NEW AGTION BRIGADE

LONDON: The Campaign for Homosexual Equality will soon have a well-oiled
war-machine. if members agree to the proposals put to the CHE National
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Council held recently in London.

At the heart of the plan will be a register
of CHE Activists. This list will contain the
names, addresses and telephone numbers of
those who are prepared to work publicly for
the campaign, together with details of any
skills the activists might have which would
be of particular value (broadcasting exper-
ience, public relations, etc).

At the same time, pressure would be
taken off those for whom CHE is a social
organisation, enabling them to meet other
homosexuals in a more relaxed atmosphere
than you can find in gay pubs and clubs and
other traditional gay meeting places.

The move is intended to avoid the split
threatencd in the organisation recently be-
tween activists and non-activists. For some
time there has been mutual criticism by the
two sides, non-activists saying that the more
militant members are rocking the boat, and
the activists countering that CHE calls itsclf
a campaign and more people should be out
doing cxactly that.

Both parts of CHE's work are seen to be
of equal valuc by the pcople who proposed
the new scheme. On one side they sec the
nced for a very tightly-knit and efficient
nucleus of maybe 200 or so activists pre-
pared to confront hostile sections of the
public. On the other, they want 1o see an
attractive members’ organisation offering gay
people a real alternative to the present
commercial scene: And they hope to cater
for women who in the past have been largely
ignored by private enterprise. Thus there are
plans afoot for things like package holidays
(where tour organisers won't raise their eye-
brows when two women or two men ask for
a room with a double bed), arranging ex-
changes with foreign gay organisations, and
generally trying to widen the horizons of
the traditional gay scene.

It was recognised that a prime function
of CHE was 1o offer friendship and support
to individuals who had not yet fully come to

Glenys Parry of CHE
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“A DIFFERENT JOURNEY TO THE SAME END"

terms with being gay. A great deal of strength
could be got from the encouragement of a
local group. The plans for extending the
social side of the campaign would assist
members to offer more help in this particular
arca.

As far as activist plans were concerned,
there were a number of roles for the group to
play. First of all, Manchester office needed
a list of people who could be called on at
short notice to carry out speaking jobs. If a
radio station called to try to get someone for
a programme going out the same evening,
CHE should not be caught out as it had been
in the past, but should be able to get on the
phone to make sure that there was some-
body in that studio and that the oppor-
tunity was not missed.

Second, where there were incidents of
prejudice or discrimination against gay
people. then CHE should be able to jump in
straight away to make its presence felt. If
the press or broadcasters published anti-gay
matter, the people responsible should receive
a full post bag of protest letters immediately,
If a gay was kicked out of a job, the com-
pany concerned should be picketed. Con-
stant anti-gay prejudice on radio or television
programmes could be dealt with American-
style by zapping the studios.

Third, the group of activists would also be
uscful internally. They could help with
setting up new local groups, would be able
to promote a CHE literature of discussions,

Gay Switchboard
Dial 01_8377174

analyses, research, information into gay and
related issues. They are also very clear that
the activist group is not a separale group
that meets in one place regularly. but is a
nationwide network of workers— people who
could remain members of their own local
group and work within that group. In this
way the threatened split could best be
avoided. And by working within a local
group, activists might act as a catalyst and
attract others in the group to come out and
join in the campaign.

Last ycar. David Bell, Howarth Penny
and Glenys Parry wrote a paper (as indivi-
duals, rather than as members of the execu-
tive committee) called *CHE . . . The End”
in which they argued the case for forming
the new activists group, and at the same time
going all out for mass membership for the
larger organisation,

This was followed by a second paper
called ‘CHE Activists . . . The Beginning?’
in which they put forward more details,
following discussions privately with the
executive commiltee and further discussion
between Howarth, Glenys. David and Liz
Stanley themselves.

It was basically_these idecas which were
put to the National Council in London. and
the scheme received overwhelming support
in principle from delegates, though every-
body is anxious to sec fuller details of what
the sponsors have in mind. Details will be
ready in time for the Malvern conference,
when all members of CHE will have the
chance to vote on the proposals.
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LONDON: Pictured above are some of the faces behind the voices you will hear every night
between 6.00 and 10.30 on the Gay Switchboard telephone. They were gathered at the
University of London Union for a press conference to launch the project.

Only tl lays later, Mer t ncerned a lot to work on in the future.
were getti wn to the real w A number of those who phoned did so to
actuallv running the service offer help in answering the phone, and

At present, people who want others asked where they could send dona-

a with some problem, wi tions to. Both kinds of help are still very
referre meone suitably qualified and badly needed, say the switchboard volun-
experien But t rganisers hope that teers, and they were very grateful for the
su juest W my nearest gay offers. They hope they will get more. Do-
pu t group near me for nations should be sent to Gay Switc rd,
lesbian they will able to provide quick |Box 69, S Cal in Re L NI
information for. Of irse, their success in and you can volunte er t Ip phones
this dep. /ery mu the tan by ring swit rd during it
that en them ¢t 1 gay groups. T workin irs (6.00 30pm)
l evert w muc} But beside were
informati possible about w r " mass of from | who were
doing, where they meet 0 t rd information. Or the most en-
are organising a gay event of som couraging featun Tim, was that many
Gay Switc rd f were f1 people living in the
1 tell about i many of v had never had any

Gay New 1em uj tact with tl y scene, either in pubs
they went into action. We ask n ‘ J in gay organisations. They had
(anonymously, of course!) if they heard about the service on the radio in most
please tell us the address and p cases (Radio London, London Broadcasting

f Gay News. They T ¥ an \pital had all given the scheme air-time).
it nght. Even down And they had decided to try phoning to see

Anyway, while we w we what it was all about. One call came through
asked them how the first night from Liverpool, so obviously the word is
Tim Perrott told us that the: getting abou .
fifty or sixty calls sinc ni So if there's anything you want to know,
had been surprised at ffe or anything you want ot[!er people to know
ent things they ha ke O about, phone 01-83° 4 seven nights a
mation system was really 1g stretched tc week, and the switchboard will do its best
the limits,” he said. But it has given every- to help.
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“C»s For Campaign

Well, after months of rumour and speculation, the
activists within CHE have published their proposals
for tightening up the effectiveness of the organisa-
tion's campaigning activities. And the proposals will
no doubt be welcomed by activists and non-activists
alike.

The proposals are by no means radical. They pose no
threat to CHE as it exists today. And yet there was a great
deal of anxietly about how they would be received. Because
of the recent polarisation within, into activists on the one
hand and non-activists on the other, the proposcs of the
Activists Register were afraid of two possible rcactions.

First, they did not want to be accuscd of ‘rocking the
boat’, an all-too-familiar cry from the closet, which runs
along the lines of “don’t makc a fuss in public about the
situation of homosexuals or you will upset straight people.”
This is a somewhat dictatorial attitude, and many would ob-.
ject to being told to stay in the closet and lcad quiet and
respectable double-lives pretending to be straight. But CHE
has always campaigned to some extent. The new plans are
merely an administrative move to improve efficicncy.

Secondly, and perhaps more justifiably, they were
anxious lest they were accused of creating a split in the
organisation. But a careful reading of the plans will allay
this suspicion. The activists will remain firmly attached to
local groups, they will not be forming a new group that
meets regularly in a separate place. The idea is to form a
network of communications so that CHE's man- and
woman-power can be used to best advantage.

And yet the fears were clearly there when the scheme
was presented to National Council. The first speaker was
over-apologetic. and the second launched into a lengthy,
selfjustifying harangue which threatened to alienate some
of the support that was clearly there. It is to be hoped that
the overwhelming vote in favour of the scheme in principle
will dispel the anxieties of those who propose the plan at
Malvern conference. The ideas need. and deserve, to be
offered to the membership with confidence and enthusiasm.

Besides improving the cffectiveness of CHE, there are
additional advantages to the plan. Far from splitting the
organisation, the net result may in fact be to cement over
the cracks that have been apparent recently. For many who
have not wished to campaign it has proved difficult in the
past. They have felt the need to justify their position, in the
face of constant pressure from more militant members to
get out and do something. And in this way a mutual
antagonism appears to have arisen. By recognising the two
functions of CHE, the militant and the socially-supportive,
everyone is offered a positive role. Everyone now has some-
thing to do, whether it is to help other gays within the
group who have not yet come to terms with their homo-
sexuality, or whether it is to get out into the public arcna
to challenge prejudice and discrimination.

Having welcomed the new ideas coming out of CHE, it
is worth remembering that the gay rights movement is only
half of the battle.

We have still to ask, not what is being done to gays by
society. but whp? You cannot change the What without
understanding the Why. The main source of answers to
these questions has been the Gay Liberation movement,
rather than the gay rights side. And it is vital to the success
of the whole gay movement that these questions continue
to be asked and argued about. The groups involved are
numerous, Gay Marxists, Radical Feminists, GLF groups
of every political hue. The critiques are diverse, theories of
sexism written from every political perspective continue to

be prepared and published. The saddest thing is that they
are all too often ignored by the gay rights movement. The
arguments involved are too complex to be slickly disposed
of in a half page of Gay News. They merit a different kind
of approach altogether. They certainly merit consideration.

Having said that, it would be unrealistic to expect CHE
to become the forum for this kind of exchange of ideas.
The ideas will remain the preserve of the radical gay groups.
So where do the two wings of the gay movement come
together?

1t could be argued that gay activists working on gay
rights causes are upsctting the public's complacency about
homosexuality, and in the long run contributing to the
undermining of general confidence in a society based on
false premises of male supremacy. This was clearly the
challenge posed by the radical feminists. And yet it is also
implicit in the activities of CHE.

What CHE and the gay rights movement must at least
be prepared to do is to grasp a basic understanding of sexist
critiques advanced, and avoid at all costs seeking reforms
for homosexuals which implicitly accept society's sexist
cthos. The women's campaign which they have launched is, ~
in this respect, far more important potentially than many
members may imagine. There is a great deal 1o be gained
from examining CHE's own attitudes in the past to women
members which have often seemed uncomfortably close to
the attitudes held by society at large.

In short, the London National Council at which both
the women's campaign and the activist plans were discussed

\allenglh‘was one of the most important CHE has ever held. J
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[ etters

Please note thet any letier received Dy us at
Goy News 15 hiable to be pud!ished uniess you
clearly state otherwise. Qwing to lack of
space, please keep your letters os briaf a5
possible. We regret that it may sometimes

be necessary 10 shorten your letters
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The Duty Of MPs
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London W2

Dear Gay News.

Your reporls on the reaction of the
leaders of the: three main political parties
indicate that they are 8ll of them wrong on
the sut)jact of homosexuality in our society.
1t Iz not. as they declare, a matter for
individual conacsnce and decision.

A Member of Parliament 15 the represent-
ative of all the peopie in his constituency
inrgspective of their. and his, politicsl
allegiance. A Government is responsible
for legislating and. in that legistation, for
having regard for the views and interests of
the minority as well as the maority,

Consequently it is the duty of MPs and
of the Government of the day to ensure
that no minority is subject 10 perseculron
or alienation. There are aspects of the
present situation which require reform and
there 13 nO need 10 underling 1o your
readers what they are. That is not 8 matter
of individual conscience so far as Parliament
13 concerned. |1 13 a question of social
justice.

The Campaign for Homosexual Equality
submitted an admirable questionnaire to all
the candidates at the General Election. 1t is
to be hoped that their answers will be
collated and made known. Whilst it is un-
hkely that Homosexual Law Reform will
find a place in immediate legisiation, in view
of the critical state of our national affairs,
it is imperative that those who are actively
fighting for this should continue the
struggle. We must, as Gaitskell said, fight
and fight and fight: and, as Churchill sard,
we shall never surrender.

lan Harvey

Ever So Liberal
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Farnworth
Bolton

Dear Gay News,

It 13 absolutely incredible that Jeremy
Thorpe should feed you that old rubbish
about homosexual law reform by claim-
ing that “it is not a subject for official
party policy.”

Mr Thorpe--who is a former member
of the Executive Committee of the Homo
sexual Law Reform Society—is perfectly
aware that Gay Rights have previousiy
featured as official Liberal Policy. Indeed.
the party was pledged to reform long
before the 1967 Sexual Offences Act.

A resolution calling for implementation
of the Wolfenden proposals was carried
overwheimingly at a meeting of the
Liberal Party Council held in London on
27 February 1965 and became official
party policy. Among those present and
voting in favour was Mr Jeremy Thorpe!

Thorpe's present unwillingness to
back further reform could be due ether
to limited vision or to the fact that
he feels himself to be a prisoner of the
high office which he now holds within
the party. If the Iatter is the case. it is
high time we had a further move from
the Liberal Party Council. Gay Liberals—
Right on!

Allan Horsfall
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‘Revolting” Ad

Surrey

Dear Gay News,

Is 1t really necessary for advertisements
in GN to contain such vulgar and tasteiess
photographs? | refer especially to the ad
on Page 15 in GN 41-'The Colt Album’. |
realise these adver lisements play a very
important part in making GN possible, but
to see them in almost every issue | find
qQuite revolting.

PLEASE PLEASE no more of this
rubbish!

All the best for the good you do in
producing an entertaining and informative
newspaper .

3 Chris Feeld

ED: What do other readers think?

Suppressed By The Law
Dear Gay News,

After the General Election, my hopes
are high that in the next Parliament some-
thing will be done for homosexual brothers
and sisters throughout Britain.

| speak as a gay brother who is directly
suppressed by the law. My present age is
eighteen (| have been a 100-per-cent gay
since puberty), and a1 the moment I'm
having a wonderful relationship with a man
much older than myself,

Throughout the relationship though,
there pervades feelings of anxiety and fear
of being "found out’ by the police; and the
consequences that would follow.

Surely the law must recognise that a
person’s sexuality is his or her own peroga-
tive to decide upon, and lower the age of
consent to 16? Surely it would be better to
have a well-adjustied gay rather than a
maladjusted eunuch?

Homosexuals like mysell are put into a
claustrophobic dilemma as to whether or
not they should keep to the law and remain
celebate till 21 (which is impossible in the
virile teens when one’s sexual libido is at
1ts peak). whether they should keep to the
law and try to ‘get it on” with the oppaosite
sex (which personally | would be quite
impotent at trying to do), or whether they
should break the law (being careful not to
be caught), and have a fantastic, beautiful,
passionate, caring and consummate relation-
ship with someone of their own sex (which
is what | am doing!).

1t is obvious that the latter would be
the choice anyone would make, as everyone
of us, whether we are gay or het or bi, needs
love, emotional security, and sexual outlet.

| remain anonymous at present, not
because I’'m unliberated, but because of the
law. and | finish by asking any other young
gay who has read this, to write lots of
lovely letters to GN about his or her worries
concerning the law. Bi-Love and Peace.

Anonymous

Sesessessesacscenrsensancencssssrssecns

So, Why Vote?
London N7
Desr Gay News.

The GLF’s support of the Labour Party,
a reported in GN41, contrasts rather
nterestingly with a point of view expressed
in “Spartacus’ (remember ‘Spartacus’?) at
the time of the 1970 election, ‘Spartacus’
was glad that the Tories got in, because
Labour had been adopting a progressively
more repressive and anti-homosexual
sttitude. Now what do you know? GLF
want Labour to win because of Tory

Surely all this means s that people are
using their homosexuslity as a justification
for political views that are held a priori?
Certainly for my part, as a confirmed ‘don’t
know' of many years standing, | can very
conveniently ‘resson’ that, since none of
the parties is likely to do much for homo-
sexuals. | shouldn’t vote for anyone. At any
rate, | didnt....

Yours apathetically.

Tony Jefferson
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i Look Beyond The Ghetto
Dear Gay News,
The election results, which show no real

, confidence in anyone, are to my mind
| symptomatic of the age in which we live.

An age that knows neither what it wants

nor where it is going.

This can be particularly true of the gay
scene. | fee! that so often guys have no cleesr
indication of what they really want in life

| bevond who to go to bed with for one night!

This 1s by no means intended to criti-
cise the scene. for | have olten teit this
way in the past. | myself am 29 and have
always been gay.

1 think that gays can often get into

i this butterfly-type existence by confining
‘ themselves entirely to the gay scens. So

many gays for example will only go drinking
| in gay pubs. | think that they should try to
make some friends and have some interests
outside the gay scene, for only when they
remember that they have their part to play
in the world outside the gay scene will they
ever get a8 more well-proportioned view of

hfe within it. Marvin Kennedy
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! Youth’s The Season

London NW10
Dear Gay News,

Regarding my letter in ““Troubled Water™
{GN39) and Phillip’s answer in GN41, may |
point out that of the current six CHE Music
Group concerts, threes require at least 60p
for admission, which is hardly " most of the
events cost the members nothing.” Even
cinemas have reduced prices for OQAPs, As
for transport, most of those | saw seemed
to have cars, while | had to leave an hour
before the concert 1o be sure of arriving
on time

The letter (atso in GNA1) by Mr George
Forster states the position of OQAPs exactly,
and | agree with everything he says. In John
Gay's ‘Beggars Opera’ there is a song which
goes “Youth’s the sesson made for joys™. and
again—""Let’s be gay while we may"*, which
certainly did not apply to those who were
young in pre-Wolfenden days. | think the
20-40-year-olds are slightly selfish,

L S JSired
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Icebreakers Impressive

Dear Gay News,

| very recently made a phone call to
Icebreskers. | had to prime my resolve with
aicohol.

The courtesy, helpfulness and light-
hearted optimism of the operator on call,
whose name was Peter, could not have been
more impressive. He was most polite and
forthcoming with both information and
optnions when solicited. If this is the usual
standard of the Icebreakers. | whole-
heartedly commend them to all, especially
to the sceptical, the difficult, those hoping
not to be scoffed at.

You must by now have had many
commendatory letters about them—mine is
rather special because | am 50 years old
and almost never find reasons 10 write
them.

'Aguecheek’
ED: Icebreakars are a group of gays who
offer a befriending/sdvice service for
solated homosexuasl men and women. They
als0 answer tha letters sent to GN's
‘Troubled Water’ column. To contact them

Buck Passing
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Milton Keynes
Bucks
Dear Gay News,

You asked us 1o write to Our Prospec-
tiva MPs {or their views on lowering the
age for consenting adults from 21 to 16,
and for legalising homosexuality in Scotland
and Ireland.

| receivad only one reply from Bill
Benyon who was later re-elected MP for
this area. His replies were

1. He was against lowering the age of

consent.

2. The people of Ulster and Scotland

musl decide.
This smacks of buck passing. How the hell
can the people decide il like the Common
Market they are never asked their views?
Catherine Kightly

Election Outcome Good For
Gayness
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Middiesex

Dear Gay News,

How lucky the election was called at
the time it was. how much better the
position is now than previously: how wrong
wes Gay News (41) to consider a govern-
ment with a clear majority would be best
for gay liberation!

It al! depends on the government. Better
to stay in one piace than move backwards.

The most important single result of
calling the election was that it put the kibosh
on the Cinematograph and Indecent Displays
Bill, which would have cramped the style
of Gay News and probably threstened its
very existence. Newsagents would have been
afrawd 10 stock it had the Bill become law.

When the dissolution of Parliament was
first expocted. in mid-January. this Bill had
nearly completed the committee stage. In
the next three weeks while Heath dithered,
the Bill went through all its remaining
stages in the Commons and couid have
recgived the royel assent.in a malter of
days. A big leap backwards was just saved-
by the gong.

My local Tory MP, Toby Jessel, a good
constituency member . told me candidly on
the eve of the poll: *| support this Bill.”
But in the new political situation there will
be no such Bill 10 support. Admittedly the
stalemate cuts both ways: at the moment
there can be no progressive legisiation either.

The continued publication and growing
sale of Gay News is the greatest single
asset of the gay liberation movement and s
of overriding importance to the gay popu-
iation. The economics of the newspaper
industry are a threat 1o the livelihood of all
working journalists. In the case of a young
publication like Gay News the difficulties
are far groater.

It 13 therefore the duty of all gay people
to support the paper to the grealesi possible
extent. to recognise that its staff can only
work for it at great personal sacrifice, and
to help safeguard its future. .

Of course the fight against gay oppression
is easier in Parliament when the Government
i3 stronger, but what good is a private
member’s Bill, except for some momentary
publicity, If the Tory Party is in power?
Despite the typically ambiguous replies that
Wilson may have given personally to Gay
News on the subject of gayness, the last
Wilson Government had many reforms to
its credit. Among other things, racial dis-
crimination became illegal—a cause with
which gay people have particular sympathy,
being concerned with a form of oppression
that is similar to their own.

Lord Brockway, when MP for Eton and
Slough during previous Tory administrations,
introduced his Racial Discrimination Bill
five times over, but it got no further than a
formal first reading. But the Wilson Govern-
ment, although lacking the courage to bring
in its own mesasures for the historic reforms
that were enacted. gave the all-important
Parliamentary facilities to the Iate Sydney
Silverman, for the ending of capital
punishment: to the Liberal David Steel, for
the Termination of Pregnancy 8ill, and to
Leo Abse for the first step forward in
legalising homosexuality —the monumental
advance that was necessary to pave the way
for the real reforms still to come.

Now 1s the breathing space in which to
prepare for the long struggles that lig ahead.
What {ools were those political comments-
tors who said the eleciorate would decide
the government for the next five years!

Heath packed it 1n after less than four years
of the last government, and anyone who
thinks the present government will last five
years wants his brains tested. The stalemate
could be foreseen the moment Hesth threw
in the sponge, despite the hysterscal Tory
boasting | backed my own poiitical judgment
with a bet at Ladbroke’s, which | won at a
handsome price.

The outcome of the election & as good
a8 could have been expected. The prospect

dovrectly, ring 01-274 9590 between 7.30
and 10.30 eny evening.

should improve before long.
Jock Ellis
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LONDON: Delighted by a number of
successes with its education campaign, the
Campaign for Homosexual Equality is to
turn its attention to the problem of gay
women.

The ‘problem’ in the first instance is
“where are they all?”” Women make up
little more than 10% of CHE's total mem-
bership, and clearly the organisation has not
yet begun to attract them in anything like
good enough numbers.

So two questions pose themselves. What
is it about CHE that puts women off, and
second, what is CHE going to do about it?

Lir Starley - CHE s Women's Ovganiser

Liz Stanley, the energetic women's
organiser of CHE, has compiled an invaluable
aid called simply enough *"Women's Campaign
Manual’. It aims to do three things, says
Liz. First, to provide basic information
about gay women, their problems, their
needs, their ambitions. Second, it highlights
certain special topics of major concern to
women and sheds some light on them for
the uninformed gay male-gay women with
children for instance, bisexuality in women
which scems to be far more common than is
bisexuality in men with society structured
as it is at present. And thirdly, perhaps
most importantly, it suggests courses of
action for CHE groups to take, in order to
provide (acilities for women who might
want to join.

The publication of the manual follows a
resolution passed at last April's CHE con-
ference, in which the members recognised
that they had falien down on the job of
attracting women to the campaign and
agreed to work harder in future to provide
for them.

[ —

LANCASTER: Anthony Craig, a 26-year-old
labourer from Blackburn, was sentenced to
life imprisonment at Lancaster Crown Court
for the murder of John Kirby (see report

in GN 36).

Passing sentence, Mr Justice Milmo told
Craig: *You have been convicted of a par-
ticularly brutal murder, a murder which
arose out of your plan to roll a queer, as the
phrase goes. I can find no mitigating cir-
cumstances.”

It had taken the all-male jury three-
quarters of an hour to reach their verdict
at the end of the five-day trial.

Anthony Craig had pleaded not guilty
to the murder of 32-year-old accountant Joh
Kirby, whose battered body was fouad early
last November in Corporation Park, Burnley,
a local cruising area.

Mr Ivor Taylor QC, for the Crown, said
that Craig had *“poured out his heart” to
police officers while he was being held in the
cells, and had confessed to the murder. Craig
had met Kirby in the town: *‘He tapped me
up in King Street and | only meant to rob
him."” Craig was seen entering Corporation
Park by a police constable. The constable
said there was a man with him, but he could
not recognise him because he had been
shielded by Craig.

In the park, Craig said, Kirby had “kicked
up rough and hit me in the eye,” when Craig
had demanded £5 from him. *1 Lit him with
a brick and he went down on the ground ard
1 took 2p off him.

““As he lay there | started off down the
park and then | realised that he would recog-
nise me again. | went back and hit him on
the head with a large stone.

**| guess | panicked. If | had kept my

mouth shut, they would never have been able
Q) prove it.”

GayWomen
~TheBigCampaign

Life ForGayMurder-

The manual has taken a long time to
produce, says Liz Stanley, “because group
leaders didn’t give it priority.” This, she
feels, was a bit shortsighted of them because
as she points out in the manual, “If there
were as many women in CHE as men, it
would have 6,000-plus members and no
financial problems.”

The manual itself was launched at the
recent National Council of CHE held at the
University of London Students Union off
Tottenham Court Road. Delegates were
given copies in the morning, and in the after-
noon there was a women's workshop for
both male and female members. A number
of group convenors attended.

The first topic raised was a recent feature
article in The Guardian about CHE. Despite
the length of the article, there was no
mention of women members. The article
mentioned homosexuality in children, say-
ing that *it is not until puberty, when a
boy becomes conscious of other boys around
him, that problems become apparent,” but it
did not consider girls. And the article talked
about cottaging —an exclusively male
problem - but ignored gay women with
children--an almost exclusively female
problem. The workship did not want to
make too much of the particular article.
What they did note in passing was that it
scemed to be symptomatic of CHE's
general attitude. Women were not maliciously
ignored, but it seemed that they were often
‘forgotten’. This was the sort of difficulty
that had to be overcome if CHE was really
to do anything about women.

Individual groups told the meeting of
their experiences. One of the most encour-
aging reports came from the Birmingham
group where they now have meetings
attended by almost equal numbers of men
and women, The group convenor attributed
their success largely to the efforts of their
women's organiser who had energetically
campaigned for the recruitment of members.
Once a small group of regular women mem-
bers had been established it made it a lot
casier not only to attract new members, but
also to keep them once they had started
coming to meetings. The Highbury and
Islington group bore this out. One woman
who came along to a meeting never attended
again. The group’s convenor got in touch
with her to ask her why, and she explained
that with all the male members she felt as
though she was ‘intruding’.

The Women's Campaign Manual promises
to become an invaluable aid for those in
the gay movement who have for so long
been working in the dark as far as their gay
sisters are concerned.

Copies can be obtained by writing to
‘Women's Campaign Manual’, CHE Man-
chester, 28 Kennedy Street, Manchester 2,
enclosing a large, self-addressed envelope
with a five-penny stamp on it for a single
copy.

Ivor Taylor told the court: “It seemed
that Mr Kirby, who we admit was a prac-
tising homosexual, had heard of the nasty
practice called ‘queer bashing’. He did not
cartry money in the obvious places, which
is why Craig could only find 2p when he
robbed him."”

When, on Sunday November 4th, John
Kirby's body was taken to the mortuary,
£7 in notes was found inside one of his shoes.

CHE Puts GN
In Croydon Library

CROYDON: The library here will have a
copy of Gay News at least until June, thanks
to CHE Croydon.

The CHE press officer here, Jim Sewell,
said the library was contacted last summer
about subscribing to the newspaper. In a
reply, the chief librarian said the libraries
committee might consider the request this
June. So CHE offered, and the library
accepted, a six-months’ gift subscription.

CHE has had less success in dealing with
the Surrey County librarian, R F Ashby.
His reply said that the county library main-
tains a “‘neutral stance in matters where
public controversy is aroused.... No public
library can lend itself to the support of or
opposition to any particular point of view."”
So the librarian said it couldn't stock Gay News.|

Sewell said the logic of this argument
completely escaped him. **So | wrote to
the librarian suggesting that the fact that
the library stocked a newspaper such as the
Daily Telegraph did not necessarily imply
that it endorsed its opinions.”

But since then, Sewell reports, there has
been a deafening silence from Esher, where

the Surrey County Library is located.

Berni Fails

To Delete Gay Pubs

BRISTOL: The marketing director of Bern
Inns Ltd says that unless the names of certain
pubs are deleted from the Euro-Spartacus
International Gay Guide, renewal of license
applications may be denied by local
authorities.

Michael A Bogod told Gay News that
Berni Inns will continue to take action
against the Gay Guide *‘so that we will have
something to show. the licensing committee
that this is being forced upon us.”

“This" is the listing of two London pubs,
for instance - The Pig & Whistle and the
Salisbury —as places where gay people gather.

“By emphasising minority gromps, you
also emphasise that other people are dess
welcome,” Bogod said. *‘1 would hate to
have this happen. No people are more wel-
come than others. All people are welcome;

I mean it. That includes gay people. it always
m.'|

Bogod wrote on 1st February a letter to
John Stamford, editor of the Gay Guide,
asking that 11 pubs owned by Bristol-based
Berni Inns be deleted because they were not
gay. Stamford’s response was “‘unpleasant
and aggressive,” according to Bogod.

Stamford said in one paragraph of his
letter: “When Berni Inns makes an official
policy of refusing admission to known homo-
scxuals or lesbians, and posts notices in these
bars to that effect, we will then take a close
look at the effect and remove the bars if
appropriate, but as long as gays are welcome
at the bars concerned, and make a point of
going there, we will leave them in, in order
to present an accurate picture to our
readers.”

That statement, Bogod said, “is wholly
negative.”

Stamford conducted a survey of the 11
pubs and found that the following probably
aren’t gay: Tavern in the Town, Chester;
The Cliff Inn, Scarborough; The Harte and
Garter, Windsor. “We can, and will, amend
some of the entrics,” Stamford wrote,
“adding the M (mixed) code, and other
useful information, and will omit the three
which are not at all gay, after further
checking to be quite certain.”

The editor also told Bogod that *‘our
book is sold only to gays. It is unlikely that
heterosexual men and women will buy it,
especially at the price of £2.25 per copy.”
Stamford made the comment in reference to
a concern Bogod expressed about reputa-

¢ Breaking Press Silence

A

ASHFORD: When your local newspaper
refuses to report news about homosexuals
what can you possibly do? Send an official
complaint to the Press Council -that’s the
advice of Mr Groves, a Gay News reader from
Ashford in Kent.

For six months now, he tells us, he has
been sending news items about gays to news-
papers in the Kentish Express and Kent
Messenger group, with covering letters
regretting the lack of any press coverage. He
has sent several letters for publication which
have appeared in print--but never letters
about gays. In January he sent a letter about
the Cinematograph and Indecent Displays
Bill which’ was duly published—but not
before references to Gay News and Forum
had been carefully edited out.

His latest attempt came at election time.
Having written to all candidates about their
positions on gay law reform, he sent a copy
of this letter to various local newspapers.
Radio Medway picked up the story, so did
the Ashford Advertiser, so did the Rider.
But the Kentish Express and Kent
Messenger studiously ignored it--they don't
want their readers to know about thar sort
of tliing.

Mr Groves by this time had had enough.
So putting pen to paper, he wrote to the

Gay Ads Ban Lifted

SALISBURY: The Salisbury Times &
Journal, once a bastion of provincial press
homophobia, has agreed to carry future
advertisements inserted on behalf of gay
counselling groups.

As part of a probe into the refusal of
southern newspapers to carry gay ads, GN's
local correspondent contacted the Editor of
the Salisbury Times & Journal, Mr W
Sanders, who readily agreed that the paper's
advertising department had instructions to
refuse ads connected with homoscxuality.

After pointing out the inoffensive and
humanitarian nature and purpose of the
ads, Mr Sanders spoke with a representative
of the Salisbury Samaritans, presumably to
satisfy himsell that everything was on the
level. He then informed GN that he was
prepared to accept advertising for the newly-
formed Solent FRIEND group, which has

Ihe Salisbary, St Martin's Lane, London W1

tions: “If the premises get a reputation for
being particularly suitable for a minority
group and only for that minority group, our
business would suffer very considerably.”
Besides, Bogod argued, **{ have a copy of the
guide. And /‘m certainly not gay. And I
know someone else who has a copy. Anrd
he’s not gay. That’s two people who are not
gay who have copies of it.”

Nor does Berni Inns care if a listing is
qualified with a code mark like M: “An M
doesn’t affect that many people.

“My .groblem is that by acting in a
responsible way [ his letter to Stamford was
‘reasonable and responsible’], we lay our-
selves open ... to being put into this
nonsensical situation.”

Bogod said that further action would
take the form of “polite™ requests for
cooperation. “*But there's nothing, literally
nothing, we can do. He's in Holland, putting
out this thing.”

The marketing director did say that one
pub, already, is being challenged in its
attempt to renew a license. But Bogod re-
fused to say whether this pub was the Pig &
Whistle, or any other.

Mr Groves - press buster

Press Council. “It is not the failure of the
KM group during the past months which is
of paramount concern to me,"” he said, “*but
their attitude and action towards gay news
items in the future.”

We all wait with bated breath to find out
what the council's reply will be.

been organised in conjunction with the
Southampton branch of the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality.

The result is a major breakthrough in
advertising the services of gay befriending
organisstions in north-west Hampshire, the
New Forest, Southern Dorset and Wiltshire
areas.

A spokesman for the Southampton branch
of CHE expressed both surprise and delight
at the outcome of GN's negotiations with
the Salisbury Times. For the first time a
huge rural community will be aware of the
services offered by FRIEND.

But GN was equally delighted because
it represents a further advance in pushing
back the frontiers of provincial press
homophobia and censorship.

Richard Thomson )
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29 FOLEY STREET
LONDON W1
01-580 5771
The Paint Box is London's Friendliest Gay Night Club
and is just five minutes from Oxford Circus.
We offer drinks at reasonable prices
and top-line cabaret four nights a week.
Membership enquiries will be welcomed.

All Star Cabaret
15th March The Funny Affair Live Drag
18th March Derrick Recce Mime Drag
19th March Angel Male Strip

and Fire Act
20th March Billy Carroll Live Drag
22nd March Barry Scott Live Drag
25th March The Silent Knights Mime Drag
26th March Hinge and Bracket Comedy Drag
27th March Mark Christian Mime Drag
29th March Leslie Warren Live Drag
We look forward to welcoming you to The Paintbox (Club Tokyo).
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CHE Last Council
Before Malvern

LONDON: The Campaign for Homosexual
Equality has held its last National Council
before the Malvern members' conference, at
which delegates were told about arrange-
ments for the conference. Members who have
not registered so far were urged to do so
quickly.

Two major issues were raised, both of
which are reported at greater length else-
where in this edition; the proposals for
setting up the CHE Activists group, and the
Women's Campaign.

Council was also told about proposals to
amend the CHE constitution so that mem-
bers of the executive would only be elected
for terms of two years instead of three as at
present. There would be annual elections,
half ti.e committee retiring each year. To
help members voie this year, there would be
a hustings session at Malvern at which
candidates for the committee would be given
the chance to speak to the conference about
their ideas.

Reporting back on CHE's questionnaire
sent to all candidates in the r=cent general
election, no details were yet available. But
Manchester office said that 80% of the
local groups had contacted candidates as
requested, and there had been about a 50%
response rate from politicians who had been
sent the questionnaire.

Martin Loney of the National Council of
Civil Liberties spoke briefly to delegates,
offering his organisation’s support for what
CHE was doing. He pointed out that as the
main campaign organisation, it was CHE's
job to make the running, NCCL could only
assist. But that assistance would be there
when needed. He appealed again for details
of individual cases where human rights had
been infringed. NCCL were often told that
gays were discriminated against, and
harassed by the police. But until they were
given hard facts about particular incidents,
their hands were tied, and there was very
little they could do to help.

Glenys Parry gave the report on the
Education Campaign, and mentioned the
formation of a GaySoc within the Open
University. This was a significant step, she
said, because a large number of students
of the Open University were schoolteachers.
If they were to receive GaySoc news in their
correspondence it might well influence their
attitudes and help change the atmosphere

“ if civic rights is your farthest perspective,
then CHE with its friends in high places
is better equipped to safeguard them.”

David Fernbach in Lunch.

corridorsof
powerwih

Campaign
for

Homosexual
Equality

(1] Gay activist energy has gonc into Gay News and
increasingly into CHE 1]

David Fernbach in Lunch.
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When you join you can enrol for the CHE Malvern Conference, spring holiday,May 24-27.

within some of the country’s schools.

Peter Naughton, CHE’s Treasurer, put
forward a plan to charge a single subscrip-
tion for CHE membership. At present people
have to pay two subscriptions, one to their
local group and one to the national organi-
sation. There were two difficulties with
this. First, a number of members had never
been told about the need for two payments.
They thought that by paying their local
group dues they had automatically joined
the national organisation, and then were
annoyed when they did not receive member-
ship cards and regular copies of the Bulletin.
Secondly he pointed out that it was a lot
casier for someone to make one payment
than to have to write out two cheques, or
make two separate payments. There was
some argument about this plan. In the end,
delegates were asked to report back to their
groups and to ask for a decision to be taken
at Malvern.

During the afternoon there was a finance
workshop at which a finance committee was
set up to help the Treasurer, and a number
of plans were discussed for raising money. In
particular, the workshop wanted to find £150
quickly to cover the cost of publishing a
teaching package which had been prepaied,
and had been in great demand following the
Guardian article about CHE. It seemed crazy
to many delegates that there was not enough
money around to publish the package and
cash in on the interest that had been
aroused. So an on-thespot whip-round was
started to get the ball rolling, and a suggestion
was made that each delegate go back to his
group to ask for a contribution to this
project at once.

The next National Council, it was agreed,
would be held in Birmingham towards the
end of September.

Union Troubles

LONDON: Brixton police say they haven’t
a clue who's been breaking into cars and
stealing their contents near The Union
Tavern in Camberwell New Road.

Car thefts have increased, especially on
Sunday nights, when the pub is at its gayest.

Police in Brixton report “‘nearly 800
motor vehicle crimes so far this year.” The
Brixton station claims it’s too understaffed
for the public to expect that thieves should
be caught.

It only takes a few minutes to happen,”
Brixton police said. “It's useless for us lo
try to catch these people unless the public
can help with some information. It's

Yeally an impossible situation.”

.

Gayleachers
in Denmark

DENMARK: The Danish organisation
‘Forbundet’ has sent a questionnaire to local
authorities throughout the country asking
how they stand on employing homosexual
teachers.

40 authorities returned the questionnaire
but, say ‘Forbundet’, only five had given a
straightforward answer to the question they
had been asked.

Only three said that they hired teachers
solely on the grounds of their professional
qualifications. These were Olstykke, Koge
and Grasten. What teachers do in private life,
they said was no concern of theirs. Two
authorities, however, Gentofte and Hasle,
said they would not employ a homosexual
to teach children.

Though the results of the survey were
somewhat poor, the fact that the question
was asked in the first place has attracted
some publicity. The conservative Danish
newspaper "Berlingske Tidende' asked the
director of the school board in Gentofte why
he was 30 set against employing gay teachers.
In reply, he said that homosexuals were sick,
and he would be failing in his duty if he
employed people who might seduce 10, 11
or 12 year old children. Even the conservative
‘Berlingske Tidende' commented *‘This is not
mere tasteless discrimination, it is simply a
ridiculous attitude.”

However, back in 1963, the Danish
Education Minister Helveg Petersen had
warned homosexuals not to try to take jobs
as teachers. If times have changed since then,
nobody seems to have told the local school
boards. So ‘Forbundet’ has been applauded
by gay teachers who think it time that the
whole question was raised again for dis-
cussion by the press and the general public.

Teachers were somewhat encouraged last
November when Education chief Petersen,
speaking at a congress in Copenhagen,
retracted his 1963 statement. In reply to
Pfarrers Sobye, a priest well-known in gay
circles who conducts gay marriages, Helveg
Petersen said his thinking at the time had
been coloured by an incident which had
taken place a few months before his first
statement.

In 1962, he told the congress, a popular
teacher was sacked when it was revealed that
he was a homosexual. His homosexuality was
revealed by a colleague who broke into the
teacher’s flat and discovered a collection of
photographs. The teacher had been sent to
prison for a week, even though he had done
nothing illegal. He then lost his j