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The Cynosure 
Of All Eyes

THE questions have only just begun to fly 
Perhaps we will never know the entire facts 
behind the resignation of Lord Lambton and 
Lord Jellicoe. Perhaps the top-level sex 
scandal that has now sent the nation into 
little gossip huddles has merely broken the 
ice.

Perhaps.
But although it is indefensible for men of 

such public status to allow themselves to fall 
prey to the talons of the massacre machine 
that is public scandal, we openly state a large 
degree of sympathy.

For it is a monstrous intrusion into the 
personal and private lives of these two men 
which has ended their parliamentary careers.

And it was the same monstrous intrusion 
by The News Of The World which has 
ignited a Press Council Investigation.

Perhaps the one saving grace in the now 
catastrophic issue is that homosexuality has 
only been touched on -  barely hinted at. 
Thank God, for the sake of the two Govern 
ment Ministers, that it was not a scandal 
involving them with gays. If that was the 
case, the trial by newspaper#would probably 
have snuffed out the men completely. So far, 
the reports of the lengthy investigations into 
the case of Norma Levy and her ‘clients’ 
have made only fleeting references to non 
descript involvements with homosexuals.
But it has been enough to find a ready 
promotion to headline material.

The very machinery which runs our 
society is also questionable . . .  that these 
men who decide and dictate the laws under 
which we live allow themselves to be morally 
flayed at the stake is incredible.

Every man and every women — regardless 
of their public status — has the indisputable 
right to choose their sexual preference. It is 
a pathetic shame that the very legal system 
they helped create becomes the unforgiving 
net that traps them. And for that sole reason, 
these two men -  and any others in their 
positions r- must be prepared to accept the 
unenviable circumstances.

Path Through 
The Wilderness

TODAY’S survey of top-level attitudes 
towards homosexuality is something more 
than just a collection of answers to a list of 
impressive names.

It reflects a violent change in attitudes, 
and a heartening showing of acceptance.

When Gay News was first invited to pub 
lish the results of the Parliamentary survey, 
it sounded like many other similar attempts 
to force a favourable or unfavourable 
opinion of gayness.

But this survey was different. Every 
member of Parliament and every election 
candidate contacted was made aware that 
the results might be publicised, and with 
a rare exception, nobody objected.

But naturally, the joy of it all was the way 
none of the MP’s or the candidates winced 
at the thought of answering some very direct 
questions in a gay survey. To them it seemed 
gayness was about as common as cornflakes.

There was also a time -  not too long 
ago -  when state officials -  of the calibre 
involved in our survey -  would have been 
put to great personal embarrassment for 
stating their attitudes.

And with great delight, we say that of all 
our results, only ONE member of Parliament 
asked that his reactions -  totally backing 
gay recognition — be withheld.

Shame is such an outdated word.

Our First 
Candle

LOOK at i t  Flickering away nobly by itself, 
looking so undeniably proud that it might 
burst open with pride any old moment Who 
ever dreamed that our first birthday candle 
would ever happen? Who ever dreamed we’d 
get this far.

It’s wondeiful. . .  let’s not kid ourselves, 
but in a way it’s a laugh. A whole year, and 
we’re still talking about expanding. We’ve 
had to save on phone calls, use public trans 
port, even had to make do with one spoon 
of sugar in our coffee once.

You see, the logistics were dead against 
Gay News ever making it much past Edition 
Three, and here we are, with more to say 
and more space to say it in, waiting for our 
first birthday present.

And what sort of present do you give a 
one-year-old newspaper that should never 
have grown this old?

Just this. A passenger -  any passenger -  
on the underground, openly reading Gay 
News, flanked each Side by other passengers 
reading it over a shoulder.

That’s the lowest common denominating 
factor of acceptance, and guess what. It’s 
starting to happen.

Your
Letters

Please note that any letters received by us at Gay 
News are liable to be published unless you state 
othe -wise. Owing to lack o f space, please keep 
your letters as b rie f as possible.

Sportsmen Do Not Discriminate_____
Sussex
Dear Gay News,

I read with interest your artide on the sports 
man, Tim Brand-Cromby, with interest because 
like him I am directly involved with the sports 
world. You see I am a Football Association 
Referee. I do not hide my 'gayness' and it's known 
by a lot of football clubs and players that I am 
gay. I do not receive any form of discrimination,
I am accepted as the 'man in the middle' and that 
I have a job to do. I also teach football to juniors 
at a local school.

Of course, I do not advertise my gayness, I 
don't see why I should.

This season, 73/4, I hope to have football 
games in Austria and Holland as well as in my own 
county, Sussex.

I was offered the job as a Referee in Norway 
for the Norway Cup series (junior), so it does 
seem that the gay person is more accepted in the 
sports world than any other. The only complaint 
that I do have is that it can be so bloody frus 
trating in the changing rooms!

Norman Redman FA BOA

Gay News Prejudiced?
London NW10
Dear Gay News,

I was extremely disappointed to see in your 
recent edition concerning refusal of the national 
press to carry your ad, that you did not include 
the Morning Star in your approaches.

The Morning Star is a paper of the left with 
wide support in the labour movement, and has 
long championed the cause of homosexual equality, 
and as it is a national daily, I can only put your 
ommission down to discrimination.

It is distressing to see those so blatantly dis 
criminated against themselves indulging in such 
discrimination, the more so when homosexual 
liberation ultimately will rest in the political fight 
within the labour movement.

I suggest you put this right and approach the 
Morning Star so that your readership can get a 
more balanced view — or stand condemned with 
what is otherwise a very good paper in a very good 
cause.

Nathan Morris
ED: We also did not approach the Jewish 
Chronicle, Angling Times and countless other 
papers . . .  not because o f discrimination but 
because we could include only a lim ited number 
in our budget. But we shall certainly keep the 
M S in mind.

Are GLF and CHE Just Social Clubs?
Dear Gay News,

It is six months since I first read Gay News. 
Having subscribed to five gay magazines at the 
outset, and lost money in the process as each has 
gone out of print, I now feel confident enough to 
subscribe to GN.

I wonder if CHE and GLF ever do any real 
good, apart from the local councilling. There 
appears to be no one national policy on their parts, 
all going separate ways. The impression, they give 
me is that they are more of a social club than a 
force in our gay society. It's time GLF and CHE 
got together and decided on a unified national 
policy — and say put up a candidate for Parliament 
We may not get in, but it would make more people 
take notice of what GLF and CHE has to say.

I am a merchant seafarer and look forward to 
GN keeping me in touch with our UK gay society.

Gay Ray

Psychiatrists 'Inherited Witch- 
Hunters' Mantle'
Dear Gay News,

Two small items in issue 23 deserve a few words 
of comment: the first is your report of a 17-year- 
old American being subjected to shock treatment 
to turn him from homo to hetero over a period of 
17 months. This sort o f iniquity is all too common, 
but arouses all too little protest from those of us 
who consider ourselves safe.

Psychiatrists are the true inheritors of the 
mantle of the holy inquisition and the Witch Hun 
ters -  the inquisition defined a minority opinion 
as heresy, and having defined it, went on to 'treat' 
it by torture and imprisonment, until the 'heretic' 
repented of those opinions and satisfied the In 
quisitor that he had accepted the Inquisitor's 
outlook on the matter involved.

In the last century, masturbators were treated 
by doctors with much the same fanatical zeal — 
young people were chained, beaten and trussed, 
subjected to circumcision, clitoridectomy and 
worse -  and in our own society it is the role of 
the homosexual to be subjected to 'treatment', 
ie, torture, to make him conform to the Inqui 
sition's moral viewpoint. And it is only by making 
clear the psychiatrist's relationship to his pre 
decessor of the Holy Office -  and the relationship 
between their methods -  that we can hope to have 
those brainwashings and torturings stopped.

Young people have no defence against their 
doctors and their parents. Even over the age of 21 ( 
some are subtly persuaded to seek 'treatment*, 
by society's attitude that they are sick.

This brings me to a second, related, item — 
the letter from Mary in which she states, "I am a 
Christian and proud of it, therefore I know right 
from wrong. Anything that corrupts is evil, any 
thing that brings happiness is good." I hope Mary 
will forgive me if I take this sentence out of her 
context, but it is precisely this attitude, that 
because one holds a particular creed (which to the 
holder is self-evidently superior to all others), 
therefore one knows right from wrong, and (im 
plied in this) therefore one has the right to judge 
whether others are right or wrong, which has led 
Christians to torture each other and outsiders not 
directly involved in their dogmatic squabbles, and 
now leads so many morally righteous people to 
define homosexual mores as something that cor 
rupts (and) is something "that brings happiness 
(and) is good".

Even when the various Christian denominations 
do try their hardest to understand and come to 
terms with homosexuality, to the point of letting 
into their congregations and ministries, and totally 
accepting the Christian Homosexual as the moral 
equal of the heterosexual (which will only be clear 
when the Pope or the Archbishop of Canterbury 
or their schismatic equivalent makes a statement 
to that effect!) — if the gay who is accepted then 
adopts the attitude that he can differentiate 
absolutely between right and wrong, good and evil, 
he is in the right frame of mind to unconciously 
help persecute some other minority, too frightened 
(as were homosexuals until recently) to say any 
thing in their own defence, for fear of identifi 
cation (eg: cannabis takers).

Peter Maxwell Davies

Reckless Interference With Sexuality
Moseley
Birmingham
Dear Gay News,

The anonymous writer of the 'Recruits to Gay 
ness' newsette in your 19th issue takes me to task 
over an article I wrote for 'Interface' concerning 
sexually under-motivated males. I was arguing that 
the social suppression of sexuality in childhood is 
probably the largest aetiological factor and went 
on to point out that, as judged from their psycho- 
sexual histories, 'it would be a mistake to classify 
the whole group as latently homosexual' In other 
words I acknowledge that some of the cases I des 
cribed, including the (heterosexually) promiscuous, 
were homosexual. The only person who has con 
fused carts and horses is apparently your reviewer 
wno is presumably so keen to manufacture 
'enemies' that he is incapable of comprehending 
what he reads.

The whole tone of my article was one of com 
plaint about society interfering so recklessly with 
sexuality because of the effect that this has upon 
the emotional and sexual capacities of individuals. 
Choice in respect of sexual orientation does not 
enter into it so again your reviewer has misled 
your readers by implying that as a member of 
the 'straight establishment', whatever that is in 
tended to mean, and as 'a so-called expert' (by 
whom?) I suppose homosexuals elect to be so 
out of perversity.

To be misquoted is bad enough, but to be 
then attacked is unjust. Surely you can attain 
higher standards than this? If not you are perhaps 
serving your cause badly.

Philip Cauthery

Amsterdam Not Quite Paradise
Dear Gay News,

Your article 'Trolling in Amsterdam' (GN 23), 
despite its silly end inaccurate title, gives a fairly 
good picture of gay life in that city; but it goes on 
to give the misleading impression that the Nether 
lands as a whole city enjoys similar licence. In fact, 
the rest of the country is far less advanced, 
especially outside the big towns; and the pro 
gressive attitude of Amsterdam seems to spring less 
from liberal convictions than from a recognition 
that gay tourists are a good source of revenue. 
(Nonetheless, the position of gays is far better than 
in this country).

The reference to "the two Dutch organisations 
COC and DOK (corresponding to CHE and DOK in 
this country)" is nonsense: COC is a rather ad 
vanced equivalent of CHE,.but DOK is just a com 
mercial club, virtually all-male and given to racial 
discrimination (against Arabs at least). The COC 
dub in Korte l.eidsedwarsstraat has recently been 
handed over to a separate company too, but 
remains rather less commercially oriented than DOK.

It is an exaggeration to say that "most edu 
cated Dutchmen speak fluent English", although 
the Dutch are far better (and more considerate) 
than we are in this respect. True enough, if a 

| visitor simply wants a pick-up, and is content to  
limit his choice to middle class people, he will 
have few problems; but if he wants conversation,

I or a less restricted social circle, he will be less 
fortunate. It is sad that the language problem 
obstructs social and sexual contacts: this is 

| something Europe must solve sooner or later.
Dermod J F Quirke

Busted Gay Found Loyalty
SW London
Dear Gay News,

Having been bisexual for as far back as I can 
remember (I am now 23), and being as secretive 
and discreet as possible, the problem of explaining 
the position with my parents has hovered over me 
since my late teens, at which time the fact that 
I had homosexual tendencies caused me great 
anxiety, and, like many other youngsters, I sought 
psychiatric help.

The gay world only became apparent to me 
five months ago -  before which I had no gay 
friends and was not aware of the numerous pubs, 
clubs and restaurants in London, nor the world in 
general (until I saw a copy of 'Spartacus').

My mother once told me, in a hypothetical 
argument, that if she found out I was homo or 
bisexual she would disown me, and I knew then 
that I could never tell her. However, over Easter,
I had a most unpleasant experience at Ebury 
Bridge and at Bow Street the following day! I was 
reassured by the police sergeant that the case 
would not appear in the press, and yet last Friday, 
some person, whom I can only assume is mentally 
unbalanced or devoid of any human feelings, 
pushed a newspaper cutting through the letterbox 
— undoubtedly for my parents to see, which they 
did.

There was much to explain and I did so as best 
I could. To my surprise my parents have taken it 
very well. Though my mother is still a little 
shocked, our relationship is in no way ruined and 
she has certainly not disowned me. My colleagues 
are very understanding about the whole matter, 
and my gay friends have stood by me throughout.

Without any doubt I can say that never before 
have I met such genuine kind people as the gays 
with whom I am now frienos and I shall never — 
regardless of police or press — regret being 
introduced to the gay world. It's great.

Phillip

Objectionable To Pederasts?

Birmingham
Dear Gay News,

In your report of allegations against a child 
psychiatrist (GN 23), you say that it is unfortunate 
that the publicity involved will tend to make the 
public associate homosexuality with pederasty.

May I point out that this is objectionable to 
those of your readers who are pederasts.

N Toon

ED: The exact phrasing used in the news report on 
Dr Morris Fraser was "bland association" . . .  
making a case for those gays who are not pederasts, 
and may object to a certain public sensibility that 
often automatically associates gay ness w ith  
pederasty.
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O NE o f  the best organised rackets to  
ex tort m oney from  gays and non-gays 
around England has been operating for 
about three w eeks, and sadly, it ’s 
working.

The racket, which goes under the mis 
nomer of the year ‘Happiness Club’ sets its 
sights on the gay community when its 
attempts to operate an expensive contact 
club failed dismally.

When it was founded in 1971 by Dennis 
Stanbury, it was supposedly an organised 
way for people to meet other people with 
the same sexual desires . . .  gay or non-gay.

It sounded like a reasonably legitimate 
club for kinky ‘fun-lovers’ to get together. It 
was nothing of the kind. It was a once-a- 
month sex contact magazine, with a few sex 
stories, and editorial suggestions about taking 
advantage of some publicised sex aids.

But Dennis Stanbury’s plans to make the 
‘Happiness Club’ a ringing success crashed 
towards the end of 1972 when membership 
was simply dropping off.

Coincidentally, that was the time when 
Gay News itself came onto the scene, 
offering a personal contact service. Hopefully 
we added to the much-needed demise of 
the Happiness Club.

But Dennis Stanbury refused to announce 
the death of his club and leave it at that. 
Within weeks of his financial situation 
becoming apparent, he made a full-faced 
demand on the members of the Happiness 
Gub for funds. He explained to them in a 
circular that the club’s debts amounted to 
£3,000, but that his ‘publishing company’ 
had taken care of that.

What he was demanding from what he 
called his ‘Full Members’ was £20.50. And 
it was a case of ‘Pay Up Or Else’. He 
threatened in his phoney ‘legal notice of 
liquidation’ that the amount must be paid 
within 30 days.

THE HAPPINESS CLUB

Since then, Dennis Stanbury has contacted 
several members and warned that if their 
‘share of the debts’ wasn’t met, the matter 
would be handed over to the debt collectors.
D on ’t Pay

The fact is, Dennis Stanbury has no right 
to make such a demand. No single member — 
unless they at any stage have signed a con 
tract saying that they will pay this phantom 
sum of £20.50 -  has any need to pay it. 
Every member of the Happiness Club to 
receive the demand need only ignore it.

It would seem that Dennis Stanbury 
stands to make a lot of money out of his 
laughable demands -  if all his members were 
as stupid as he would seemingly assume they 
were.

NEWS FEATURE

The ‘Happiness Club' suburban headquarters, 23 Arcadian Gardens, Wood Green, North London.

Friendship Bureau 
Threatens Gays

by Tim  Skinner

The membership role carried numbers 
above 6,000, which either indicated a heavy 
membership, or thousands of non-existent 
members.

The operation of the Happiness Club 
involved the allocation of a ‘personal sex 
number’ to members. This number allegedly 
rated members’ sexual preferences, whether 
they be men or women. It told, apparently, 
what sort of sex they liked, how often they 
liked it, and even the physical attributes of 
their ideal partners.

This personal sex number arrived at for 
each member was used to match partners 
for the gay/straight dating service run by 
the Happiness Club.

Apparently the operation of Dennis 
Stanbury’s sex club shocked many of its 
members, One letter from a disgruntled 
member has already appeared in a national 
daily. It read: “I read about the Happiness 
Gub in a newspaper advertisement. I didn’t 
know it dealt with kinky sex. I joined because 
I wanted to find someone to marry and 
paid my £10 .00 .1 was shocked when I read 
some of the adverts in the monthly maga 
zine. Out of the blue 1 got a letter dated 
March 31,1973, saying I must pay up £20.50 
as my portion of the club’s debts. On May 2,
I got a final notice in red type, threatening 
me with a summons and a firm of debt 
collectors chasing me. I paid my year’s 
membership and I’m not going to pay any 
more.”

Gay R eaction
Gay News itself has had a lot o f comments 

about the operation of the Happiness Gub.
One reader wrote: ‘‘On Tuesday, I 

received a letter from the Happiness Club, 
explaining their demand for £20.50. They 
said that the amount was to cover the cost 
of the four magazines printed since the club 
became autonomous since the end of 
September, 1972.

“I should point out to you that a year’s 
membership to the Happiness Club costs 
£10.00 which is five times the subscription

to SMG, from which they print their monthly 
newsletter and still have some left over.

“Someone, somewhere, had made a pile 
of money from the Happiness Club, but now 
they’re getting greedy. This type o f contact 
agency is being driven out of business by 
our own ads page, for which we are all 
grateful.”

Another letter to Gay News said:
“Dear GN: Last year I was lonely and 

foolish enough to join a gay /straight dating 
club called the Happiness Club. I paid £10.00 
for a year’s subscription. I have a receipt to 
verify this. Recently 1 received the enclosed 
demands for £ 2 0 .50 .1 do not understand 
how I can be asked to fork out to pay the 
club’s creditors. I have never signed anything 
to that effect. 1 would be grateful if you 
could help me in this matter if you are able. 
There may be a number of gays involved, 
and there’s a chance you could save a bit of 
money by helping to expose these crooks.”

■ kw* “T Mil MM IM 
M etaw ymt MM ■■■■Ml fM h
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It would seem, though, that the ‘crook’ at 
thd top doesn’t care about the problems he’s

causing, or just plain dumb.
Dennis Stanbury went on record two 

weeks ago when he told one national news 
paper that he had full legal right on his side.

He said: “I know the official receiver is a 
Government-appointed official, but that 
doesn’t mean anyone can’t use the name.

“If I want to say we’re in liquidation, 
that’s my business.”

Dennis Stanbury must realise that a lot of  
his business came from gay people. He must 
also realise that his foolish blunder»and 
laughable demands for money must surely 
bring about his downfall.

To date, Gay News has been unable to 
speak with lAm. At the time o f going to press 
he had neither answered phone calls nor been 
home when we called.

His ‘headquarters’ are his home, a be- 
flowered two-storey terrace at 23 Arcadian 
Gardens, Wood Green, North London. When 
I went to the house on Sunday with 
photographer Pascal Danot, Stansbury 
refused to answer the door. A window up 
stairs was opened while we rang the front 
door bell, but nobody came to the door.

Dennis Stanbury, a ruthless shark who preyed 
on lonely gays.

We waited for nearly one hour, and 
eventually left a letter asking him to contact 
our office.

Presumably, Dennis Stanbury is con 
tinuing his efforts to scare members of his 
sinking Happiness Gub to hand out money 
in large lumps.

Hopefully, he is failing miserably.
Dennis Stanbury is a first class example of 

a ruthless shark, preying on the loneliness of 
people. Happily, the only immediate piece of 
advice to any Happiness Gub members 
reading Gay News is to ignore his demands 
for money.

We would also be glad to hear from 
anyone who has received any further demands 
from Stanbury or any other ‘official’ o f the 
Happiness Gub.
FOOTNOTE: Gay News has never sunk its 
teeth into public scandals before. It is not 
our last attempt either.

Gay News is neither public watchdog nor 
gay saint. . .  but we do have a growing 
responsibility to advise and warn on matters 
such as Dennis Stanbury’s Happiness Club.

And we've only just begun.



Gay News Special Survey
THE biggest and most official survey of gay 
support and attitudes yet held in Britain has 
just concluded, and if its findings can be 
neatly summarised, they are on the credit 
side of being heartening.

The survey -  held with the total support 
of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality -  
was held over eight months. Its results are 
published exclusively in Europe in Gay News.

Unlike earlier surveys or reports on gay 
attitudes, this one was directed at Members 
of Parliament, and later, at election candi 
dates, to sound out their potential reactions 
to possible gay movements.

The man who undertook the entire 
operation was Col John Gough . . .

The survey underlines the stark fact that 
throughout history, British homosexuals have 
been the least vocal of all national minorities. 
Neither the politician nor the voter has been 
overly bothered with the oppression of the 
homosexual community, as large as it is.

It’s only been in the past few years that 
gays themselves have brought the issue 
before the British people, and it is for this 
reason that the survey has been so important.

For the first time, homosexuals have 
forced upon some sections of the British 
Government machine an awareness that gays 
are no longer willing to acquiesce to claims 
by the majority about ‘gayness being 
immoral’.

To achieve the results which are openly 
revealed in this finding, the John Gough 
report adopted two tactics. First, a ‘feeler’ 
letter to Members of Parliament, introducing 
CHE and its objectives, and asking the 
members to state their views on specific 
policy matters of the campaign. The second 
part of the survey followed in April this 
year when an all-embracing questionnaire was 
sent to all candidates in Brighton and Hove 
for the 1973 County Council elections.
Sleeper Results

The results looked disappointing at first, 
with very few Members of Parliament making 
quick replies, but before long, the majority 
had both replied and given positive state 
ments on homosexuality.

Of 13 Members contacted, eight replied. 
Three were more than helpful and potentially 
enthusiastic in their support for gay sub 
missions; two were vaguely sympathetic but 
refused to express opinions, one was totally 
non-commital, and two made it clear that 
they were opposed to any form of gay 
support.

The Members contacted for the initial 
survey were Mr A Bowden MBE (Brighton, 
Kemp Town), the Rt Hon J Amery (Brighton 
Pavilion), Mr C J Chataway (Chichester),
Sir C S Taylor (Eastbourne), Mr G Johnson- 
Smith (East Grinstead), Mr K Warren 
(Hastings), Mr P M Hordern (Horsham),
Mr W F M Maddan (Hove), Sir T V Beamish 
(Lewes), Mr B G Irvine (Rye), Captain 
M B Kerby (Shoreham and Arundel), Mr T L 
Higgins (Worthing) and Mr Dennis Hobden 
(Brighton Council and ex-MP for Kemp 
Town).

Each member of Parliament was sent the 
standard introductory pamphlet which ex 
plained CHE, as well as a standard letter, 
which said:

“ Dear Sir: The enclosed pampnlet intro 
duces you to CHE, a national organisation 
which earlier this year formed a Brighton- 
based group. The latter branch has already 
doubled in numbers, and is rapidly expand 
ing throughout Sussex.

One of our aims is to widen the under 
standing of Society about the problems of 
the homosexual. To this end, we have con 
tacted a number of local organisations such 
as the Samaritans and Medical Services.

Our main object in writing to you is to 
draw your attention to the fact that, apart 
from our own members in your area, expert 
opinion indicates that on average, five per 
cent of your constituents are exclusively 
homosexual.

They would welcome your views on the 
following points, which we consider would 
go a long way towards the integration of this 
minority into the community :-
(1) Legislation to reduce the age of con 

sent for homosexual acts to the same 
as that for heterosexual acts.

(2) Legislation to make the Sexual Offen 
ces Act (1967) applicable throughout 
the whole United Kingdom.

(3) Legislation to make illegal discrimi 
nation against a person with respect 
to accommodation or employment 
on the grounds of his or her 
homosexuality.

(4) Measures to make available at Second 
ary School level, sex education, which 
includes a fair summary of homosexual 
behaviour and affection.

You may be interested to know that at 
one of our forthcoming discussions, our 
Guest/Speaker is to be a well-known Angli 
can Bishop. We would be very pleased to 
welcome you as a guest at this meeting at 
7.30 pm on Friday 15th December at the 
above address.

We look forward to your reply with 
interest.’’

Thus the first letters went out to the 
carefully selected Members of Parliament, 
and slowly, they came back to Col. Gough.

MPs And Candidates 
Back National 
Gay Report

All the letters bore the official seal of the 
House of Commons, and the first came back 
on November 15 from Mr Peter Hordern 
MP, who acknowledged the original letter, 
ignored the specific questions, and explained 
that he was unable to attend the meeting 
because of a previous engagement.

campaign for homosexual equality. I want 
to have nothing to do with this at all, and 
I cannot send my good wishes.”

Sir Charles Taylor MP apparently still holds 
reactionary views on homosexuality.

“our society a more humane society”.

On November 18, a totally all-supporting 
letter came from former MP Dennis Hobden, 
who wrote:-

“Thank you for your letter. I have always 
supported any measure of reform which 
should make our society a more humane 
society particularly for minority groups. As 
a matter of interest when I was formerly the 
member for Kemp Town, 1 supported the 
1967 Act when it was going through all its 
stages in the Commons. Dealing with your 
specific points you raise, I would undoubted 
ly support them, and would have no hesi 
tation in making a public declaration to that 
end.’’

Mr Hobden also expressed a desire to 
attend the meeting.

Mr Andrew Bowden, the present member 
for Kemp Town, seemed to share some of 
the optimism -  perhaps a little guarded at 
the outset -  of his predecessor. He began a 
series of letters to the campaign’s source 
virtually apologising for not being able to 
attend the meeting, but asking to meet a 
delegation from CHE to discuss the four 
points in the initial letter.
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Possible support from Andrew Bowden MP.

Mr Geoffrey Johnson-Smith MP explained 
his non-alliance this way:

“Thank you for your letter and enclosures. 
I voted for the Homosexual Reform Bill 
but I am afraid I am not now able to give 
consideration to the deep questions you have 
raised as I have Ministerial responsibilities. 
Perhaps as time goes by there will be more 
public debate which will enable me to come 
to some conclusions.”

t'roas Gaoffray Johnson Stalth KP

22nd hcYanbar 1972
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Geoffrey Johnson Smith voted for the 
Homosexual Reform Bill____________

It was a hot and cold, but openly 
honest reply from Mr Martin Maddan MP, 
who said:

“Thank you for your invitation to your 
meeting on 15 December, but I am not able 
to attend. I should also make clear that, 
while I have consistently voted in favour of 
the implementation of the Wolfenden 
Report in respect of male homosexuals, I do 
not support the four objects which you set 
out in your letter.”
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It was a fair and open response from 
the RT Hon Christopher Chataway MP, who 
wrote:

” . . .  I was for some years on the Execu 
tive of the Homosexual Law Reform Society 
and had the priviledge of seconding the Bill 
which eventually passed into law. The 
chances of further legislation being acceptable 
to the Department in the near future are 
somewhat remote, and I would have doubts 
myself as to whether it would be right to 
reduce the age of consent as you advocate.
As I remember it, the last implemented 
recommendations of the Wolfenden Commit 
tee on these seemed to me to be well argued.
I should, however, be very willing to consider 
carefully any proposals which Members of 
Parliament sympathetic to your views may 
advance.”

A fair and open response from Christopher 
Chataway MP.

Sadly, those ‘Parliamentary sympathisers’ 
were heavily outweighed by the non 
supporters and the members who chose to 
ignore the letter.

Those who did not reply were the Rt 
Hon A Amery, K Warren, Sir T V Beamish 
B G Irvine and Captain M B Kerby.
A Right To Refuse

Of course there was no compulsion to 
reply, and indeed, being optimistic or just 
plain heartened by the response is fair 
comment, but it is interesting to note that 
the probable reason for a refusal to reply 
was apathy, or hopefully, expediency.

A lengthy pause in the until-then almost 
negative survey followed, but no new 
replies came in. At the end of March this 
year, Mr Gough launched another survey, 
this time aimed at every candidate in 
Brighton and Hove in the County Council 
election.

Again it began with a lengthy but all- 
explaining letter which said:

“ I am writing on behalf of the local group 
of CHE which covers the county of Sussex.
As you know, expert opinion has estimated 
that at least five percent of the population 
is exclusively homosexual. The Brighton 
group was formed almost a year ago with 
favourable publicity in the local press. We 
hope that if you are elected a member of the 
County Council, you will be able to help us 
and any homosexual residents of your 
district in any instances of discrimination 
which occurs. In the enclosed questionnaire 
we list the sort of instances where we would 
like to be able to look to you for support. 
Furthermore, we seek an assurance of 
principle, since CHE has unfortunately come 
up against several instances of explicit dis 

crimination by local authorities on grounds 
of homosexuality.

“This was in 1971 when a number of 
local people tried to open a club for homo 
sexuals in Burnley, the council went so far 
as to ask the Association of Municipal 
Associations to seek powers from Parliament 
to allow local authorities to use planning 
powers against such clubs (happily the AMC 
refused). More recently, the CHE National 
Conference was refused Corporation facilities 
by Morecambe and Heysham Council on 
totally spurious grounds after it had initially 
been invited and booked by the town’s 
publicity office. Hence our first question 
which we hope you will be able to answer 
in the affirmative.

uWe look forward to an early reply and 
hope you will have no objection to our pub 
licising your response so that the electorate 
knows where you stand. If you prefer to 
answer by letter rather than fill in the 
attached questionnaire, please do so . .

The following questionnaire was sub 
sequently posted to all candidates. It asked:
1. If you are elected a Councillor, will you 

undertake to oppose any attempt to dis 
criminate against any person, group of 
persons or organisation on the grounds of 
their homosexuality or views about 
homosexuality?

2. If you are elected a Councillor, would 
you be prepared to help the residents of 
Brighton in the following ways:
(a) Aiding homosexual groups to find 
places for private meetings or clubs, 
where anyone tries to prevent this.
(b) Taking up alleged instances of police 
harassment of homosexuals;
(c) Supporting the local CHE group’s 
rights to put out leaflets in public 
places;
(d) Approaching any local newspaper 
which refuses advertisements from homo 
sexual groups;
(e) Taking up alleged instances of dis 
crimination against homosexuals in 
employment etc;
(f) Supporting the proposal that local 
schools’ sixth forms should invite a 
speaker on homosexuality.”
The printed questionnaires and intro 

ductory letters were sent to every candidate. 
Replies came from Mr D H Hobden (Falmer) 
Mr Paul Mellins (Brighton and Hove) Mr 
Don Ranger (Hanover), Mr J Leach (Pier),
Mr F E Spicer (Pavilion), Mr R J Blackwood 
(Stanmer) Mr F Tonks (St Peters), Mr Tony 
Gifton (Montpelier) and Mr Logan (Brighton), 

Seven were totally in favour of backing 
the aims of the questionnaire, one was 
hesitant and one was returned unanswered.

Interestingly enough, it was J Leagh (Pier) 
who returned his without comment and with 
no answer. Ironically, he was defeated by a 
comparative newcomer (Labour).

Mr F E Spicer (Pavilion) returned his 
completed questionnaire, and along with it 
a letter thus:

“ I refer to your questionnaire. The 
Labour Party is against minority discrimina 
tion. I would not seek to give special support 
to a minority group. I would regard myself 
free to judge any case on its merits, I 
regarded the Homosexual Law Reform Bill 
as a useful legislative measure.”

In the case of the other replies, here’s a 
breakdown of their reaction.

On question 1, the following men stated 
that they would oppose any attempt to dis 
criminate: D H Hobden, Tony Gifton,
F Tonks, Don Ranger, Paul Mellins, and 
Mr Logan.

Without exception, every candidate agreed 
to give total support to section 2, parts (a) 
to (e), and only one candidate said he would 
not help in supporting the proposal that 
local schools’ sixth forms should invite a 
speaker on homosexuality. Mr F Tonks, who 
gave no reason for not supporting the

school move was not elected. He polled 
892 against the Conservative candidate (G 
Theobald) who polled 1,029.

Giving voice to his total support, Mr D H 
Hobden (Falmer Ward) said: “You may be 
interested to know that Cr Brown (Queens 
Park Ward) and I were the only two coun 
cillors on the Entertainment and Publicity 
Committee to support recently a conference 
by homosexuals to be held in Brighton next 
year. The proposition was opposed by leading J 
hoteliers. Not a word has appeared in the I 
local press.” Cl

Fittingly enough, Mr Hobden won the 
election with a fat majority of 1,577 to his 
Conservative (A Baldry) opponent’s tally of 
433.

Tony Clifton (Montpelier Ward) suffered 
a defeat (488 votes) to G A Burton (Con) 
who won 807 votes, but the Labour candi 
date wrote his definite views about the CHE 
survey;

Tony Clifton will fight for the ‘underdog' in society.

“. . .  may I draw your organisation’s 
attention to paragraph four of the enclosed 
election address which states clearly my 
personal position . . .  ‘As a Socialist, I am 
always on the side of the under-dog, and I 
am a fighter. I think that is what is needed:’ 
You will recall that it was the last Labour 
Government who introduced long awaited 
legislation to legalise homosexuality . . . ”

Mr Don Ranger (Hanover) who polled a 
victorious 1,384 votes over his Conservative 
opponent Ms Butterworth (648) said:
4t. . . As the Labour/Co-operative Candidate 
for Hanover Ward, I would oppose any 
discrimination and would be pleased to 
support your campaign. You will know that 
as far as the Corporation Hall is concerned, 
we have now given practical expression to 
this . . . ”

Mr R Logan (Ind Goldsmid) was defeated 
with 401 votes by A L H White (Con, 1,732) 
but his reply states “. . .  After April 12, I 
will, if you choose, try to give a more helpful 
reply. My concern is mainly environment . . .* 

Mr Paul Mellins (Montpelier) polled 461 
and went under to G A Burton’s 807 for the 
Conservatives, but fought on to back the 
CHE log of claims. With his 100% in favour 
reply came: ” . . .  I entirely agree with your 
aims, and do believe the work you are doing 
in questioning election candidates is an im 
portant one . . . ”

It would be too glib -  perhaps too mathe 
matical to equate the results of the survey in

terms of figures. That would not show any 
sort of a victory. In a way, it’s still im 
possible to wave a gay flag aloft and claim a 
great deal. What is important though, is that 
so many MP’s and candidates took the time 
and trouble, and in some cases, devotion, to 
reply at length.

There’s another indication that the efforts 
of John Gough and CHE were not in 
vain. A lot of the responses came from the 
candidates running in large urban centres, 
and assuming that gay liberation or under 
standing is strongest in these areas, it suggests 
something more than a breakthrough.

Don Ranger opposes discrimination and will support 
gay campaigns for equality.

And there’s one all-important pulsating 
factor.

The politicians and the ones who hope 
they’ll become politicians are at least aware 
that a very large slice of their constituency 
is gay. They know that can’t be changed.

And now, perhaps for the first time, that 
gay five percent is getting equal treatment 
in choosing its candidate, and its candidate, 
in most cases, is thinking about that five 
percent as a very ordinary yet very important 
part of the constituency.

T im  Skinner

ED: Photographs o f  Andrew Bowden MP 
and Christopher Chataway MP by Tom Blau, 
Camera Press London ’ photograph o f  Dennis 
Hobden MP by Camera Press London; photo 
graph o f  Sir Charles Taylor by Godfrey 
Argent, Camera Press London; photograph 
o f  Geoffrey Johnson Smith by Peter 
Mitchell, Camera Press London; and photo 
graph o f  Houses o f  Parliament by Pascal Danot, Gayshot.
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All gay women

should road SAPPHO (3Qp ia c  p o st)
regular m onthly 
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North London's Only Gay Night Club

'5
1 BROADHURST GARDENS LONDON NW6 

(Finchley Road, behind John Barnes)

TELEPHONE : 01-624 9838

Featuring Two Bars and Lively Discotheque 

Friendly A tmosphere Fully Licensed

a superb french restaurant... near marble arch.

lefaooe
23 praed street london w.2 

(01) 723 5170

fat onhrs 1130pm
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Birthday Reflections 1

AS 1 was the co-founder of Gay News and 
am now the only member left of the original 
team that brought out the first edition of 
the paper, it has fallen on my shoulders to 
write about our first year of publishing and 
what we expect to be happening in our 
second year of existence, it is impossible 
to write such a piece without many of my 
own personal convictions and ideals being 
aired, although 1 believe that the majority 
of my opinions are shared by the rest of the 
GN staff.
A Means o f  C om m unication For All 
Gays

Forgetting the many pie-in-the-sky atti 
tudes and what would have proved to be 
somewhat destructive ideologies if we had 
rigidly stuck to them, Gay News hasn’t 
turned out very different from what it was 
intended to be. And that was a fortnightly 
periodical that primarily concentrated on 
relating ‘gay’ news and information, with a 
fair measure of articles that could be loosely 
described as being entertaining. The paper 
was not to be just London orientated, 
which it isn’t, and it would be independent 
of the political and reformist gay movements, 
although naturally we agree with some of 
their plans and enthusiastically support any 
constructive campaigns which will result in 
bringing about legal and parliamentary 
changes for our readership. We felt, as we 
still do, that the homophile organisations 
and fronts only represent a small percentage 
of homosexuals and that an unaffiliated 
medium such as GN could create a means of 
communication for a considerably larger 
proportion of gay men and women. Accepting 
the still obvious limitations of GN, we think 
that we have succeeded in realising this 
objective.
Lesbians

From the very first issue of GN, we told 
you that our policy was to provide a news 
paper for both gay men and lesbians. 1 
purposely use the word ‘lesbian’ for a speci 
fic reason. I find that most people, especially 
heterosexuals, immediately jump to the 
conclusion that I am just talking about men 
when I use the term ‘gay’ and ‘homosexual’. 
Unbelievable as it may seem, people find it 
hard to accept that, in any society, there are 
at least as many lesbians as there are gay 
men. Such ignorance and misinformed 
reasoning is yet another form of oppression 
lesbians have to bear, in addition to the 
discrimination all women generally ex 
perience and the social stigmas attached to 
any individual, male or female, who doesn’t 
conform to an illogically stereotyped 
sexuality. Subsequently, I consider it 
important to endeavour to break down this 
particular myth that besets ‘gay’ women and 
from now on will say ‘lesbian’ whenever 1 
want to make it quite clear I'm not just 
talking about gay men.

Although the last paragraph may not seem 
to have much to do with GN’s progress over 
the last year, it is necessary to remember that 
the paper’s major failure has been its lack 
of news and feature material specifically for 
lesbians. I believe ‘male dominated’ is the 
phrase more radical gays would use to 
describe GN. We are.read by a growing 
number of women, but in comparison with 
the male readership, the amount who can 
relate to the paper is extremely small. A 
large proportion of the blame is ours and as 
excuses don’t solve problems, it is up to us 
to try even harder to rectify the situation.
One hopeful sign, which I hope won’t be 
interpreted as a piece of blatant male 
chauvinism, is that recent editions have 
contained more editorial content about 
lesbians than any of our earlier editions.

One solution we unanimously reject, 
which you must be tired of hearing about, 
is the idea of having a ‘women’s page’. As a 
sister said in a letter that was published in 
GN23, “ I don’t want a ‘women’s page'. If 
women are to be equal, they shouldn’t need 
special pages.”

If any male readers are especially anxious 
to find out what is happening to lesbians in 
the UK at present, I suggest they subscribe 
to Sappho, which at last count had only one 
subscription taken out by a man.
Growing Up

It is unnecessary for me to chronologically 
chart what’s been published in GN, as else 
where in this issue, Tim Skinner comments 
on the past 24 editions of the paper, in a 
piece he fondly refers to as ‘Gay News' 
Greatest Hits'. But whilst Tim looks at each 
individual issue, I feel a few lines can be 
written about the way GN has grown up 
since the First issue hit the newsstands or 
your doormat, with a green Jimmy Saville 
peering out from underneath a broken egg. 
Our original logo was supposed to represent 
‘coming out from the shell of discrimination*.

I can’t help but have an affection for our 
early editions. They often make me wince 
when looking through them, their em 
barrassing naivety is only matched by the 
honesty and joyful enthusiasm that went into 
producing them. In my opinion, GN8 was 
the first indication that we were changing 
from being undisciplined amateurs and 
attempting to become a degree more pro 
fessional. That edition looked like a news 
paper and set the standard for the next few

The 
First Thar

By D enis Lem on

The GW team in Hyde Park. June 1972. (Left to 
right) Doug Pollard, David Seligman, Jean-Claude 
and Denis.

issues. The cover that caused us to receive a 
virtual torrent of criticism was the one that 
depicted ‘two little boys’. The notorious 
GN14. I must admit that the decision to use 
that photograph, which was meant to attract 
attention to our equally infamous feature 
‘Of Men and Little Boys’, was completely my 
responsibility. I still hadn't learned the 
difference between controversy and 
sensationalism. I suppose gays do owe it to 
themselves to take care when so many hets 
have a generalised, too frequently ignorant 
image of us as one particular thing, whether 
it be pederast, effeminate or all the other 
stock roles.

The next turning point came with No 16, 
which we considered at the time had the 
best cover in GN’s short history, and with 
issues 17 and 18 we solidified our intention 
of tightening up the direction the paper was 
taking. The results were seen with GN 19, 
which is still one of my personal favourites. 
About that time Tim Skinner joined us and 
from No 20 the paper took a leap forward 
in style and the quality, all largely due to 
the experience and terrific energy Tim 
brought with him. Since then we have tried 
to improve with each issue.
Internals

During GN's first year, the people pro 
ducing the paper came and went. We can but 
gratefully thank those individuals who placed 
commitment and a belief in something that 
could be valuable to all gay people, above 
financial rewards or their own ideological 
convictions, by contributing so much to the 
growth of the paper. Of course there were 
often heated rows and disagreements, most 
of which couldn’t have been avoided, but at 
least they cleared the air, allowing people to 
voice their differences and then get back to 
the task of getting together the next edition. 
There were a few unpleasant incidents which 
are best forgotten, but one can never stop 
learning about the complexities and diversities 
of human nature.

The most important lesson we learned 
was that while the occasional row could be 
beneficial, especially when people made up 
and got on better than before, endless 
bickering, paranoid illusions and hard-headed 
personality clashes were utterly negative.
We discovered that the hard way and now 
try to prevent such occurrences from arising, 
as the damage they cause can be disastrous. 
Hopefully the gay organisations will get the 
message when we advise them to stop their 
internal wranglings and also attempt to work 
together more effectively with other homo 
phile groups and movements.
The C ollective

It took some time to finally realise that a 
collective was not the way to run a news 

paper. We ignored all the advice that such a 
system wouldn’t work, but it wasn’t until 
the beginning of the year it became apparent 
that the collective ideology was becoming 
increasingly anti-productive and editorially 
unsound. Since then we have evolved the 
basic running of the paper into various 
departments, each responsible for the 
different aspects of keeping GN in production.

What goes into an edition is the direct 
responsibility of the editor and the news 
editor, who of course liaise with the other 
people solely involved with the editorial 
side of the paper, eg the design editor. The 
business side is handled by a combined 
advertising and circulation manager, 
whilst the accounts are taken care of by the 
office manager, who in turn makes sure 
everything else is operating smoothly, eg 
subscriptions. All major decisions and im 
portant editorial policies are decided upon 
by meetings of the various heads of depart 
ments, but the editor has the final say on 
what is included in an issue of GN.

Although it may look rather complicated 
on paper, it really works. Gay News has never 
been as efficiently run as it is at present. 
Perhaps, for the first time, everyone knows 
exactly what they and everybody else should 
be doing and what is expected of them.
Finding T he Right Balance

On of the greatest difficulties in producing 
GN has been in trying to find the right 
balance that will appeal to as large a cross- 
section of gays as possible. Homosexuals are 
in all walks of life, and, like anyone else, no 
one gay thinks quite the same as another. 
Subsequently, we have had to try and please 
not just both sexes, but all sexualities that 
come under the heading GAY; all age groups 
and all manner of people with varying 
opinions about what they individually would 
like to see in a gay newspaper.

Our solution is, after the news section, to 
include as wide a variety of subjects and 
topics as is available, I know we disappoint 
some readers occasionally but while we are 
still limited to 20 pages, it is impossible to 
please all of you all of the time. If everything 
goes well when our ‘major’ distributor starts 
supplying GN to a larger number of outlets, 
we will then be able to increase the number 
of pages to 24. Until then, if we are con 
tinuously not covering a subject you think 
would interest many readers, send us letters 
till we do something about it.

A Bright-Eyed Look A t The Future
Our immediate task is to make sure that 

Gay News keeps on publishing, but we can’t 
help but have a few other plans and ideas 
about what else we would like to achieve.
Our mail order service has been a success 
and hopefully when we finally find premises 
to hold regular discos, and maybe even 
dances, they will prove to be welcome 
additions to (he limited social outlets gay 
people have at the moment. Ideally we 
would like to open a social centre, but that 
ambition will have to wait at least a year 
before we can seriously consider opening 
one. Personally, I think there is also a need 
for an entertaining, well produced monthly 
magazine, that doesn’t have to rely on 
pin-ups for sales. If someone doesn’t get 
one together soon, next year may see me 
spending some time exploring the possibilities.
So, What’s Changed?

On a more serious level, it is fairly 
obvious from reading through the pages of 
the current issue of GN that the position of 
gay people in society hasn’t changed a great 
deal over the last year. Homosexuals are still 
discriminated against, harassed, murdered, 
slandered, terrorised and generally abused by 
all and sundry. Agent provocateur methods 
are ‘allegedly’ widely used by the police 
throughout Great Britain and magistrates 
‘allegedly’ allow their personal prejudices to 
interfere with their judgements. Gays of all 
sexes are still isolated and lonely, they are 
driven to despair and suicide, and gay women 
still have twice as much hostility to face as 
any male homosexual. Sex education, and 
not just about gayness, is primitive and un 
imaginative, and people continuously use 
religion to oppress those not of like mind.

And what’s Gay News done about it?
Not very much. But we have told a lot of 
people they are not alone in their struggle for 
equality and there are encouraging signs that 
significant changes are likely to happen in 
this decade. Gay people are no longer con 
tent to just accept being second class citizens 
and are realising they must make themselves 
responsible for their own destinies. But it 
isn’t just heterosexuals who put a block on 
gays being integrated into the rest of society. 
Gays must accept that they have got a lot to 
learn too, if ever the myths about homo 
sexuality are going to be exploded.

Thanks T o You
Before I finish, the rest of the GN 

combine and 1 would like to thank all the 
people who have helped and encouraged us 
over the last year. And without our reader- 
ship support there would be no paper to 
write this piece for. The last year has been 
one of the most exciting, rewarding and 
frustrating periods in my life, and I look 
forward to being part of the team that brings 
you another year of Gay News.
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Mystery Death 
Still Baffles The Police

D idvou see 'Paco*Alvarez between 7.30pm and 
2.30am on Christmas Eve last year?

IF the name Francisco Alvarez Acedo means 
anything to you, you could hold the key to 
a death that has police in London baffled.

The case of ‘Paco’ Alvarez, as he was 
known to his friends, was widely publicised 
again on June 3 on television, (a ‘Police 5’ 
special), and since then. Gay News has 
offered to help the police in any way 
possible to discover why and how he died.

37-year-old Alvarez was found strangled 
to death in a room in Collingham Place, 
London SW5, on December 24 (Christmas 
Eve) last year. He was in a room owned by 
a young Spanish friend, Juan Carlos Sanchez. 
He was alone. There were bruises on his 
throat, and the pockets in a coat he'd been 
wearing were turned out. There was no 
visible sign of violence.

Was it death by accident, by suicide, or 
did the police have a murder case on their 
hands? They still don’t know, and hopefully. 
Gay News can help.

Detective Chief Inspector Bob Tapp of 
the Kensington police told me this week 
that the prime task was to find anybody 
who saw Alvarez just before he died.

As it stands now, the last people to see 
him were Sanchez, in whose room he was 
found dead, and Sanchez’girlfriend.

What police do know is that Alvarez was 
with Sanchez and his girlfriend until 7.30pm

A Statement 
From Centre

CENTRE,
Broadley Terrace,
London NW1.

CENTRE, as from June 1st 1973, has been 
solely concerned with Community Care and 
Counselling. We have severed all physical 
relations with homophile organisations, but 
are, nevertheless, continuing to counsel and 
befriend homosexuals whether or not they 
belong to a homophile movement or have 
been referred to us by a homophile move 
ment.

It is with some regret that CENTRE has had 
to break with the Triend* organisation. During the 
past few weeks several speculations have arisen 
amongst various people over the reasons. It should 
be said at the outset that it was not entirely due 
to a clash of personalities but a practical problem 
of management and finance.

In March 1973 the organisers of ‘Friend’, both 
national and local, met to discuss the fusion of 
‘Friend’ and the Albany Society, the latter being 
a company with charitable status. The outcome 
would have meant a split from CHE and the re 
placement of the Board of Directors of the Albany 
Society with ‘Friend’ organisers and counsellors. 
The meeting realised that this latter course would 
not be an easy task.

After a meeting between a few of the ‘Friend’ 
personnel and the Albany Society directors, 
CENTRE decided to split from ‘Friend’. CENTRE 
regards the most important aspect of its work as 
the counselling and befriending of people. At the 
meeting it was suggested that each client would be 
charged £1.50 to discuss their problem with a 
counsellor. The counsellor used by ‘Friend’ Lon 
don would be employed and selected by the 
Albany Society and ‘Friend’ would be used as a 
befriending service, and that homosexual coun 
selling would only constitute 20% of the 
counselling work of the Albany Society.

It was these proposals that CENTRE directors 
found totally unacceptable. The hard work that 
the counsellors had done over the past year was 
not going to be jeopardised by political 
manoeuvring. They gave their services voluntarily

on Saturday December 24. He had spent 
some time in the flat during the day.

At 2.30am on Sunday -  an official police 
estimate -  he was dead -  back in the 
Sanchez room. At that stage, Sanchez was 
working at a night club. He’d arranged to 
meet Alvarez at the club at 3am Sunday. 
Alvarez never made it.

So the crucial hours were between 
7.30pm Saturday and 2.30am Sunday.
Only eight hours, which decided his death.

There are suggestions that when he left 
the house in Collingham Place -  only a 
tew doors from the West London Air 
Terminal, he travelled by underground 
possibly from Gloucester Road station.
He had allegedly been seen around that 
area often.

He may have been to the concourse at 
Victoria mainline station. He had been seen 
there before. He may also have been in the 
concourse at Piccadilly Circus underground 
-  a place where he’d also been sighted often.

Police do not know whether he saw 
anybody, met anybody, or went home with 
anybody. He was presumably wearing a cape 
with gilt neck decorations during those eight 
crucial hours, so it is inconceivable that 
nobody saw him.

He was also wearing a black leather 
jacket. He was short, slightly-built, with 
dark hair.

Did he go home alone, and how did he 
get home? Did he even go home, or did he 
go straight back to his young Spanish 
friend’s flat in London SW5?

They all remain, for the moment, 
unanswered.

There is one other vital clue, but police 
have for the moment run aground in their 
search for it. It’s a search for a youngish 
Scottish man called John. No surname . . .  
just John, or ‘Scottish John’. He was seen 
with Alvarez two days before he died in the 
West End actor’s pub, The Salisbury, and 
police think he might be able to throw 
some light onto the mystery.

But ‘Scottish John’ has vanished. Possibly 
back to Scotland, but police have no evi 
dence to support that theory.

Gay News’ next issue will feature a com 
plete rundown on the Alvarez story, and if 
possible, we will re-enact the last times 
Alvarez was seen in public.

In the meantime, if you think you have 
any information as to the mystery of the 
death of Alvarez, you can either contact 
the Kensington Police, or go through Gay 
News. We will pass any information on to 
Det Chief Inspector Tapp.

He assured me that any information, 
vital or otherwise, would be treated in the 
utmost confidence.

Tim Skinner

and kept the closest liaison with befrienders.
What had started as a two night a week service 
has expanded into a five night counselling service, 
with awareness groups for men. Over the period 
of a year we have seen more clients than the 
whole of the CHE membership in London.

The Directors, Counsellors and many of the 
Befrienders have felt they will not be dictated to 
and bargained over by a handful of individuals 
most of whom have no experience of homosexual 
counselling.

Since the break, contrary to speculation and 
rumours circulated by many bitter individuals, 
CENTRE is continuing and expanding its homo 
sexual counselling and befriending service. It is 
now operating men’s and women’s awareness 
groups, a disco on Friday evenings for any gay 
person, male or female, who feels he or she would 
like an atmosphere which is warm and friendly.
It is hoped to create a group for homosexual 
alcoholics, student and youth work, the latter 
having the benefit of Ms Rose Robertson and 
her ‘Parent Enquiry’. She has a wealth of ex 
perience in this field and will be using the 
premises on Thursday evenings. Legal problems 
will also be dealt with.

We conclude by saying that CENTRE has, 
throughout its existence, placed the welfare of 
its clients first. There are over two million homo 
sexuals in this country most of whom will have 
a problem at some time during their lives.
By being an impartial charitable body we hope to 
reach more people without prejudice, and we are 
convinced that the interest and welfare of people 
are your concern also.

PERSONNEL of CENTRE

Faces Behind 
The Names

THE occasion of our first birthday seemed 
as good an excuse as any for splurging our 
smiling faces all over the front cover. If 
you’re interested, the people in the picture 
are back row (left to right): Jean-Claude 
Thevenin, Denis Lemon, Sandi Rutenberg, 
Stephen MacLean and Mike Nightingale, 
front row (left to right): Michael Mason, 
Pascal Danot and Peter Mundy.

If you see any of these faces in a pub 
looking tired, broke and thirsty . . .

NEWS
Transsexual

Mystery
Clarified

OPEN DOOR/Put together by the Trans 
sexual Liberation Group/Community Unit 
Programme, BBC2, June 4.

VIEWERS who saw this programme must 
surely agree that the BBC deserve a vote of 
faith for giving a group of transsexuals the 
opportunity to show that they are not bats 
from Transylvania, but merely every-day 
people whose condition is neither horrifying 
nor particularly extraordinary.

Transsexual Della Alexsandra held the 
discussion together with commendable good 
sense. Her overall approach was laudable -  
even though the immediate problems trans 
sexuals must face were of immediate and 
personal concern, she placed strong emphasis 
on the view that the public must be made 
aware that all sexuality is of a polymorphous 
nature. Rather than exclusively concerning 
herself with transsexualism, hers was the 
task of encouraging viewers towards 
complete self-realisation of their own 
sexuality.

There are, however, more immediate 
problems to be faced. Firstly, a marriage 
involving a transsexual partner can be 
annulled if the husband chooses to announce 
to a court that his wife was once a male, 
even if he knew this fact prior to marriage. 
And although marriage with a transsexual 
partner is legal, it is not “ lawful” .

Laura, one of the women present des 
cribed her wedding:

“We got married at St Pancras Town Hall, 
darling.”

Was a birth certificate asked for?
“No darling, I was terrified they would.

I was waiting for someone to tap me on the 
shoulder and say ‘It’s Holloway for you, 
dear.’ Legally, the marriage does not exist, 
although it’s been of great psychological 
benefit.”

As well as legal problems, a lack of 
medical understanding was also bemoaned. 
The word ‘transsexual’ came into being in 
1956 via a Dr Benjamin. A three month 
delay is required for transsexuals wishing to 
have the operation on national health. “ It’s 
like living on the edge of a volcano,” said 
Jan, a blonde, the only one present who 
claimed to have once been gay (gays rejected 
her because she was too effeminate). Rachel, 
who had two children in her care from a 
marriage to a woman, said her pre-operation 
personality went through changes that were 
disturbing.

The period of waiting was particularly 
precarious for those who needed to work.
To have an insurance card one must produce 
a birth certificate, often causing embarrass 
ment.

Leo Abse, MP, and Dr Schlicht, a medical 
and psychological expert, appeared during 
the final portion of the 50 minute pro 
gramme. Dr Schlicht countered that the 
delay was necessary for psychiatrists to 
observe their patients and decide whether 
or not the operation would be beneficial. 
“There are many who would not benefit 
from such an operation,” he said, “such 
as feminine homosexuals, or drag queens 
who revel in their maleness.”

The women, however, seemed in general 
agreement that the psychiatrist should be 
better informed and “have the courage of 
his convictions”.

The psychiatrist and Leo Abse disputed 
some of the phraseology earlier used by the 
transsexual women (‘intersexual’ etc), but 
expressed hope that the public would 
employ “understanding” and “tolerance” 
on transsexuals wishing to live as normal 
wives. This is rather saddening: if Della 
Alexsandra’s hopes became reality, people 
would not need to put themselves in the seat 
of judgement, because they would accept 
all sexuality as fact, not merely a peccadillo 
open to moral judgement.

“Our femaleism is a fact, not a choice,” 
she said. In conclusion: “ It must be realised 
that we are just the top of the iceberg of 
human sexuality. Both sexes pulsate 
towards the middle, and the sex act itself 
could be interpreted as an attempt to 
become and absorb the beloved.”

Whatever the effect the show may or 
may not have on legal and medical judge 
ments, the good of it was that several 
transsexuals were on view to the public, 
talking from their perspective. Della 
Alexsandra and associates deserve full 
marks for the sustained common sense 
they presented as do the BBC for putting 
this show to air.

Stephen MacLean
ED: In the next issue o f GN we will run 
John Gough's feature on transsexualism, 
followed hy an exploration o f hermaphro 
ditism and transvestitism in issues 28 and 30.

Gays ‘Non-C reative’ But A lm ost 
A cceptable  

FOLLOWING closely on the furore within 
the Church of England over the Archbishop 
of York’s view that many Anglican clergy 
are gay, we now have on record the attitudes 
of Lord Soper, a senior ex-President of the 
Methodist Church. In an interview with 
Peter Storey, a Roman Catholic priest, in 
The Spectator, Lord Soper adopts a mostly 
sympathetic stance, but would clearly be 
happier if he thought there were some thera 
peutic ‘cure’ to homosexuality. He also 
throws a challenge to Methodist ministers to 
take part in discussions with gay groups.

To what extent Lord Soper has come into 
contact with homosexual life is uncertain.
It seems his experience has been gained 
mostly through prison work. And two of his 
remarks make one wonder whether he is fully 
aware of the nature of gay relations: ” . . .  I 
was one of the chaplains at Pentonville 
Prison and was thrown into contact with a 
great many homosexuals there. I had the 
quite scarifying experience of seeing a man 
immediately after he’d been birched and 
found that he enjoyed it -  he wasn’t just 
homosexual, he was also what is called per 
verted in other ways”. Well, maybe. But what 
makes Lord Soper say he wasn’t just homo 
sexual; why does he, on recalling his 
memories of homosexual conduct, immedi 
ately alight upon what is obviously masochis 
tic behaviour, about which most gay people 
would be as “scarified” as Lord Soper. Later 
in the interview, he again throws doubt on his 
personal knowledge of gay behaviour: “ . .  .1 
am perfectly satisfied that it is no more 
wrong for a couple of men to hold hands as 
an expression of affection than it is for a 
fellow to hold hands with his girl. . . ” Gee, 
thanks, but holding hands can get a bit 
boring. On asking himself how far “that 
sexual process” can be justified, Lord Soper 
becomes rather confused. A relationship, he 
says, may well be permissible between two 
“definitely homosexual” people, but it 
depends on the environment, on the degree 
of commitment, and on whether it is what 
he calls “sacramental” .

What chiefly seems to worry him is that a 
homosexual relationship is “non-creative” .
He makes this point twice: “ . . .  The sexual 
act between heterosexuals is an act with a 
creative element in it: the homosexual act is 
uncreative and is therefore to be deplored 
because it strikes against the whole concept 
of life as being a creative experience.” and 
again “ . . .  There is no doubt that hetero 
sexuality is creative in the simplest sense of 
that word, and therefore homosexuality is 
an abnormality. For that reason 1 think it 
would be in their interests to try to get cured, 
but you can’t expect them at the stage at 
which they are homosexuals necessarily to 
agree with you. That is why I should have 
thought that the most productive therapy is 
that which can begin with the child -  if 
possible -  rather than attempt to change the 
adult.”

To be fair, he does admit the social 
pressures against gay people: “ . .  . I would 
firmly agree with anyone who wanted to say 
that homosexuals have a raw deal . . . ” and 
later: “ . . .  We shall have a right to expect a 
more responsible attitude from homosexuals 

when we treat them better. I think we’ve got 
to be much more tolerant of them, in the 
sense that we’ve got to recognise that they 
are human beings.”

He goes on to say that he would like to 
see a more determined effort to break through 
the barriers of suspicion and embarrassment.
“ I wonder how many Methodist parsons at 
the moment would address or take part in 
conversations with homosexual groups?” he 
asks. “Now I think it would be a very good 
thing if they did.”

The most startling revelation of the inter 
view is an anecdote about John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodist Church. Did you 
know that Wesley “ended up marrying a 
thoroughly undesirable widow and flirted 
around with all sorts of young girls on the 
back of his horse and talked to them in 
Greek” Now that’s something to bring up
the next time someone starts quoting old- 
fashioned Methodism at you.

Brian Kerr
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NEWS
Harassment

And
Discrimination
THE increased police harassment of gays 
over the past few weeks, coupled with the 
rash of recent convictions for obstruction, 
cottaging, threatening behaviour etc, throws 
into even sharper focus (if that were possible) 
the question of whether the present law 
relating to public indecency and cognate 
activities is being fairly administered or 
whether there is, in fact, prima facie evi 
dence of anti-gay discrimination on the part 
of police and the courts. Many innocent 
gays have been induced by the police to 
plead guilty, little realising that a criminal 
conviction can have the most awesome spin 
offs (eg ban on entry to the USA).

If, in the face of mounting evidence, one 
still subscribes to the myth of judicial im 
partiality, how does one explain the 
staggering disparity in court penalties within 
a single metropolitan area? Why, in the past 
month alone, should one gay have been 
fined £10 and another £100 for the same 
cottaging offence when both incidents 
occurred in different parts of the same town 
(London) and when both defendants were 
first offenders wifh comparable incomes?

Pending new sexual legislation, we have 
little option but to live as best we can within 
the sow’s ear of the existing law — but that 
does not mean that we need lie down any 
more under its abuse and allow the brute 
further licence to flail us with its prissy 
porcine hooves.

There are various blankets that can be 
thrown now on this sorry bed of nails. We 
can:
1. Inform homosexuals of their rights in the 

event of arrest, and provide immediate 
legal advice on a nationwide basis;

2. Collect and supply factual information 
concerning suspected cases of anti-gay 
discrimination by the courts and police. 
Cases of discrimination are notoriously

difficult to prove, but once it is seen that 
we have a case, the way should be clear to 
open a dialogue with the police at chief 
constable level and enlist their co-operation.

A further, and parallel aim would be the 
achievement of some measure of uniformity 
in sentencing criteria.

It was to further these objectives that 
CHE recently set up the Legal Standing 
Committee, which is currently establishing a 
national contact network through local CHE 
groups.

Without your help we are, of course, 
powerless to act. If, therefore, you know of 
any instances of suspected anti-gay discrimi 
nation, or if you would like to support the 
Committee in its work, please contact either 
myself or our Chairman, Mike Barnes, at 
CHE National Office, 28 Kennedy Street, 
Manchester M2 4BG.

Bob Sturgess

Newsettes
■  G ood News?
CARDIFF: The scrapping of laws based on 
Christian ethics — such as those governing 
divorce, abortion and homosexuality -  will 
eventually lead to the death of the parlia 
mentary democracy in Britain, Archbishop 
Murphy prophesied whilst addressing Civic 
Leaders here.

■  California, Here I Com e . . .
MISSOURI: “There will be a constant 
pressure to be recognised’’, said a Mr Webster, 
worried about the rise of Gay Lib whilst 
alloting State Budget to Columbia University. 
“We will not subsidise sodomy. We would like 
to send all the queers to California.”

■ T h e  C obw eb T o Close
EDINBURGH: The Cobweb, SMG’s regular 
Saturday night disco, is to close its doors on 
Saturday 30 June. The discos began in 
January 1971 in a blaze of publicity, for 
they were the first of their kind in Scotland. 
Latterly the Cobweb has proved far too 
small and a search for new premises has been 
going on now for nearly a year. SMG are 
keen to open a general community centre, 
open 7 days a week, and providing members 
and friends with a wide range of services. 
Almost ideal premises have indeed been 
located in the central part of the city, but 
the present owners do not intend to vacate 
until early 1974. The cost (anticipated to be 
in the region of £35,000) will be met from 
the operation of a club licence and from 
loans. Until then the local community 
intend to continue with occasional social 
events -  the campaigning side is not 
affected.

■  L ove’s Magic Spell

BURNLEY: Five youths, who claimed a 
man had propositioned them, beat him up 
outside a hotel, a Burnley magistrate was 
told. The five pleaded guilty to assault and 
were each fined £20 with £2 costs.

■  Petticoat For G ays
LONDON: Anne Nightingale, columnist for 
Petticoat Magazine (which sells mainly to 
girls in early teens) devoted a large chunk of 
her writing this issue to convincing readers 
that gay is good.

She opined that gays make excellent 
friends for a girl, and will take her out for 
a bang-up time -  no strings attached -  when 
she’s feeling blue. Anne also urged her 
readers to show some sense towards homo 
sexuality, in the hope that male hetero 
sexuals may get over their fear and ignorance 
to follow this lead.

■  Gay Murder C onviction
CHELMSFORD. Alan Melville, the 25 year 
old ex-Guardsman who battered a middle- 
aged gay man to death (GN24) has been 
jailed for life.

■  The Boy Pill
LONDON: Professor John Postgate of Sussex 
University, writing in The New Scientist, has 
suggested that the surest way to curb 
population growth is to produce a pill 
virtually insuring that the result of any 
heterosexual pairing would be male.

There is a surprising prejudice amongst 
ordinary people in favour of having male 
children,” he wrote. He reasoned that even 
with women receiving Queen Bee status, 
there would be few breeding opportunities.

What women might think of this did not 
enter his calculations -  nor did he speculate 
on what all those men would do with time 
on their hands and desire perhaps elsewhere.

■  The Threat o f  Nasty Spinsters

LONDON: The Church of England, under 
increasing pressure to let in women clergy, 
has had from within a heavy reaction against 
such an idea. The chauvinistic rationale 
from clergymen included such opinions as 
“ If the Lord had wanted women in the 
ministry, he would have appointed women 
apostles,” and reticence because priestesses 
have historically been associated with sexual 
rites.

The real bon mot, however, came from 
the Bishop of Ripon: “The pressure isn’t 
coming from ordinary housewives, you 
know. It’s coming from acidic, embittered 
spinsters. It’s only masculine, dominating 
women who want to become priests.”

The Q ueen O f May
Pictured is Lyn New, crowned May Queen, 
with Brian Johnson and George MacFarlane. 
The event was the first of what is planned as 
a yearly event at the Green Room of the 
Wheatsheaf, Shepherd’s Bush. Runners-up 
“Wilma Smith” and Bobbi also featured 
heavily in gold lurex.

Police Close 
'Too Gay' 

Dance Studio

Shortage O f Space

Owing to an acute shortage of space, we have 
been forced to hold over a number of articles 
and regular items until the next issue, including 
the results of the second GN competition.

Also, the GN Mail Order Service is still operative, 
there just wasn’t any room to feature it  Books 
listed in GN 24 are still available.

Scarborough: Approximately 24 policemen 
raided a dancing school following a hot tip 
that several gays were amongst its regular 
customers, it was claimed at York Crown 
Court.

The club has now been closed. The coun 
sel of club owner Kenneth Parkes (a judge 
on BBC’s ‘Come Dancing’ TV show) ex 
plained: “The justices based their reasons 
on the fact that a number of gay people 
attended these premises.” Parkes estimated 
that about ten of the 40 or so regular 
customers were gay.

She was repulsed by members o f  the same sex 
kissing each other.________________________

“They could come somewhere to relax and 
have a drink with normal people. I never had 
any complaints at all”, Parkes said. The so- 
called “normal” people included three 
customers, each married women, who ex 
plained that they had never seen any “ in 
decent behaviour” .

Parkes has been convicted on four charges 
of supplying drink after hours and em 
ploying a doorman under 18. He is appealing 

Studio disc jockey Walter Fenwick (who 
is also G N ’s Scarborough rep) described the 
raid as “One big joke -  about 24 policemen 
raiding a club like ours.”

GN has of late noticed a strong trend 
towards harassment of gays by a British 
police force who are continually bemoaning 
the fact that they are understaffed, but 
nevertheless find time to tramp through gay 
clubs and pubs in large numbers.

Now about 24 of them have seen fit to 
drive the evils of foxtrotting and gay chatter 
from Scarborough.

Reminders 
And Jottings

Get Well S oon
Barry Conley, our theatre and general showbiz 

critic, is going into hospital for a minor operation, 
but thanks to his foresight, he has accumulated 
enough reviews to ensure that the Stage page 
remains one of the most informative and enter 
taining in the review section. While in hospital, 
he is going to write a feature on the new musicals 
currently playing in New York, some of which 
may be staged later this year in London. We feel 
sure that our readers will join us in wishing Barry 
a speedy return to good health.

A New Face In The Art D ept.
Jean-Claude, our resident designer and 

illustrator, has been joined in our art department 
by David Rush ton, a handsome 26-year-old, who 
originally hails from Liverpool. David assists with 
pasting up the paper and in the future will be 
illustrating some of the articles we intend to 
publish. David will also be involved in designing 
posters, which you may remember we wanted to 
start producing and selling through our mail order 
service.

Our Gay Sports Hero For Am erica
The Advocate, America’s largest national 

circulation and most respected periodical for gays, 
has picked up on our lead feature in GN 23. In it 
we described how Tim Brand-Cromby stood a 
very good chance of becoming the first gay sports 
hero. The Advocate’s editors, as do the editors of 
Gay News, consider this could be a major break 
through for all gay people if Tim Brand-Cromby 
manages to achieve what he has resolutely set out 
to accomplish. Because of The Advocate’s 
enthusiasm over this exclusive GN news feature, 
we have given them permission to reproduce the 
story in one of their forthcoming editions.

Dates and D eadlines
The next edition of Gay News (No 26) will be 

published and available on June 28. Details of 
deadlines and copy dates for that issue can be 
found under the contents section on Page 2.
It is important to make a note of these dates to 
avoid disappointment

Gay News

Solution
WE apologise to GN Crossword addicts for 
this regular feature's non-appearence in this 
issue. Space problems have forced us to 
hold over the one we have prepared until 
GN 26.
This is the solution to GN No 7173, which appeared 
in the last edition o f  the paper.

Gues Down
1. Late show
2. Shufflewick (Mrs)
3. Tim (Tim-e/

Tiny Tim)
4. Fee
5. Endowed
6. Nil (Nil-e)
9. Pal.

11. Lilac Domino
12. Ye. (Ye-t)
14. Sober (anag)
16. Or (wh-or-ing)
17. Let it gel.
19.1 Charge.
21. Hi
24. Sin
25. Up 
27.00.
29. Ali.
30. Kat (Kit Kat Club/ 

Ali Kat)

PRIVATE G UEST HOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST served until noon

50 Egrcmont Place -  Brighton 
Tel: Brighton 683961

Gues Across
1. Last of the Wine
7. Hi.
8. Trumpet (S-trumpet) 

10. Dolly.
13. Last Will 
15. Hole
18. Ore (wh-ore)
19. In bed (anag)
20. CHE
22. Edit (tide rev.)
23. Richards 
26. Poker 
28. Wan King
31. An (An-ne)
32. Blame his Tool.

Regret O f The Month

GENTLE reader, please forgive us for the mysterious 
wfiite lines and splurges of ink that smothered our 
last editioa We’ve had our printers guts for garters.

♦ *
Easv Reach of Station 

Close to Seafront. Bars and Clubs 
Personal Attention Friendly Atmosphere 

Advance Bookings Central Heating



The Cay News First Anniversary Awards
FILM

Oh Lucky Man! Director: Lindsay Anderson. Script: David Sherwin. 
Music: Alan Price. Stars: Malcolm McDowell, Ralph Richardson, Arthur 
Lowe, Dandy Nichols, Rachel Roberts, Mana Washboume, Graham 
Crowden.

WORST FILM
Our Miss Fred Director: Bob Kellet Stars: Danny La Rue, Alfred Marks. 

PLAY

ipers Written by Tom Stoppard. Producer: Peter Woods. Stars: 
hael Hordern, Diana Rigg, Alan McNaughton.

[m u s i c a l

sy Music: Jules Styne. Lyrics: Stephen Sondheim. Director: Arthur 
rents. Stars: Angela Lansbury, Zan Charisse.

*SHOW

Robinson Crusoe Produced, scripted and performed by Le Grand Magic 
Circus. (At the Roundhouse, Chalk Farm, London, for a season 
December 1972/January 1973.)

TELEVISION SHOW 

The Magic Roundabout Shown on BBC1

T/VSHOW
That Door Star: Larry Grayson. Shown on all commercial channels. 

RECORD
te Parts by Peter Straker. Written and produced by Ken Howard 
Uan Blaikley. Released on RCA Victor.

f t :

f T  WORST RECORD 

Getting A Drag by Lindsey de Paul.

Non-fiction — Homosexual: Oppression and Liberation by Dennis 
Altman. Published by Angus & Robertson.
Fiction -  Fadeout by Joseph Hansen. Published by Harrap.

DRAG ARTIST  

Mrs Shufflewick

PERIODICAL 

Andy Warhol's Interview Magazine.

Jamie Gardiner (for his outstanding contribution in preparing the NUS 
Gay Rights motion).

Campaign for Homosexual Equality’s first National Conference held at 
Morecambe in April.

O

*
Lunch.

THE CUFF RICHARD A WARD 
Cliff Richard

COTTAGE

The late, lamented Victoria Station assembly rooms.

‘COMMON MA RKETA WA RD 

The Boltons, Earls Court Road, London SW5 

PROVOCA TEURS 

The Chelsea Police FORCE.

GREAT LIE

The unofficial Lord Longford Report on Pornography.

*  BEST FORGOTTEN
David Bailey's Andy Warhol television documentary.

f t  GREATEST REGRET

Scottish Minorities Group’s choice of 18 as the age of consent 

^  THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE AWARD FOR ‘COMING OUT' 

Joan Baez

f t  OUTRAGE 

The Melody Maker Affair.

HETEROSEXUAL DIPLOMA 

Lord Jellicoe

f t  L YNCH MOB NOMINA TION 

John Field and The News of the World Gang

*  FATHER FIGURE 

David Bowie

* 5 ^  THE NICE LITTLE OLD LADY PRIZE 

Dorothy Squires

THE GOLDEN BOY SCOUT AWARD 

Graham Chapman

2 ^ 1  SUMMER SPORTSMAN 

Princess Anne.

^  THEGN ‘GARLAND’STATUETTE

1st: Jim Bailey. 2nd: Liza Minnelli. 3rd: Peter Sellers

THE QUEEN’S A WARD TO INDUSTRY 

Johnson & Johnson for you know what.

CHEEK OF THE YEAR 

David Cassidy

THE PASCAL DANOTA WARD FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Earl .of Snowdon.

INDIGESTION OF THE YEAR



' | FLASHBACK FEATURE ]

The Way We Learned 16 Walk
HERCULEAN. What else can something like 
this be? Maybe an act of gross unfairness. 
Here 1 sit, face to face with my typewriter, 
surrounded by every edition we have ever

(lublished, about to tackle what might hope- 
ully become a collection of gay memories, 

a stroll back through the pages that made up 
our first year, an attempt to review some of 
the stories and campaigns that worked, and 
some that didn't.

If it works, maybe we should get some 
body to record it and call it Gay News’ 
Greatest Hits.

But it’s a little hard, having lived in 
England for little more than six editions, to 
step back and cast a full-faced look at the 
first year of Gay News . . .  but, said my 
colleagues, why not? And 1 just wasn’t fast 
enough to dream up the right reason at the 
right time.

So here it is. The Tim Skinner Memorial 
Review of Twelve Months of Gay News.
And I’m writing it with both hands, so it 
won’t take too long.

Gay News Number One appeared after 
much preparation and heraldry -  late. It was 
back in the days when we were doing that 
hard-boiled-egg thing on every page and a 
wide-eyed Jimmy Saville on the cover. It was 
an almost-hopeful story about Jimmy’s near 
gayness that didn’t quite work, but we’re all 
still very good friends.

Our first editorial goes under the ‘best-of 
series too. Remember . .  . ‘we won’t be late 
again’ . . .  ‘a collective is a grand idea’ . . . and 
‘money has been a problem.’

Gay News 1 saw the birth of Julian 
Denys Grinspoon’s famous Biograph 
Reviews where we discovered that the films 
didn’t matter too much, it saw Cliff Richard 
as the first Het of the Month, Spare Rib,
Time Out and Gin became our first display 
advertisers, and Denis Lemon told us that 
Dusty Springfield had always been a fine 
singer.

Gay News 2 hit the streets with a stunning 
statement in its editorial which said ‘This is 
The Second Issue of Gay News’, and on 
which we featured that now-legendary 
picture of David Seligman, firmly grasping a 
model of a male extremity in his right hand 
in a lovely glowing pink cover. Issue 2 found 
us still hoping for a large financial donor, 
we questioned the 1967 Sexual Offences Act 
and called it ‘The 1967 Confidence Trick’, 
we warned about increased police activity in 
Battersea Park, David Hockney became our 
first in-depth interview, and subsequently 
revealed very little. Spare Rib and Time Out 
advertised again, Julian Denys Grinspoon 
went back to the Biograph and seemed to be 
enjoying it. David Bowie made his first 
appearance on our pages when Doug Pollard 
reviewed his Ziggy Stardust album, and 
Parisian Jean-Claude Thevenin officially 
joined the GN collective.

Jean-Claude Thevenin, GN's design and art editor, 
conferring with Denis.

Something happened on the cover of 
Gay News 3 that got the old town talking.
We carried a picture of two gay men kissing 
to point up the Gay Pride weekend at 
Fulham, the first one we covered. We 
didn’t ask for a cent in our third editorial, 
but we were having trouble with W H Smith 
& Sons who repeated their emphatic refusal 
to distribute us.

Gay News 3 was when we went to chew 
things over with some friendly MP’s in the 
House of Commons, we had gay oppression 
rife in South London, and Doug Pollard 
launched the first verbal attack on increasing 
violence against gays, Denis Lemon was 
waving a flag for Janis Joplin, Julian Denys 
Grinspoon was wearing himself out at the 
Biograph, we had only one big advertise 
ment, our classifieds were picking up nicely, 
and Cliff Richard wasn’t mentioned.

Gay News 4 was on time, pnnted properly, 
with more classifieds than ever, and it told of 
‘leather lawmen’ patrolling the cottages

around Glasgow. Number four also had the 
half-negative results of the gay invasion of 
Parliament, Graham Chapman filled two 
incredible pages in the centre spread as a 
deep-thinker story by Denis Lemon, Julian 
Denys Grinspoon was back at the Biograph, 
complaining about the special fragrance of 
their air freshener and raving about John 
Wayne, nothing happened overseas, and our 
Het of the Month was changed to Queen of 
the Month.

Ian Dunn, GN's Scottish correspondent.

The cover of Gay News 5 was a disaster. 
We tried to marry some pretty Rod McKuen 
words with pictures, and the result was like 
yesterday’s breakfast. Peter Holmes made 
his first appearance as a collective writer, we 
made it very clear that we needed more 
money to survive, we called Jackie Forster 
Jacquie Forster in the same line, we printed 
our very first libellous statement (and we’re 
not saying what it was), David Bowie was at 
the Royal Festival Hall, and we called it 
Gayrock in a right-on story, Julian Denys 
Grinspoon had a ball at the Biograph, but 
we printed his reviews in the wrong order, 
we carried display ads for Follow-Up and 
the Classic Cinema, and Denis Lemon told 
us that Simon and Garfunkels Greatest Hits 
album wasn’t for trendies.

Number 6 was something like an onion 
and ice-cream pie. We challenged the dailies 
for immediacy with a cover story and UPI 
picture of that gay bank robber in New York. 
The sales results showed we pulled a wonder 
ful turkey with that one. Gay News street- 
sellers were nabbed by police and a court 
case was set, Cliff Richard made page 5 
because he was banned for performing in 
Singapore because of his ‘long hair’, we told 
how to troll in Saudi Arabia, and we devoted 
a feature to S&M.

David Bowie astonished everyone at the 
Finsbury Park Rainbow, our own Jean- 
Claude had a dreamtime drawing of him, the 
Pink Elephant advertised for the first time, 
so did Rod McKuen’s publishers, we carried 
the story of the birth of Jeffrey, and we were 
offering a first prize in our contest to find a 
new logo for the front page. That prize . . .  a 
free night out at the Biograph with Julian 
Denys Grinspoon, who was almost glued to 
his seat there.

Gay News No 7 was almost uneventful.
It carried a very wordy and non-front-page 
front page and centre-spread feature all 
about ‘The Other Love’, and it told how 
there wasn’t much hope of the gay laws 
being changed in South Australia. We went 
for a troll around Capri, it told how Denis 
Lemon was fined £5 for ‘obstructing the 
sidewalk’ outside the Coleherne while taking 
photographs of police harassment. Liberace 
appeared in our ‘Return of the Het’ column, 
display advertising slipped back a little, and 
Julian Denys Grinspoon didn't appear. Not 
the best issue.

We called No 8 416 sexy pages’ and it 
really started to take on a nice professional 
look. The best issue by far. We had Lord 
Porn lashing back, a lot of drag gays arrested 
at the Notting Hill Gate pub, and a stunner 
of a story from the Manchester Council 
saying that their pier wasn’t safe for a CHE 
Conference. CHE got three hours of radio 
time on Radio London, we had to apologise 
for selling out of copies of Issue 7, we 
trolled in Russia, Oz advertised for the first 
time, we learned that ‘there are no homo 
sexuals in the USSR’, and we announced the 
death of the Julian Denys Grinspoon 
Biograph reviews, which has screwed my 
chances of mentioning him until issue 25. 
Apparently Julian D was interfered with 
during the climactic moments of ‘Grope’.

Rupert Murdoch would have loved our 
cover on Gay News 9 for his News of the 
World. We labelled our front page story this 
way: ‘Queers -  I’ve Done What I’ve Wanted 
With Them’. ‘Brutalising, Punching, Kicking 
and Stabbing’.

It was a David Seligman/Angus Suttie/ 
Jeffrey Weeks/Micky Burbage interview with 
a self confessed ‘queer basher’ that made # 
good, sensational reading. We also carried a 
noisy account of America’s first fully legal 
gay marriage. In our pages on No 8, the 
BBC banned David Bowie’s promotion film 
from their Tops of the Pops programme, we 
carried TEN display advertisements, and 
editorially, we libelled nobody.

There are a few very definite things I 
want to say about Gay News No 10. We were 
looking for more money, out display and 
classified advertising content was happily 
up, and it looked like we were selling more 
copies around more of England. William 
Vassall, the self-confessed spy, announced 
that he was gay, the world press was having 
a ball with ‘gay gunmen’ in half a dozen 
countries, we told how the Gay Civil Rights 
Movement was formed, we announced the 
birth of the Green Room at the Wheatsheaf 
Hotel, Glasgow’s Black Box News Agency 
was closed down, and author John Mont 
gomery revealed to us that he wrote the 
book ‘Queer People’. Unfortunately, in a 
number of copies, pages 7 and 10 were

Yet another phone call for Denis Lemon, GN's editor.

Gay News No 11 was on time and nicely 
printed, we were still open for donations, 
and we called that issue ‘Sixteen pages of 
Action Packed Gayness*. News-wise, it was 
an important edition . . .  probably the most 
newsworthy one to date. We told about the 
introduction of gay television in the USA, 
about a verbal fight between an Australian 
female impersonator and New Zealand’s 
Prime Minister, and a delightful interview 
with Mrs Shuffiewick by David Seligman. 
Also, we carried the good news of Newcastle 
Library’s decision to subscribe to Gay News, 
about the decision by the BBC to include a 
40-minute weekly programme for minority 
groups, and would you believe, a return of 
Julian Denys Grinspoon, who skimmed over 
the Biograph and got his teeth into some 
really fleshy writing. And how’s this. We 
carried advertisements for Thrust Records, 
The Pink Elephant, The Gay Times, Shanes, 
Fadeout, Le Faune, Sappho, A Fancy Dress 
Rave, Masquerade, Follow-Up.

Gay News 12 comes under the category 
‘Gee Whiz Data’. We called it ‘Now Gayer 
Than Ever’ and we stopped playing the role 
of hard newspapers and gave our covers over 
to display. In our editorial, we were still in 
agreement that it would be nice to accept 
contributions to keep going, and editorially,
we were grasping contacts around the world. 
At home, we had a London Warhol week, a 
procession ‘in memory of the Unknown Gay 
Dead’, and an excellent small feature by 
Doug Pollard all about the anti-woes of 
getting old. From Ireland, there looked like 
a slight glimmer of hope for a local CHE

group formation, and guess w hat. . .  a half 
page ad from the promoters of the Peter 
Straker concert, and Julian Denys Grinspoon 
was back, but sharing loyalties with the 
Biograph and a few gay clubs. A few changes. 
David Hart wrote a lovely piece on motor 
bikes, we clamped down on too much liberal 
advertising in our classifieds, and we intro 
duced a new column called ‘Here We Are 
Again’, in which we appealed for a new 
typewriter, complained that we were 
runningout of space in our London Street 
offices, and we promised a bumper Christ 
mas edition.

Advertising and circulation manager Peter Mundy.

There was never a Gay News No 13. We 
had a thirteenth edition, but it never carried 
a number. I didn’t know we were ever so 
slightly superstitious too. But it was lavish 
and well done. A credit, surely, to anybody’s 
six-month-old publication. News-wise, we 
beat most of the opposition. We told how 
Monty Python was castrated, we told how New 
Zealanders were furious because someone 
had been selling all-male nude calendars 
with the good bits covered up with brown 
tape, we had Mary Whitehouse going off to 
America to clean up US television, and we 
had news of Mrs Shufflewick’s first record.
In our Christmas feature department, the 
collective analysed Christmas, and to each 
his own, but Roger Baker wrote a lot. We 
had a feast of advertisements, we warned 
that we’d have to be even more strict with 
the classifieds, and Barry Conley wrote a 
creditable feature on Judy Garland.

Peter Holmes spent some time with 
Peter Straker -  as promised -  and wrote one 

.of his many in-depthers, which revealed not 
a lot, but Jean-Claude’s illustrations were 
excellent. The Het of the Month was on 
vacation, Julian Denys Grinspoon took to 
Christmas cookery lessons, we gave Artist of 
the Year to David Bowie, and Roger Baker 
chose ‘Technological Eating’ as his Book of 
the Year. An excellent edition complete with 
a liftout Christmas Party Game. Oh and yes, 
two potential cases for Christmas libel.

Gay News 14 found us really asking for 
money. We said: “We started with not 
enough money to get past issue 3. This is 
Gay News 14. We still need money. £500 
immediately, and another £1,500 to follow 
to guarantee our existence in 1973.’’ We 
stated for the first time that everyone on the 
staff received a maximum of £15 a week, we 
were still looking for a typewriter, looking 
for new offices and we welcomed Peter 
Mundy, who joined us as advertising and 
distribution manager. News-wise, our first 
1973 edition was heralded in with stories 
which told of Angela Weir being freed by 
an Old Bailey jury, we told of how three men 
in Stafford were jailed for what was called a 
‘bizarre and disgusting performance’, and we 
carried a piece about Sir Michael Swann, 
the then-new BBC chief who said he was 
anti-gay and anti-permissive. We told how 
1973 was a make-or-break year, we became 
Eurogays, and we blundered wonderfully.
At least in the eyes of many people, with 
a thud so resounding that we’re still hearing 
it. It was our ‘Of Men and Little Boys’ cover, 
and its associated story inside. Apparently, 
we learned a lesson in taste, and on how to 
keep a gay newspaper operating. Personally,
I saw not a thing wrong with the story.

Then there was Gay News 15. ‘Same Low 
Price’, we said from our overcrowded offices 
in London Street. We’d been joined by 
Michael Mason, who started to whip the 
operational flaws out of our slowly 
blossoming routine and we launched a 
campaign to find street-sellers. From our 
pages of news, we had all kinds of rumours 
about David Cassidy and his mate Sam 
Hyman, and Ross McWhirter was making a 
great fuss by having the Andy Warhol 
documentary banned from British TV.

While The Sunday People ridiculed the 
staff of a gay pub in Lancashire, our issue 15 
swooned over it, the Dutch Society for the



Integration of Homosexuality started 
fighting for Army gays, and David Seligman 
wrote a wonderful piece of advice to 
Paddington postmen who seemed to be 
eating our mail. We carried a small but 
pictorial feature on Danny La Rue, our 
editorials continued to get that heavy ‘news’ 
feel, Julian Denys Grinspoon continued to 
stay away, and there was a suggestion that 
we may have found new offices.

GN’s financial wizard Michael Mason.

We had a lovely cover on Issue 16 which 
promised we’d have an equally valuable 
interview with Joe Dalessandro. It turned out 
to be a lot of space with a lot of boring 
words. But we learn, I’m told. Issue 16 had us 
down in the Dilly looking at the trade, and 
over in Australia for the death of Sydney’s 
brilliant gay paper, ‘William and John*.
While Peter Holmes told us very little about 
Joe Dalessandro, David Seligman embarked 
on a nice workable think piece about David 
Essex and assorted stars. We lost the egg 
from our front cover and started to revamp 
the shape of the paper, we were still after 
money and getting a little, but not enough, 
and we’d launched an appeal for a filing 
cabinet. Advertising was up, classified were 
toned down to the right level, and in all. Gay 
News was starting to shape into something 
well worth lOp.

Gay News 17 had a wonderful London 
front page. Taken in the Dilly under the 
‘Finger Lickin’ Good’ sign. We were appa 
rently hopelessly overcrowded in our old 
offices, but all set for a move to another 
part of town, we still needed more money, 
and our printers were having troubles getting 
the colours right. But we were telling more 
and more news and treating it more seriously. 
From New York, we had the Gay Activist 
Alliance helping the state police in murder 
investigations, from Los Angeles, news of a 
gay synagogue, and at home, Birmingham 
fifth-formers gave heavy backing to the Gay 
Liberation Front. In Belfast, students were 
lobbying to make gay sex legal, across in 
Columbus, Georgia, hustling had the state 
authorities worried, and in London we told 
how the Observer said that Liberace was 
definitely not homosexual.

Number 18 was hard to recognise. We 
had a printing problem with our front cover. 
But it was our first real clash with a giant.. 
Gay News 18 bugled in a time of change in 
the newspaper. It saw the departure of 
Peter Holmes, and at last, a move to the 
new spacious offices at 34d (for downstairs) 
Redcliffe Square (where we’re currently 
running out of space) in Earls Court. 
Circulation was up, but so were the costs, 
and therefore, our appeal for money 
continued. David Seligman was writing film 
reviews fit for Fleet Street, and Denis 
Lemon was making Melody Maker wince. 
Jean-Claude was drawing deftly, Peter 
Mundy was selling more advertising, and 
Mike Mason was doing everything. And*in 
issue 18, an advertisement tor a news editor 
appeared. News-wise, we fought on. We 
supported Smiths Newsagents (not to be 
confused with W H Smith) in their refusal to 
sell The News of the World after they ran a 
totally anti-gay story. They in turn, gave 
Gay News pride of place in their shop window 
display. In other stories, two women army 
officers were discharged in the US for 
admissions of lesbianism, CHE decided to 
hold its conference in Morecambe, we 
carried what turned out to be a much-read 
feature on the ‘street boy sale’ in New York 
and we warned about more local cottage 
raids.

Issue 19 saw a bright step ahead in Gay 
News. More news, more features, more reader 
reaction, more advertising, but still, an appeal 
for money. We’d moved offices and because
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...Or Gay News'Greatest Hits
I happened to be reading Gay News at the 
right time, I saw that advertisement for a 
news editor, applied, started work the next 
day, and hello. Our front cover on 19 must 
have been one of the best. It was the trans- 
sexual boyfriend of the gay charged with the 
New York bank holdup last year. We had 
Sam Green admitting his gayness, we had 
Joan Baez admitting that she had once had a 
‘beautiful lesbian affair’, and Gay News 
made its own stories by helping out with the 
teach-in on homosexuality at Edinburgh 
University. We carried our First fashion 
feature, there was a photo page on Mae West, 
and Andy Warhol’s ‘Heat* commenced its 
London season.

We hope that Issue 20 was the start of a 
totally valuable newspaper. The price was 
increased to 15p and the circulation which 
we feared might drop, rose slightly. We 
increased the permanent size of Gay News to 
20 pages, and printed what became our best 
cover. David Cassidy and Sylvia Miles. We 
won an exclusive feature interview with 
Sylvia, and gave our new French photo 
grapher, Pascal Danot, a chartce to show the 
other papers that we knew how to take good 
pictures. We played with David Cassidy’s 
cheeks, and as a result, found ourselves in 
line for praise and criticism for ‘exploitation 
of fantasy’. We paid tribute to Sir Noel 
Coward, reviewed (collectively) and tore 
David Bailey’s Andy Warhol TV programme 
to small shreds. Our record reviews challenged 
whatever they do in the multi-sales pop 
papers, and the classifieds grew well into 
two pages. And one vitallyrimportant stage 
in the development of Gay News was 
reached. It stopped appealing for money.____

Tim Skinner, news editor ‘extraordinaire*

At Issue 21, we came of age. Circulation 
was up again, we went to the big CHE 
Conference at Morecambe, and devoted a 
lot of space to it, the Sexual Offences 
(Scotland) Bill was introduced, 360,000 
students voted for Gay Rights, and we won 
a two-page exclusive interview with Joan 
Baez -  an interview which has won us a lot 
of national approval. In it, Joan admitted her 
one-time gayness. We changed the name of 
‘Here We Are Again’ to ‘Reminders and 
Jottings’, we announced the introduction of 
a national enquiry into anti-gay discrimina 
tion, and we celebrated Easter over a bottle 
of champagne and a slice of toast and 
marmalade.

More changes to Gay News No 22 brought 
us more into line with a newspaper with 
responsibilities. We shaped our editorials into 
hard-line matters of policy and provocation, 
and invited harsh reaction from another 
newspaper. We scored national publicity as 
a result of a survey in Fleet Street after 
Melody Maker refused to carry a Gay News 
advertisement. We moved further into the 
realm of responsibility by analyzing the 
Australian Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, 
and we established a permanent news liaison 
with the Gay Activist Alliance in New York.

Issue 22 also told how Cliff Richard 
didn’t win that Eurovision Song contest,
Sha Na Na explained they used KY to make 
their hair shiny and we published a wonder 
ful chummy picture of Sam Hyman with 
David Cassidy. Jenny Fabian explained that 
she was a lesbian, and we carried our first 
half-page advertisement on the back cover.

By the time Number 23 had arrived, we 
had a new staff member, Mike Nightingale, 
who made wonderful tea and coffee. We got 
new lights for our artroom, a new desk for 
our general newsroom, and a new staff biro. 
News-wise though, we hopefully managed 
to publish the best paper to date. We 
uncovered a self-confessed gay in Tim 
Brand-Cromby, who, as a professional 
sportsman, might become our first Gay

Sports Hero. Which is why we put him on 
the cover. By the time that story was 
finished, we had another staff upheaval. 
David Seligman went to Canada, and we 
replaced him with Stephen MacLean,

Mike Nightingale, responsible for subscriptions 
and posta l4affaires\

another Australian, and a great asset. We 
published the findings of our nationwide 
gay accommodation survey and sparked off a 
wave of good reaction, we took two anti 
gay candidates to task, and analysed the 
giant press-carve-up of Doctor Coggan, the 
outspoken Church of England Archbishop. 
We heard that gay policemen were on the 
beat in New York, the body of actor, model, 
drag artist, and friend of GN, Wolfgang von 
Jurgen was found in the Thames, the West 
German Parliament passed a Bill to legalise 
male prostitution, and also lowered the age 
of consent there to 18. We interviewed the 
new NUS president, John Randall, A&M 
records decided that our Pascal’s photos of 
Joan Baez were the best in Europe and used 
them for her new album poster, and our sales 
figures crept slightly higher.

And so to issue 24 . . .  the one before 
this one. Naturally we want to think it’s the 
best we’ve done. Stephen has pushed the 
news pages into shape magnificently. We’re 
telling as much as we can. Denis analysed 
the happenings at Earls Court with David 
Bowie and Rod McKuen gave us one of the 
most intimate interviews he’s ever given.

Our editorials are tougher, our campaigns 
harsher. The sacred cows we hoped we’d 
never have, we now do not have.

This quarter-century edition (nicer than 
just the~25th) is aimed at whipping up more 
reaction, and hopefully, more sales.

So how can I sit here, two and a half 
hours later, and say fairly I am in a position 
to summarise the growth of Gay News? I 
can’t. Just accept it as honest when I say 
that after being aboard for only six editions, 
it’s more exciting every time. There have been 
some historic blunders -  even a few libellous 
errors -  but we now think we’ve got a good 
hold of Gay News in the right place.

And seeing you’ve read this far, it can’t 
be all that bad, can it?

Tim  Skinner

Stephen MacLean, GN's reporter at large.

masquerade
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310 Earls Court Koad
(Entrance Comer o f Earls Court Square)
London SW5 
01-373 3480

Intimate, Informal Restaurant,
Offering Fine French Cuisine
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- Minimum Charge £1.50
inc. Discotheque admission
Open 8.00 pm to 1.30 am (Last Orders)
Closed Sundays

Discotheque 
Admission 50p 
inc. Salad Supper 
10.00 pm to 2.30 am 
Open Every Night

Fully Licensed Until 2.00 am

Light-Show. Stereo 
Hir Conditioning.

A
ll photographs on pages 10 and 11, except for Ian D

unn's, by Pascal D
anot, G

ayshot.



P»g« 12

Brickbats And Bouquets
I believe, quite firmly, that Gay News is the 
best thing that has happened for the gay 
world in this country. Some people may put 
other developments higher: counselling ser 
vices, perhaps, or the growth of organisa 
tions. I remain suspicious of the former -  
no matter what groovy title they emerge 
under -  and am frankly disillusioned about 
the last. And I think of a remark in Dennis 
Altman's book when he suggests that an 
isolated gay person would acquire a much 
greater sense of community through reading 
the gaypress than from listening to any 
amount of worthy broadcasts by the Matta- 
chine Society. And by community I do not 
mean some privileged enclave to which the 
person might aspire, but, rather, a sense that 
there are lots of other gay people around, 
some with similar problems, some without.

So far. Gay News has not achieved this 
position, but I still feel it has the potential 
to do so. At the moment the paper falls 
badly between two stools. On one hand 
there is the need to project some of the 
radical principles of gay liberation in 
editorial outlook, comment and treatment 
of news stories. On the oth/r there seems 
to be a survival need to incorporate certain 
compromises which makes the paper seem, 
often, a reflection of the straight-gay scene. 
This conflict is most clear when one sets the 
review section against the rest. For example, 
something that Gay News may reasonably 
oppose is the stereotyping, and putting down 
of gay people in the entertainment industry. 
A news story will, therefore, be snide about 
someone like Larry Grayson. Yet the paper’s 
review of Applause made no comment at all 
on the dreadful gay bar scene in that 
dreadful show.

Similarly the comments on Rogers and 
Starr were equally bland (ironical that the 
only relevant comment on them was made 
by Time Out). The difficulties -  for 
straights and gays -  that attend the need 
for role-playing are a constant preoccupation 
in homosexual dialogue. And one is quite 
likely to find an article along these lines in 
the middle of Gay News. Yet reviews of 
Time and Time Again and Last Tango in 
Paris quite ignored the fact that role-playing 
and its consequences were pivotal to both 
entertainments.

One could repeat such inconsistencies.
My point is that they create disorientation 
in the reader and help to alienate two sub 
stantial sections of the gay community.
Thus, editorial and news coverage provokes 
tne straight gay to teel Gay News is boring/ 
duil/a downer/too radical etc; the more 
commercial, straight aspects of Gay News 
cause the more concernedly active gays to 
dismiss the whole thing as a cop-out to 
commerce.

As someone who has been fairly closely 
involved with the progress of Gay News 
from its inception (and before) I feel very 
unwilling to criticise it out of hand. More 
often than not 1 know the reason for a 
failure or a mistake, from inaccurate 
reporting to a clumsy lay-out. But Mr Gay 
in Newcastle isn’t interested to know that 
there’s been a big row, or that someone 
has lost the office keys or that someone 
has ’isappeared with the copy. I think, 
thoi •, from its earliest days, Gay News 
readers should have been made more aware, 
in some way, of the very tentative, explora 
tive nature of the project. But Gay News 
has always been very well designed and

A Frank Critique Rom A Friend

printed (compare it with any other under 
ground sheet); it comes on strong. Hence 
the surprised dismay just before Christmas 
when it became known that the outfit was 
in severe financial straits.

An outsider, like myself, with a little 
experience of journalism and newspaper 
production, could see difficulties ahead 
from the outset. Gay News began, laudably 
and properly, as a collective enterprise. This 
meant it was to be produced by a collective 
of individuals, all with equal say in the run 
ning of the paper. Ideas, writing talent and 
enthusiasm were high; practical experience 

and comprehension were low. Now if you are 
going to produce a paper or magazine on an 
irregular basis, this system could conceivably 

produce something that is exciting, original and 
perhaps brilliant. But Gay News was also pro 
moted, advertised, subscriptions solicited and 

accepted. And at once a firm 
commitment to a ^
readership 
had been C  
made.

At this point it 
is as well to consider, 

in Btneral terms, that initial
readership. Until Gay News the
unreliability of gay publications was notorious; 
but gay publications in this country had 
always been glossy or semi-glossy magazines, 
genital-orientated and highly (necessarily) 
commercial. A drop in income, a more than 
usual interest by the nnlire would cause 
a hiatus. But as I say, Mr Gav isn’t inter 
ested in the background: all he knows is that 
he has paid his money and isn’t getting tne 
goods. No gay publication is immune from 
these difficulties, no matter how high-minded 
the producer (witness Gay International 
News which has behaved, apparently, quite as 
badly as any _ commercial gaymag).

So from the beginning the 
collective was laced with 

the moral necessity 
of producing 

something

and bushy-tailed (especially bushy-tailed). 
The collective tended to attract people who 
thought they might like to write, rather than 
people who were willing to engage in the 
nitty-gritty of reporting and the repetitive 
tedium of magazine production. It also 
attracted people who seemed to view it as 
a kind of awareness group through which 
to relieve their own highly peculiar hang-ups. 
Some who came (and went) are to be 
regretted. There is a lot of talent flying 
around. But Gay News could never support 
occasional writers on a full time basis. One 
thing I hope for its future is that it will be 
able to do iust that.

Looking back over the past two dozen 
issues, certain things strike me. One is that 
the first six or so issues are (or seem) so 
much more interesting than those being 
produced just now. I tend to think this is

_____ an illusion, however.
Because any new magazine 

or newspaper goes 
through a period 

of experiment, 
to find out 
how to £0 

about it.

Then it settles down
almost to a formula which makes
it seem predictable. The unique quality 
of the early Gay News made each issue a 
genuinely new experience. Now it has settled 
down to a sort of plateau of sameness that 
makes each issue seem similar to the last. As 
I say, this is inevitable. But it is imoortant to 
know whether the final formula is. m fact the 
right one. This feeling of sameness also helped 
to explain why some people find reading 
the newspaper a downer. To repeat similar 
stories of police harassment week after week, 

to tear apart the comments of reporters in the 
straight press over and over again will defuse 
the critical/campaigning 
force of this work 
and make it seem first 
boring, then hystencal 
and finally deeply y r  A a

as regularly 
as it had predicted.
And immediately 
concepts of collective 
equality ran into nead-on conflict 
with division of labour and areas of respon 
sibility. Certain people connected with 
Gay News have been accused of chauvinism, 
ego-tripping and bullying. But without a 
very heavy, determined hand, someone 
dedicated, chance what, to seeing the paper 
come out then I do not think Gay News 
would have reached a third issue.

Consequently the collective’s personnel 
tended to vary from week to week, day to 
day almost. For a period it seemed that 
every time I went into the office or to a 
collective meeting I was confronted by yet 
another bright ring of faces, bright-eyed

Attitudes to 
campaigning and 

to social criticism 
are things that Gay News 

might well re-think at this stage.
Past issues also indicate (to me at least) 

that the oft-heard cry that Gay News is of 
no interest to women somewhat over-stated. 
Obviously an editorial collective that has 
only ever had two women associated with it 
(and that briefly) is going to see things 
through male eyes: and it would be danger 
ously wrong for those men consciously 
to try and add female-appeal to the news 
paper themselves. Only gay women really 
know what gay women want and know what 
would make Gay News more relevant to 
them. Add to this the undeniable fact that

more often than not what makes for gay 
news usually involves men.

On the other hand, however, it seems to 
me that the higher proportion of material 
contained in Gay News is of equal interest 
to men and women -  and I include the 
lengthy review section here. Profiles of 
women, comment by women, pieces about 
women are frequent. If it is a serious prob 
lem, I think the only possible way to try 
and solve it is to have some women deeply 
involved with the newspaper. But where 
are they?

There is a substantial section that has 
little woman-appeal — the personal contact 
ads. But this is an important campaigning 
feature of Gay News and one would hope 
that female readers support it, politically if 
not emotionally. This section, incidentally, 
also emphasises the conflict between radical 
and conformist perspectives. Theoretically 
we should hold that anyone has a right to 
advertise for any sort of sexual experience 
they need. But if these columns are to make 
a point, then, realistically, the advertise 
ments should be of exactly the same weight 
as similar ones carried for heterosexual con 
tacts in the straight press. A glance through 
the past 24 issues reveals too, a very good 
documentation of one gay year. Some of 
the reporting has been inaccurate, some 
unfair. But we have had fun, been murdered; 
made speeches, been arrested; held meetings, 
held dances; been tolerated by bishops and 
rejected by councillors, and so on and so 
on. This has a cumulative effect, indicating 
the breadth of the gayworld, underscoring 
the truth that homosexuals cannot be 
stereotyped but are essentially hetero 
geneous. And this, of course, is why Gay 
News cannot hope to appeal to every gay 
person.

But it is good to see it hanging outside 
the newsagent, flanked by Melody Maker 
on one side and Amateur Gardening on the 
other. This is integration: standing -  indi 
vidual, independent, not better, not worse -  
alongside the rest of the community.

if  Gay News can continue (money and 
staff problems are no easier than before) 
then it is certain that in the coming year, 
it will become more and more a regular 
newspaper. Formal distribution would mean 
its appearance way beyond the present hand 
ful of newsagents. This can only be a good 
thing. But I hope it will not be accompanied 
by an increasing blandness in approach.

One other thing is striking, from back 
issues. And that is a really creepy pre 
occupation with a pop singer called David 
Bowie. Rarely an issue is allowed to escape 
without a picture of this young man -  and 
when all available photographs had been 
used, then Jean-Claude actually drew him.
I think the David Bowie organisation ought 
to support the next twelve months of Gay 
News, so there.

Roger Baker

ED: Roger Baker has been a close friend o f  
GN since its birth, but not too involved to 
write an unbiased, critical appraisal o f  its 
development. Many o f  Roger's profound 
and significant articles on divers subjects 
appeared in our pages.
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| FEATURE

The Real 
Evelyn Waugh

by John Montgomery

THE PUBLICATION in the Observer of 
edited extracts from the late Evelyn Waugh's 
diaries has'given readers a one-sided view of a 
writer whose character was too complex to 
be easily dismissed. Critics who condemn him 
on the strength of these extracts as being 
unpleasant or evil cannot have known him 
well.

I worked on his behalf for 16 years as 
junior partner to his literary agent. In E W 
I found only kindness, a devastating sense of 
humour, great wit, consideration and 
loyalty. He was certainly eccentric, but this 
is not unusual among men and women of 
great ability. I think he rather enjoyed it.

When he visited London I often lunched 
with him at White's or at the Ritz, and 
looked forward to these meetings, which 
were often business discussions. He was far 
more entertaining than most of our authors, 
and twice as funny. He was also a great 
gossip, which was jolly, because so am I.

The private diary which he kept was 
obviously not intended to be read by the 
vulgar public, but it does not reveal the 
whole man.

I have some of his first editions inscribed 
to me “With thanks for your many kind 
nesses", and “With gratitude" and postcards 
and letters full of good humour and warmth. 
He never wasted words. One card says: 
“Thank you for making the BBC pay such a 
magnificent fee. E W".

I had (I believe my memory is correct) 
obtained for him a very large fee for his 
appearance with John Freeman in the BBC 
programme ‘Face To Face’. King Hussein, 
Orson Welles and all the other notables had 
accepted a set fee of fifty pounds each. I 
believed Evelyn Waugh was worth much 
more, and obtained it for him. One was often 
able to increase fees for clients, but not all 
were so appreciative.

The journalist Alan Brien recently revealed 
in his Sunday newspaper column that during 
a stormy exchange of insults he accused E W 
of being a latent homosexual. I never needed 
to do that. E W himself told me, at luncheon 
at the Ritz, that he possessed more than a 
fair share of homosexuality.

“You mean you’ve had some homosexual 
experience?" I asked.

“Yes," he replied, “ first at school and then 
later."

“ You mean you were in love with another 
boy?" I asked. “ But surely, that's quite 
common when one is young?"

He replied: “Yes, but one’s schooldays 
influence the rest of one's life. I have always 
lived on the fringe of homosexuality, and I 
have been influenced by it."

I replied that this was ob/ous from his 
novels.

“Which one in particular?"
“ Brideshead," I replied. “And there’s the 

part in “ Love Amongst The Ruins" where 
all the homo’s are made by the state to wear 
green ties. That's a very sympathetic 
reference to people who are gay."

He knew the word ‘gay’ as an Americanism 
and said it was difficult to attach labels to 
peoples’ sexual inclinations. I said I thought 
everyone was basically bisexual, but that 
sexual preference varied one way or the 
other, and observed no rules. It would be a 
pity, I added, if everyone were alike.

“ It would be horrible," said E W.
“ Imagine everyone being like Beaverbrook."

Fortified by pheasant and an excellent 
wine, I asked him why in conversation he 
usually referred to homosexuals as ‘buggers', 
when sodomy was no more exclusive to 
homo's than to so-called heterosexuals. He 
looked surprised at this, and admitted it was 
inaccurate of him. “ But I like to shock 
people," he said.

I thought, from the way he examined the 
menu and asked me if I would like some 
pudding, that he had tired of the conversa 
tion, but he shouted the next word so 
loudly that others in the dining room looked 
around, startled.

“ Buggery!" he exclaimed. “ Buggery is a 
subject that has always interested me."

I now realise that he wanted to embarrass 
or satisfy other eaters who were listening 
carefully in the hope that he would say 
something outrageous or indiscreet. To 
make certain that I also spoke loudly, he 
produced his ear trumpet, an ancient instru 
ment made of horn.

“Was there much buggery at your school?" 
he asked.

“Yes," I replied loudly. “ I know there was 
also a lot at Lancing because we used to play 
a two-dav cricket match against you. I also 
knew several of your old boys in my 
regiment."

“ Do you think it still continues?" he 
demanded.

“Yes, I'm sure it does -  in all the boarding 
schools. A few years ago I saw half-a-dozen 
Lancing boys pick up a group of fellows in 
a Brighton pub during half term. The school 
was almost deserted. I was told they enter 
tained their guests in one of the studies."

This intrigued E W so much that he 
again pretended not to have heard me, 
picked up his ear trumpet, applied it to his 
ear, and made me elaborate. I think it was 
mainly for the benefit of the waiter, who 
hovered behind him.

Two days later I received an undated 
postcard with a Taunton postmark. It said: 
“THANK YOU FOR YOUR ENTER 
TA IN IN G  COMPANY. A VO ID  LANCING.
E W.”

It is now clear to me that those whom 
E W attacked were those who offended him.
I believe that he was not very kind to 
Beverly Nichols, teasing him about his 
writing. In this direction I presented a sure 
target, for E W knew I had written several 
animal books, and two novels that might 
have been described as suitable for safe 
family reading, if they were not downright 
cosy. But he never once scorned my efforts, 
and in fact always made a point of asking 
what I was writing, and at least appeared to 
be interested.

I recognise that he was moody, introspec 
tive, generally unsociable, and, to use his 
own expression, ‘unclubable’. He was there 
fore very vulnerable, and often prickly.
But I was well aware that writers, poets, 
painters and composers are people apart, and 
are not quite like bankers, industrialists or 
makers of strawberry jam.

Most of the people who have recently 
rushed into print about E W seem to have 
met a totally different man to the one I 
knew. Or, perhaps, they were unable to 
penetrate the mask.

The late A D Peters, the founder and 
head of our firm, was asked last September 
how he got on with our client, “ the crusty 
Evelyn Waugh".

He said: “ He was one of the easiest men 
to get on with. If he was ever horrible, it was 
because he wanted to be, and I think that 
side of him was much exaggerated." He 
added that he wouldn’t give much for any 
artist or author who wasn’t somewhat 
temperamental.

Apart from showing great loyalty to his 
friends, E W was quick to recognise and 
appreciate loyalty in others. He once asked

after a friend of mine who was living with 
a Hollywood film actress. “And how is his 
PARAMOUR?" he asked. I decided it was 
time for me to defend the lady, who was a 
good friend. So, like E W, I became slightly 
deaf.

“ I'm so sorry," I said, “What did you 
say? Oh no, I don't think she ever acted for 
them. She worked for MGM."

He roared with laughter, and said, “ I'm 
glad to see the age of chivalry isn't dead."

He seems never to have been unkind, 
rude, or even thoughtless to people whom 
he judged could not, or would not, hit back. 
Although frequently described as a snob, he 
got on famously with the most unlikely 
people. When a rather odd foreign film 
producer asked if he could meet him to 
discuss a film project, E W invited him to 
lunch and they became firm friends.
Nothing came of the proposed film, but

they continued to meet, and drink vodka 
together, E W talking in impeccable English 
and the film man replying in a mixture of 
American and Polish.

I once suggested to him that he was an 
incurable romantic. He pretended to be 
surprised. “ Do you think so?" he said. “ I'm 
sure of it" I replied. This, I believe, is the 
clue to his character. Yet no-one has 
bothered to say so. Whatever sentimental, 
romantic liaison he formed at Lancing 
College was reflected in all his work, and 
although he often attempted to subdue and 
hide it by drinking too much, or shocking 
people, or being fierce and unpleasant, he 
was by nature emotional and anxious to be 
loved.

He was also, of course, the greatest living 
English novelist of his time, and may yet be 
unequalled in this century.

(Copyright: John Montgomery 1973)
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THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS -  Ursula Le 
Guin. Panther. 35p.
I first experienced Ursula Le Guin’s magical use of 
words in A WIZARD OF EARTHSEA -  an imagin 
ative spell-binding tale published in the Puffin 
children’s series. Only recently did I discover that 
she has a large following among sci-fi buffs, who 
regard her as a distinguished writer of futuristic 
fiction in the same class as Michael Moorcock and 
Frank Herbert.

THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS is more 
than an unusual and beautiful story, it is one.of the 
most forceful vindications of freedom -  sexual, 
psychical, political -  likely to be found in a novel 
of any kind. The bulk of the narrative is in the 
form of a report by Ai, a Tcrran envoy sent to the 
planet Gethen to find out its attitude to the 
Ekumen -  a sort of interplanetary EEC.

The inhabitants of Gethen are all androgynes; 
unless an individual is abnormal in some wayt he 
has the ability both to procreate and to conceive. 
But sexual activity can only take place during a 
twenty-six day cycle called ’kemmer’ and not until 
love-making is well under way can a person tell 
what his sexual identity is going to be.

At a State function in the capital city of Kar- 
hide -  a Gethenian country -  Ai meets and is 
strangely drawn to Estraven, the Prime Minister, 
who reciprocates the attraction. But, paradoxically, 
Estraven is the one Gethenian he distrusts, and 
when his mission goes wrong he suspects Estraven 
of treachery, In fact the betrayer is the King’s 
adviser, Tibe, who wants Ai out of the way and 
who also engineers Estraven’s banishment. Ai 
journeys to a neighbouring country, Orgoreyn, 
whose government is seemingly enthusiastic about 
the Ekumen. However, the politicians there are a 
two-faced lot and Ai is arrested by a reactionary 
faction called the Sarf and taken to a prison farm 
where he is given depersonalising and desexualising 
drugs. Estraven, who'has been given political 
asylum in Orgoreyn, bribes one of the S*rf to dis 
close the whereabouts of Ai.

With forged papers he manages to pose as a 
prison guard and rescue Ai. They are now both 
outlaws and have to struggle across hundreds of 
miles of sub-arctic territory to reach the Karhidish 
border. Ai is still weak from the drugs; as he 
gathers strength he realises that he loves Estraven 
who, far from betraying him, is the only person 
to have loved, trusted and fully accepted him. He 
comes to understand the reason for his distrust; it 
was his ambisexual nature which repelled as much 
as it attracted him. Because of the physiological 
complications, they cannot express their love but 
rely instead on ’mindspeak’, a process of wordless 
communication which Ai teaches Estraven. The 
story ends tragically when Estraven’s enemies hunt

him down, but the book’s ‘message’ is essentially 
one of hope.

I cannot speak too highly of this book. For all 
her involvement in the characters, Ursula Le Guin 
never loses her cool; the love theme never becomes 
sentimental, nor the fantasy far-fetched. The 
writing is evocative, crystal in quality, with none 
of the rococco whimsy that irritates me in Moor 
cock’s Runestaff novels for example. If Joseph 
Hansen has opened up new possibilities for 
detective fiction with his Fadeout, Ms Le Guin has 
done the same for sci-fi.

Lebbie Robinson

The Bedsit 
Gourmet

EASY COOKING FOR ONE OR TWO 
by Louise Davies. Penguin, 40p
THIS IS the fourth reprint of a cookery 
book published in 1972 -  so you can tell 
how successful it has been. I've been using 
my original copy for over a year so can 
vouch for the reliability and inventiveness 
(also the ease) of the recipes. I say this first 
because you will find the book is designed 
primarily for the over 60s -  which I ain't. 
All the recipes have been tried and proved

by Retirement cookery classes all over the 
country, and they stick to the policy of the 
Geriatric Nutrition Unit of Queen Elizabeth 
College at the University of London.

However the problems of eating alone are 
the same however old or young you might 
be, and 1 like this book because the food is 
good but inexpensive, helps to solve the big 
problem of finding quantities small enough 
for one and offers explicit instructions (with 
good illustrations). A lot of main course 
dishes are devised to use just one saucepan 
and burner. Here is a nice pudding from the 
book which I, rather irreverently call ‘geri 
atric pudding and which emerges from the 
oven in a most surprising way. Whisk up in a 
big bowl all together until smooth: juice and 
rind of half a lemon; 1 oz of soft margarine; 
2 oz of castor sugar; an egg yolk; 1 oz of self 
raising flour and 8 tablespoonsful of water 
(Vi pint). Fold in the beaten egg white. Pour 
it all into a greased dish and bake in the 
middle of the oven (Gas mark 4) for 20 - 30 
minutes.

Roger Baker

For The 
Stronger 
Stomach

The Soft Machine -  William Burroughs 
(Calder & Boyars 75p)
The Wild Boys -  William Burroughs 
(Calder & Boyars £1.00)
TO READ a Burroughs novel is to savour 
vicariously the exquisite experience of 
digesting a plate of raw shredded liver, 
blood-pulp and all. Never have 1 felt this 
sensation more keenly than in reading 
The Soft Machine. Originally published in 
Paris as a successor to The Naked Lunch in 
1961, it appears now in an edition extensive 
ly revised by the author. Like raw liver, one 
must allow that this book contains a great 
deal of nourishment. Whilst all Burroughs 
books are bom of a drug consciousness. The 
Soft Machine takes the world of junk as one 
of its themes in this study of conflicts, men 
fighting for control of themselves, of their

existence, and too often losing the fight 
pitifully. He explores the fierce electric 
violence of the drug experience, and the cold 
and ruthless commerce of supply: “ I see he 
is hooked and sick familiar face maybe from 
the pool hall where I scored for tea some 
time somewhere in grey strata of subways 
all night cafeterias rooming house flesh. His 
eyes flickered the question. I nodded to 
ward my booth.”

Most exciting is the use of the indi 
vidualistic fold-in technique which was seen 
in The Naked Lunch but has been developed 
here to a new level, interweaving fact and 
fantasy in a thoroughly hypnotic way. 
Starting with a deliberate sequence of ideas 
and events, sentences used in the introit are 
condensed, phrases lifted out without con 
junction, so that each tiny word group acts 
as a tag for an earlier and more explicit idea. 
Piling one such phrase upon another, he 
manages to achieve a sense of vertiginous 
pace that leaves the reader dazed. So fast and 
furious is this pace, indeed, that the intellect 
gradually disengages to the point where the 
writing operates almost entirely sensually 
upon the mind.

This sensuality does nothing but heighten 
the (gay) eroticism that plays such an impor 
tant part in the book. The sexual encounters 
are crude, certainly, but their crudity is not 
that of the hack pom-monger lingering over, 
harping on, every last ghastly detail of The 
Act. Rather it is an intrinsic rawness in the 
encounters themselves, as hard and as 
animal like as the junkie world he portrays.

The Naked Lunch endured the tribulation 
of a court room trial. This later book, 
members of the jury, is one which, if you 
have no love of good writing, you will find 
totally lacking in literary merit.

In The Wild Boys (which has become 
available in paperback since the hard cover 
edition was reviewed way back in GN 3) 
Burroughs has retreated somewhat from the 
full use of his ‘fold-in' technique. Still there, 
it is not employed to the same extent as it 
was in The Soft Machine, which has earned 
it the tag ‘‘his most accessible book since 
The Naked Lunch”. A story line and clear 
thematic development are not anathema to 
Burroughs. The tale of the young savages 
(savages in that they live totally outside the 
social and sexual mores of the Civilized 
World) is handled with consummate skill, 
and blended successfully with the kaleido 
scopic imagery and frenetic eroticism which 
devotees have come to expect. Still a 
compelling and exciting read.

Michael Mason

0 S H

37 LOWLANDS ROAD 
PJBLICATIONS HARROW, MIDDLESEX 

HA13AP

# *S & H are the leading UK publishers and distrioutors of books and mags of interest to the
gay world.

# Have for 10 years provided a prompt, efficient and reliable service to our customers, and 
welcome personal callers — we do not use a P.O. Box number or any other 'anonymous' 
address.

# Publish QUORUM, the outstanding gay monthly magazine. (Published first week of each 
month).

# Invite you to receive our free monthly list of books and mags available from stock.

0  Quorum issues 1-10 (from issue 8 in large 11” x 7” format) ...................................  75p ea.
O Boys International issues 1, 2 and 3  £1.00 ea.
O Boys International issue No. 4 -  just published .........................................................£1.50
0  Boys Naturally issue No. 2 -  just published .................................................................£1.50
O Naked Teens............................................................................................................................£2.00

O Look Book (160 pages of outrageous cartoons) ........................................................... £2.00

O The Lusty Male -  superb photography by Colin Clarke ........................................... £2.50

O The Dolly Male (*ee illustration) ...................................................................................... £2.50
0  Superb Youth (fine physique photographs by John Barrington) ..............................£3.00

O Pornography or Art? (340 fascinating illustrations) ....................................................£7.00

O Naked Boyhood ................................................................. •.................................................£8.00
O NEW -  Just Kids .............................................................................................................. .. £2.50

O Fine Form .............................................................................................................. £2.50

[ O F ro lic ......................................................................................................................... £2.50
O The Other Side of the Fence (by the same author as "Street Boy") . . . £4.00

PHOTOSETS — a superb new range .............  from £1.50 ea.
FREE OFFER: With each order valued £2.50 or more we will send you a free copy of 
a large format edition of Quorum.

Send me the publications I have ticked, for which I enclose payment to the value of £ ...........

OR Send me your current list now, and details of future offers as and when available.

Name (block capitals please) ....................................................................................................................

Address (block capitals please).................................................................................................................

No stamp required (UK only) if you address your envelope to:-
S & H Limited, FREEPOST, HARROW, MIDDLESEX, HA1 3BR.

v



Mama Knows Best
GYPSY at the Piccadilly Theatre, Brewer 
Street, London Wl.
SHOW STOPPER is not a word to be found 
in the dictionary, but it exists nonetheless. 
Every year there are numerous musicals 
produced on stage, and within each season, 
one of these shows may have a special 
moment: when the combination of both 
star and material fuses into one, the audience 
almost rises to its feet to applaud, and you 
have whpt is termed a ‘show stopper’. The 
last time I had the pleasure to witness one, 
was early in 1972, towards the end of the 
show COMPANY, when Elaine Stritch sang 
Ladies Who Lunch. The venue this year is 
the Piccadilly Theatre, where nightly 
Angela Lansbury takes the stage alone to 
sing Rose’s Turn. It is not a coincidence that 
both song lyrics were written by Stephen 
Sondheim, but more of that later.

GYPSY began life as the autobiography 
of the famous stripper Gypsy Rose Lee. In 
it, she told with great wit and candour, the 
story of her childhood, along with her 
younger sister (later to become film actress 
June Havoc) as they toured the theatres of 
America. The central character throughout 
the story, was her mother, known by 
theatre people as ‘a stage mother’. Rose 
Havoc combined all the worst qualities to 
be found in this type of woman, depriving 
her children of a normal home life, by 
pushing them on the stage into the sort of 
variety act that helped kill American 
vaudeville in the late 20’s.

Arthur Laurent’s adaption of this bio 
graphy became the stage musical GYPSY, 
and Ethel Merman scored a huge personal 
success in the role of Rose when it was first 
produced there 14 years ago. It seems hard 
to believe that so many years have passed, 
with endless rumours that the great Mermnn 
herself would bring the show to London. 
Finally it has reached our shores, and with 
its tuneful Jules Styne score, perceptive 
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, and star 
Angela Landsbury, all is well, and it should 
prove an equal success this side of the 
Atlantic, in spite of many being already 
acquainted with the score and story via the 
film version of some years ago.

What struck me about the show, first 
and foremost, is its brilliant construction. 
Each song is placed perfectly into the pro 
ceedings and helps the action along. The 
dialogue is often extremely funny, far more 
so than the average musical. Studying the 
character of Rose during the show, one is 
aware that the lady is little better than a 
monster. From her first entrance, intruding 
upon the proceedings of a talent competition, 
to her return home where she ‘borrows’ her 
father's silver citation to raise some needed 
cash, to her treatment of Baby June as she 
pushes her forward, neglecting the older 
Louise and making her feel plain and un 
wanted, right down to the way she uses 
Herbie in their relationship -  she just isn’t 
a very nice person. How then is she to be 
played, if the audience is to have any feeling 
for her? By some miracle, Angela Lansbury 
manages to capture occasional glimpses that 
underneath everything, the woman isn’t

Instant
Nostalgia

BOBB Y SHOR T IS MAD A BOUT NOEL 
COWARD — Atlantic K 60037 — (2 record 
set. Price £3.49)
With so many recordings of songs by the late 
NOEL COWARD floating around, may I 
commend to you one of the Finest -  titled 
BOBBY SHORT IS MAD ABOUT NOEL 
COWARD, Bobby is a popular singer-pianist 
who is beloved by cafe society in New York. 
He began his recording career for Atlantic 
Records in the mid 50’s, and has always con 
centrated on singing as many unknown songs 
by famous and lesser known composers as he 
has the more well known ones. He is quite 
definitely an acquired taste, and rather than 
rack my brains to describe him, I will use the 
remark made to me by a friend, when I first 
played Short's record to her -  “he sounds 
like a coloured Noel Coward” . His diction is 
flawless, his feeling for the lyrics admirable, 
and if you 11 forgive the very noticeable 
vibrato in his voice, then you are in for 
a highly enjoyable time.

The well known Coward songs include 
‘I’ll See You Again’ ‘Poor Little Rich Girl’, 
Someday I’ll Find You’. ‘Room With A 

View’ and ‘Nina’. One particular item of 
interest is the inclusion of Cole Porter’s 
song ‘Let’s Fly Away’ with specially written 
Coward lyrics commenting on England 
during the last war. The records also include 
quite a few lesser known songs, such as 
Something To Do With Spring*. ‘The 
Younger Generation’ (a very early Coward

entirely bad, and perhaps in her way she 
does mean well for her children. She allows 
just enough warmth to shine through her 
portrayal, so that one never entirely loses 
patience with her.

As any true filmgoer knows, Angela 
Lansbury has, over the years, done more 
than her share to brighten every film in 

which she has appeared. In her final song, after 
finding Louise no longer has need for her 
help or interference, she walks onto the 
empty stage and sings about her dreams and 
schemes for all the people in her life. With 
Sondheim’s cynical and brilliant lyrics, the 
song reveals the true woman behind the 
facade and Lansbury surpasses every bit of 
magic that she’s shown prior to this. The 
star role is a tour-de-force for any actress, 
and she handles it brilliantly.

Zan Charisse makes a charming Louise -  a 
gauche teenager who changes before our eyes 
into a glamourous Gypsy Rose Lee. The role 
of Baby June as a small child is performed 
by little Bonnie Langford, who is a bundle 
of vivacious precocity, and Debbie Bowen 
with her platinum hair, so in keeping with 
the period, looks remarkably like her as a 
teenager. Barrie Ingham does well with the 
thankless role of Herbie, and the youngster 
playing Tulsa, Andrew Norman, has the 
difficult number ‘All I Need Is The Girl’, 
and handles both song and dance with great 
elan.

/a n  Charisse (left) plays ‘Louise\ Angela Lansbury 
(right) excels as Rose ’._________________________

The show’s score includes Everything’s 
Coming Up Roses, Some People, Small 
World, Together, Wherever We Go, If Momma 
Was Married, and Let Me Entertain You, and
in case anyone thought I’d forgotten. You 
Gotta Have A Gimmick, performed by three 
talented and highly amusing strippers,
Valerie Walsh, Kelly Wilson and Judy Cannon.

It will be quite a while before the London 
theatre gets the chance to see a better 
musical or a star quite as magnificent as 
Angela Lansbury.

Barry Conley

song), and the cynical ‘World Weary’. If you 
happen to hear one track played on the 
radio, and enjoy it, then go ahead and buy 
the double album - you won’t be 
disappointed.

Barry Conley

Musical
Anthology

THE ME NOBODY KNOWS Shaw Theatre, 
Euston Road, London.
Stephen Joseph’s collection of the writings of New 
York ghetto kids published as ’The Me Nobody 
Knows’, looked stark and uncompromising on the 
printed page. But, set to music, and translated 
somewhat unconvincingly from American into 
English, the words had little or no impact, when 
one could hear them.

The stage set was lifted from ‘West Side Story’ 
and over-painted with the names of British foot 
ball teams. There were no really strong perfor 
mances from the cast, and though Peter Strakcr 
and Pamela Docrmcycr clearly have talent, they 
were cither badly directed or had no sympathy 
for their roles.

With no story line, one might have looked for 
strong characterisation but there was little evidence 
of any. And even the music as performed was not 
strong enough to carry the show (though mention 
should be made of a fascinating number called 
Fugue for Four Girls).

It was a show one felt sorry for, rather than 
detested. But it was so far from the original spirit 
of the kids’ writing, that one cannot help but feel 
disappointment.

Michael Mason

| STAGE & NOSTALGIA
And Now For 
Something 

Completely 
Live

HOWEVER much one would like to believe that 
My Lords Argyle and Melford Stevens wear 
sequinned bras and panties under their judicial 
robes, it is something that only really happens in 
the crazy world of Monty Python (I think). When 
a minister “goes to pieces” during an interview, 
there is seldom an assistant with a cardboard box 
to pick up the pieces quite so literally: first one 
foot then the other, a leg, a knee till eventually 
the interviewer is left talking to a carton of ana 
tomical spares. But such lunacy is typical of the 
Flying Circus which wound up its first live tour 
at the Theatre Royal, Norwich.

As with everything they do, the emphasis was 
on speed. The first hour passed in what seemed 
like twenty minutes, with live sketches inter 
spersed with film clips and Terry Gilliam’s amazing 
graphics. A guerrilla group from Time Out armed 
the audience for the second half with noise-makers 
of every description, and passed around festive 
streamers to give the whole glorious affair a party 
atmosphere. But, in truth, nothing more than the 
Monty Python team was needed to render the 
(young) audience helpless with laughter.

Several of the well known TV (television) 
sketches were on parade, the Ministry of Silly 
Walks, Nudge Nudge, The Deceased Parrot, and 
each one as fresh as on first acquaintance. It is 
satisfying to find that their humour is versatile 
enough to work in yet another medium.

So what about their next television series?
John Cleese is still dead against it. “We’ve done 
three already. It wouldn’t prove anything doing 
another. There are so many other things we could 
be doing, in books, records, films and so on. And 
I think the others are beginning to see my point.”

Did they enjoy performing live in theatres?
Eric Idle: “It was alright at first, but you’re doing 
the same material night after night and in the end 
all you’re trying to do is get the same laughs in the 
same places as you did the night before. A bit 
louder perhaps!”

So what plans have they got for the future?
Terry Jones: “Well after tonight we have a week 
off before going to Canada for a three week tour.
I don’t know what will happen when we get back.
A great void opens up. Perhaps I’ll go to bed.”

And a final comment from Graham Chapman:
“Goodnight everyone.”

Say no more. Know what I mean?
Michael Mason
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Keith Michell as Robert Browning, Geraldine 
McEwan as Elizabeth Barrett.

Love Letters
DEAR LOVE at the Comedy Theatre,
Panton Street, London Wl
LOVE and romance as depicted in today’s 
films and plays is quite often a sordid affair. 
How refreshing therefore, to be reminded of 
the days when romance was much more than 
a ‘hit and run’ affair, by escaping for a few 
hours into the world of Elizabeth and Robert 
Browning.

Jerome Kilty has devised an enchanting 
evening in the theatre, by using some parts 
of the 520 letters exchanged between them 
during their courtship and eventual marriage. 
The lyrical poetry to be found in their long 
exchange of letters is a joy to listen to.

The presence of the unseen Mr Barrett, 
Elizabeth’s tyrannical father, hangs over the 
proceedings, as they discuss his reactions to 
Browning's daily visits to Elizabeth.

As Elizabeth, Geraldine McEwan captures 
the early shyness prior to their meeting, and 
we watch her fears Increasing as the day of 
their elopement draws near, then gradually 
turning to confident and mature womanhood 
after their marriage. It is ^splendidly con 
trolled performance with many comic 
moments, particularly when she describes 
the adventures that befall her when she goes 
to reclaim her stolen dog.

Keith Mitchell who played Robert 
Browning previously in the musical ‘Robert 
and Elizabeth’, once again gives the young 
and ardent poet all the dash and charm we 
would expect.

Barry Conley
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Fresh Revolutions
THE SINGER -  Liza Minnelli -  CBS 65555

Her last album, Liza With A Z was showbiz glitter to the core. Saleswise it was 
Liza’s first hit album, and her first through CBS. Which is why the newie, The 
Singer, comes as such a surprise -  beneath a dowdy cover straight off the CBS 
conveyor belt a la Vicki Carr, lurks some material in the “Andy Williams Sings 
Anyone” mould, and some vocal arrangements that arc pure Nancy Sinatra schlok.

It does have a high moment, though, 
with I’d Love You To Want Me. Here’s 
Liza singing warmly in her lower 
register instead of straining for notes 
never quite reached. Two other 
ballads (Use Me and Please Don’t Let 
Me Be Lonely Tonight) also reveal a 
new, warm assurance, but when she 
gallops through Dancing In The Moon 
light or Baby Don’t Get Hooked On 
Me, the result is a strident overkill.
And if I want to clear my living room 
of people in a minute, all I have to do 
is play Liza’s You’re So Vain, and 
solitude is mine. Perhaps seeing her 
perform this number live would be 
very campy and amusing, but on 
record the lavish production and Bob 
Fosse choreographies are not visually 
accessible. One is merely left with 
Liza struggling against the Broadway 
pit orchestra type backing and losing 
the battle badly.

More successful, but also warranting 
an E for energy, is The Singer, this 
album’s dose of “I Remember Mama”.
It’s 2 minutes' 31 seconds of angst- 
ridden Garlandia, a tale of a broken 
hearted cafl singer capable of 
disturbing her audience. Liza certainly 
communicates the old urge to suffer, 
and captures the Piaf-Garland syn 
drome neatly, despite the appalling 
melody. Mama might have had her 
scary moments, but she certainly had 
her head screwed on properly. When 
Liza was setting out on the path to 
fame, judy advised her to concentrate 
on her dancing ability. If, on her off 
nights, Judy was incapable of taking a 
knock-kneed two-step, it hardly 
mattered. But listening to Liza 
rampage through You’re So Vain 
brought me to reflect that as a singer,
Liza certainly makes a wonderful 
dancer. Another track like THAT one,

and Liza could well become clouds in 
the CBS coffee cup, as Carly Simon 
might put it.

Liza Minnelli is not without her 
own recording charisma. I remember 
a definitive album she did on Capitol in 
1966 called There Is A Time: there 
was Liza on the cover, doe-eyed, with 
black flowing hair, singing urgent 
French ballads with all the hysteria of 
youth.

On The Singer, the hysteria 
remains, but she often sounds more 
like Mrs Miller (remember Downtown?) 
than Flaming Youth. The new album 
has too many dud tracks. It has some 
good moments too, but if it’s Liza’s 
desire to record another album of 
rollicking, forgettable songs, (as most 
of these are) I suggest CBS title it 
The Dancer.

Stephen MacLean

YOU BROKE M Y HE A RT SO I 
BUSTED YOUR JAW ~ Spooky Tooth 
-  Island ILPS 9227.

After hearing rumours over the last 
year that Spooky Tooth were re 
forming, they eventually did and You 
Broke My Heart So I Busted Your Jaw 
is the first album to be released since 
their reunion. The band, for me, were 
the original British ‘heavy’ group, long 
before the world had its eardrums 
shattered by Led Zeppelin, Black 
Sabbath or Uriah Heep, but for one 
reason or another, they never received 
the recognition that was rightfully 
theirs.

The new record carries on from 
where they left off with their last 
recording, the main difference being 
that drummer Bryson Grahams has 
none of the dynamic individuality of 
their former percussionist Mike Kellie. 
But since the album was made, Kellie 
has rejoined the group, and future 
records should completely restore the 
original sound.

Within the confines of the material 
Spooky Tooth are playing, the album 
is a success, the Gary Wright/Mike 
Harrison vocal and piano/organ inter 
changes still providing the driving force 
of the music, although future record 
ings are likely to improve on this 
initial come-back release.
ESPERANTO -  Esperanto Rock 
Orchestra -  AAM AMLH 68175.

My big treat the other weekend 
was when Jean-Claude and I went to 
see Sha Na Na at the Rainbow Theatre, 
London. We found them rather dis 
appointing, as their act seemed ex 
tremely mechanical and lacking in any

spontaneity. But at least they were 
worth the effort of trekking off to the 
wilds of Finsbury Park, unlike the 
support group, the Esperanto Rock 
Orchestra, who specialised in a mixture 
of soul, rock and imitation symphonies.

When the review copy of their first 
album, Esperanto, arrived, I swore 
blind I wouldn't even listen to it, but 
I woke up in a liberated mood this 
morning, and took a chance and played 
it all the way through twice. But 
despite the band’s cosmopolitan 
collection of twelve musicians and 
singers, and the credits on the cover 
which list their various individual 
accomplishments, I still find them 
tiresomely unoriginal, painfully pre 
tentious and utterly boring, as I did 
when I heard them at the Rainbow. It 
isn’t a case of 'too many cooks', there 
isn’t anything on the menu anyway.

WEATHERLY -  Jim Weatherly -  
RCA SF 8343.

Jim Weatherly is another singer/ 
songwriter who rather pretentiously 
conveys the miseries of his ever 
collapsing love affairs and relation 
ships. The accompaniment has its 
roots very much in country & western, 
with enough strings to emphasise the 
most painful experiences described in 
the lyrics.

There’s not much else to say about 
the album, unless you want to know 
that Weatherly plays acoustic guitar 
like nearly every singer/songwriter and 
the sleeve notes are a must for some 
one to send to Private Eye’s 'Pseud’s 
Corner’. If you buy this record when 
you are feeling a bit low, you’ll feel 
a damn sight lower after listening to it.

1957-1972  — Smokey Robinson and 
The Miracles -  Tamla Motown 
STMA 8008.

1957 -1972 is a live recording of 
Smokey Robinson and The Miracles’ 
last performance together. Anyone 
aware of the developments in contem 
porary music in recent years will 
recognise that Smokey Robinson has 
been responsible for some of the most 
notable achievements, not only with 
his own group, but through his song 
writing and producing talents.

The album contains a selection of 
many of the songs Smokey and The 
Miracles can be immediately identified 
with. Between numbers, Smokey talks 
and jokes with the audience and the 
rest of the group, displaying a warm 
and friendly personality, but it is his 
uniquely sensitive, mellow and wide 
ranging voice that steals the show. 
Amongst the songs to be heard are 
The Tracks Of My Tears, Satisfaction, 
Shop Around, The Tears Of A Clown, 
Here I Go Again, Ooo Baby Baby, 
Mickey’s Monkey and Going To A 
Go-Go. Unlike many of Motown’s 
live albums, the recording quality is 
adequate.

In conclusion, 1957 - 1972 is a 
fitting reminder of Smokey Robinson’s 
important contribution to popular 
music. Incidentally, this recording was 
issued as a two-record set in the States, 
but the London Motown have 
generously managed to fit the entire 
four sides on to one album.

ABE, JAMES AND IVO RY  -  The 
Detroit Emeralds -  Westbound 
6309101

Following the Detroit Emeralds 
recent success in the UK hit parade, 
Phonogram have issued an album con 
taining all the group’s best selling 
American singles. These include Do 
Me Right, Wear This Ring (With Love), 
You Want It You Got It, Baby Let Me 
Take You (In My Arms), and You’re 
Getting A Little Too Smart, as well as 
their first British hit, Feel The Need 
In Me. Other tracks are taken from 
their three previous albums, two of 
which have been issued in Britain.

The Detroit Emeralds sound is best 
described as stylised soft soul, but with 
enough punch to ensure that their 
records have become firm favourites 
in most discotheques. But apart from 
the basic funk of the accompaniment, 
they have enough appeal in their vocals 
and choice of material, to have reached 
out beyond the disco scene and 
deservedly attracted a wider audience.

If the Detroit Emeralds first came 
to your attention through Feel The 
Need In Me, then Abe, James and Ivory 
is an excellent means by which to catch 
up with the fine music they have been 
producing for some time.

i t
DOO WOP -  Various Artists -  
Specialty SNTF 5016.

A current trend in popular music 
is the surge of interest the public is 
showing in rock & roll hits from the 
past. Companies like K-Tel Records 
and Ronco, with albums such as 25 
Rockin' & Rollin’ Greats and That’ll 
Be The Day, are cashing in on this 
contemporary nostalgia boom. But it 
is Specialty Records who have released 
the definitive collection of 1950’s pop. 
The album is titled Doo-Wop and it

contains twelve tracks by obscure 
rock and rollers, or perhaps you do 
remember Sweet Breeze by Vernon 
Green & The Phantoms, Moose On 
The Loose by Roddy Jackson or The 
Four Flame’s Wheel Of Fortune? The 
majority of the material defies des 
cription and it is best left to listeners 
to form their own opinions about this 
completely unique album.

THE DETROIT SPINNERS -  
Atlantic K40477.

In the UK the Spinners have 
Detroit tagged on to their name, to 
avoid confusion with the English folk 
group. Since leaving the Tamla Motown 
label the group have joined#Atlantic 
and the association has so far produced 
two smash singles, I’ll Be Around and 
Could It Be I'm Falling In Love, and 
this album, on which both the hit 
singles are included.

From the opening number on the 
record it is apparent that the Spinners 
are now being allowed to demonstrate 
their vocal virtuosity to the full, and 
obviously their involvement with 
Thom Bell, who produced, arranged 
and conducted all the cuts on the 
album, is proving to be a fruitful com 
bination cf talents. Thom Bell has 
previously been largely responsible for 
the sound and subsequent success of 
The Delphonics and The Stylistics.

Throughout the album, the soul- 
fully sophisticated and smoothly pro 
fessional approach of the Spinners, 
along with the magnificent orches 
trations, results in a performance that 
is on a much higher level than one 
usually expects to find in this musical 
genre. Apart from the two hit records, 
other highlights are Don’t Let The 
Green Grass Fool You, I Could Never 
(Repay Your Love), We Belong To 
gether and Ghetto Child

If you thought there was a limit to 
the amount of depth and inventiveness 
to be found in soul music, it is certain 
ly worth the effort to investigate this 
completely satisfying, subtle but 
exciting new album by The Detroit 
Spinners.

i t
THE CHESS/JANUS MOBILE 
DISCOTHEQUE (Volume 1) -  
Various Artists -  Chess 6310128.

The Chess/Janus Mobile Disco 
theque (Vol 1) is the third release in 
Phonogram’s series of disco orientated 
albums. The previous two records have 
featured material from the Mercury 
and Avco catalogues, and both have 
been reviewed in GN.

This new volume contains a total 
of sixteen tracks and for the serious 
collector of disco soul music, it is the 
best release so far in this series. That's 
not to say that it will not appeal to any 
other people, but apart from a good 
selection of tracks by worthwhile but 
little known artists, it also has a num 
ber of all-time soul classics. These 
include Fontella Bass’s Rescue Me, 
Searching For My Love by Bobby 
Moore, The Entertainer by Tony 
Clarke, Cissy Houston’s I Just Don’t 
Know What To Do With Myself and 
Burning Spear by the Soulful Strings. 
The latter group of studio musicians 
were the Chess label’s answer to 
Motown’s San Remo Strings, but are 
considerably more funky.

The album begins with Bo Diddley’s 
short but rousing Bo Diddley-ltls, then 
breaks into Who’s That Guy by the 
Kolettes. Other 'beaut’ tracks are 
Denise Lasalle’s A Love Reputation, 
Wang Dang Doodle by Koko Taylor,
In Orbit by Joy Lovejoy, Na Allen’s 
I’m My Own Man and Betcha Didn’t 
Know by Image, who sound remark 
ably like The Stylistics.

This compilation is a valuable 
collection of danceable and memorable 
soul music and if the present quality 
and variety of material is maintained 
further volumes in this series will be 
equally welcomed.

CAMEO -  Dusty Springfield -  
Philips 6308152.

Trends and tastes in popular music 
have changed considerably during the 
last few years, but despite all the 
developments and the new artists who 
have emerged, Dusty Springfield 
remains one of my favourite 
performers.

Recently she has been criticised 
for being old-fashioned and for not 
up-dating her presentation enough 
for today’s requirements, but such 
comments are easily dismissed, as 
there is little point in altering an 
original talent just for the sake of 
being ultra trendy or flashily modern. 
Dusty has always produced quality pop 
music that has a depth and under 
standing that is usually missing from 
the performances of other singers 
working with similar material. Her 
intense, almost dramatic approach is 
as apparent as ever on her newly 
released album Cameo. And its 
standard is as high as the previous 
recordings she has made in her long 
and rewarding career.

Dusty’s soulfully explicit vocals 
and the often soaring but at all times 
sympathetic arrangements are impec 

cably produced by Steve Barri, Dennis 
Lambert and Brian Potter. Five out of 
the eleven tracks are written by Lam 
bert and Potter, their most memorable 
number being Who Gets Your Love 
which opens the album and sets the 
mood for what is to follow. Amongst 
the songs by other writers are The 
Other Side Of Life by 'Bread’s’ David 
Gates, Ashford and Simpson’s I Just 
Wanna Be There and a great version of 
Van Morrison’s Tupelo Honey.

My only complaint about the album 
is that it’s a shame that the sleeve fails 
to list the tracks in the correct running 
order, but apart from that, Cameo is a 
beautifully tender and bluesy collec 
tion of emotional love songs by a right 
on sister, the inimitable Dusty Spring- 
field.

Denis Lemon 
it it it

MARGIE JOSEPH -  Atlantic K40462.
Late last month, Margie Joseph made 
it to the Speakeasy, London, from 
America for a special press performance 
and exhibited a very sexy presence and 
powerful soul voice. Her debut on 
Atlantic is engaging, but not a dynamic 
enough first album to attract the atten 
tion necessary for a newcomer. On 
record she lacks a truly singular 
presence; the lack of variation on the 
songs and their arrangements (by 
Atlantic veteran Arif Mardin) further 
weakens the impact.

Lately, Stevie Wonder and others 
have brought a fresh approach to soul. 
This album is not part of it. A more 
personalised conception is needed if 
Margie Joseph is to escape the fate of 
Cissy Houston and other fine soul 
singers who have attempted solo 
careers.

Stephen MacLean
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The No 1 Shop In London.
'Tricky Dicky Disco 
Sunday 24th June

Leaving 12 Noon 
Westminster Pier 
Returning 6 pm.

Stop at Kew Gardens tor Luncn

LICENSED BAR
DANCING

Tickets £ 1.25 p Cheque/PO + SAE

From R. Scanes 
203 Clayhall Ave,

^ e a lth m
^Beauty'

Clinic
32 CONNAUGHT ST MARBLE ARCH W2

Sauna
Massage
&all Beauty Treatment 
Ladies & Gentlemen 
by appointment
01723 8094

Silver Street 
Doncaster 

Tel: 60763

Don Sooley Welcomes You 
To The Gayest Night Spot 

ki The North With Over 
1200 Members.

M on-Sat 9pm - 2am 
Cabaret Fridays

For Shows — Nostalgia 
Soundtracks And 

All Of Those Unusual Albums 
That Are Hard To Find.

Now In Stock:-

God Save The Queens - Sandy Brown 
The Singer - Liza Minnelli 
Joel Grey At The Empire Room 
And Many More From

Soundtracks Unlimited 
Harlequin Records

Ilford
Essex. %

60 Dean Street 
London W1.



Edward and Edwina Lionheart (Vincent Price and Diana Rigg) silence for good a critical critics

Bloody Critics
THE A TRE OF BLOOD (United Artists). 
Stars Vincent Price, Diana Rigg, Robert 
Morley, Jack Hawkins. Ian Hendry, Harry 
Andrews. Coral Brown, Milo O’Shea,
Eric Sykes, Diana Dors, Dennis Price. 
Director: Douglas Hickox. Script: Anthony 
Greville-Bell.
A wonderful cast obviously had a ball 
turning a witty, very hip script into one of 
the year’s funniest films. It strongly 
echoes Ronald Coleman’s Academy Award 
winner ‘A Double Life’, but this one is 
comedy all the way. The plot has some 
gaping holes, but these holes become part

of the fun of the exercise as Vincent Price 
systematically murders a circle of critics 
who have panned him during his career as 
a Shakespearean actor. The critics have 
names such as ‘Hector Snipe’, and each 
reaches an equally fitting demise.

Robert Morley, pink-suited with two 
white poodles, is predictably hilarious, as 
is Diana Dors in her one-minute cameo. 
Vincent Price, camping it up through 
several characters from Shylock to Butch 
the Hairdresser, is a dream. Anyone who 
even vaguely enjoys high-theatrics should 
love this one.

Stephen MacLean

A loving moment for two o f  the long-suffering emigrants.

The New World Dream
THE EMIGRANTS. Stars — Max von Sydow, 
Liv Ullman. Directed, photographed and 
edited by Jan Troell. Distributor — Colum- 
bia/Warner Distributors Ltd.

The thought of a 2Vi hour film at 10.30am 
didn’t thrill me very much. Added to that, 
the fact of it having sub-titles, and knowing 
it was Swedish, I assumed rightly that I was 
in for a heavy time of it. However, some 
thing happened about 15 minutes into the 
film -  I became involved. By the time the 
film had ended I was fully occupied with 
this saga of a group of Swedes emigrating to 
America in the last century.

Everything bad that can occur seems to 
befall the farmer hero and his wife and 
family. Their crop fails, their barn catches 
fire and burns to the ground, and the wife 
watches helplessly as her child dies from a 
sudden illness. Together with the farmer’s 
younger brother (a lovely study from new 
comer Eddie Axberg) and a group of 
peasants fleeing persecution for their 
religious beliefs, the party boards a ship for 
America and a new life. On board, the fates

are still against them, as the wife discovers 
lice in her clothes and several of the 
emigrants die during the long voyage.

When they land in New York, the faces 
of the travellers are full of wonderment at 
what they see and hear. The youngster’s 
attempts at enquiries in a foreign tongue are 
both pathetic and funny. They then begin 
the long journey across country by train and 
riverboat until they finally reach their 
destination in the woods of Minnesota. The 
beautiful expression of contentment on the 
face of the farmer as he stakes his claim on 
new land, brings the picture to a close.

Director Jan Troell also handled the 
photography, and with stars of the calibre of 
Max von Sydow and Liv Ullman to assist him, 
he was halfway to success before he began. 
The plight of sub-titled films in this country 
is one of mixed reaction from the public, but 
I do urge you to see this minor masterpiece. 
The final credits announce that a sequel will 
be coming shortly, and I for one will await 
it eagerly.

JD *L  ̂̂  f̂
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DISTRIBUTORS OF SOME OF THE BEST FILMS

FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD INCLUDING:

G U L E S  CARLE'S

THE TRUE NA TURE O F

TOSHO MA TSUMOTO'S

SHURA
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No Laws’
Th* editors reserve the right to 
return or amend m y advertisement 
w ithout giving a reaeon. No refunds 
cm  be made on unacceptable 

Smrtisemm tt. No advertisemm t 
intended or appearing to intend  
to eo iid t fo r eexuai purposes 
w ill be accepted. Adverdeemmts 
are accepted on the understanding 
that they are subm itted by 
parsons over 21 years o f age.

* Chaucer

REPLIES TO BOX ADS. When replying 
to e boe edit) piece it in en envelope 
end attach, not ttk k. e 3p ttemp to i t  
Then piece inside e Isrper envelope end 
mndit to GAY NEWS BOX REPLIES. 
Basement, 34d Redcllffe Squere. London 
SW10L The fetten ALA after en ed 
denote ALL LETTERS ANSWERED. 
WHEN WRITING your personal ads. It 
mnddheip thorn wishing to reply. X 

‘In \
As from June 19th, box numbers in 
issue 21 and earlier w ill be discon 
tinued and replies to them w ill not 
be forwarded.

Women's
Personal

Surely there must be geys in Braintree, 
Dun mow. Bishops Stortford area — a 
gay girl asks. Box 25/52.
Attractive modern gay girl (21) slim 
5'7'' seeks similar for friendship 
London area. Photo appreciated.
Box 25/53.
Woman seeks gay female holiday 
companion, week August 20th, over 
25. Possibly lasting friendship.
Box 25/111.
Gay girl (25) newcomer to London 
gay scene (pubs, clubs, etc.) seeks 
cheerful friendly companions for 
night out. Photos welcome.
Box 25/112.

Personal
CARL -  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, 
DARLING. FONDEST LOVE NOW 
AND FOREVER, MICHAEL.

Unattached active male (41) desires 
contact another anywhere 25-28 
seeking sincere relationship. Am out 
of touch Gay World and bit lonely. 
Presentable clean loyal type good 
build. Usual interests, nothing fancy. 
Photos a must and exchanged. ALA. 
Box 25/1.
Chunky male, hirsute and active seeks 
friends in London and Home Counties 
over 21. ALA. Box 25/2.
One hairy seeks another. Tall, dark, 
slim, early thirties, warm personality. 
East London, own flat. Seeks others 
anv aae over 21. Box 25/3. 
Bodybuilders gay group forming. Send 
recent pose and SAE. Box 25/20.

COMMERCIAL ADS: 7p a word. 
No Box Nwmbar sarrica available. 
NONCOMMERCIAL ADS: 3p a 
word. Box Number* 50p. 
PERSONAL ADS: 3p a word. Box 
Numban 50p.
SEMI-DISPLAY (Boxad ClanHtad) 
£1.50 extra
All information listing are free. 
ALL ADS MUST BE PREPAID. 
DISPLAY AD RATES -  price*

Birmingham, young 45 not much 
interested in the gay scene seeks quiet 
friend 23-35. Interests music, theatre, 
reeding. Box 25/4.
White bike guy (active 41) medium 
height and build, own place, seeks 
young (over 21) coloured (oriental or 
negro) males or another motorcyclist 
Birmingham area, view lasting friend 
ship. Interests music, walking, sun, 
travel. Photo appreciated. ALA.
Box 25/5.
Attractive looking active guy (26) 
seeks guys 21-30 with reasonable or 
good build for lasting friendship. 
Interests swimming, cinema, snooker, 
music. Photo if possible. London area. 
Box 25/6.
London gay guy (30) own flat, seeks 
active younger friends (over 21) for 
sharing wide interests including music, 
theatre, modelling, sunbathing.
Detailed letters and photo essential. 
ALA. Box 25/7.
Outsider (29) SW London interested in 
people and the arts, wants new friends 
with whom to communicate on as 
many levels as possible. Please write 
your thoughts, age and self-description. 
Box 25/8.
Bike guy (early 40) leather/denim 
own pad seeks genuine friend (21-35) 
for runs, visits, outings. East Kent 
Photo appreciated. ALA. Box 25/9. 
Young guy London seeks well built 
and handsome friends 21-30 ALA if 
with photo. Box 25/10.
Londoner (26) attractive, sincere and 
affectionate, seeks tall active body 
builder 21-30. Photo if possible.
Box 25/11.
Bournemouth area. Friends wanted by 
denim/leether guy buying Honda.
Keen on skin-diving and mudlark ing. 
Box 25/12.
Capri exile seeks information exchange 
with collectors who have read their 
Peyrefitte, endorse the Douglas dictum 
of possessions and possessors, large 
and small, and are still actively collec 
ting. Other musical, literary and photo 
graphic interests. Box 25/13.
University lecturer (35) with wide 
cultural interests and own home seeks 
slim intelligent friend 21-25 living 
within Birmingham/Bristol/London 
triangle who will appreciate the advan 
tages of an older friend. Box 25/14.
Is attractive young guy over 21 free at 
lunchtimes in Staines/Hounslow area 
to meet similar? Box 25/15.
English male (36) London NW3 needs 
wrestling. Friendly instruction guys of 
my own age. I am lOst, 5*7". At your 
pad. ALA. Photos exchanged.
Box 25/16.
Cheshire guy (35) own house, car, 
would like friends over 21 under 40. 
Box 25/17.
Surrey gay with own home and car 
seeks friends over 21. Can meet in 
London. Photo preferred. ALA.
Box 25/18.
26 continental active guy (masculine 
appearance) handsome, tall, slim and 
dark hair. Very affectionate seeks 
genuine friends. ALA. Box 25/19. 
Ex-saiior requires friendship with West 
Indian or any coloured boy over 21 
Photo please. Box 25/21.
Birmingham gay (22) seeks slim 
straight-looking guy over 21 for sin 
cere friendship. Photo please.
Box 25/22.
Banned motorist (bikes!) seeks mobile 
friend London NW. Arts graduate (32) 
6', 12st. Can finance car/bike etc. 
Interests music, psychology, squash, 
golf, cinema. ALA. Box 25/23.
Male graduate (X ) seeks friend similar 
age London/Glasgow. Interests, travel, 
literature, arts. Box 25/24.
Is there an active male who prefers 
older men? If so I would like to meet 
him/them. Box 25/25.
30 year old guy invites leather/denim 
friends 21-35 in the West and Wales 
to write. Box 25/26.
Young 50 seeks sincere friend over 21. 
North London. Permanent. All letters 
answered. Box 25/27.

Leather can be stimulating, in con 
trolled quantities. Box 25/28.
Non camp guy wishes to meet same for 
mutual friendship and understanding. 
West Indians more than welcome. 
London SW15. Box 25/29.
Slim reserved Londoner (38) seeks 
lively friend 25-45 to share interests 
of arts, architecture, antiques, gardens 
and country (have car) etc. Box 25/30. 
Lonely but attractive guy (23) 5'10” 
slim and hairy seeks attractive guy 
21-24. ALA. Box 25/31.
Handsome tall slim student (22) likes 
leather. Would like to meet others 
over 21. ALA. Box 25/32.
Leather guy seeks guy with similar 
interests. London area 21-35. Own 
pad, photo please. ALA. Box 25/33. 
Very attractive Japanese boy resident 
in Osaka genuinely desires contact with 
mature Western father figure for 
a/entual friendship. Full details please 
via friend in London. Box 25/34.
Guy (21) would like to meet a man to 
have a beautiful summer with. York 
shire. ALA. Box 25/35.
Amiable but lonely freak in search of 
that gentle Woodstock idealism. Let's 
be friends. Box 25/36.
Any guy 21-25 who really digs the 
music of Neil Diamond and who could 
see this as a foundation on which to 
build? London area. ALA. Box 25/37. 
Older man graduate Oxford area often 
in London seeks younger man (over 21) 
for weekends and holidays abroad.
Am undemanding, generous, quiet 
Box 25/38.
I am 31, desperately lonely, want a 
loving friendship with a Christian 
young man 23-30 and to share a home, 
faith, and a full life together. Genuine 
replies only please. No kinky or camp 
types. Photo appreciated. Box 25/39. 
Young American sociologist recently 
arrived in England finds he has missed 
the skinhead scene. What was it all 
about? Box 25/40.

Keith, Happy Birthday, with all my 
love, now and always, Malcolm.

Medium built. I'm 40, intelligent Man 
cunian seeking active hirsute friend 
(28-45) with friendly sense of humour. 
Looks not important. Box 25/41. 
Young author (noble continental 
family) living in London has recently 
been intensively engaged in research 
on philosophy and writing books under 
contract. Consequently losing touch 
with human topics. Would much appre 
ciate stimulating conversation with 
man of education and culture.
Box 25/42.
Southend guy (25) seeks soul mate 
21-26 any race Essex/London.
Box 25/43.
SE London active 32 year old main 
interests theatre and music, seeks 
sincere genuine person (over 21) for 
lasting friendship. Photo appreciated 
but not essential. Box 25/44.
Jewish journalist (30s) seeks London 
based guy 21-24. Friendship in first 
instance. No hustlers please. ALA.
Box 25/45.
Old Stubbearians — how about a gay
O.S.A. reunion? Any bright ideas write 
in confidence to Dave. Box 25/46. 
Heavy built guy (36) would like to 
meet others similar age interested 
leather etc. Photo please. ALA.
Box 25/47
French/Persian boy (21) attractive, 
intelligent, uninhibited, own place 
London. Financial I y/workwise very 
secure seeks active English soulmate 
(20s) (over 21) -for togetherness and 
companionship. Bored with scene 
and playing games and one night 
affairs. Interests, music (soul/jazz), SF, 
films; photo, details and phone number 
please. ALA. Box 25/48.
Central London Graduate crab (28). 
Easily pleased -  so need the (mentally) 
young to keep out of the ruts (rust, 
rails, already?). Appreciates beer, old 
music, the absurd and the naive. No 
frivolous fanatics and not too many 
obsessions please — 'cos I'm prejudiced 
too. Oh -  and a bit of time to learn. 
Don't bother to wrap it. I'll take it as 
it is — Straight. Box 25/49.
Young man (25) wishes to meet mascu 
line type in Edinburgh area. Photo 
appreciated -  returned. I am not 
effeminate. Box 25/51.
Young 45, many inhibitions, seeks 
friends. North London, own flat. Box 
25/73

quoted on request.
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Bored and lonely 21 year old student 
living in South Yorkshire would really 
like to make friends with someone 
vaguely similar over the summer.
Box 25/50
Bristol gay male graduate aged 51 with 
creative professional job, slim, 5'8", 
handsome, sincere, fun-loving, seeks 
affectionate active male graduate, well- 
bred, sincere over 30. mature, 
rational, with good home in Bristol.
Not camp, kinky or effeminate. Photo, 

^ o x  25/74
Mike, trendy, 27. Looking for summer 
fun. Like to get out of London for 
weekends. Have car. Also new genuine 
friends and ideas for holidays. Photo 
essential. Box 25/75 
Good looking guy (21) tired of being 
promiscuous, seeks an understanding 
friend. 23-30. Box 25/77.
Anthony (25) works in TV would like 
to meet more mature person for 
relationship. Write to Anthony 
Morgan, 19 Newport Court, London 
WC2. SAE please.
Active young gay guy, bored with life, 
seeks older guy to take me away from 
everything. Or offers of work with 
place to live. Photo appreciated. Box
25/79
Male (35) seeks friends over 21. 
Interests, cinema, theatre, travel, 
meeting people. Box 25/80 
Non-camp 40 seeks active, hairy big 
working class guys over 21. Can you 
help? Box 25/81
Unattached active male (41) desires 
contact another anywhere 25-38 
seeking sincere friendship. Am out of 
touch with gay world and bit lonely, 
presentable, clean, loyal type, good 
build. Usual interests, nothing fancy. 
Photos a must and exchanged. Box 
25/82.
American child psychologist (40) seeks 
sincere European fellow to share 
interests, hopefully a lasting friendship 
can be developed. Box 25/83 
West Londoner (30) interested theatre, 
music, ballet, travel, seeks sincere non 
camp friends aged 21-35. Box 25/84 
Tiger, I love you, honestly, Ziggy. 
01-732 8839
Slim non-effeminate Gemihi (27) seeks 
friendship with active Aquarian,
Libran or Sagittarian, aged 25-35. 
Interests travel and enjoying life. 
London area preferred. Box 25/85.
26 year old attractive male. Blond, 
tall, good physique; seeks intelligent 
friends. Photo appreciated. London 
Box 25/86.
Asian student (23) tall slim, wishes to 
meet kind active gentleman (over 21) 
for sincere friendship. SAE please.
Box 25/87
Leather guy (29) wants to exchange 
kit and ideas. Not good-looking but 
genuine. Photo appreciated (over 21). 
ALA. Box 25/89
Active gay Asian (23) seeks any gay 
over 21, slim, non hairy, smooth, for 
friendship. Please give phone number 
and photograph. Meeting as soon as 
possible. ALA with photo. No time 
wasters please. Box 25/90 
Very lonely working male aged 46, 
slim 5'4" very affectionate, loyal, shy 
at first, seeks masculine partner to 
share lasting friendship over 21. Own 
country cottage in S Wales must be 
genuine, age, colour, looks not at all 
important. ALA. Phone no.
Box 25/91.
Cornwall bachelor, active young 50, 
presentable, sincere, discreet, cul 
tured. Own home, car, seaside resort. 
Interests, amateur musical stage, 
cooking, travel. Offers friendship and 
occasional hospitality — possibly share 
holiday Cornwall August, to non camp 
25/40 compatible, resident or visiting 
his neck of the woods. Nationality 
immaterial. Photo appreciated.
Box 25/92.
Cambridge gay guy (40s) rather shy, 
not university type, with wide range of 
interests, badly needs friends over 21. 
Peter, Box 25/93.
Guy (30) living in Yorkshire seeks 
another over 21 whose hang-ups don't 
preclude a lasting friendship.
Box 25/94.
Needed — more experience of life. 
Young, intelligent, good looking guy 
needs young, intelligent, good looking 
friends over 21. SW London. Photo 
please. Box 25/95.
Tall lean guy mid twenties leather/ 
denim to meet same over 21. Photo 
please. Box 25/96.
Slim young guy (21) would like to 
meet older man in medical profession. 
ALA. Box 25/97.
Would any Thai or someone fairly 
fluent in Thai and English languages 
help gay male translate occasional 
letters each way to a friend in ] 
Thailand? Reasonable fee paid.
London region. Box 25/98 
Friendly goodlooker (thirtyish) seeks 
completely non camp friends over 21. 
Photo and full details essential. Shy, 
likes music and photography. 
Birmingham. Box 25/99.
I am 25, car owner, sincere but lonely, 
require friend of similar age over 21 
for lasting friendship. Birmingham/ 
West Midlands. Box 25/100.
London leather guy (30) own pad, 
well built and no hang ups, would like 
to meet similar types (21-35) on 
leather scene for genuine friendship. 
Photo please. ALA. Box 25/101. 
Young Aussie graduate returning 
Australia would appreciate contacts 
preferably Sydney/Brisbane. Non 
effeminate and 21-25. Box 25/102.

Englishman (30) wishes to learn basic 
Portuguese, daytime or evening in 
London. Please ring 01-733 2522 
after 6.00pm.
Two attractive active guys (30s, affair) 
seek friends 21-40. Super house in 
South London. Letter with photo to 
Box 25/103.
Old Woolverstonians — for a reunion 
with a difference write to Pater.
Box 25/104.
London boy, just moved up north, not 
camp or effeminate, would like to 
meet boys of the same age (21-24) for 
friendship. No effeminates please.
Box 25/105.
Travelling Shropshire end July. 
Presentable (28) 5'6", 8%st. Would 
welcome info local scene. Box 25/106. 
House owner (32) Peck ham seeks local 
friends over 21 any nationality. 
Accommodation offered, possibly for 
lasting friendship. Box 25/107.
London (45) 6'3" dark seeks friend 
same age or older. Concerts, opera, 
theatre. ALA. Box 25/108. 
Wellingborough — modern young guy, 
slim, inexperienced and lonely, seeks 
genuine friends over 21, anywhere. 
Photo, phone number if possible.
Box 25/109.
Student (23) attractive and non 
effeminate, seeks similar over 21 in 
London. Wide interests. Photo please. 
ALA. Box 25/110.

Holidays
Normal type guy (30) seexs younger 
21-25 similar type to share fortnight's 
holiday mid-July (at no cost) as start 
of permanent relationship. Non camp, 
hairy or heavyweights. Photo essential. 
Glasgow area. Box 25/69.
Guernsey, Channel Islands. Contem 
plating holidays? Hospitality offered 
to young Gay News reader. Close to 
bays, bars etc. Only expense share in 
catering. Box 25/70.
Gay student visiting States July-Sep- 
tember wishes to contact other people 
planning same. ALA. Jonathon.
Box 25/71.
Young man (22) almost bored to tears 
with college life wants a cheerful 
relaxed way to spend the summer.
Anyone interested in a 'cultural crawl' 
anywhere — here or abroad? Any 
suggestions at all considered.
Box 25/72.

Accommodation
Gay guy wanted for SE London flat.
Own big room. 15 mins West End/City. 
Night buses. Owner is turned on bike 
guy (30). Box 25/54.
House in Whitstable (see four minutes) 
available 9th July to 18th August for 
trustworthy person(s) while owner is 
away. Two bedrooms (lodger in third).
£12 per week. Box 25/55.
Exeter area. Accommodation offered 
in delightful small period house.
Almost absolute luxury. Suit someone 
in teens or twenties -  perhaps student. 
Share with two other students, one 
straight, one gay. Box 25/56.
Would a young guy like to share a com 
fortable Wembley flat (own room) with 
one other. I'm 26 and looking for a 
warm friendly person who's easy to 
get along with. Rent £4.20 pw.
Box 25/57.
Discrimination by employment/accom 
modation agencies? Not by the one 
that employs me. No charge for jobs.
Low charges for accommodation.
Catering, bar, shop, sales jobs available. 
Rooms £4, also live in jobs. Overnight 
accommodation for clients. Landlords/ 
employers -  vacancies please. Write for 
leaflet: Huntington, 19 Newport Court, 
London WC2.
Flat. One more young man Acton,
London W3. Own room £4 per week.
Box 25/58.
London. Two professional men seek 
double bedsit or double bedroom in 
shared flat. From September. Ring 
0273 416193 evenings.
Two gay males 38 and 42 ex-Londoners 
now living country between Oxford 
and Reeding seek overnight accommo 
dation accessible central London one 
midweek night once or twice monthly 
to enable theatre/concert visits etc.
Could offer reciprocal hospitality if 
desired. Box 25/59.
Discreet professional man (29) London 
seeks accommodation for two weeks 
not weekends near Canterbury from 
August 6th. Box 25/60.
Ovemight/short stay accommodation 
available for slim young guy, any 
nationality, attending concerts etc. in 
Birmingham. Photo please, which will 
be returned. Box 25/61.
URGENT. Young person required to 
diare house in Beswick area for a low 
rent Must be willing to undertake a 
few chores during owner's absence 
during each week. Replies to 
Box 25/62.
London. Young 40, tired of living 
alone would like to share with some 
one over 21. Friendship offered.
Box 25/116.
Domesticated young man of 25 
requires a room in a sympathetic flat 
Central London from July.
Box 25/117.
Ex RN (40s) offers good home (own 
room) to non effeminate guy. Must be 
clean and tidy. Essex coast. Box
25/125.
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London N3. Good newly furnished 
s/c maisonette pleasant surroundings 
suit 3 sharing £18 pw inclusive. 
Finchley Central. 01-346 3436 after 
6.00pm Mon-Thurs.
To let. Self contained flat. East 
London. Two double bedrooms, large 
lounge, kitchen and bathroom. Suit 
three or four non camp sharing.
£24 pw. 01-534 6426.
Manchester area. Gay in early twenties 
to share luxury flat. £6.50 per week. 
Write with photo please to Box 25/118 
Young man (24) requires accommo 
dation within 30 mins, drive of Poplar, 
E l4. Nothing too camp please.
Box 25/119.
Hammersmith, nice part. Mid-forties 
professional man has room for inde 
pendent but dependable someone 
(over 21) who will share a few house 
hold chores and walk the dog 
occasionally. £6.00 per week. Box 
25/120.
Wolverhampton. Lonely bachelor (38) 
offers free accommodation to suitable 
young guy over 21 (feed self) in ex 
change for permanent companionship. 
Details with photo if possible. Also 
double/single bed-sitter to let. ALA. 
Box 25/121.
Unfurnished flat required London by 
two genuine gays early 40s. Fed up 
with furnished rooms and prejudice, 
will understanding landlord please 
help. ALA. Box 25/122.
German psych student, male (23) long 
fair hair, tall, slim, seeking lodging for 
2-3 months from middle of July with 
kind boy in London, possibly student, 
over 21, for improving my English. I'm 
interested in a lasting friendship, visit 
to Germany in return possible. I'm 
able to pay for food myself. Photo 
appreciated. Box 25/123.
Leicester. A responsible male student, 
gay, but quietly so, seeks own room in 
flat, house, etc. from September — 
must be reasonably priced. ALA.
Box 25/124.
Friendship and home in Ealing offered 
by bachelor (39) to lively intelligent 
person (over 21 if male), couple also 
considered. 01-997 2642 evenings 
and weekends.

Employment
Publishers need well-spoken young man 
to answer the telephone, to act as 
receptionist and to help out generally 
in a small, congenial and sometimes 
frenzied office in Bloomsbury. Ring 
Sheila Thompson at Blond and Briggs 
01-405 2767.
Independent young Indian boy (21) 
earnestly seeks employer to obtain 
work permit. Excellent cook, 2 years 
electrical installation training. Anything 
legitimate considered. English speaking 
ALA. Box 25/63.
Like sewing? Young part-time helper 
required. Hours to suit Paul.
01-278 1641.
Partner for drag. Not over 30 or 5'6" 
semi-prof, or keen for pub engage 
ments view to future cabaret engage 
ments. Plenty props and hi-fi equip 
ment. Box 25/64.
Student (24) seeks vacation job July 
through September. Preferably on 
Merseyside but anywhere/anything 
legit, considered. Box 25/65.
Gay successful businessman age 24 
requires £5000 investment for a retail 
business venture. Fantastic return 
within twelve months for the right 
person plus an immediate directorship. 
Anyone interested? Box 25/66.
Writer offers good home, travel, salary 
for resident secretary/PA, single male, 
preferably 35-50, good typing essential, 
driving desirable. Send details, edu 
cation, tastes, etc. Box 25/67.
Scot London, good appearance, ex RN, 
young 40s, completely reliable, seeks 
whole or part time job days, nights, 
can travel (sorry can't drive). Anything 
anywhere considered provided it's legal 
and keeps us both happy. Fullest 
details please. ALA. Box 25/68. 
Presentable young man (about 23-33) 
required as personal assistant to and to 
live with an affectionate lively lawyer 
(34) with wide interests in a delightful 
part of the Welsh border countryside.
A car driver preferred and a sense of 
humour helpful. Photo appreciated 
with guaranteed return. Box 25/113. 
Mike, young 29, 6' not camp, seeks 
evening/weekend work. Must be well 
paid. Experienced printer, letterpress/ 
litho, driver, clean licence. Anything 
legal considered. London SW10.
Box 25/114
Clive Connell, the landlord of the New 
Inn, Clovelly, Devon, wants two gay 
boys (preferably middle-aged) to help 
him run the pub. Write giving full 
details.

Volunteers preferably with own trans 
port wanted to help Gay News out in 
poster campaign. Expenses paid.
Peter Mundy. 01-373 0586.

23 waiters and other staff wanted for
new hotel. Live in/out London. Hun 
tington, 19 Newport Court, London 
WC2.
North London male (21) seeks 
legitimate part time evening and 
weekend work. Box 25/115.

WANTED. STREET SELLERS to 
sell, you guessed it, GAY NEWS. 
Fun way of making extra cash.

Classified
Relaxed South London qualified 
masseur will cross water. Phone 
01-699 1960.
"Julian" the mobile discotheque 
with gay people in mind. Phone 
01-837 5826.

Experienced young qualified
masseur visits home/hotel. Genuine 
service for massage only.
01-370 6506
Soothe away those aches and pains. 
Qualified masseur visits, genuine 
only. 01-373 6614.
Gay Nude Boys/Men Mags!!!
"Cain Leather" "Tsar" £1.50 
each. "Just Kids" £2.50. 10" 
vibrators £2.00. Lists SAE.
Johnny: BM/FBGH, London 
WCTV 6XX_____________________

CHRISTIAN? FEEL REJECTED?
Come and worship with 
the Fellowship in Christ 

the Liberator 
Details: FCL, c/o 61 Earls 

Court Square, London SW5.

Why not have a relaxing massage 
in your own home? At reasonable 
cost! Ring Ron at 01-472 1939. 
6pm-7.15pm Wed, Thurs, Fri, or 
all day Sunday. Genuine massage 
ONLY.
Personal finance available for all 
needs. Loans, investment, and 
insurance service. For free and 
confidential advice, write: B.W. 
Finance, 'Ingledene', Cleveland 
Row, Bathwick, Bath.
New young male masseur seeks 
genuine legal work. Phone Greg, 
01-727 8322.___________________

THE GO-BETWEEN
Local and Long-Distance 
Removals.
Phone 01-349 1838 
.Any Time

Jeffrey Gay Magazine (discreet 
wrapping) 35p (p&p 5p). Pleasan 
tries (Regd.), Ground Floor,
3 Middle Street, London EC1. 
Improve your shape. Shirts/ 
trousers altered to fit -  Paul, 
01-278 1641.
Well fitting trousers made flared, 
wide as you like. Paul,
01-278 1641.__________________

ADAM 73, a magazine with a 
difference. Join our team of 
goodlooking guys. Send photo 
graphs and details.
Editor, (CHD) 243 Regent Street, 
London W1 R 8PN. ARTICLES  
desperately required.

Meet new friends. Get Apollo 
Contact magazine, 75p or Gay 
Circle, 50p; both sent for £1 from 
D. Gritten, 131 (GN) Richmond 
Park Rd., Bournemouth, Hants.
A transport of delight. Removals 
day and night. Phone Dave,
01-504 9392.
Genuine massage offered by male 
negro with a Clarke system certifi 
cate. Hotel visit welcome. Home 
visits. Own accommodation 
offered if needed. Phone between 
10.00am-8.00pm. 01-402 5840.
FAG FUND. It would nelp our petty 
cash situation if you could send us 
your ciggy coupons . . . ta, my dears.

Leather clothing of all types for 
all occasions to your own specifi 
cations. SAE for catalogue.
Walter Wright, 42 Croxteth Rd,

I Liverpool L8 3SQ.______________

GAY NEWS OLDIES
BACK numbers of Gay News are 

still available, so if you missed an 
issue or two (or even more), why 
not complete your set by ordering 
copies of our earlier editions while 
stocks last.

GN No 1 to 19 cost lOp per 
single copy; GN No 20 to 24 cost 
15p per single copy.

If ordering less than 4 copies, 
please add 3p per copy postage. 
Orders of 4 or more are post free.

Please send crossed cheques/ 
postal orders to:
Oldies Dept, Gay News, 34d 
Redcliffe Square, London SW10.

Inform ation
This corner is really a long list -  of 
places, people you might like to know 
about or one day need. We can, of 
course, only publish the information 
that is sent in to us. * *
Homosexual Counselling. If you have a 
medical, psychological, legal. Spiritual 
or just a general problem contact 

.CENTRE, Broadley Terrace. Maryle- 
bone, NW1, for an appointment or 
telephone 01-262 9595 (Office hours 
7 .3 0 -9.30pm.)
NSHO Gay Conference — "Improving 
co-operation within the Homophile 
Movement" -  to be held on Saturday, 
23rd June from 10am-4pm at The 
Vestry, St Andrew Undershaft, St 
Mary Axe, London EC3. Directions: 
tube to Bank station (central line), 
take Cornhill exit, walk up Cornhill, 
across into Leadenhall Street. Take 
first right hand turning, this is St Mary 
Axe. The church is on the corner.
Manchester & The North T/V's. Tony 
Wade is setting up a society for trans 
vestites, both male and female. Contact 
him by phoning 061-427 2913, or 
write to: Rosemount, 43 Station Road, 
Marple, Cheshire.

(South Wales and Bristol T/V's. Martin 
1 Rees is hoping to establish a group for 
tmale and female transvestites. Contact 
liim  at: 5 Upper Church Street,
IBargoed, Glamorgan, Wales.
*The Beaumont Society is an organi 

sation for transvestites and trans 
sexuals. For information of meetings 
etc., write to: The Beaumont Society. 
BM/Box 3084, London WC1.
REACH — a nationwide homophile 
group of members of Christian churches 
primarily concerned with cam 
paigning within the churches and 
helping isolated homosexual Christians. 
Reach, 25 Blackfriars Road,
Manchester.
Mental patients and ex-patients:
Mental Patients Union meets weekly 
Wed evenings 7pm. 97 Prince of Wales 
Road. NW5. 01-267 2770 
Gayprints - Faggots and the Revolut 
ion etc has now moved to 66 Wood 
land Rise, Muswell Hill, London N10.

CHE Players request the pleasure of 
your company at an evening entertain 
ment. James Saunders' celebrated con 
versation piece "After Liverpool" and 
Eugene Ionesco's peculiar pseudo 
play "The Bald-Headed Prima Donna". 
Sunday through Thursday. July 1, 2,
3, 4, 5 nightly at 8pm. The Little 
Theatre Club, Garrick Yard, St Martin's 
Lane, London WC2. Tickets 45p in 
advance through CHELIC, 22 Great 
Windmill Street, London W1 and 
local CHE Groups, or at the door.

CAMBRIDGE gay women's group 
meets fortnightly. For information 
contact Jane at 29 St John Street, f  
Cambridge. - •

ROOTS: Edinburgh's Alternative 
magazine. 6p monthly from 6 
Lonsdale Terr Edinburgh 3, also 
INDEX, Edinburgh's radical directory. 
Over 250 organisations listed, many 
with descriptive paragraphs -  your 
guide to the alternatives in Edinburgh 
(end the rest of Britain). Out May 21.
?0p (+3p postage) from Roots.
Edinburgh University Gay Group.
Contact Rod Hall, 18 Guthrie Street, 
Edinburgh.
Mental Patients Union research group 
needs written evidence on the effects 
of electro-convulsive therapy, brain 
surgery and psychiatric drugs. All 
information will be treated confi 
dentially. Details to MPY, 97 Prince of 
Wales Road. NW5.
Bath Gay Awareness Group meets 
Thursdays 8pm. Info from John —
Bath 20105 or Hugh -  Bath 4738. 
Sheffield Gaysoc embraces CHE, GLF 
— and those who don't go in for 
organisations too — for discussions, 
campaigns and exciting social activities. 
Not just for the university, but for all 
gay, bi and sympathetic women and 
men educational institutions in the 
area. Write to us via Societies Pigeon 
holes. Students Union, The University, 
Western Bank, Sheffield 10.
READING GAY ALLIANCE regular 
disco and social counselling, quiet 
meetings, public meetings and action. 
Town and University. SAE for News- 
sheet. Room 7, 30 London Road, 
READING.
Alternative Free Library needs dona 
tions of radical/liberated Gay Papers 
and Magazines, ESPECIALLY back 
issues. Please write Geoffrey Leigh, 30. 
Woodside, Wimbledon, London 
SW19 7AW.
Harrow Gay Unity. For details phone 
Janie at 863 1184 or Alex at 864 2291. 
Meets on Mondays.
Southampton Area: Gay men and 
women welcome to new group. Details 
from Ken. Romsey 512959 
Bristol Gay Students Society — for all 
young people, male and female. Regular 
meetings, social events, guest speakers, 
theatre visits, awareness groups. Write 
to Trevor Locke. Gay Students Soc, 
University of Bristol Union. Queens 
Road. Bristol BS8 1LN for a prog 
ramme of events. Tel: Bristol 35035.
Social group for homosexual men and 
women meeting in London -  weekends 
in East End, mid-week in various small 
groups. Come and make new friends in 
congenial surroundings. Write for details 
to SK group, c/o Albany Trust. 32 
Shaftesbury Ave. W1.
CHALLENGE is a social group for gay 
women and men over 21. We'have 
weekly meetings at 3 London branches 
and would be delighted if you would 
join us for a drink and a chat. Please 
telephone any evening between 7 and 
11. Dial 567 5085 and the operator 
will give you the number of the mem 
ber of the evening. Do call us.
Fellowship in Christ the Liberator, 
Communion service 8pm, Sundays,
West Kensington. Derails FCL c/o 61 
Earls Court Square. London SW5. 
Help/ln‘ormation/co1fee at Bethnal 
Rouge, a bookshop run by a collective 
of gay people.248 Bethnal Green Road, 
London E2. Tube: Bethnal Green. Bus: 8 
GAY MARXIST GROUP now forming. 
Politically committed homosexuals of 
both sexes welcome. Details:
01 794 3368.
SAPPHO meets every first Monday in 
the month at Euston Tavern, corner 
Judd Street/Euston Rd. London NW1, 
7.30 pm upstairs room. All women 
welcome. SAPPHO. 30p inc post for 
single copies from BCM/PETREL, 
LONDON WCIV 6XX. _

Survey of the social position and >
attitudes of homosexuals to provide 
a factual basis for gay activism. Anyone 
interested particularly sociology 
students/lecturers contact Peter 
Tatchell, 29 Sinclair Gardens, London 
W14. Telephone 01-603 7158.
Jewish homophile Group welcohvQT 
new members of either sex. For further 
information please write to Timothy 
Goldard, BM-JHG. WC1 6XX.

BRISTOL: Help and information for 
gay men and women. Regular social 
group meetings in relaxed atmosphere. 
Send s.a.e. to Confidential Friend.
CHE Bristol. PO Box 171, BS99 7ND. 
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY GAYSOC. 
Contact David Reeks. House 4 Third 
Court, University of Surrey.

York CHE & GLF Midsummer Dance,
Saturday, 23rd June, at Wentworth 
College, University of York. Send 30p 
to Friday Group, Porter's Lodge, 
Langwith College, with SAE, or bring 
a bottle.

LESBIANS come together in London 
every Monday and Friday. For details 
ring Pauline and Sally, 01 -346 4684. 
KENT UNIVERSITY GAY LIBSOC 
meets every Thursday evening in 
Canterbury. Everyone welcome. For 
details contact: Gill Irvin, Keynes 
Cottape, The University, Canterbruy, 
Kent, or Brian Hart at Folkestone 
54698. ^
TEACH-IN AT YORK. 14.00-20.00 at 
St Johns College on Wed. 20 June, 
featuring Anthony Grey, Ian Dunn 
and supporting cast.

Manchester Gay Women meet on alter 
native Mondays. Details: Liz Stanley, 
061-881 3683.
GAYSOC: for homosexual men and 
women in any school or college of 
London University — undergraduate, 
postgraduate or staff. Social, political 
and campaigning activities aimed at 
creating better conditions for gays 
within the university — then the world! 
Write (er\f losing SAE please)
GAYSOC, ULU. Malet Street. WC1. 
Abortion, contraception, entertainment 
transport,legal advice, jobs, alternative? 
Work, food, hitch-hiking, cheap fur 
nishing, communications, shelter, late 
night services, accommodation, free 
services, ad infinitum . . .
Contact: Nutshell Information Service, 
Phone Brimingham 772 2483. 24 hours 
every day. (Ask for Nutshell as we 
share a line with St Basil's Centre.) 
Leicester Gay Awareness Group, ring 
Leicester 738832, ask for Clive or John. 
Warwick Gay Soc has started. Meets 
every Tuesday 6pm fci the Coffee Bar 
at the University. Contact Irwin Timms, 
60 Russell Terrace, Leamington Spa, 
or Jill Brown, H44, Rootes Hall.

M L
PC.

Women's Liberation Workshop, 3 
Shavers Place. London W1. Tel:
01 839 3918.

Manchester University Homophile 
Society -  social events, campaigning -  
open to all -  meets Thursdays. 8pm, 
meeting room 4, University Union, 
Oxford Road.
Gay girls meet on alternate Fridays 
7—10.30pm, Blue Anchor Hotel, St 
Mary's Street, Cardiff, upstairs room.
"Gay Cambridge", a joint CHE/GLF 
group covering both the town and the 
university. Meets every fortnight, 
weekly in university term. Contact 
Bernard Greaves, 29 John Street, 
Cambridge. Phone Cambridge 52661.
R I B information and Help, 58 Charles 
Street, Cardiff 44441. Advice on 
homosexuality, food, lesbianism, drugs, 
legal matters, entertainment etc. 
OXFORD GAY ACTION GROUP, 
Oxford 45301 between 7 & 8 pm. 
Meetings every Sunday at 8pm in The 
Marlborough, St Thomas Street.
Isolated homosexual men and women 
can ring Icebreakers on 274 9590 bet 
ween 7.30 and 10.30 every evening of 
the year to talk over their problems 
with other gay people.

CAMPAIGN FOR 
HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY
There are over TQJocal groups. For 
details and memDecship information, 
contact their offices at:- 
28 Kennedy Street, Manchester M2 
4BG. Telephone 061-228 1985.
Or 22 Great Windmill Street, London 
W1. Telephone 01-437 7363. (London 
Information Centre, open Mondays to 
Fridays noon to 10pm, Saturdays noon 
to 6pm, Closed Sundays.)

GAY LIBERATION 
FRONT

London Gay Liberation Front is divided 
into local groups and there are over 4Q̂  
provincial groups. Full information from 
the London GLF office, at 5 Caledonian 
Road. N1. Telephone 01-8377174.

SCOTTISH MINORITIES 
GROUP

Postal enquiries: SMG, 214 Clyde 
Street, Glasgow Gl 4JZ.

PLEASE NOTE: For this issue only, we 
are unable to run the complete lists of 
CHE, GLF, and SMG Information, owing 
to an acute shortage of space. The maj 
ority of the Information is unchanged 
from GN 24.

Discos
DISCO First Sat of each month at the 
Odd Si>ot Coffee House & Grill, Sir 
Simon's Arcade (behind T.S.B.), Lan 
caster. Tel 2750, 11pm to 4 am.
Bring a bottle. Gay News will be on 
sale.
West London GLF present discos at 
Fulham Town Hall. Harwood Rd, • 
Fulham Broadway at 8pm on May 
22nd. May 29th.
Nightingale Club. 50 Camp Hill, 
Birmingham disco with Mike St John 
every Tuesday 10.30 to 2am.
OXFORD GAY ACTION GROUP disco 
every Fri 8-11 at The Cape of Good 
Hope, The Plain, Oxford.
Disco every Thursday In the Public Bar 
of The Ship and Whale, 2 Gulliver 
Street, SE 16.
Reading Gay Alliance weekly social
Wednesday, disco Saturday. Admission 
to each 2Cip (lOp students). Both at 
The Railway Tavern, Stanshawe Road, 
Reading. No membership.
Sussex GLF. Disco every Friday 8-11 
pm at Stanford Arms, Preston Circus, 
Brighton. Only 20p.
Oxford Gay Action Group: Weekly 
Discos 8pm on Fridays at The Cape 
of Good Hope, The Plain, Oxford.
Leeds GLF Discos every fortnight. 
Contact their office for location. 
FATHER RED CAP 319 Camberwell 
Road. SE5 (Camberwell Green).
Tricky Dicky Boys only Disco on 
Thursdays and Sundays. Also mixed 
disco on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Girls only disco on Fridays.
DRAG MOBILE DISCOTHEQUE 
Tuesday nights -  ROYAL OAK, 62 
Glenthorne Road. London W6.
KINGS ARMS Liverpool Street, (cor 
ner qf Pindar Street). Tube/B.R. Liv 
erpool Street. Buses 8, 8a. 22 ,6 , 47.
87. Dicks Inn every Monday 8-11pm 
Licensed. Tricky Dicky show on Set 
urday nights 8.30-11pm. Admission 
free, saloon bar disco, impersona 
tions. gay atmosphere. Gay News is 
on sale at all Tricky Dicky discos. 
ARABIAN public house. 234 Cam 
bridge Heath Road. E2. Nearest tube 
Bethnal Green. 5 mins walk. Every 
Wednesday Dicks Inn 8.30-11pm.
Tricky Dickv Disco.
Newcastle GLF disco, June 9, Sally 
port Tower. Newcastle.
S London GLF dieoo. 8pm every 
Saturday at The Hanover Arms. Tube 
Oval
Centre Disco's every Friday — 8.00 - 
11.30pm. Admission 30p. Centre. 
Broadlev Terrace. Marylebone. NW1.
PLEASE NOTE: Owing to shortage of 
space, we are unable to Include, In this 
Issue only, the ‘Gay Pubs’, ’Drag & 
Cabaret’, 'Provincial Info’ and 
‘Friendly Outlets’ lists. Most Infor 
mation remains unchanged since the 
last Issue.
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■G L F  A nnounces Gay Pride Week 
LONDON: A disco planned for the Hanover 
Arms, Clapham Road, South London on 
Saturday June 23rd will be the opener for 
a Gay Pride week planned by the Gay 
Liberation Front.

Sunday will be a Gay Day (venue un 
decided); Tuesday, a general meeting and 
West London disco; Wednesday, a South 
London meeting; Thursday, several local 
meetings; Friday, a disco planned for 
outdoors.

The week will wind up on Saturday, June 
30th, with a picnic, dance and demo/march.
A lot of participation will be needed to 
make this the success it should be and it 
should be fun too, so those interested can 
ring GLF on 01-837 7174 for further 
information.
■  Pub Bans ‘Q ueers’
LEEDS: GN reader John Mibbs reports that 
the management of the Great Northern 
Hotel, who have presumably made substan 
tial money from gays, have begun to show 
their true colours.

Recently the Buccaneer Bar of the 
hotel, frequented by many gays, was closed 
for re-decoration. “The regulars moved to 
the York Bar at the back of the hotel",
John explains. “The manager positioned 
himself at the door, and anyone he recognised 
he told ‘Sorry, we can't serve you, we don’t 
want queers in here’. The same kind of thing 
happened a couple of years ago, and some 
one wrote to a member of the Board of the 
House Of Forte, which owns the hotel, 
and a representative came up and removed 
the manager, if I remember correctly."

■  Sex D iscrim ination Law R ejected
NEW YORK: Intro 475, a BiU which would 
outlaw discrimination on the basis of ‘sexual 
orientation’ has failed to be introduced to 
this city’s Human Rights Law, despite the 
fact that 10 of the 15 members pledged in 
writing to support it.

The Bill was defeated when a third vote 
was taken, and the many gay New Yorkers 
who waited outside City Hall for nearly five 
hours in a chilly rainstorm did not receive the 
news too happily.

■  The Pressure o f  Oppressed Gay Love 
NORTHAMPTON: Derek Williams, 29, had 
planned to murder Paul Tippett, 26, whom 
he had loved since schooldays, then commit 
suicide, a jury was told.

However, the prosecuting QC said he 
was no longer asking the jury to find the 
accused guilty of attempted murder: “ His 
love for Paul Tippett is something which 
you and I may find difficult to understand 
and something of which we may disapprove, 
but it was something real enough for him. It 
was not just friendship."

Although he may have disapproved, the 
prosecuting QC became almost romantic 
when he said: “ It is not difficult to under 
stand how the idea appealed to him that 
although they could not be together in this 
life, their souls might be in union in the 
next life." He also added that the accused 
had not come close enough to killing Tippett 
for the charge to be warranted.

William’s defence claimed that although 
he had many opportunities to attack Tippett 
with the knife he was brandishing, this had 
not occurred. Williams himself told the 
court he had gone to Tippett’s house because 
of a burning desire to tell him that his 
mother had been wrong in ending their 
association because there was nothing “nasty 
or dirty about it."
Proceedings continue.

■  Thirty Quid For O ne Psssst
LONDON: Robert Bence, 28, has been fined 
£20 with £10 costs for ‘obstructing the 
police’. Although he denied it, police charged 
that Bence allegedly gave close inspection to 
two policemen hiding behind a tree, watching 
two men ‘talking closely’. He walked by and 
then returned, telling the two men “Psst, 
police."

“Police have a difficult enough job 
without someone like you taking a hand," 
the magistrate admonished. GN would be 
more inclined to think that police have a 
difficult enough job without hiding behind 
trees watching men talking. Caught any 
murderers lately, fellas?
■  M onty Python in Scotland  
EDINBURGH: So successful was the Monty 
Python Tour here that three days’ perform 
ances were given to packed King’s Theatre 
audiences in May. The local gay community 
responded by holding a party at which 
Graham Chapman and Tom Wall were guests 
of honour. We enjoyed their company and 
loved the show: “haste ye back, lads, ye’ve 
won our hearts."

■  Gay W edding Televised
COPENHAGEN: A wedding between two 
gay women has been telecast live by a 
Danish TV network here. Broadcast as part 
of a series called Prejudices, the wedding -  
performed by a Danish Church minister -  
went to air unannounced. An action-filled 
debate followed the wedding (Danish law 
forbids gay marriages), resulting in a 
decision by two political parties -  the 
Socialist Peoples’ Party and Radical Leftists 
Party -  to pledge support towards legalised 
gay marriages.
■  G ays Shock O xford Chums 
OXFORD: The Cherwell Ball, planned by 
Old Etonian Robert Lyle and his Oxford 
chums for Friday June 1, was cancelled when 
the organisers received what appears to have 
been a nasty shock. Most of the tickets were 
ordered by GLF members -  “They were 
trying to infiltrate themselves into it," was 
the way Bali treasurer Keith Hutchence put 
it.

A would-be infiltrator and Gay Libber 
named David received the news by saying 
“we enjoy a good dance as much as 
anybody."

GN felt that the NUS, currently cam 
paigning for gay equality on campus, might 
be interested in this news and has passed it 
along.
■  “Church Fathered Gay Lib” 
EDINBURGH: The Rev David Levison, 
convenor of the Moral Welfare Committee, 
has blamed Church attitudes for the necessity 
of Gay Lib. “No-one at all, because the 
Church exists, should have to carry alone a 
burden of guilt and loneliness and oppression, 
the burden of having to live a double life 
because he or she knows how most people 
react to the open admission of such a 
condition."

The church liberalism was tempered with 
the belief that “ the normality of hetero 
sexuality should be stressed."

■  W idening G ulf B etw een G ays

NEW YORK: It’s highly likely that the 
Lesbian Liberation Committee of the Gay 
Activists Alliance will soon split. Recent 
meetings have produced the opinion from 
many gay women that they should align with 
an organisation devoted exclusively to gay 
women’s rights -  and that lesbians are con 
cerned not only with gay rights, but with 
their rights as women.

■  N o People Like Show  People ....
NEW YORK: Joanne Woodward’s latest
agony-epic movie, currently being filmed 
in a rented apartment, has her playing the 
mother of a gay boy whom she discovers 
naked in the arms of his lover beneath a 
Rudolph Nureyev poster. Of the movie 
(‘Death of a Snow Queen’ although the title 
will probably be changes), Joanne says, “ It’s 
very depressing; and just between you and 
me, I have iust about had it with being 
depressed.

Jonathan King, in the States to promote 
his new record label, is promising an album 
for later this year called ‘Bubblegum Rock 
Is Here To Stay’, featuring such kiddie 
tracks as ‘Supershit’ and ‘Be Gay'.

And here’s a lulu from Little Richard, of 
the bouffant hairdo and thickening pancake, 
re David Bowie: “ I heard about David, I 
never met David, but I heard that he’s some 
kind of homosexual. Personally I don’t 
believe that. I don’t believe that no man 
who’s homosexual would sit down and 
declare that he’s homosexual." And: “ I 
think homosexuality is just like if a man was 
born deformed. Like a crooked finger, a one- 
eye, no eyes. I don’t know David, but I wish 
him the best. I want him to hit the world 
and smash everywhere, but I really believe 
that David is straight, I hope."

■  CHE Throw s An O pen G athering

LONDON: CHE are in need of cash, and this 
fact was laid on the line at an open meeting 
held June 1st. The running of the London 
CHE office on a shoestring budget brought 
a general request for aid: those able to spend 
some time in running the office affairs were 
asked to fill in a form left in the foyer.

The breakaway of CENTRE from CHE’s 
gay befriending and counselling service, 
FRIEND, was glossed over somewhat, but 
the strong need for gay sex instruction in 
secondary schools was met head-on. CHE 
members resolved to attempt to arrange 
interviews with the appropriate school 
authorities.
CHE have long been hoping to open a club 
venue, comprising a regular disco with space
set aside for other activities. The hold-up on 
establishing the club is still that old 
perennial, “lack of funds"; one visitor 
suggested a regular contribution scaled to 
each individual’s salary, and this suggestion 
met with general acceptance. Current 
membership fee is £1.50 per annum.
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