in Hyde Park.

Why should we be “‘responsible
citizens’’ of a society that oppreases us.
“law abiding’’ to laws that persecute us?
This society tries desperately to deny Our..
very existence—ail the more resson to make |
our presence feit.

The gays who would not join the group
must have had very little self-respect
{exactly what society wishes of them) to
walk on past. It is the ‘closet queens’ such
as they and you who are “irresponsible’”
in crawling to that sacred cow, the "“general
public.” Your frantic desire to apologise
for being gey is no way to further gay
people’s rights. You've got to make and
take your liberation—society will help you
not a bit.

As one of the most vocal in the “camp
remorks,” my impression was that the
straight passers-by were very favourable:
laughing maybe. but that's a start to good
relations as opposed to hatred. How odd
that the indignation at my overtly ‘gay’
behaviour should come from gey peoplel
How indicative of the authors’ seif-hatred|
As failed heterosexuals that is how this
society will patronizingly tolerste you. |
meanwhile will continue to shout “Poofs
in, hets out!” and damn you if you sren’t
angry enough at gay oppression 10
sympathise—you oppress yourssives.

Austawr 3 H Rerr
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Mohammedan culture

Isleworth

Dear Gay News,

Recently in your paper | have read,
what one often hears eisewhere, that Islam
is more generous to homosaxuality than is
Europesn culture. | wonder whether this
statement does not give a false interpreta-
tion of the true facts.

Mohammedans generally live in under-
populated countries often with 8 high
infant mortality. a situation similar to that
of Europe in the Meddie Ages. In both
casss the birth of a8 meny children as
possible is the prime social need. There-
fore every Mohammedan man and woman
13 expected to be s parent as often 8s
possible, so that an unmarried Moham:
medan is rarely 1f ever 10 be 1OUNO. INOeeq,
| have personally known Mohammedan
(and pagan) homosexuals, to whom the
ingistence that they be married has pro-
duced great emotional strain in them,
which they have besn unable to avoid.

Nevertheless the polygamy, which
exists in their social structure, means that
Mohammedan men, if they are able to
avoid marriage, are not placed in the same
position as unmarried Europesan men,
who, in 8 monogamous society. sdd 1o
the number of unmarried and disappointed
spinsters. Therefore, European society has
always hoped that. if a homgssxual man
s comgpletely dened that outlet. he will

desperation give attention to some
otherwass unioved womaq, for women
have generally excesded men in number.

Therefore, while Mohammedan culture
mey be able to bc more generous than cae
Europesn culture (at least as it was until
the recent past) to homosexual ‘side kicks’,

o Robert Campbell

s se0 a0 sssee00n e 080000000t sas 0 o

this is nevertheless within a heterosexusl
society. it is only “two-wey-cock” Disex-
uslity. | may be wrong, but | doubt
wheather what we mean by "homosexuality’
would be as generously treated in Afghsn-
istan as it is beginning to be in England.
John Brawer

b osevosseeosessreacsscsssonsssssssses

Disturbing intolerance

D R I A N N R A A N W A I o' Y

London W1

Oear Gay News,

A H's letter "Prissy and desp pink’
(GN61), in which he describes hippies as
“unsavoury characters™ indicates a sad and
disturbing prejudice and ignorsnce that
exist in the gay world. |1 angers me to
observe amongst an oppressed minority, an
intolerance—and equal oppression-of
similar groups. If the only aim of gsy
groups is to be assimilsted within an
unjust society, with no thought to the
plight of other minority groups, | for one
went no part of it.

The other letter on Turkey. “Throw
caution to the wind’, puts the matter in 8
better perspective. |, too. have often
visited that country and have been amazed
and delighted by the relaxed attitude
towards gays. | thought that Derek James
wes in fact referring to my favourite
Turkish Bath, called ‘' Yeni Dabayerazit’,
and also felt that he made it very clear
that the countryside was much more
attractlive. but that he also. Quite wisely.
omitted giving too many details and
information about these places.

| enjoyed ‘A letter from Afghanistan’
immensely —can we |ook forwerd to sny
more articles of this kind?

P Mackeson
ED: Derek James will be.writing about
Indiéa in his next article on the Esst. It will
be pubiished in one of our September issues
and concludes his current series of trevel
features, a/though it i hoped that Derek '
wil contnbute an occasional column
thcmhu —1

Tom Dick & Tlxman
‘Saftron Walden
Essex

Dear Gay News,

One of the ways in which gays--and
especielly gay couples—are discriminated
against is in the matter of inheritance and
the law relating to gift tax and capital gains
tax. Let me explain. A het couple marries
and the husband buys the house. There is
no gift tax batween spouses, $0 when the
husband dies he can lesve his house to his
widow without its value redically effecting
the grom value of his estate upon which
estate duty will be chargad. In other words
the wife's posit:on as regards the family
home in which she has lived during her
merriage s recognsed and safeguarded—
Quite properly.

Take the case of 8 gay couple— Tom
and Dick typical of a very large number of
long-established partners. They have lived
together for anything up to 40 years (I
know of just such a case). Tom was seif-
employed and had a flat of his own in
London. He is 10 years younger than Dick
who was the Managing Director of an
Engineering firm and had a house in the
country. They both retired recently whan
Tom sold his flst and they both went t
live at Dick's house in the country. Because
of his age lover 70) Dick, in the normal +#
course of events, is likely to die first.
though Tom suffers from arthritisand 13
becoming :ncremsingly lame. 3

Natursily Dsck wents to make provisions:
tor Tom by leaving him the houss. or by
making it over to him at once. However,
the price of property has so rocketted
that the capitsl geins tax would be enor-
mous. |f nothing is done until after Dick's
death, Tom will have to sell the house
which they have shared for 30 yeers in
order 10 pay the estate duty as there is not
enough loose cash in Dick’s estate to avoid
this. Even if Dick were to sell the house
now, though he would not have to pay
capital gains tax on it & it is his only
residence. they cannot buy 8 new one
jointly and avoid the psyment of duty on
Dick’s share of the new house when he dies.

Gay lawyers plesse suggest a way out
of this one.

Noel Currer-Briggs

Our mistake

Desr Gay News,

Re the cover of your S51st issue: Edward
Carson never led the Prosecution against
Oscar Wilde. he defended Lord Queens-
berry in the “first trial”. And, to do
Carson justice, he recommended the Crown
not to prosecute thereefter. In the two

cases which ensued (Regins v. Wilde and
Taylor) he took no part.
John de ls Rue

QQop Auwg :vouensnyyf
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Tunbridge Wells
Council has backed down on its decision to
ban the CHE benefit recital which was to
have been given next month by Peter Katin.

The council’s about-face followed a
meeting between representatives of CHE
and two council officials. The meeting,
which was held on July 29, lasted for over
one and a halfl hours. A press release was
issued shortly afterwards which blandly
announced that the recital could not go
ahead on September 13, as originally
proposed, because of the controversy that
had surrounded the ban. But if CHE would
submit new dates, the Amenities Committee
would consider them and make its recom-
mendations to the full council meeting,
probably in October.

The press release regretted that there
had been what it called a breakdown in
communications, and said that the July 29
meeting had been useful. Mr MacGuffog,
the amenities officer, had been put in an
embarrassing position because of the
publicity that had followed his decision.

Mr MacGuffog, a full-time paid official
of the council, had turned down the Peter
Katin booking, explaining ** As this is to be

LONDON: Use /t/--an annual publication
giving free information for young visitors
to London-has apparently been black-
mailed into dropping all gay information
from its 1974 issue by bureaucrats at
County Hall.

The info-sheet, which is produced by
Street Aid Charity operating in Covent
Garden under the direction of Jean McNeil,
receives a £2,000 grant each year from the
Greater London Council, to cover its
production costs. The GLC grant is received
by Street Aid via the London Tourist
Board.

Jean explained to Gey News that the
affair started last year, when Use /¢! re-
ceived some misieading coverage by the
national press. The Sun had blown up the
listing about gays to such an extent that
they called the whole sheet a guide for
homosexuals. The Telegruph had also run a
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Back page of Use It! shows white space where
Gay News entry should have bee
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MANCHESTER: With a General Election in
the air, CHE members and groups will be
sending a new questionnaire to candidates in
as many constituencies as possible in England
and Wales. SMG will be covering Scotland
and we hope UJSFI] can do Northern Ireland.
The exercise ts crucially important as 1t
gives us an opportunity to publicise the
principles of our Law Reform proposals
and to find new allies in the next Parliament.
Separate model covering letters and
questionnaires have been drafted for candi-
dates who we know from earlier approaches
to be broadly favourable, those who were
uncertain, those who were against, and
those whom we haven’t heard from before
(please send CHE national office, now,
copies of any correspondence with existing
MPs if you haven’t already done so.) The
questionnaires include a question about

extending the Anti-Discrimination Bill to
\Qver discrimination on grounds ot sexual

Election help needed

promoted by CHE and in view of the nature
of your organisation, this is not the type of
concert we want to hold in the Assembly
Hall.” He did not, at any time, as far as

GLC threatens Use It!

defamatory article.

A retraction was subsequently printed by
the Sun, and Street Aid received a letter of
apology from the Telegraph.

But, when it came round to grant time
again, Street Aid was dismayed to hear
that the GLC was reluctant to give any
money for the 1974 edition. At this stage
the Council would give no reason.

Eventually though, the Tourist Board
received a letter from the GLC which said
that some listings in the bulletin had caused
offence—in fact that the publication was of
a scandalous nature--and that no grant
would be forthcoming unless these passages
were omitted.

However the GLC, in all its wisdom,
didn’t say which particular items were
offensive and it was only via whisperings
from County Hall that the Tourist Board
learnt that it was the gay information and
that relating to abortion that were the flics
in the ointment.

Now let's recap on the gay information
given in the 1973 Use /¢! which by all
accounts caused such offence. Under the
heading “People’, the sheet stated: “Gay
people will find information in Gay News
or from Campaign for Homosexual
Equality . . ." and CHE's address and tele-
phone number followed.

Jean told us that at this stage Street Aid
was very worried about losing the grant
altogether, especially as a lot of the work
on the current Use /¢! had already begun.
So, they came up with a compromise.

The staff decided to change the reference
to abortion and call it pregnancy advice;
drop the reference to CHE; and list Gay
News in the reading section on the back
page.

The Tourist Board, who Jean said have
always been very cooperative, thought this
was reasonable, and pre-publication work
went ahead.

“Then, the day before we went to
press,” continued Jean, ‘‘the Tourist Board
asked us to remove all references to GN.”
Apparently there had been further whisper-
ings from across the Thames and the GLC
had threatened that there wouldn’t be a
Use It! next year unless this directive was
obeyed.

That is why you'll find a blank space in
the “Reading’ section on the back page of
the publication, between Roiling Stone and
Sunday Papers. That's where we should

[oas

Gay News could discover, take the matter
to his committee for their opinion. When
the July 29 meeting with CHE took place,
he was accompanied by W E Battersby, the
council's Chief Executive. It was Mr Batters-
by who said that CHE's next application
would be considered by the Amenities
Committee,-rather than by the Amenities
Officer alone.

Local residents had almost unanimously
derided the decision made earlier. Letters
to the Kent Courier immediately after the
affair had been numerous and scomful.
Peter Katin had himself appeared on tele-
vision shortly afterwards to tell of his
amazement and disgust at the council’s
behaviour.

The CHE delegation (Jeff Day of Med-
way Group, Ross Burgess of Tunbridge
Wells Group, and Wallace Grevatt of the
Executive Committee of national CHE)
made its feelings about the affair very clear
to the council. But they told Gay News
afterwards that Mr Battersby had gone out
of his way to be helpful, and they hoped
that the next booking would go through
without the sort of fuss that had surrounded
the previous one.

have been!

We got on to the press office at County
Hall ana asked knc Blackbum which
particular committee dealt with Street
Aid's grant. He couldn’t tell us immediately,
he said, but did inform GN that the GLC
gave grants to organisations ““with no strings
attached. The organisation receiving the
grant is free to use the money as it likes.”
Who's pulling the wool over his eyes?

He called back a while later and told us
that he had been through to all the Council
committees likely to be responsible for the
provision of the grant. “No one is directly
involved with Street Aid,"” he said. He
advised us to contact the Tourist Board,
who he said were probably responsible for
giving the grant.

But we had been told differently and so
we contacted Street Aid again, to see if
they could remember who had signed the
GLC letter to the Tourist Board.

From memory, one of the staff told us
that he thought it was a Mr Huntley, who
on further investigation at County Hall
turned out to be D H P Huntley, the GLC’s
Planning Committee Qlerk.

Whether Mr Huntley had a touch of
amnesia at the exact moment we phoned
him we're not sure, but when first asked
about a grant going from the GLC to Street
Aid, he informed us that this was given by
the Tourist Board.

We told him that was not what we had
heard and asked whether he knew anything
about censorship of Use /¢!

No, he didn’t! So then we told him that
he had signed the letter from the GLC
Planning Committee, which had spoken of
the offence that was being caused by
certain items in the info-sheet.

That jogged his memory! “Oh yes, there
were certain things that members of the
Council [ meaning the Committee) didn't
like,” he said. And afterwards a letter had
gone to the Tourist Board, asking them to
ensure that these items be left out. *“The
letter came from me,” he admitted.

He added hastily that the decision had
been made by committee members. “I was
not party to the discussion.”

We asked if there was anyone we could
talk to who could give us information on

the discussion, but Mr Huntley didn't know

anything about that.

It seems that, unless pressed, Mr Huntley 1

knows very little at all.

onentation.

By the time this issue of GN appears the
election could be oaly just over a month
away. So there is a lot of work to be done
now—hundreds of coyering letters to be
typed and envelopes to be prepared so that
they can all be sent off the minute the
election is announced; then following up
non-repliers by phone or by personal visit.

If you can help in any of this work
(whether you are in CHE or not) please drop
me a line now c/o CHE national office (or
leave a phone message there) preferably
giving a phone number and the sort of times
you can be contacted, so that | can put you
in touch with whoever is handling your area.
It’s in the interests of all gay peopic 10
support this exercise—and if you’re not
going to do any work on it, please send us
some money instead!

raul Temperton
CHE EC

After~hours drinking at
gay disco

LONDON: When police raided a gay disco
at the Peacock Diners’ Club in Old Bromp-
ton Road, Chelsea, they found that drinks
were being sold outside licensed hours.

This was stated at Marlborough Street
Court, when one of the licence holders,
Ramon Nante, of Mitre Road, Lambeth,
pleaded guilty to summonses for selling
liquor to persons not permitted and
supplying drink after hours.

Nante explained that he had been told
over the phone by his solicitors that he was
able to open for three hours during the
afternoon. In fact, when the police entered
at 4.40pm he believed he was within the
terms of the licence.

He added that the whole incident was a
misunderstanding and he had since
surrendered the licence. He was ordered to
pay fines totally £150.

Anne Reeburn—-new job
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Harrogate b
says noto
CHE

HARP.OGATE: Campaign for Homosexual
Equality is already running up against
opposition to its next annual conference.

The organisation put in a request to
Harrogate District Council, asking if°it was
possible to hold the 1975 conference in
the town, which is among the top league
of British venues for such gatherings.

The application was considered at com-
mittee level and a recommendation that
it be turned down was subsequently sub-
mitted to a meeting of the full council.

Clir John Marshall attended the full
meeting and told of the tremendous success
of this year's Malvern conference, putting
forward an argument that Harrogate should
extend an invitation to CHE.

Unfortunately, the majority of coun-
cillors was against such an invitation—only
four members out of a total of 60 voted
against the committee recommendation.

What really angered John was the fact
that the discussion took place in private,
after the press and general public had been
excluded. He asked the Chief Executive
why this was, and the official replied that
if the Council even mentioned the word
“homosexual™ in a public debate it would
incur odium.

John told Gay News: ‘“The councillors
were like a lot of old maids—they were very
Cinua..as8tu at having to tAIKabott it
atall.”

North London alerted

LONDON: Determined to get themselves
noticed, North London CHE are mounting
a vigorous publicity campaign to attract the
attention of MPs, educational establish-
ments and newspapers in their area.

Robert Price is contacting people in the
area to explain what the group is doing and
what it hopes to achieve. Members have
offered to address meetings and organisa-
tions who would be interested in hearing
from them.

They will shortly be announcing plans
for a ‘care’ agency to cater for gays in the
area who may have particular problems
they wish to discuss.

Brighton conference

BRIGHTON: Following the CHE Activist
conference decision to hold a workshop on
trade unions and employment, the Brighton
CHE group have decided to hold a con-
ference on this subject in their town.

The actual date has not yet been finalised,
but it will be sometime in September. Any-
one interested is asked to contact the chair-
man of the Brighton group, Graham Wilkin-
son, at 3A Montpelier Villas, Brighton.

New Home for Woman

LONDON: Alida Baxter, writing in the
latest issue of Forum about women's
magazines, says ““The day when [ open a
women"s magazine and a free sex aid falls
out instead of a little plastic gadget for
smoothing off cake-icing, I'll know that
cultural revolution has finally arrived.”

And scarcely was the ink dry on the
paper when Woman announced that the
new incumbent of their ‘Evelyn Home'
column was to be none other than Anna
Raebum, Forum Projects Editor.

Anna, who was featured back in GN26,
is not noted for her sponsorship of little
plastic icing smoothers.
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'Labour man challenges

'Edinburgh vote

| EDINBURGH: Labour Cllr Tom McGregor
| says there is “every chance” that he will
challenge the decision of Edinburgh Coun-
cil to deny the Intemational Gay Rights
Congress a civic reception. Such a challenge
| would be made at the next full meeting of
! the council in October.

Tom McGregor's motion calling for a
reception was defeated by a narrow mar-
gin of 32 votes to 29. His speech in favour
of the motion was brief. During the twenty
ycars he had served as a councillor, there
had been many conferences held in the
city, but “so far as my memory serves, we
have never refused some form of civic
hospitality.” He had hoped that the debate
would simply be about the principle of
whether or not to hold civic welcomes, but
“certain biased and prejudiced remarks"’
had turned the matter into a debate on the
pros and cons of homosexuality. “*We must
discuss the matter . . . there are rcal human
problems to be debated.”

Bailie Ms Phyllis Herriot, also Labour,
seconded the motion. “We must highlight
the inadequacies of our legal structure,”
she said. Not to hold a civic reception would
be “discrimination.”

Conservative Clir Malcolm Knox,
assuming that the conference was organised
by the students association (which it is
not), said that it was “'a typically irrespon-
sible act’ on the part of the students to ask
for a civic reception, 1 candidly do not
beliéve that these people are welcome in
our city."”

Nor did Tory Clir Betts-Brown. “It is
one thing to offer protection against a
misfortune,” he said. "It is quite another
to give an accolade. | hope this Congress
will achieve one of its stated aims-to bring
understanding to an unfortunate minority."
Describing gays as “misfits’ he thanked

| God that “we are all normal here.”

One Tory Councillor who had the
courage to defy the under-the-counter,
three-line whip applied by party leader
Brian Meek, was an Episcopalian priest, the
Rev Gordon Reid. *‘l have no doubt about
the merits of trade unions and of big
business in many ways, but | think the
immorality practised by both those groups
is far greater than any immorality on the
part of homosexuals. For God's sake, and
] mean that in its literal sense, welcome
this congress."

S0 councillors out of a possible 69 had
listened to the debate; 63 actually voted.
Although voting went maifly along party
lines, a number of Labour councillors did
not take part in the vote, one or two voted
with the Conservatives, and the motion
was therefore lost, even though the Labour
party has an overall majorily in the council.
" Clir Reid reacted swiftly to the defeat.
He telephone the news to the Bishop of
Edinburgh, Kenneth Carey, and persuaded

HOLLAND: As a positive outcome of the
International Gay Scene fringe meeting
held at the Malvern Campaign for Homo-
sexual Equality conference, a copy of the
Speyer Report has been received by CHE
from the Dutch homosexual organisation,
COC.

This report was the basis of the success-
ful Dutch law reform, which took place in
1970, and has since been used as such in
Norway and Denmark. COC now hope that
CHE can use the information within the
framework of their law reform demands.

The report itself is a lengthy treatise
29 pages in all—which deals with the pros
and cons of the withdrawal of Article 248
Bis of the Dutch penal code. The report is
prefaced by an explanatory memorandum
written by CHF Polak (then Dutch Minister
of Justice) recommending its acceptance.

This statute, before being quashed, read:
“An adult who commits a sexual offence
with a minor [16 to 21 years] of the same
sex, whose minority he knows or should
reasonably suspect, shall be punished with
a prison sentence for a maximum period of
four years.”

Ko Sterken, general chairman of COC,

-jmforms us that at the time that the para-
graph was withdrawn it was already almost
_totally neglected. Student working groups
‘amhomosexuality had been started in 1968
‘with members of 18 years and upwards, and
the COC had members at that time of 16.
Now the Dutch organisation has no age
limit at all.

The report was prepared by a committee,
Jed by Prof Dr N Speyer, Professor in Social
Psychiatry of the state University of Ley-

don. The committee unanimously agreed:

\ that there is no objection of a medical-

o

.Labour’s Tom McGregor backs Congress

----------------------------------------

him to hold a reception for the delegates,
to which all other churches would be invited
to act as co-hosts.

But the congress organisers themselves
moved in and said if the council would not
hold a reception for them, they would
arrange their own reception, and they
would be inviting all town councillors to
come. Clir Reid said that if such a reception
took place, he would very much like to
be invited, and would contact other
churches to get them to send
representatives.

Congress organiser Derek Ogg told Gay
News that he was feeling “very buoyant
just now. Things have gone very well for us
and, while we were naturally disappointed
with the council's decision, we are delighted
with this new initiative from the churches.
We will be glad to have them along.”

The organisers have also announced that
the date for the conference has been
brought forward. Too many local hotels
will be closed between Christmas and the
New Year, so congress will now run from
Wednesday December 18 (reception at
9.00pm) until Sunday December 22.

Donations can be made by bank giro to
the International Gay Rights Congress 1974
account at the Bank of Scotland’s Head
Office, The Mound, Edinburgh, a/c no.
0045798S.

Robert Roth, of the American Gay
Activist Alliance of New York, said he was
certain that the GAA would be represented.
He though that Bruce Voeller would try and
attend. Johannes Werres' German gay press
service ‘Gay News' is also publicising the
event in his country.

Dutch law reform report

hygienic and psycho-social nature against
the abolition of Article 248 Bis of the penal
code and that, on the contrary, many
advantages can be cited for the abolition

of this article.”

Of the fifteen professors consulted on
the issue, only one was in favour of the
retention of the article.

Two arguments brought for its with-
drawal by the parliamentary bills committee
were: (a) By maintaining the article, the
possibility of blackmail is encouraged,
whilst conversely, these blackmail oppor-
tunities may tempt youngsters to provoke
adults to commit homosexual acts. More-
over, this situation encourages violence,
robbery and theft, of which elder homo-
sexuals become the victim; (b) There is no
clear reason to protect homosexual young
people between the ages of 16 and 21 toa
greater extent than the heterosexual young
people.

A considerable proportion of the ;
Speyer Report is devoted to discussing the
acceptability of the 16 year age limit.

It comes to the conclusion that a young
person of 16 is quite capable of forming
her or his own opinion, not least con-
cerning sexual actions. Moreover, especially
in the case of homosexuality, it must be
assumed that by the age of sixteen, a per-
manent propenaity das already been estab-
lished in the greetmmajority of cases.

This statement dispels the common fear
that a heterosexual youngster could be
diverted by “seducation” into permanent
homosexuality. Based on these considera-
tions, the report committee concludes that,
generally speaking, a minor of 16 years and
older will not be made a homosexual by
homosexual contact.

Kilts,critics &
‘queers’

LONDON: Another nasty piece of tittle-
tattle has appeared in the infamous Daily
Express.

F Richardson, of Enfield, wrote to the
paper’'s TV critic, James Murray, challenging
his remarks about the recent CHE television
programme.

Mr Murray had wondered if homosexuals

| needed a whole hour of television to present

their case.

The writer assures the critic that they
do-and a lot more too, “becuase it is TV
that is largely responsible for the tendency

to make fun of ‘queers’.

*“Through knowing a homosexual, I have
realised the hostility and subsequent suffer-

' ing that society still inflicts on such people.

TV has a lot to answer for in building up
this ignorant, biased viewpoint."
The celebrated Mr Murray replies: “The

§ human race has been taking the mickey out

of homosexuals since the beginning of time.
Mothers-in-law and short, fat people with
hairy legs are also food and drink to comics.
As a Scotsman | come in for a certain
amount of leg-pulling about what | wear
under my kilt. But I'm not asking for a
valuable hour of TV time to explain to the
insensitive public how I cry myself to sleep
every night.”

Well! We're not at all concerned what
Mr Murray wears under his kilt, it's what
goes on under his cap that worries us . . .

YL gay seminar
under fire

BRIDPORT: Steve Atack. the gay rights
organiser. of the Young Liberals Executive,
is to lead a discussion seminar arranged by
Bridport Young Liberals, on bringing homo-
sexuality into school sex lessons.

The local secretary, Julia Saunders-
White explained: “We hope that through
bringing this into the open we can destroy
the Victorian attitude so many people have
towards homosexuals."™

In their campaign, the Young Liberals
are aware that they face considerable
criticism. The Chairman of the senidr
branch, Andy Bell, has said that gays can
very well campaign for themselves. "They
do not require a political organisation to
campaign for them.”

Local criticism has already been ex-
perienced. Chairman of the Bridport and
District Council of Churches, Rev E J
Webb, said he was not aware a discussion
session had been arranged. His council had
debated this subject earlier when it was
felt the campnig,n aimed at seeking publicity.

“Personally,” Mr Webb stated, **| would
not regard this as very favourable publicity."”

Preparing for the evening which the
group hopes will be “exciting and fruitful,”
Julia Saunders-White indicated concern felt
by members on discrimination—*‘whether
it be race, religion, sex or sexual habit,”
she concluded.

Wherefore art
thou Romeo?

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON: According to
Martin Seymour-Smith, writing in the
British Journal of Sexual Medicine, Shake-
speare was no homosexual, but the Bard did
have a physical relationship with a man.

Mr Seymour-Smith has been looking at
claims that 126 of Shakespeare's 154 love
sonnets were written to a boy. He has con-
cluded that Shakespeare was "'a hetero-
sexual who, suddenly and to his own shock
and surprise, found himself the victim of
homosexual passion.”

And not only was the Bard prey to the
passion, Mr Seymour-Smith says. He
actually succumbed--around sonnets 34-36.

Today, at least, we need not be shocked
at Shakespeare’s behaviour, Mr Seymour-
Smith says. Indeed he sees Shakespeare as
*“a pioneer in the exploration of that most
cnigmatic of alF manifestations: human
sexuality.”

And after “‘his one slip™ [our italics],
Shakespeare does write the last 28 sonnets
to a woman.

We presume that makes it all right,
in Mr Seymour-Smith’s eyes.

Gay holidays
from CHE

MANCHESTER: CHE has launched the

first of its new services for members. Called
CHE Travel Service, or CHETS for short, the
service is offering a comprehensive pro-
gramme of winter holidays designed for

gay men and women.

With prices starting at £32, the holidays
range from weekends in Paris, Amsterdam
and Copenhagen, to a week in Benidorm
and a New Yecar's Eve cruise to Hamburg.
The first holiday begins on November 1.

Commenting on the new service, Barry
Jackson CHE Travel Coordinator said “CHE
isn't all serious campaigning and pressurising.
We want our members to have fun and be
able to relax and enjoy themselves as openly
as they like. | think Malvern was the first
step in showing the new face of CHE; there,
people could actively politicise or have a
relaxing holiday weckend or a combination
of both.

*“Up till now, the only gay holidays
available have largely been exploitative
and rip-offs. Now one of the homophile
organisations itself is offering a pro-
gramme which is designed by gays for gays.
What's more, any profits made will go back
to CHE rather than into shareholders’
pockets!”

CHETS have produced an attractive
brochure which details all the features of
the various holidays and which points out
that it is Britain's first exclusively gay
travel service. Another ‘plus’ of the CHETS
weekends is that departures are from Man-
chester, Birmingham and Edinburgh as well
as London. They are run in conjunction
with British Airways who have helped with
the printing of the brochure. Summer
holidays and holidays in Britain are already
being planned also.

Glad to have gays

GRAVESEND: Pubs are there to make
money. Gay pubs are there to make more
money than most. The simple facts of life.
The most nauseating thing about the
brewery trade is the way in which company
executives in recent years have treated their
gay customers. We are told at the paper
that ““we won't have that sort of person in

| our pubs,” when the same company ia

¢oining ¥t hand over fist in their crowded
gy barm,

Which is why a recent article in Truman
Times comes as something of a breath of
fresh air. The piece features The Keat in
Gravesend High Street. "Doris Gamman and
The Kent are known all over the, world, not
only as a very friendly pub where no out-
sider stays outsade for long, but also as a
gay pub. Dons says: ‘I like their trade,
they re fantastic spenders, and they'd do
anything for you.” In fact the dancing part
of the bar is decorated with modern dis-
play sculptures provided by one of these
customers.”

Nothing remarkable about that —until
you consider the track record of other
breweries who have cropped up in Gay
News before.

Britain’s First
GAY SWITCHBOARD

01 8377324

(2 LINES)
Your hot-line
to the gey community
What. when, how, where
Every evening 6.00 to 10.30

\Ae \
BOBEY'S
PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE
Bed & Breakfast served till noen
Colour TV in lounge. '
50 Egremont Place
Brighton
Sussex
Tel: Brighton 683961

Easy Reach of Station
Close to Seafront, Bars and Clubs
Personal Attention Friendly Atmosphere
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Dublin Special
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SOUTHERN IRELAND: This two-page
special feature is the second part of Gay
News ' report on the gay situation in Ireland.
This time we are concentrating on the

irish Republic. Denis Lemeon and Jeff
Grace spent four days in Dublin talking to
the people who are involved in the gay
movements over there, in an attempt to
understand and hopefully to convey to our
readers just what sort of struggle our Irish
sisters and brothers are engaged in.

Therefore, the other articles on these
pages are basically interviews with those
people who are working on gay rights issues
and the sexual freedoms movement in
general.

Let us start with basics—the population
of Eire is about two and three-quarter
million. Of this number, three-quarters of
a million people live in the capital, Dublin.
This city appears to be the gay mecca of
the province, attracting people from around
the country, in much the same way as
'London attracts gays from all over the
British Isles.

One of the greatest problems which
besets the Irish gay population is that of
isolation. It is a large country, and for
un-come-out gays living in small villages on
the west coast, their problems must seem
insurmountable.

The law, of course, is similar to that
which exists in Scotland and Northern
Ireland. Homosexuality is outlawed totally
and even consenting adults are liable to
heavy fines and prison sentences, although
it scems that the guardians of the law turn
a blind eye orare not aware of what is
going on.

But it is the Church- predominantly

the Catholic Church-- which has the sexual
freedom of the country within its grip. Not
only is this a gay problem but it encom-
passes the heterosexual worldas well. The
Church has not lost its hold on the people
of Eire and the ideology that sex is not to
be enjoyed still prevails. Each person that
we spoke to agreed with this and blamed
the Church for the medieval atmosphere,
still lingering over the province.

The press can also take part blame for
the ignorant and bigoted attitudes which
hold strong. Two of the country's national
newspapers—the Irish Press and the Irish
Independent--do not recognise that the
word ‘homosexual” exists and. continually
refuse to run stories about the gay
organisations.

However, the most liberal of the
country’s journals, the /rish Times, does
recognise the existence of gays and will
print articles relating to their activities.
Indeed, while in Dublin Denis was inter-
viewed by a staff reporter and the resuitant
quarter-page article was fair and construc-
tive. He was pleased and a little surprised to
find that his comments had not been sub-
edited out of all recognition.

The stifling social climate takes its toll
too within the organisations. Our roving
reporters were made aware that there has
been considerable in-fighting and bickering
amongst members of the various organisa-
tions. These we have tried to ignore as
much as possible in the following articles,
in order that the factual information about
the history of the gay movement and what
is actually happening now is the dominant
theme.

In any case, the gay rights fight in Eire
is still very young and inexperienced and

almost all sexual nghts organisations around
the world seem to have gone through an
initial teething period.

And it now seems, with the emergence
of the Irish Gay Rights Movement, that
gay people, with the one common interest
of being gay, are getting together. One of
the most important developments is the
proposed gay switchboard, and we cannot
stress too strongly what a real and positive
contribution this will be to the movement
once it has been set up and is in operation.

Denis and Jeff also noticed tension and
some animosity in the city generally. Their
last night in Dublin was eventful, with
three unrelated incidents which illustrate
just that. The first was while Denis was
having dinner with a group of gay brothers.
A heated discussion broke out and one of
the party physically threatened another
and the matter almost became a fist-fight.

Then, later in the evening a party of
gays, including Denis and Jeff were thrown
out of a pub which has quite a large gay
clientele. They were evicted with the
words: **We don't want any of you lot in
here.™

And the evening culminated in our
reporters and some friends being witness to
a brawl in which an innocent by-stander
got pushed to the ground and knocked
unconscious. The gay link here is that one
of the three guys involved in the fight was
being accused of being ‘“‘queer” by the
other two.

The gay social scene in Dublin is, by
English terms, pretty bleak also. The three
gay pubs that our team visited seemed to
be predominantly straight. It was the disco
that appeared to be the only public venue
where a free, liberated atmosphere

Eire: A long,hard struggle ahead

predominated.

This was refreshing, as was the wine and
cheese party held over the weekend by
IGRM. The movement organised the party
at short notice because they had had
several enquiries from people new to the
gay scene (the disco basically), who wanted
to know more about the movement. Out
of the party, held in one of the members’
home, several definite pledges of support
resulted.

So, to sum up, as far as sexual matters
in Eire are concerned, things have stood
still for many hundreds of years, and this
is largely due to the attitude of the Church.

Therefore, to fight on homosexual,
contraception or abortion issues is very
difficult. There is a long and hard struggle
ahead for those people advocating any
change at all.

Despite the fact that much of the scene
appears to be disorganised and rather
depressing, there are a number of cour-
ageous, totally<committed people who are
fighting very hard for the oppressed gay
population. And this is in spite of the fact
that many of their brothers and sisters
have not extended them their support.
Indeed, many ‘escape’ to Britain and our
slightly more rclaxed sexual climate.

We take this opportunity to thank all
the people the Gay News team met while
on their trips to Ireland. The hospitality
was tremendous.

We must ensure that we give our gay
brothers and sisters in Ireland our moral
support and take an active interest in their
struggle. Remember—it wasn't so long ago
that we were in the exact same situation!

sk

DUBLIN: Tracing the origins of the gay
movement in Dublin could cause any out-
sider quite a headache. for the beginnings—
if not actually shrouded in mystery- are
confused to say the least.

Gay News spoke to Alan Gibson, who
was the first person in Southemn Ireland to
contact the Campaign for Homosexual
Equality in England. This was in May 1973,
and out of that first enquiry a CHE group
was convened.

Alan says his reason for initially con-
tacting CHE was because there was no gay
organisation at all in Eire at that time. |
knew there were several members of CHE
England in Ireland and we called a meeting
to see if there was any interest in forming
an lrish group.”

There was little response to this meeting,
but it became clear than an Irish organisa-
tion was what was wanted. “'Let’s be
nationalistic - Ireland is a different country,”
said Alan.

The CHE group, however, didn’t really
run- “we got together but nothing
happened.™

Then, an organisation called the Sexual
Liberation Movement was set up in Trinity
University, Dublin, this being as a result of
the conference held in Coleraine in
October 1973.

Edmund Lynch, who has been involved
with gay liberation in Dublin since the
outset, explained that a lot of the people
who attended SLM meetings were gay,
although it ran as a broadly-based organisa-
tion tackling sexual attitudes in general. A
symposium was held in February 1974,
sponsored by SLM in Tnnity, at which Rose
Robertson was a guest speaker.

“SLM is composed of 90 per cent non-
students even though it emerged from
Trinity,” said Edmund.

Later the Union for Sexual Freedoms
in Ireland was formed, to extend to both
North and Southem Ireland. The whole
idea of this organisation came originally
from Dublin.

Edmund explained that he was one of
the chief architects of this movement, but
when he met the steering committee he
discovered that he was the only one who
wanted it as a totally gay organisation.

What had evolved out of meetings of
USFI, said Alan, was that there was a general
feeling within the Union that it was an
“umbrella organisation” - rather like the
Qivil Liberties group in and

Edmund told us: *'] see USFl.as a talking
shop, a liaison committee between all the
other minority groups.” "

He further told us that in early June a
new organisation had been set up in
Dublin--the Irish Gay Rights Movement--
which had come out of the realisation of
some SLM members that there was a need
for an exclusively gay rights movement.

“IGRM is an independent organisation,
but we are applying for observer status
within USFL." When asked whether IGRM

would affiliate itselt to CHE, Edmund, who
Qﬂ us he was speaking for the new organi-

Gay rights-history
& emergence of IGRM

sation's caretaker committee, said that the
movement would certainly cooperate with
the English Campaign.

Asked about the membership of the
various organisations, Alan told GN that
there were about 40 people that he knew
of who were CHE members. SLM didn’t
have membership as such- people just
drifted in and out of meetings.

“In the beginning [of SLM] ™ said
Edmund, ‘there were about 40, then it
gradually dropped to about 10 and the
girls decided to leave it, in the same way as
they disaffiliated themselves from USF1.”

| e
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has about 24 members “‘but we've only
been in existence six weeks.” The organisa-
tion intends to have subscriptions and will
try to encourage-people to join the Move-
ment at social functions, which include a
weekly disco.

The constitution of the organisation has
yet to be drawn up, although a working
document has been circulated to gays,
explaining the policy and aims of the
Movement.

Fundamentally, the Movement is to
work on different fronts to improve the
present situation of gay women and men by
obtaining basic human rights as citizens of
the state of Eire. To help achieve this,
six working groups have been set up under
the following headings: legal reform,
educational, branch promotion and liaison,
media, CARA, the telephone information/
befriending service, and social activities.

Funds are being obtained from the discos
at present and will hopefully come from
subscriptions in the future. The money
being made at the moment is to go to setting
up the telephone service and to run
IGRM'’s office. The movement has premises
suitable for the office and telephone
saxvice, but these have not been occupied
yet.

The telephon not yet been installed,
as the area whe € premuiscs are situated
has no free lines available. But it s hoped
that this service will start in the very near
future.

Already the organisation of the phone
service has been worked out and members
of the clergy (all-important in lreland) and
the medical profession have been approached

and have assured their support and assistance} =

David Norris: gay lecturer

DUBLIN: David Norris, who is semor
lecturer at Trinity College, the University
of Dublin, is quite a character. He came
out as gay some time back and is now
involved in all the organisations which are
working in Eire at the moment.

His brief within the Irish Gay Rights
Movement is concerned with education and
law and he still attends meetings of the
Sexual Liberation Movement and takes part
in their activities. Indeed he went along to
the demonstration which was organised to
mark the world day of protest against the
treatment of Irish homosexuals outside the
Department of Justice in Dublin.

Talking of the gay library which IGRM
intends to set up at its office, David told
Gay News that he felt this idea was a good
one. “We need it and there has been quite
a good response.”™

He explained that there was a complete
and utter ban imposed on gay books. Even
within the University, students could only
get books which were considered to be in
some way erotic by making a special
request to the chief librarian.

Peculiar situations arose where the
library banned a particular book, yet the
same book in paperback form could be
found on bookstalls in the city. David had
enquired why this was and had found out
that it was just the hardback editions that
were banned.

““The censorship act is falling to pieces
because of the paperback revolution and
the censors cannot keep up with the reading
they have to do.”

David championed the concept of a
purely gay organisation. He told us that he
thought it idiotic that gays within SLM
were fighting the contraception issue.

“First we must define our own aims,
then we can lend our support to other
things.” he said.

The root of the problem in Eire, went
on David, was the fact that the Catholic
Church controlled sexual matters. And
when the Church put out any sort of state-
ment relating to sexuality, it bunched

her all the areas of oppression—-homo-
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sexuality, abortion, contraception etc. So
1t was in‘the gay community's interest that
the gay organisations should k