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He Who Cast 
The First Stone
IN 1866, a newspaper called the Devon 
Evening Express was born. By the standards 
of the big London newspapers of the day, it 
was no great radical publication, but it had a 
clear-cut policy of being, as it said, broad
minded.

Forty years later, the same newspaper 
withstood a change of heart, a slight change 
of policy and became the Exeter Express 
and Echo, and continued its ‘broad approach*
policy.

In its 107 years of publishing, the news
paper has seldom taken on much soap-box 
preaching. Nor has it laid down many rules 
of thumb. It has not assumed the role o f a
public watchdog.

Until very recently, when the editorial 
hierarchy of the Express and Echo tore the 
wraps off their until-then well-covered hatred
- homosexuality.

Under the lollipop banner of ‘Some 
Queer Goings On', the Express and Echo 
told its 41,000 readers how it felt about the 
recent gay rights conference at the Exeter 
University.

It said: “We have come a long way since 
the days of Oscar Wilde when he told a 
shocked generation of ‘the love that dare 
not speak its name'. Now, judging by a 
conference that is being held at I xcter 
University, certain students are prepared to 
parade their perversion openly.

“We learn that at the University, that seat 
of learning and if any homosexual student 
sees a pun there he is welcome to it a (Jay 
Society was formed last term. It has, 
according to a vice-president, a membership 
of 10 and is still growing.

“At St Luke's College. Exeter, another 
proud institution that has turned out many 
good teachers in the past, ‘there is a move
ment towards gay rights', and at Exeter 
College, there is a ‘fair chance* o f a homo
sexual society being formed in the future.

“What is so nauseating about these dis
closures is not that such a situation exists 
in Exeter after all. where two consenting 
adults are gathered together in private, it is 
no longer illegal but that the students are 
so brazen about it. They want the whole 
world to know, apparently, about the 
activities and proclivities of some of their 
number.

“They are very much like the child who 
does something because he knows it is 
naughty, and then has to draw attention to 
himself by saying: ‘Look at me. look at me*.

“We are not moralising here: everyone to 
his own choice. But would it not be better, 
perhaps to consider an old maxim, here 
adopted and adapted, that ‘children should 
be obscene, but not heard'?"

And there, the Express and Echo ended 
what must be one of the year's most 
uneducated, yet totally pontificating pieces 
of editorial garbage.

it borders on sedition if we say that the 
Express and Echo Haunted its inverted self- 
opinionated mind to recklessly attempt a 
public crucifixion of the gay society around 
it.

There is simply no justification for such 
an outcry by such a grown-up newspaper 
over such an everyday event. The E xpress 
and Echo is obviously grief-stricken to learn 
that the dreaded homosexuality has dared to 
rear its head in its own province. The news
paper is also clearly trying to reassure its 
readers that from its sanctimonious offices 
in Sidwell Street, it will leave no stone 
unturned until it has rid Exeter of all public 
traces of gayness.

To that end its irresponsible editor care
lessly cast the first stone.

When Cay 
Is Not 

G ood Enough
TODAY, we were slightly self-indulgent. 
Vented an internal grizzle out in the open 
spaces of our pages. Sought a bit of public 
shoulder to cry on.

Gay News is perhaps guilty too often of 
making a bit of noise when it's thrown 
around a little as the result of anti-homo- 
sexual discrimination, but before you con
demn it out of hand, remember that anti
discrimination is really why we’re here.

Give us any platform and we'll stand on 
it and shout our message. We'd prefer to do 
it a little more subtly, but subtlety is not 
what the anti-gay organisations seem to 
understand best.

Our little brush with those seemingly 
impenetrable walls which surround the 
vast piece of real estate in Fleet Street called 
IPC House last week left us, in a way, 
sounding like a forlorn tin whistle barred 
from a great orchestra.

The refusal by Melody Maker to accept 
a legitimate advertisement from Gay News 
is more than a policy mandate which might 
easily outlaw advertising for possible 
opposition publications. It is a very emphatic 
statement of editorial opinion towards 
homosexuality.

The puzzling breakaway element from 
the otherwise definite attitude of JPC- 
controlled publications is the frequent array 
of gay advertisements in the classified pages 
of Melody Maker itself.

Surely IPC cannot see Gay News as any 
real threat to the ever-booming circulation 
of its music publications. Such cannot be 
the power of the pen at SW10. But it does 
raise a few questions about the sincerity of 
IPC's cold explanation about our advertise
ment being ‘non IPC policy’.

If it makes money and keeps readers, 
it must be slightly-policy. But being gay for 
gay’s sake just isn’t good enough.

Letters
Lip  Service to  Bisexuals

Liverpool
Dear GN Collective,

As the essay I’m supposed to be writing isn’t 
getting very far. I’ll write to you instead. (I don’t 
suppose that any of you would care to send me 
2500 words on **fo what extent is Lenin a 
Marxist? To what extent is he not?" — no? Well I 
only asked).

Anyway, as your 'Here We Are Again’ column 
seems to l»e crying out for encouragement in the 
midst of financial crisis, I thought I'd write and 
say how much I like your paper] its new layout 
('specially now you've cleaned up the messy back 
page) and even your new price.

What I would like is more features for bisexuals 
Yeah, I know you ran an excellent article by 
Chris Robbins on "Bisexuals Oppressed and 
Oppressor" in GN 16, but we aren't that easily 
satisfied. Most gay organisations pay lip-service 
to the problems of bisexuals but aren't so charming 
in practice: it's alright to turn up at the local 
CHE/GLF and say "I'm a bi". but wait till you're 
seen out with a girl — "Well, my dears, a gay and a 
girl"i' Shock. Horror. Obscene. Disgust. Can't we 
all just accept each other as people? So, more in 
Gay News on bi's - and lesbians. (No, before you 
ask. I wouldn't like to write an article. I've got 
exams next term.)

Secondly, hut just as seriously, can we have a 
picture of the Gay News team in a future issue. I've 
built up the most amazing pictures of what you all 
look like (especially David Seligman) so please put 
me out of my misery. With my horrific images it 
would be a service to mankind to have them 
corrected. For instance, do you all look as lovable 
as the pic of Denis Lemon in GN19?

On a more practical level, I notice your craving 
for ciggy coupons. Well, I don't smoke but I do 
have a Green Shield Stamp book which is yours 
for the asking. Such generosity is rarely seen these 
days. And think what you can get with one whole 
book'

Ah well. Back to the problems of Lenin. Any 
comments on that subject (unlikely I know) should 
be sent off immediately as I need 'em for Thursday 
It was due in m January, but if I make it for Easter 
that's not too bad. Is it?

Alan
ED: Green Shield stamps are as welcome as 
cigarette coupons. Thanks in anticipation.

GN will endeavour to include more news and 
articles relating to bisexuals in future issues.

All being well, but you may think otherwise 
after seeing us. the GN collective will be featured 
on the cover of issue No 25. which is also our first 
anniversary edition.

Keeping In Touch

Nottingham
Dear Editor,

I look forward each fortnight toobtammg iny Gay 
News. I started with one copy, now after sending 
my copy to friends, four others are now also having 
a copy themselves. If every reader could obtain 
another reader, you could look forward^p a bigger 
circulation than ever. S

We each have our opinions of Gay Nem and 
find many points to discuss after reading it. Even 
at 15p it's value for money. I don't get on the 
scene myself much these days, so reading Gay 
News still keeps me in touch with life and its 
happenings.

So. added success to your efforts.
E S Lofthouse

Gay For Life
Hereford
Dear Gay News,

What happens to gays when they reach the age 
of 50 — do they just fade away, or on attaining 
that maturity do they cease being gay and auto
matically transfer to the "dirty old man" category? 
Judging by the repetition of "younger guy", 
"21-30", "slim", "beautiful", "Good looking 
young guy", in your personal ad columns, one 
might assume that the majority of gays never 
reach maturity! My immediate circle of gay friends 
all men in their fifties (attractive, active, amoral 
and appreciative, but not antiquated) insist on 
referring to your paper as the "Sun Valley Gazette" 
(Sun Valley being a local factory specialising in 
chickens) -  are unanimous in agreeing that a 
column/section in your publication slanted more 
to the mature homosexual could well step up 
circulation numbers. We were all 21 and*gay 
once upon a time — as today's gays will one day 
be 50 or more -  and STILL GAY! How many of 
them will shudder and consider that blasphemy 
I wonder?

Hugh Moncrieff-Weber
ED: If any more 'experienced' readers feel GN 
is too slanted towards younger homosexuals, why 
not send us articles and features you think would 
interest "mature" gays? We would particularly 
welcome articles on the various gay scenes from 
1920 to 1960.

Sorties Into the Teen-Mag Syndrome
London W10
Dear Gay News,

I have just read your latest issue (GN20) which 
goes to some lengths to explain how the price 
increase of 5p allows you greater scope to do the 
things you've wanted to do and how such a rise 
will allow the paper to "grow up". That's fine if it 
leads to a greater selection of articles than there 
has been so far. If, however, it leads to a regular 
full-page section devoted to Tim Skinner's "Is He 
Or Isn't He?" fantasies about popstars (such as the 
David Cassidy article) as regular policy, then 
maybe Gay News would be better off consisting 
of 19 pages rather than the current 20.

Gay News has always been a very intelligent 
paper with high standards and it would be a great 
shame to see any further 'sorties' of this type into 
the 'teen-mag' syndrome. Can we expect the 
promised new improved Gay News or just equally 
boring follow-ups on Michael Jackson or the 
Osmonds?

Chris Blaby
ED: It is hoped that in the future we will feature 
interviews with Prime Ministers and Union Presi
dents. through to ones with such personalities as 
Nana Mouskouri and David Bowie.

Valuable to Gays
Norwich
Dear Gay News.

The value of GN to isolated gays has been made 
apparent to me by Peter Straker's 'Private Parts' 
album. This superb record was first brought to my 
notice by the enthusiastic review in your columns 
and the appreciative letter which followed. On the 
stength of these alone I went out and bought it. 
How glad I am that I did.

This is an LP to which I identified immediately 
and it has given increasing pleasure with repeated 
playings and will. I am certain, continue to do so.
It is sincerely written and sincerely performed.
The lyrics are sensitive, intelligent, honest and 
beautiful. Peter Straker gives a committed 
performance, with great feeling and welcome
clarity. If ever a record did not need a word sheet, 
it is certainly this one.

A great range of human emotions are explored 
and captured, all very relevant to the gay situation. 
The music is far reaching as the lyrics, at times 
rich, almost opulent, at others stark and nerve 
shattering — but always emotion stirring. It all fits 
together perfectly and has a wonderful unity. The 
sleeve is beautiful too. One can only praise this 
venture and assure its success by adding it at once 
to your collection.

I hope GN will continue to bring to our notice 
films, books, records etc. which are as valuable to 
the gay community as this one. It would be sad if a 
record as exciting as this were to go unrecognised 
through lack of publicity.

Ray

Gross Inaccuracies
Nightingale Club. 50 Camp Hill. Birmingham 12
Dear Gay News.

We feel that the attention of your readers 
should be drawn to the gross inaccuracies contained 
in the 1973 edition of Spartacus International 
Gay Guide. Enclosed, please find photostat copies 
of literature received piomoting the sale of the 
guide.

You will note that among claims made for the 
guide is that 'our team of investigators travel all 
over the world finding new information, deleting 
dead entries, and bringing you the up-to-date facts.' 
Another statement made is ‘Don't accept an 
inferior substitute when you can have the best.'

On perusing the Birmingham section we are 
therefore surprised to find that it is headed by a 
club that has been closed for a number or years, 
and that no fewer than six of the twelve entries 
are premises that have either closed or altered in 
character.

Assuming that entries for other towns and 
cities are equally inaccurate, your readers may 
question the value of this guide at £1.75 per copy. 
They may even be warranted in judging the guide 
exploitation of the gay community.

A C Vigus 
Honorary Secretary 

ED: See the 'Provincial Info' column for an up to 
date list of pubs and clubs in Birmingham.

London SW11
Dear Gay News.

I would like to draw the attention of the editorial 
and readership of Gay News to a matter that may 
appear somewhat trivial, but none the less reflects an 
attitude that is not exactly consistent with the pur
ported ideals expressed by the editorial and pre
sumably by a significant percentage of the reader- 
ship, in the achievement of sexual equality, whether 
male/female of homo/heterosexual.

I refer in fact to the use of 'courtesy' titles, ie 
Mr, Mrs, Miss, Sir, Madam, Esquire, etc.

The information that such titles reveal is not 
only irrelevant and arbitary in most cases to the 
purpose of addressing or referring to a particular 
person, but makes an unnecessary distinction 
between people's sex and marital status, and by 
incorporating these characteristics in a person $ 
own name, attributes to them an unjustifiable 
significance, when in most contexts they are as 
irrelevant as height, skincolour or number of 
children.

More importantly, the use of such distinctions 
in this way serves only to perpetuate our society's 
obsession with sexual discrimination in areas en
tirely unrelated to sexual physiology or practices; 
which is surely the antithesis of gay and women's 
lib.

So let's drop these pointless, insipid and un
impressive titles!

Ian Harris
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The Advertising CampaignThat Never Happened
GAY NEWS came to political blows last 
week with the political power which rules 
the mass-selling musical newspaper, 'Melody 
Maker’.

In a nutshell, Gay News went through the 
usual procedures to place a small advertise
ment in 'Melody Maker’, and 'Melody 
Maker’ said no.

The advertisement we wanted to place 
was one which was to tell our price, our 
usual content, and our sales outlets. A com
prehensive, compact, but totally inoffensive 
advertisement.

We chose ‘Melody Maker* as the right 
publication to carry our advertisement 
because of the comparatively large number 
of gay advertisements carried in the classified 
pages o f that newspaper in the past.

We bungled. Almost by return mail came 
the cold letter from Mr John Jones, the 
advertising manager o f ‘Melody Maker’, 
explaining that our advertisement was 
simply ‘unacceptable’.

f  M M * — t —r— t L— w«C4» 4AA
Ttlipho— 01 -3*3  SQM 
T M i S— cp«— »
T***9«»«*» C — *•» I — A 6C4

Our r*f: JAJ/LH 11th April, 197*

P*t»r Hundy, £*q., 
Gay haws Ltd.,
V»d Rodcliff# Street, 
London S.W.IO.

Doer Sir,
With reference to your letter and chenue dated 

10th Anril, ee regret we are unable to accept thia 
advertieenent and accordingly refund your cheque for 11.86.

Yours faithfully,

/
John L  Jo
A : v» p t-fg e a e n t H an ag er

When we rang Mr Jones to uncover their 
reasons for refusal, we were bluntly told that 
the words ‘gay’ and ‘homosexual’ were 
unacceptable in any advertising material in 
‘Melody Maker’.

It seems a change in policy has gripped 
the musical giant. Last Autumn ‘Melody 
Maker’ gladly ran our advertisement.

The advertisement we sought last week 
was almost a repeat o f our previously success
ful placement.

It was to have read: “Gay News, Europe's 
largest selling independent newspaper for 
homosexuals, 15p fortnightly. Containing 
news, features, interviews, fashion, reviews, 
entertainment and information. A vai/ab/e 
from all aware newsagents and bookshops. 
Subscription rates: 13 issues for £1.90,
26 for £3.75. AH copies posted in sealed 
plain envelope. Please send crossed cheques 
or postal orders to Gay News Subscriptions, 
34d Reddiffe Square, London SW10.
Tel: 01-373 0586. Sample copies 18p inc 
postage. Trade inquiries welcome. ”

Somewhere in that advertisement, the 
hackles of the scrutineers at ‘Melody Maker* 
stood on end to the extent where they were 
forced to exercise their power o f veto.

And in no way were they willing to 
reconsider their decision.

You be the judge. Here’s a sample o f the 
gay and pro-gay small ads carried in the 
past in ‘Melody Maker’:

Classified
Advertisements

PERSONAL
JOp per word

ATTRACTIVE GUY, 18, seeks 
sim ilar. Photo please, all rep lies 
answered. Box ERi.

LONELY GUY (23). seeks^sim l- 
lar for close relationship, photo 
apprecia ted. Reply guaranteed. 
Box H R

BLONDE BUBBLY freak craves 
friendly uninhibited guy. — ■■ 
6641.

LEATHER BOY, 24. seeks sim i
lar for friendship. Photo with 
letter please. — Box

HALE LONER, 19. Scotland, 
seek ing sam e anywhere. Box ■■

L
/

/

/ .. Its Just Not On- -

GOOD LOOKING boy, seeks 
similar. Hertford shire. Photo 
please. — Box

MAKE FRIENDS WORLDWIDE!
Goodlook ing guys from all con tin
ents seek correspondence/friend- 
ship with guys in Britain. 
Details and sam ple photos free, 
Hermes, Berlin 11, Box ■■■V 
Germany.

GUY seeks denim leathers, ex- 
Skinheads, gu y’s friendship — 
Box ■■

ATTRACTIVE MALE, 22, seeks 
sincere young g u y  ifor friendship. 
London. Photo ipilease. Box No

We’d like to think that ‘Melody Maker’, 
which comes under the ever-growing 
umbrella protectorate of the I PC combine 
was worried about losing sales to Gay News.

Maybe though, that’s unwarranted 
optimism. Although we’d dearly love a 
chunk of their often-publicised six-figure 
circulation.

But it docs lead to an all-important 
question. Just which magazines and news
papers here in 1973 are still bound by 
terrified tradition which still puts words like 
‘gay’ and ‘homosexual* in the ‘out of bounds’ 
category?

A frightening percentage. To that end, we 
spent half a day last week asking the various 
editorial and advertising decision-makers in 
and around Fleet Street whether they would 
accept the same advertisement from Gay 
News.

Sadly, the outcome was predictable. Of 
26 publications, nine gave a complete and 
flat refusal, 10 said they would probably 
reject the advertisement, but that as a 
courtesy they would look at the advertise
ment first; two possibles, and five acceptances.

Here’s the way the ring-around-Fleet- 
Street went:

Evening Standard
EVENING STANDARD: “Not at all’’ to 
both a display and a classified advertisement 
The Standard would not discuss it further.

Evening News
EVENING NEWS: “We’d probably refuse a 
display advertisement. It’s a family news
paper and people would object to their 
children reading those words. We would 
probably accept a classified one though, but 
we’d insist on seeing the copy first”
DISC: “No. We’ve had complaints when 
we’ve run such things before. It’s IPC policy.” 
LET IT ROCK: “Yes, sure.”

ROLLING STONE: “Yes, why not?”

THE  GUARDIAN
THE GUARDIAN: The Advertising Office 
put it like this: “I cannot give you a quick 
answer. You must send a copy of your 
advertisement to our advertising manager.”

THE SUN: “I’m afraid we will not accept 
either a classified or a display advertisement 
from you. The advertising manager and the 
editor would say no.”

t) ailb (Tclcarapb
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH: '‘No.’’

THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH: "The ad
vertising rhanager would have to see the 
advertisement before we make a decision.'*

-fia
THE SUNDAY TIMES

THE SUNDAY TIMES: “The editor would 
have to see any ads for sex magazines. The 
decision would have to be made higher up.”

Daily ae* mail
THE DAILY MAIL: “No.“
THE DAILY EXPRESS: “No, we wouldn't 
be able to help you.”

"Rib tf f

SPAKE RIB: “We have in the past, and we 
will again. Certainly.”
VOGUE: “Was that ‘gay’ and ‘homosexual’? 
The editor would not accept those words.’*Daily
Mirror

THE DAILY MIRROR: “No.”
THE TIMES: “Sir, we would have to see a 
copy of Gay News and the advertising copy 
before coming to an opinion.”

THE OBSERVER
THE OBSERVER: “We would have to see 
the ad first. A classified advertisement may 
not be out of line. We have accepted an ad 
from Lunch. It would be okay, I think, as 
long as the ad was simple.” _____

looooOooftlonaon* **> *4 Apr—) W ISp
TIME OUT: John Lloyd, the editor said “It’s 
perfectly alright with us except for gay ads 
which solicit sex.”
SPECTATOR: “It sounds alright, but 
before we made any decision we’d have to 
see a copy of the paper and the 
advertisement ”
NEW STATESMAN: “Our solicitor is at 
present looking into the matter to see if it is 
legal or not to carry such an advertisement.”

TV T im es
TV TIMES: Advertising manager Mr Trott 
laid down the policy: “It’s highly unlikely 
that we’d accept such an advertisement. We 
are a family magazine.”
NEW SOCIE1 Y: Steve Goldsmith, the editor, 
put it this way: “I see no reason why not, but 
I’d have to see a copy of Gay News as well as 
the advertisement copy first.”

Kensington News
-----------------------«mL POST

THE LONDON NEWSPAPER GROUP: It’s 
a collective of nine local publications in
cluding the Kensington Post, Chelsea Post, 
Paddington Mercury etc. Advertising Manager 
Roger Checchi was extremely friendly. Said 
Mr Checchi: “I see no reason why not, but 
I’d have to see a copy o f the advertisement 
first.”
PLAYBOY: Emphatically “No”. And, for 
the record, Playboy made it clear that they 
wouldn’t accept similar advertisements from 
United States gay publications either.

IT: ’‘You can have ‘homosexual* in head
lines if you want”

And that’s the story. The publications on 
our side were largely the publications with 
comparatively small circulations and broad 
minds.

The blunt refusals were generally 
predictable.

It still doesn’t ease the temporary heart
ache we suffered after the refusal by ‘Melody 
Maker’, but it did explain to a large degree 
that all-embracing dictatorial policy by IPC.

And it still doesn’t make the special prob
lems of telling the world about Gay News 
any easier
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I’m Australian. Let’s get that straight. Not 
the sort of fund over the heart and bow to the 
flag* Australian, but still very prone to having 
a love affair with the country itself.

And if what 1 read is right, being Austra
lian has been -  in the past — one of the 
luckiest things that could happen to a person 
Mainly because nothing ever happened to 
Australia. Nothing really good, yet nothing 
really bad.

No wars, no riots, not even a mild revo
lution. Even Australia’s great Vietnam 
moratorium rallies were held after careful 
talks with the various state’s police forces.

Which explains the kind of unnerving 
feeling that rippled through that great sun
tanned land when Australians suddenly dis
covered that their country was being talked 
about all around the world. That suddenly, 
something had happened to Australia. That 
a man called Edward Gough Whitlam had 
been elected the nation’s first Labor Prime 
Minister in 23 years of Liberal government. 
That the great machinery of change which 
had for nearly a quarter of a century had 
faded into near oblivion had started 
screaming back into life.

He’s quite a man, this Gough Whitlam.
With his ‘hot line’ to Australia’s capital of 
Canberra firmly in hand, he flew into London 
last week to sort things out with Queen 
Elizabeth and to iron out a bagful of issues 
with Britain.

When he landed at Heathrow airport, there 
were traces of those old massive global tours 
by the late President John Kennedy. Security 
men hung from balconies, strong-armers 
hovered in the crowds and newsmen almost 
trampled each other to get pictures.

Australia itself had an insatiable hunger 
for news of his flit to the other side of the 
world. The huge Channel Seven television 
network which has some 30 major and 
provincial stations around Australia, virtually 
followed every last sneeze of Mr Whitlam 
with an incalculably expensive satellite 
hookup which lasted for the entire tour.
Up-Anchor

The reason for his visit to England has 
never really been spelled out in monosyllables, 
but it has not been - despite what many 
media people have chosen to interpret - to 
cast off the final ropes which have held 
Australia to Britain since Queen Victoria 
added the ‘great new land* to her collection 
six months before she died.

But he did come to England to change a 
few things. With England’s bagging by the 
European Economic Community, Gough 
Whitlam says he sees Australia as a super 
power in Asia.

As soon as he landed, he assured news
men that he had a deep respect for England, 
and that would never die. He also knows 
that Australians treasure the traditional ties 
with ‘the mother land’, even in the face of 
changing relationships.

And right now, he could do with a little 
British help. He’s made it clear that he’s not 
at all happy about those French nuclear tests 
in the Pacific, and he’s asked Britain to put a 
bit of weight onto the decision-makers in 
Paris to stop them.
Drama

So for some time, England and Australia 
will continue to have a happy relationship, 
but it will be changed dramatically.

Because 56-year-old Gough Whitlam is a 
man of speedy change.

In his first three months of ‘rule’, he got 
in there and sent Australia spinning.
* He ended conscription.
* He withdrew every last Australian service

man from Vietnam.
* He has freed from jail all Vietnam draft 

dodgers.
* He sent a stiff note to the United States 

abusing it for continued bombing of North 
Vietnam.

* He sent his foreign minister to England in 
February to ‘cut the last formal tie* with 
Britain.

* He’s ended the ‘ten pound Pom’ era by 
literally slicing the old immigration 
system. Britons are now aliens, and those 
who want to stay must swear allegiance 
to Australia and not to the Queen, and 
the only Britons who’ll get entry tickets 
are the ones whose skills will help 
Australia.

* There is no longer a White Australia 
policy.

* He has warned Paris that unless the 
Pacific tests stop, then France will have to 
deal with Australia.

* He has banned all South African sporting 
teams from ever passing through Australia.

Gough Whitlam-
lkiming Australia Upside-Down

ED: This week s decision by Gay News to take an analytical look at Australian 
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam may seem a radical departure from Gay News 
policy. In fact, it is just that. The very reason for Gay News must surely be not 
to isolate news and comment which is purely gay ... It must recognise news 
which is worthy o f  publication, be it gay or non-gay. And with the hope that 
non-gay readers will join gay readers in a kind o f  integrated understanding, we 
will continue to print news because o f  its news value. Because o f  security, 
geographical problems and deadlines, GN was unable to speak with Mr Whitlam, 
so our feature is written by Tim Skinner, who has.closely followed the progress 
o f  the Australian Prime Minister since he knew him as leader o f  the then 
opposition party. GN plans to feature specials on other state, EEC, religious 
and public figures whenever necessary.

He’s ended vital exports of wheat to 
Rhodesia.
He’s told his ministers to prepare a 
reformed Divorce Bill.
He has proposed the total abolition of 
Capital punishment.
He has put a clamp on the exports of 
minerals.
University education is to become free 
He has ordered the establishment of a 
national cut-price drug industry.
He is setting up a National Health system 
and free Day Care centres.
Women will get equal pay.
He has almost torn away all censorship. 
Portnoy’s Complaint can even be read 
legally.
He has declared the dying kangaroo a 
protected animal, and anybody found 
killing them will be dealt with severely. 
He has outlawed the kangaroo skin and 
meat industry.
His Government has taken over a huge 
property and given it back to the 
Australian aboriginals, and for the first 
time, aboriginal language and culture will 
be taught in schools.
Pensions have been raised.
He has ordered the withdrawal of all

combat forces from Singapore and 
Malaysia by the end of this year. 
Eighteen-year-olds have been given full 
voting rights.
Annual leave for public servants has beei 
increased from three to four weeks.
A national superannuation scheme is to 
be established.
The national minimum wage has been 
increased.
He has offered to take over the seven 
Australian State railways.
He has opened talks with and given full 
recognition to Red China.
He has closed down the Australian 
Embassy in Taiwan.
He has closed down the Rhodesian Centre 
in Sydney.
He has removed all sales tax on contra
ceptives .
He removed excise duty on wine.
He has given his blessing to legalised 
abortion in South Australia, where the 
driving age is 16, and where state Premier 
Don Dunstan QC opens Parliament in 
pink hot pants, and wears white snake- 
skin suits to ‘King of Pop* crowning 
ceremonies.
Mr Whitlam has even abandoned* the 
Commonwealth fleet of Rolls Royce and

Daimler cars for locally built Holdens
and Fords.
And that’s only part of the list o f changes. 

In all, Gough Whitlam and his men have 
introduced no less than 160 new Bills.

What’s he like? The man who has taken 
Australia by the tail and turned it upside 
down, giving it a good shake at the same time

I’ve interviewed him several times in the 
eastern states in Australia, but it was 
different then. He was Leader of the 
Opposition, doing everything in the Whitlam 
rule book to win support. In those days he 
gave television interviews almost whenever 
they were called for by TV news directors. 
Now he's Prime Minister, the only TV 
appearances he makes are those he asks for, 
along with a once-a-week nationally televised 
Prime Minister’s News Conference.

But he has always been very precise, 
saying just what he wanted to say. Some
times, said several newspapers, to his 
temporary detriment.
Temper

He’s thrown a glass of water over the head 
of Governor-General Sir Paul Hasluck, he's 
called former Prime Minister Billy McMahon 
a ‘queen*, and Chief Justice Sir Garfield 
Barwick a ‘bastard’. He called another former 
politician something which Hansard corrected 
slightly and printed as ‘runt’.

As a national leader, he’s carefully 
looking to imagery. He has a full time TV 
producer, young women select his ties, he’s 
thrown away the hair-oil, and he wears 
trousers with big flares and turnups. He’s 
6'4", which means he could have looked 
General de Gaulle or LBJ in the eye with 
ease, he’s handsome and physically ultra fit.

If ever a nation’s leader looked like 
winning a gay following, it must surely be 
Gough Whitlam.

Not because of anything about the man 
himself. He is every bit a non-gay. But his 
platform, his radical ideas and his close 
affinity with the university generation in all 
Australian states has brought him closer than 
any Australian Prime Minister has ever been 
to the gay voice.

Gay action groups in Victoria and New 
South Wales have already recognised this, 
and to that end, they’ve officially appealed 
to him for recognition, or at the very least, 
a hearing.

As yet, there’s been no reaction from the 
Whitlam camp.

In a way, Gough Whitlam’s background 
isn’t the sort of breeding ground for Labor 
Prime Ministers. His father was a Common
wealth Crown Solicitor and was a member 
of the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission.

Mr Whitlam went to school in private 
institutions before being admitted to the 
Bar. His wife Margaret is the daughter of a 
judge, and they have four children. One is a 
professional diplomat and another is in a 
merchant bank. A very middle-class circle, 
which didn’t help at all in his rise to power 
in the strictly-working-class Labor party.

In London last week, Mr Whitlam didn’t 
have a lot to say in public. He confined most 
of it to people like Prime Minister Edward 
Heath, Foreign Minister Sir Alec Douglas 
Home, and the Royals at Windsor Castle.

I wonder what he called the Queen. It’s a 
safe bet he invited her to drop in for a 
barbecue down on the Whitlam farm in 
Canberra.

And it’s no great surprise that he didn’t 
stay around to see a movie in the West End.
He had to get back to Australia to judge a 
competition to find a new Australian National
Anthem- Tim Skinner

BUSINESS EXECUTIVE (30)

Varied Portfolio o f Property in London 
and home counties.

Country Estate Kent. London Flat. 
Requires a Valet/Companion. Driving 
licence an advantage, but not essential.,

Salary by negotiation + car.

This is an interesting & rewarding position 
for an honest and reliable young man.

For interview Telephone 
M.I.C. PLATT.
Borough Green 2523 Evenings 
or 828-6661 during the day.
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US Gay Centre Burns

BUFFALO, N Y: Fire has completely destroyed the newly-opened Gay Services Centre in 
Buffalo.

The big building housed the Mattachine Society of the Niagra Frontier, and was a com
plete gay centre, including a library, meeting rooms, recreation space, television rooms, a 
theatre and a restaurant.

The fire started in the library o f the three-storey building, and within minutes, most o f 
the top floor was alight. Firemen evacuated people from the building as the walls started to 
cave in.

At First police suspected arson, but they’ve now put the cause down to faulty electrical 
wiring. The official damage estimate stands at 20,000 US dollars (£8,000).

Offers o f help have already started to pour in. The group is now looking for urgent 
alternative accommodation.

Tell-Tale,
Minister Slated

Any minister who breeches the trust of a member of his congregation by telling the 
member’s employer that he’s homosexual is guilty of ’pastoral incompetence’, according to 
Tony Cross a Unitarian Minister at Catford, who addressed a recent Campaign for Homo
sexual Equality Teach-in in London.

Tony was one of the eight speakers at the 
day meeting at the Friend Centre which 
attracted a crowd of about 70.

The morning session was fired off nicely 
by Rose Robertson of Parents’ Enquiry.
She told, like only she can, about her work 
with parents who needed special counselling 
when they discover’ that they’re the parents 
of a gay son or daughter.

Michael Launder and Doreen Cordell also 
spoke. Ms Cordell called for the removal o f 
all punitive laws bearing on sexual expression. 
She said the law was out o f bounds tres
passing in this field.

Ike Cowan spoke on the legal aspects o f 
being gay, and said that law reform had a 
long way to go before there was real equity 
between all men, regardless o f their sexual 
orientation.

Trevor Locke was next, and he ex
pressed concern about the legality of CHE 
groups with members under 21. Ike came 
back to reassure him that members aged 
between 18 and 21 had no cause for worry, 
but members under 18 were a worry.

Dr Theo Schlicht spoke on the Medical 
Aspects, and kept stressing that homo
sexuality wasn’t a medical problem. He 
refused to get bogged down in a conversation 
on hormonal aspects, but he did bring up a 
pathological theory into one aspect of 
homosexuality by mentioning some studies 
done on identical twins.

He said that these twins, separated at 
birth, showed a concordance in adult life 
o f sexual orientation. This simply meant 
that if one twin was homosexual, so was the 
other ... at least, in most cases.

Unitarian Minister Tony Cross told the 
meeting two real-life stories. He told the 
story of a minister who married (or blessed 
the union) o f two homosexuals in London 
in a simple service in the church’s manse, 
instead of the Church proper. He said the 
Church was still to be used by gay people, 
and that it will be a couple of stout-hearted 
men and an even stouter minister to have 
the ceremony performed out in the open.

He also said that even though the Bible 
,made for some almost impossible ideals, it 
IS possible to achieve them. Someone asked 
Tony whether Jesus was a homosexual, and 
Tony said that if Jesus was gay, he wouldn’t 
have known himself, because as a Jew, the 
culture forbids expression o f homosexual 
activity.

The final speaker was Tony Ryde, who 
spoke on Law Reform, but before he 
launched into anything, he called for a vote 
to determine whether the audience wanted 
to hear about Women’s Lib and Gay Women 
instead. The vote broke 50/50, and Tony 
went ahead with his prepared talk. He 
explained the current position of CHE on 
progress with law reform.

Ian Dunn

Gays Set
For Better Deal In USA
NEW YORK, MONDAY: Sweeping changes to 
bulldoze old legislation, clearing the way fof a

The Chairman of the New York Gay 
Activist Alliance, Bruce Voeller, told Gay 
News by phone this week that amendments 
to the State’s Administration Code would 
hopefully include a special clause which 
covered total elimination o f discrimination 
against homosexuality.

The GAA has prepared a draft to be sub
mitted for inclusion in the amendments. It 
states that along with all anti-discrimination 
laws which make it an offence to discrimi
nate on the grounds of skin colour, religion 
etc, it will probably become an offence to 
discriminate on the grounds of sex 
orientation.

The GAA called a news conference at its 
New York headquarters on Wednesday, and 
among the people who have promised to 
attend are Congressman Eleanor Norton 
and several Senators.

The Alliance will outline at the conference 
the need for state recognition of homosexual 
equality in every imaginable form. The 
inclusion of an anti-discriminatory clause in 
New York’s Administration Code will make 
it mandatory for gay people to be treated

some state laws in New York seem certain to 
‘revolutionary’ deal for gays.

equally in the fields o f employment, housing 
and public accommodation. It will make it 
an offence to discriminate against them.
Sodomy Laws to Change

The GAA also seems sure of getting a 
satisfactory response to its appeal for the 
repeal of the New York laws which make 
sodomy between two males an offence.

The push from the Alliance has already 
been accepted in principal, and it feels that 
the State’s attitude is moulded almost to 
the ‘rubber stamping’ stage.

The specific law on sodomy has already 
been repealed in eight states, and this fact 
will be a heavy piece of evidence in any 
plea by the Alliance.

It also wants the State’s nomenclature 
committee to re-classify the term ‘mentally 
defective’ which many law courts often pin 
on people in cases involving homosexual 
people.

It feels that the term ‘mentally defective’ 
is totally wrong, and it has told the com
mittee that its social stigma is grossly unfair.

Bisexuality OK 
For Under 30s

WHEN Albany Trust managing Trustee 
Antony Grey addressed Integroup Golders 
Green last week, he whipped up the air when 
he said the general ignorance in the com
munity about the true facts of homosexuality 
was astounding.

He said that these barriers o f ignorance 
just had to be broken down, and that Inte
group was a vital part of the effort to do 
just that.

Mr Grey said that he’d rather not see 2 
or 12, but 12 hundred such groups through
out the country.

He said that not enough was done by 
organisations to break down the isolation 
and alienation that existed between society 
and members o f minority groups, which 
included nearly all homosexuals, and certainly 
bisexuals.

He said that nowhere near enough was 
done in schools to include homosexual or 
bisexual understanding in normal sex lessons. 
He quoted an American professor by saying 
that bisexuality was the ‘natural behaviour 
of the uninhibited’. He said it was largely 
accepted these days by most people under 
30.

Antony Grey is also the National Chair
man of the National Federation of Homophile 
Organisations. He said that Integroup and 
Gay News were the two most encouraging 
events on the gay scene.

He said that the exclusively-gay groups 
should be regarded as halfway houses 
towards complete integration ... which he 
defined as total acceptance by society o f its 
members as people, regardless o f their sexual 
preferences.

He said that considering Integroup’s 
express purpose was to bring together gay 
and straight men and women in a relaxed 
and open environment, and to keep an even 
balance, the group’s existence was an 
excellent start towards real integration.

Inltouble
Again

It seems that Gay News Distribution and 
Advertising Manager Peter Mundy will go to 
any lengths to finally win a story in our 
pages.

And he did it this week in great style -  
selling Gay News at the Pig and Whistle in 
Little Chester Street, Belgravia.

Peter was doing his routine distribution 
marathon on the premises. In the doorway 
he stood when the police car arrived. Peter 
continued to sell the paper as the car parked 
for ten minutes, watching him closely.

Then two lawmen -  one in uniform and 
one C1D man confronted him, took a copy 
of the paper (one of our best issues, so they 
will, hopefully, subscribe), and took his name 
address and all the usual particulars.

They left Peter vigorously selling Gay 
News, with the warning that they had their 
thoughts set on prosecution.

Church Clash 
On Gay Claims
LONDON: The very foundations of the 
Church of England are rumbling.

Since Dr Donald Coggan, the Archbishop 
of York’s statement last week that the church 
had many homosexual clergymen in its ranks, 
the reactions have come thick, fast and with 
wary caution.

It shocked the Bishop of Edmundsbury, 
the Rt Rev Leslie Brown. He’s worried about 
the effect the statement will have on the 
image of the church.

Dr Brown said that there was no indica
tion that the Church attracted more men o f 
homosexual inclinations than any other 
profession. But he also said that gayness in 
his ranks would not mean the need to relieve 
any such man of his post. He said he’d keep 
an eye on him and help him overcome his 
‘difficulty’.

Birmingham’s Bishop, the Rt Rev Laurence 
Brown, said he hadn’t encountered many 
‘sexually perverted’ clergymen during his 
years in the ministry.

But Dr Coggan won’t repent. He still 
insists that he hasn’t made it sound exagge
rated. He says that people don’t know just 
how high is the percentage of men and 
women who are homosexually inclined.

When he was asked whether he had 
come across any individual cases, he said 
that he came across people with pneumonia 
and people with broken noses, and it stood 
to reason that he’d also come across 
homosexuals.

SPRING GAY CRUISE
along the River Thames.

Tricky Dicky Disco 
FRIDAY 11th MAY

leaving 8.30pm Westminster Pier 
returning 12 midnight.

Large boat. Covered A Heated. 
Licensed Bar. Tickets £1.20 

from R. Scanes. Cheque/PO with SAE
203 Clayhall Ave. Ilford. Essex.

Bobby*
PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE

BED A BREAKFAST served until noon

50 Egremont Place -  Brighton 
Tel: Brighton 683961 

♦ *
Easv Reach of Station 

Close to Seafront. Bars and Clubs 
Personal Attention Friendly Atmosphere 

Advance Bookings Central Heating
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■ Now ... Victory at Haringey
HARINGEY: Flag waving time for CHE 
at Haringey. The tables have turned in their 
battle to get into a local primary school for a 
night-time meeting. A lot of stiff opposition, 
headed by a very starchy Ms Berkeley-Smith 
(Education Committee Chairman) thwarted 
CHE’s efforts to get into the school ‘in 
case something unpleasant was left under 
the desk for the students to see.’

CHE didn’t take no for their answer, and 
a strategic tussle between CHE and a few 
councillors ensued. But the reaction from 
the male members of the council was 
totally unexpected. The welcome was warm, 
and they brought the matter up again at a 
full meeting of the Haringey council. CHE 
won praise and the question of homosexuality 
was treated with total open-mindedness.

Now Haringey CHE says it’s chewing 
over the idea of asking the Education Com
mittee to bring its methods of sex education 
up to date.

■ And Now She Explains
MORECAMBE: A little late, but so was the 
explanation. Not that the Morecambe CHE 
conference is well and truly history, it 
appears quite a few local council members 
were invited to attend the opening, or at 
least one of the meetings. One of the 
invitations was sent to Ms Elaine Kellett- 
Bowman, the local member of Parliament.

She didn’t attend, but only a few days 
ago, we learned the official reason. “Ms 
Kellett-Bowman does not accept engage
ments on a Sunday.*’

Naturally.
■ Police Crackdown in Dagenham
LONDON: There’s a big police crackdown on 
what’s been described as a highly organised 
‘boy sex racket’ around Dagenham.

Police have been told that boys - some 
as young as 15 - operate a rota system 
around some public toilets to sell their 
services for ‘a few shillings’.

One police officer says the boys are 
apparently unaware of their moral and legal 
danger. They say that in some of the cases 
reported from Dagenham, some o f the boys 
are almost involved full time in the racket.
The police have also warned people paying 
the boys. They say they’re leaving themselves 
wide open to blackmail or robbery and 
prosecution.

■ Men For Rent
HAMBURG: The First male brothel in 
Europe should have opened this week -  but 
didn’t. Conservative in that the gentlemen 
were selling their favours to ladies only 
(£10 short-time, £40 the night), plans were 
sabotaged when the authorities refused 
planning permission.

The Mietmanner (men for rent) answered 
a three-page questionnaire regarding vital 
statistics, how many times a day, and for 
how long. The enterprising owner believes 
he’ll have his planning permission fairly 
soon, but at those prices, English lady 
tourists had better stick to their vibrators.

■ Gay Church Boom
LOS ANGELES: The first gay Synagogue has 
been established in the United States, and it 
has announced its intentions of applying for 
membership in the National Council of 
Churches.

Gay churches began their rise to what’s 
become a boom in the US only four years 
ago, Today, there are 43 congregations in 
19 states and London, and a total of well 
over 15,000 members.

Well known Rev Troy Perry, the founda
tion pastor, is sure now that the church’s 
application for membership in the inter
denominational national council will be sent, 
but he’s not so sure about its reception. He 
seems to think it may be held off for a while 
purely on the grounds of sexuality. He says 
the body may decide to shelve its decision 
pending a ‘five year study*.

Mr Perry says that he has performed 250 
gay marriages, or as he puts it, ‘services of 
holy union’ since the church was founded.

■ Police Crackdown in ’Boy Ring’
NEW YORK: A special ‘Chicken Squad’ has 
been formed by New York police to deal 
with an organisation which deals in boy 
prostitutes. The boys are aged between 11 
and 18. They have been recruited out of 
town and told to hang around bus and rail 
stations and bars used by gays. A reliable 
report says that if the boys do not bring 
back £40 (100 US dollars) a night, their so- 
called protectors sometimes beat them up. 
Police have so far made 64 arrests.

■ Cliff Skips Away
LONDON: England has lost Cliff Richard for 
a while. Right on the heels of all that pub
licity he won for scoring third place in the 
Eurovision Song Contest, Cliff found a 
barrage of cameramen at Heathrow airport 
last week when he flew to Australia.

He flew down to the sun for a nation
wide Gospel tour, which will take him to 
every Australian state as well as both islands 
of New Zealand.

Heavily disguised as Cliff Richard, he 
rushed through the army of fans waiting to 
welcome home Elton John and slipped 
aboard his Qantas jet almost unnoticed.

G iff is due back next week to start work 
on a new movie.

■ Hello Love — Thud
SHEFFIELD: A Doncaster man was given a 
suspended six-month prison sentence last 
week for robbing and bashing a man who 
called him ‘love’.

Alan Jones, 20, of Balby, pleaded guilty 
to robbing Kenneth Davies of 90p, and also 
to assaulting him. He was also ordered to 
pay £30 compensation to Davies, a fine of 
£40, and also to repay the 90p.

Jones had accused Davies of being a 
‘queer’ and had struck him several times 
because he was annoyed by Davies calling 
him ‘love’.

■ Blackmail Claim in Old Bailey
LONDON: An 18-year-old boy described in 
the Old Bailey as a male prostitute has caused 
a former Naval Commander to have a nervous 
breakdown.

The court was told that Michael Kilbane 
of Paddington had threatened the un-named 
ex-commander that he’d disclose their illicit 
relationships to the police unless he gave him 
£200. Previously, the former commander had 
given Kilbane £250 for a holiday, and £200 
when he claimed falsely that his mother was 
ill.

The court was told that Kilbane made a 
living by charging for his services. He met 
the man in the Haymarket. After two 
meetings, the money for the holiday changed 
hands, and later the cheque for Kilbane’s 
‘sick’ mother was given to the youth.

The ‘blackmail’ cheque for £200 was paid, 
but the court was told that the former 
commander finally had a breakdown and 
told the whole story to his wife and to the 
police.

■ What a Gay Day ... For the Papers
BOSTON: A Methodist minister performed 
a wedding ceremony for two gays last week 
in Boston’s Old West Church. And the news
papers had a ball. “A Gay Game’’ one of 
them called it. “A Bit of a Gay Joke’*, said 
another. But the minister ignored the 
objections of the church superiors and the 
critics and went ahead with the ceremony.

Twenty-four-year-old Robert Jones and 
Harry Freeman, 25, said they met while 
studying in the ministry. They said they 
wanted to reaffirm their commitments to 
each other in a public ceremony. “It’s 
important,’* they said, “to do that in a 
church, because God is part of our lives.’*

■ Male Chauvinist Prostitutes
NEW ZEALAND: Three Auckland men 
sentenced to one month’s imprisonment for 
prostitution were recently freed by the New 
Zealand Supreme Court. Justice Woodhouse 
noted “the words ‘common prostitute’ have 
always been understood as applying to 
women*’, and doubted if a man could be a 
“common prostitute’’ under existing law.

■ More Gays than Badgers
LONDON: For readers unable to obtain the 
indispensible London Evening Standard, we 
print the following item recently printed in 
their Londoner’s Diary:

‘Lord Arran, veteral campaigner for 
Homosexual Law Reform, has just got his 
bill to protect Badgers through its Com
mittee stage in the Lords. But his elation is 
tempered with sadness. As he remarked to a 
colleague: “There weren’Uso many supporting 
my Badger’s Bill as my b-s* Bill,” to which 
the other noble Lord replied: “No, but then, 
there aren’t any badgers in the House of 
Lords, are there!’’ ’
*NOTE: The word the Standard was too coy 
to print was BUGGERS.
■ Police Help? Oh Well
NEWCASTLE: The big shoulder-rubbing 
night with the curious lawmen of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne has finally happened, and what an 
anti-climax.

Reports have been running thick and 
fast about increasing police activity in 
Newcastle, and as a result, two policemen 
asked to local branch of the GLF whether 
they could attend their next meeting. The 
GLF readily agreed, hoping for a break
through in gay/police relations. Detective 
Inspector McFadd and his ‘friend’ came to 
the meeting, but launched an appeal for 
help in their probe into a murder case which 
happened in Newcastle about three years 
ago. Police apparently think that the killer 
of a 12-year-old boy may have been gay, and 
to that end, they’ve asked that anyone who 
may be able to help should contact Det 
McFadd at Newcastle Police HQ.

Naturally, the GLF members tossed in 
their share of questions, including a few 
aimed at finding out more about the stepped 
up police activity. Mr McFadd didn’t agree 
that there was any increased police activity 
and said that action was only taking place 
after receiving public complaints. He did, 
however, make it clear that there was a new 
vice squad in Newcastle, which explains a 
lot.

■ Gay Suicide Deaths High .. . Priest
BOSTON: “Suicide,** says Father Paul 
Shanley, the full-time archdiocesan minister 
to youth in Boston, “is now the Number 
One killer o f young gay people.**

In an interview in the National Catholic 
Reporter, Fr Shanley said that back in the 
days when pot was the issue, kids came to 
the cities because they couldn’t find any
body at home who understood about drugs.

“Now,*’ he says, “there are drug hotlines 
and counselling in the suburbs, but kids 
about 15 years old are leaving home to come 
to Boston’s gay scene. And it’s the same 
reason. They don’t have anybody at home 
to help them sort out their sexual confusion!*

“Now,’’ he continued, “we have kids 
being given shock treatment for having an 
interest in people of the same sex. To me, 
that’s like giving shock treatments to 
people who’ve become afflicted with the 
disease of adolescence.’’

■ Amazing Fact Department
LONDON: From the gee-whiz file. John and 
David, whoever they may be, have just made 
a stunning report to the Southampton 
Humanist Society. They’ve just done a quick 
head count, and according to them, there 
are four million homosexuals in the United 
Kingdom. And that stunning statement, 
complete with headline, made it onto the 
front page of the Southern Evening Echo in 
Southampton.

If you are having difficulty in obtaining Gay 
News from your local newsagent (or bookshop), 
please cut this out and give it to your local shop.
Dear Newsagent,

You may have been asked for Gay News on a 
number of occasions, but have been unable to 
find out where to order it from. At present it is 
not available from any of the major distributors 
and is supplied to you directly by us.

Gay News comes out regularly every fortnight 
and copies are either delivered or sent by post to 
you on a sale or return basis. The retail price is 
15p andjhc usual discounts are given.

Gay News consists of twenty pages of news, 
features, interviews, reviews and information and in 
less than a year has built up a large circulation.
Our publication is quite unlike any other news- 
paper available and features many items you will 
not be able to read about elsewhere. You will 
find that our readership is extremely loyal and 
will continually support your establishment if they 
can regularly obtain copies from you.

If you wish to order the paper or require 
further information, please contact Peter Mundy, 
at Gay News, 34d Redcliffe Square, London SW10. 
Telephone: 01-373 0586.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. We 
look forward to hearing from you.

joint Editors of Gay News

■ Laurence Bell Dies
LONDON: Laurence Gardner Bell, better 
known as ‘Bell the Bounder’ was found dead 
in his London house last week. Police who 
found him also recovered a quantity of 
drugs. Bell was 36.

Bell was accused during the 1960s of 
being a ‘scandalmongering homosexual*. He 
was involved in the Profumo affair, and 
figured boldly in a criminal case which 
involved a guardsman on vice charges.
■ Borstal Again for ‘Gay Roller’
LONDON: Sixteen-year-old Stephen Bryan 
of New Cross is paying dearly for what he 
described as ‘rolling a queer*.

Prosecuting Counsel at the Old Bailey 
said that after getting into conversation with 
a 24-year-old man outside a public toilet 
block, Bryan was invited back to the man’s 
house for coffee.

Once inside the house, the court was 
told, the man was bundled into the front 
room where he was punched and kicked 
until he was unconscious. He was then 
robbed of most of his cash and property.

A judge found Bryan guilty of robbing 
the man of £75 in cash and property, and he 
was sent back to Borstal.
■ 101 Ways With KY
USA: Sha Na Na, the American group whose 
stage act recreates the rock and roll scene of 
the 50s, and dress to match, have revealed 
the secret of their wet-look, ducktail hair
styles -  it’s all done by KY!
■ Values .. . Slightly Bent
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Figure this one out. 
Under a New Hampshire anti-abortion law, a 
doctor can be found guilty of a felony if a 
woman dies during the abortion o f a ‘live’ 
fetus. BUT, if the woman dies during the 
action of an ‘unformed fetus’, he’s only 
guilty of a misdemeanour. That’s one for the 
angry young lady department.
■ Bottoms Up ... But Only For Girls
LONDON: It’s all a question of relativity.
It’s OK to look at the bare buttocks of a 
woman, but not the same fleshy part of a 
man. At least, it would seem that way after 
an incident in The Sun and in Titbits maga
zine last week.

It began when The Sun refused to carry 
an advertisement for Titbits because it 
carried a picture of a group of male buttocks. 
According to The Sun, it was of ‘questionable 
taste*.

A few days later, the: Sun came out with 
an array of pictures of the same part of a 
group of young ladies. No questions asked.

Sun Editor Bernard Shrimsley explained 
it all this way: “If you will compare the 
material that was submitted to us for ad
vertising, and the material that we have 
run editorially, you will see that there is a 
distinct difference between the two.

That’s quite true. The bottoms in Titbits 
were male and the bottoms in The Sun were 
female. Which, when you think about it, is 
quite a reason.

WE ARE IN THE HOLIDAY TRADE

Book,
A room with a view and you in Terrano.
A famous cosmopolitan and Gay suburb of 
Palma at the Hotel Rosamar, which is in the 
centre of all the action.

But,
If you like sea food,
Stay at the Club Nautico, surrounded by 
yachts and pleasure craft, it will give you the 
impression that you are on a little island.
Hotel guests become members of the Club 
Nautico (Yacht Club) and are invited to attend 
all the Social Events.

For these and other Gay spots, apply to 
ALL ABOUT TRAVEL,
25a Merton High Street,
London SW19.

Give It To Your Newsagent
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The Stardust Trail
Back from the world, pausing only for a few days to shake the dust from his make-up 

and to smooth out his skin-tight epidermis, Starman David Bowie prepares for his marathon 
assault on the senses and sensibilities of Britain. For six weeks this King of Queens will be 
disturbing the peace from Aberdeen to Torquay with his own ferocious brand of violent 
eroticism, leaving a trail of shattered fans of all sexes in his wake. Over 150,000 idolaters 
will have witnessed the royal progress by the time it finishes in mid-June.

We shall be there with the best of them, strewing pampas grass and feather boas in his 
path as he makes his triumphal entry into Earls Court on Palm Saturday (May 12th), the 
opening night. 17,000 of us. All expecting the unexpected.

Ticket sales won’t have been hurt much by the great question mark hanging over the 
whole display -  is this his last tour or not? The rumour that he is leaving the rock stage to 
make films is strong enough to send the most complacent scurrying to the box offices.

If he does choose films, a hot tip for his first one is a version of the book ‘Stranger In A 
Strange Land’. This wierd arch-fascist farrago, which first caught the lime-light as Charlie 
Manson’s Bible, sounds tailor made for the ‘Mean Man’ mask which Bowie has revelled in 
wearing. From the deceptively sweet Hunky Dory through Ziggy to Aladdin, the image has 
been getting harder and more explicitly violent. Should be a film to see if it happens.

Maybe he is right to quit when he is ahead, but this tour should show that the demand 
for his demonic stage act is still alive. The whole Ziggy creation came as a shock to the 
system when it was most badly needed. Here is a chance for his disciples to show that his 
flaunted sexuality, stylised arrogance and vicious camp are still badly needed on a rock scene 
that is all too often limp and placid. Mjchae, Mason

CHE 
Grand May Ball

FRIDAY 11th MAY 1973 
FULHAM TOWN HALL

8pm — Midnight

LIVE MUSIC 
TICKETS £1.00

Easter Bonnet Shindig
For the most beautiful creation ever to waft into the Green Room at the Wheatsheaf, 

Steve Couling of Kensington took the honours for the best Easter Bonnet in the business. 
The Easter Bonnet contest attracted about 40 entrants and about 450 people to ihe hotel on 
Sunday. Lee Stevens and Mr Honey did the judging, and for his brilliant success, Steve took 
off a set o f bathroom scales. In our pictorial record of the screaming success, that’s Steve 
with judge Lee Stevens and George and Jeanette MacFarlane, who run a nice tight pub.

A Cassidy Clanger? Mavbe Not
It seems not all the world agrees with GN 20 which probed the great David Cassidy aura. 

Surely, some said, wc nad to be joking.
But thanks to the people who took the trouble to write in about it all.
Fact is, though, it’s not over. Along with the mail about our David Cassidy story came a 

photograph of Bopalong David with his best friend, Sam Hyman, who’s always apparently 
just a few feet away when the cameras are around.

It’s one of those pictures you dare not even give a caption.

All gay women 
should read 
SAPPHO (30p inc post) 
regular monthly 
magazine
BCM Petrel London WC1

NUDE BOYS AND MEN
Lux Publications have a Great New 
Enlarged Fully Illustrated Catalogue 
of Gorgeous Gay Goodies in the form 
of Films and Magazines. Send cheque 
for 50p (or five lOp National Savings 
Stamps) and you'll get your copy with a 
Free magazine coupon in 2 or 3 weeks.

G.Lux, Postbus 10269, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. ___  _______
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I GAYNESS
Reminders 
And Jottings

It wis with some trepidation that we raised GN’s price to 15p. But as your continued support has 
shown, our fears were unfounded. In fact we are pleased to report that sales have generally increased with 
the last two issues and the future looks good for obtaining financial stability.
In The Future

We fully realise though that GN must main
tain, if not improve, its present standard and fully 
utilise the twenry pages we now have at our 
disposal. There are many areas of gay life and 
thinking still to be explored and written about in 
the paper. In time we hope to feature these as yet 
unfeatured aspects of gayness and ask you to be 
patient until we have the resources and space to 
adequately cover and report such items as sexual 
role-playing, shoddy exploitation of gays, the 
changing status of homosexuals in British society -  
if any, police harassment, myth or reality, the 
apparent division between gay men and women.

Insoluble Problem
As we pointed out in the last issue, GN21 was 

slightly smaller than usual. Half-an-inch smaller. 
This was because of the unavailability of the type 
of offset litho paper we have always used. Un
fortunately, our printer has still been unable to 
obtain this paper and subsequently this edition is 
also 16Yi inches, instead of the usual 17. We have 
been assured though that this problem will be 
rectified in time for GN23.

Bigger is Better
Whilst not seeking pats on the back for our 

ideologies and convictions, we think it may be of 
interest to you to know that we h ^e recently 
refused a series of six half-page advertisements.
The revenue they would have brought in would 
certainly have been useful. The ads were from one 
of the ‘pioneers’ of sex aid products in Britain 
and were for a contraption that allegedly increases 
the proportions of a male sexual organ.

If one refers to the folk history of the Middle 
Ages, it appears that Alchemists and much of the 
populace were supposed to have been involved in 
searching for the secret that transmuted base 
metal into gold. Nowadays it seems that we have 
swapped one hang-up for another, as many 
twentieth century males fruitlessly but frantically 
look for ways of enlarging their penises. Astute 
business organisations are only too well aware 
of sexual myths and human weaknesses, and need 
no encouragement to exploit those males worried 
or anxious about their 'dimensions’.

The heading chosen by the sex aids company 
for their ads was 'Bigger Is Better’ and that was 
for us too much of a blatantly deliberate and 
calculated capitalisation on one of the myths that 
surrounds male homosexuals. After much dis
cussion and argument, the near unanimous editorial 
decision was to reject the ads, although we may 
possibly accept an advertisement where such a 
product was in context with the many other items 
included in that company’s catalogue. But we 
considered that an extremely noticeable and very 
clearly worded ad for solely a penis enlarger was 
to unfairly hit many of our readers ‘below the 
psychological belt’. And to the best of our 
collective knowledge, no device or method has 
ever proved significantly effective in this area of 
human anxiety.

We welcome your opinions and comments 
arising from this matter.

Sylvia Still Available
In GN20 we featured an exclusive and in- 

depth interview with Sylvia Miles, highly acclaimed 
star of Andy Warhol’s film ‘Heat’. Apparently it 
was quite a success, judging from your response 
and the number of enquiries concerning the 
availability of that issue. We still have some copies 
left, which you can obtain from us for 18p 
(including postage and packing). If you’d prefer, 
copies may be bought directly from the office.

Not Quite Goodbye
One of the original members of the GN 

collective, David Seligman, is leaving the paper for 
a while. At the end of April he is going on a 
month’s visit to Canada and will be based in 
Waterloo, Ontario. Whilst over there, David will 
be investigating the Canadian gay scene and will 
be in contact with Toronto’s 'The Body Politic’, 
one of the finest homophile journals published in 
that part of the world. He will be writing of his 
observations and experiences and they will appear 
in GN.

When David returns to London, he will no 
longer be a full-time member of the editorial staff 
but his association with the paper will not be 
completely at an end. Like all those who were in 
on the start of GN, the newspaper ‘bug’ has bitten 
him hard, and he will act as a free-lance contributor 
and film critic.

As regular readers will know, David has been 
responsible for many fine articles and has been our 
resident movie critic. His writings have often caused 
a considerable feedback, and at times a certain 
amount of controversy. We feel sure that you will 
join us in wishing David well in the future and 
thanking him for his invaluable contribution to 
the paper’s success. His departure will be a sad loss 
for GN, although we look forward to receiving 
his articles and reviews.

David, incidentally, as those of you who have 
visited our offices will be aware of, is the one 
member of the editorial staff who has always had 
time for a friendly chat and the energy and 
patience to offer wordly but sympathetic advice. 
The rest of us would do well to follow his example 
and learn from his generous humanity.

First Anniversary
With issue No 25, published in June, we will be 

celebrating Gay News’s first year of existence. We 
invite you to send in ideas and suggestions for 
making the anniversary edition something extra 
special.
For Subscribers Only

Many subscriptions ran out with GN20, so 
could we advise you that it would be to your 
advantage to re-subscribe now, to avoid missing 
any more of our 'sparkling, exciting and sensational 
issues. The best is yet to come In Europe's most 
reliable and widely read independent newspaper 
for gays of all sexes.
Dates and Deadlines

The next edition of Gay News (No 23) will be 
published and available from 17th May. Deadlines 
for that issue are Saturday 5th May for copy, 
letters etc and midday on Monday 7th May for 
ALL advertisements.

Gay News Editorial Collective

Lovely Fashion Idea

From Gay News - 'Jay-Bow'. From Gay News - JayShiek \

Troubled Water
May we remind you that GN is now 

operating a Problem/Advicc/Help column 
appearing under the heading Troubled Water.

If you are at all worried or anxious about 
any matter, large or small, drop us a line to 
the address at the end o f this piece. Strict 
confidence is guaranteed and if you prefer 
your letter not to be published, please state 
so clearly, and you will receive a personal 
reply.

An experienced and qualified gay 
befriending service is helping us answer any 
serious or difficult problems that we feel 
unable to adequately advise on.

All sexes are welcome to use this service. 
Write to us at:

Dept T/W, Gay News,
34d Redcliffe Square,
London SW10.

In Case We're Late
There’s every chance in the world that 

you’re reading this issue of Gay News a few 
days later than you normally would. And 
for that, we apologise.

But the trouble was not in our machines, 
our editorial offices or because o f our 
incredible distribution system.

The trouble was because of the national 
shutdown of May 1, the coast-to-coast strike 
which, among just about everything else, 
knocked the daylights out of the printing 
industry.

But, from the depths of 34d Redcliffe 
Square, we fought against great union ad
versity and still managed to appear, thanks 
primarily to our devoted friends.

There’s also a chance, it seems, that 
Issue 23 may be affected by the strike. At 
this stage it Seems unlikely, but if we’re late 
in making an appearance at your usual 
newsagent, you’ll hopefully understand.

ThankUbu
The Gay News Editorial Collective would like 

to sincerely thank the following people who have 
sent us donations during the last few weeks. Your 
generosity and encouragement Is much appreciated. 
We trust that your faith In us Is being re-pald by 
the editions o f the paper we are publishing. Once 
again, thanks a lot.

Gay News Editorial Collective

Donations received after the publication o f  GN18 
and up to 20th April, 1973.

Brian, Derby £1.00
Bruce, London SE26 £1.50
Martin & Denis, London SW3 £1.00
Peter, Brighton £1.00
Will, House of Commons £5.00
Michael, London SW1 £1.00
J.H.K. £2.70
Vidal, Putney £7.60
Jeremy, Royston, £5.00
Tyneside CHE £1.00
Peter, Oxford £5.00
Jack, Twickenham £1.00
Ronald, Heathfield £1.00
Richard, London SW14 £1.00
Henry, Leeds £1.00
Richard £5.00
Simon, Leeds £1.50
John, Walsall £1.00
Frank, Gravesend £1.00
Ken, London N18 £1.00
Arthur, Epsom £5.00
E W B, London W11 £3.00
Peter, Basildon £2.00
Harold, Brinsley £5.00
Frank, London E7 £2.40
WW £1.00
Gregory, Croydon £3.00
Richard, London NW3 £0.50
Terry, Slough £1.00
Ian, London W11 £1.25
M B, Hove £6.25
Eric, London SW1 £6.25
A B, London NW3 £6.25
K H, London NW3 £6.25
Matthew, Bishopsgate £6.25
SC, London EC3 £10.00

Gay News Mail Order
Funeral Rites -  Jean Genet...................... 50p
Querelle of Brest -  Jean Genet .............. 60p
Our Lady of Flowers -  Jean G en et........50p
Miracle of the Rose -  Jean G e n e t ..........  60p
Thief's Journal -  Jean G en e t.................. 35p
The Exile of Capri -  Roger Peyrefitte . . . .  30p 
Diplomatic Conclusions -  Roger Peyrefitte . 40p
The City and the Pillar Gore V id a l............ 35p
Myra Bracken ridge — Gore V idal................ 40p
Lesbian/Woman Del Martin/Phyllis Lyon . . . 60p
Well of Loneliness — Radclyff H a ll............ 50p
No End To The Way -  Neville Jackson . . . .  25p
Sandal -  Angus S tew art........................ 40p
Another Country -  James Baldw in............ 35p
Giovanni's Room -  James Baldw in............ 25p
The Au Pair Boy — Andrew M cC a ll............ 30p
Last Exit to Brooklyn -  Hubert Selby Jnr. . 50p
The Ticket that Exploded — William Burroughs 35p
The Soft Machine -  William Burroughs . . . .  35p 
The Naked Lunch -  William Burroughs . . . .  45p
Wild Boys -  William B orrou gh s............ £1.00
I Give You Oscar Wilde — Desmond Hall . . . 40p 
Homosexual — Oppression and Liberation

-D en is A ltm an .......................... £2.50
Hyperstud -  Clif David ......................  70p
Mind Blower Marco V a ss i........................ 70p
Frost — Richard A m ory ........................ 70p
All Is Well -  Dirk V an d en .................... 70p
Sexual Freedom League (R eport)............  60p
The Obscenity R eport.........................   50p
Fields of Wonder -  Rod M cK uen .......... £1.00

Twelve Years of Christmas -  Rod McKuen . . 80p
Patience and Sarah — Isabel M iller.......... £1.75
Escape From The Shadows Robin Maugham £3.50
Body Charge -  Hunter D av is.............. £2.00
The Second Sex — Simone de Beauvoir . . . .  75p 
The Dialectic of Sex — Shulamith Firestone . 50p 
Child of the Sun — Lance Horner/Kyle Onstott 40p
The I m more list — Andre G i d e ................ 30p
Journals -  Andre G id e .......................... 75p
Out of the Closets -  Laud Humphreys . . .£1.20 
Tea Room Trade -  Laud Humphreys . . .£3.25
Fade Out -  Joseph Hansen.................. £1.80
Beardsley (A Biography) -  Stanley Weintraub 50p 
Homosexuality and Psychological

Functioning — Mark Freedman........ £1.25
Jackarandy -  Leo M adigan................ £1.75
Candy -  Terry Southern/Mason Hoffenberg 40p 
A Queer Kind of Death -  George Baxt . . .£1.05 
A Parade of Cock-Eyed Creatures —

George B a x t ...............................£1.05
I Said The Demon -  George B a x t .......... £1.05
A Soldier Erect — Brian A ld is s .................. 35p
The Hand Reared Boy -  Brian A ld is s .......... 35p
Cocksure — Mordechai R ich le r ................ 40p
The Other Love — H Montgomery Hyde . . . 75p. 
The L-Shaped Room — Lynne Reid Banks . . 35p
City of Night — John R e c h y .................... 50p
This Day's Death -  John R e ch y ............ £1.75
Cruising -  Gerald Walker........................ 30p
Poor Cook -  Susan Campbell/Caroline Conran 60p 
Vegetarian Cookery -  Janet Walker............ 40p

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS -  BEAT THE RUSH AND ORDER YOUR COPY NOW
The Queens Vernacular -  as featured in Gay News -  special pre-publication offer only £1.20 + 5p post 
& Packing — a saving of 25p (Retail price now will be £1.50). This offer is exclusive to GN readers only.
(Please note. The Queens' Vernacular is not available until August and only orders received before the date 
of publication can be supplied with the book at the special price.)

SILVER RINGS — priced £1.00 -  State small, medium or large.

POSTERS -  ALL PRICED 25p
Jean Harlow 
Rudolph Valentino 
Bum and Flower

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING:

LONDON: The fashion writers are going 
crazv about it. Headscarves for men are 
apparently going to be the right thing to be 
seen under this summer.

Even the Sunday Times thinks so.
But if you’re interested, you can dash out 
and spend up to £12 for a little Gucci 
number, which doubles as the right sort of 
headgear for trolling or sailing. Imagine what

will happen after Easter. So there. You can 
imagine the fun the big nationals have had 
reporting the headscarves. The Sunday 
Times has gone as far as predicting see-through 
summer frocks for next season’s Rugby 
Gub dance. For men. Anyway, back to 
those headscarves ... if £12 is too much, 
you can get a packet of Jaycloth from 
Woolworths for 22p.

FOR WHICH I ENCLOSE CHEQUE/PO PAYABLE TO GAY NEWS MAILORDER. VALUE . . .
All items are post free. To: Gay News Mail Order, 34d Redcliffe Square, London SW10: 
Please allow 14 days for delivery.
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INSIGHT
Who Holds The Reins?

An Open Letter 
lbThe Homophile Movements

To an outsider, the homophile movement 
must look like a ten ton truck being driven 
by a herd of demented elephants on a 
glacier. Paralysed with paranoic fear o f one 
another, they seem devoid of unity in 
steering in one direction. Co-operation 
appears to be impossible and their splin- 
terings to be piercing the heart o f homosexual 
liberation. They are only glad to be gay 
when they aren’t together. GLF masturbates 
marxist monologues at CHE meetings and 
CHE members look for GLF under the bed 
instead of trying to come together inside it. 
Male chauvinists bar women from their clubs 
and will not lift a finger in support of 
women’s liberation. Female chauvinists 
exclude men from their organisations and 
refuse to campaign with their brothers. 
Solidarity seems as remote as an orgasm in 
the Festival o f Light, and one might conclude 
that with gays like this -  who needs Mary 
Whitehouse?

Could it be that the ethos o f the homo
phile organisations provide the reasons for 
these divisions? Perhaps if we look at where 
power lies in the gay scene we may find some 
of the answer.

GLF defies description as an organisation, 
it is a movement. It moves chimcrically and 
clusively without hierarchy or leaders or 
official spokesmen. Everyone is a member 
who says so, yet no-one has membership.
GLF is vibrant, stimulating, provocative, 
chaotic and colourful. It is also dull, boring, 
repetitive and uninspiring. GLF has only the 
image of a moment and the moment is 
intense or vacuous depending on the image 
on which one is focused.

CHE and SMG are hierarchical organisa
tions and their hicrarch\ cannot ignore the

will o f their members. Their leaders can be 
challenged and removed. One can argue 
about the degree of democratic control 
within them, but control there is, and 
participation in decision-making. GLF, CHE 
and SMG are political organisations as well 
as being socially orientated. The non-political 
organisations tend to be dominated by 
‘personalities’, those whose charisma makes 
them leaders in their social scene. This is 
where I believe the greatest divisions are 
generated. Discontent and frustration with 
leadership has no outlet but through back
biting, gossip and intrigue. Here fragmen
tation begins, for the only solution for dis
senters is to break away and form a separate 
organisation. The organisation newly formed 
will have no new objectives or aims but will 
permit the new leaders to play off old scores 
in the public arena by stabbing out at their 
rivals. This is the malaise of the homophile 
movement. It is fed by apathetic member
ship whose prime concern is to be part o f a 
comfortable, complacent clique. The history 
of the homophile movement is largely the 
struggle for power by personalities, the 
jockeying for position of ego-trippers while 
the majority silently let them take control 
of organisations and leave them impotent.

What needs to be asked is -  In whose 
interests are these* fragmentations? Are 
these divisions necessary on the grounds of 
principle or tactics in changing the status of 
homosexuals in our society? If homosexuals 
are not interested in changing the status quo 
then they should be honest and admit that 
their overriding self-interest is in proliferating 
the number of clubs and bars which will 
provide for their social needs. Of course there 
must be places to meet social needs where

one can relax and be free but it is the 
hypocrisy o f parasitic homosexuals who 
bleed the activist members in their efforts to 
effect change which undermine the objectives 
o f organisations in the homophile movement.

The NFHO, formed to draw the gay or
ganisations together, is thought by many to 
be inept and lethargic at everything but 
pushing them further apart. Its initials are . 
said to stand for ‘No Fucking Help to 
’Omosexuals*. The Albany Empire likewise 
is seen by many gays as a relic o f a patronising 
past. Both organisations create a monolithic 
yawn of boredom as they organise yet 
another plethora of meetings. The NHFO 
and the Albany Trust have declared the 
provision of counselling facilities to be their 
major objective. There already are coun
selling facilities in six provincial towns and 
in London provided by FRIEND. The NFHO 
member organisations have only to back these 
with manpower and money to extend these 
facilities all over the country. Vet only CHE 
and SMG have so far officially supported 
FRIEND with tangible help. In the two years 
of FRIEND’S existence neither the NFHO 
nor the Albany Trust have given any prac
tical assistance whatsoever and continue to 
arrange for more chit-chat about counselling. 
Perhaps the NFHO member organisations 
aren’t very rich but the Albany Trust had an 
income o f £10,000 last year. FRIEND has 
an income o f less than £500 a year and a far 
wider and larger network o f befrienders and 
consultants than the Albany Trust had 
before it ceased counselling for lack o f 
financial resources two years ago! True, 
FRIEND has no paid staff and its voluntary

workers meet expenses largely from their 
own pockets, but what has the Albany 
Trust done since 1967 that is substantive? 
How much o f the Trust’s income was 
donated for the provision o f counselling and 
how much was actually spent on coun
selling? If FRIEND isn’t the counselling 
service the Trust and the NFHO want then 
when are they going to offer some concrete 
proposals as to how it might be improved? 
FRIEND organised and paid for a pilot 
training scheme for befrienders for the 
benefit o f member organisations. It will 
shortly be ready for the NFHO to scrutinise. 
CHE has declared its willingness to make 
FRIEND autonomous in the interests o f the 
homophile movement. The NFHO must 
make up its mind whether it intends to back 
FRIEND or to provide a separate counselling 
service as an alternative, not in ten years, 
but now. The need is known and undisputed, 
but who if not FRIEND is going to meet it?

Counselling ought to be the concern of 
the whole gay movement. In this area if in 
no other there should be co-operation and 
commitment to provide a national uniform 
service. That service should be altruistic 
enough to be beyond petty rivalry and 
trusted by all homosexuals. If the homophile 
movement does not take up the challenge 
that FRIEND offers then it will be because 
the ego-trippers have won the day and gay 
people will again suffer at the hands of 
those who represent nothing more than 
self-interest.

Michael Launder
April 10th 1973
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3
Reasons To

Subscribe
1. It Costs Less
2. Copies Posted 

First Class
3. Europe's Only 

Gay Newspaper

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE £1.90 FOR 13 
OR £3.75 FOR 26.

(COPIES ARE POSTED IN A PLAIN 
SEALED ENVELOPE).

PLEASE MAKE CROSSED CHEQUES/POSTAL 
ORDERS PAYABLE TO:- 

GAY NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AND SEND TO:- 

34d REDCLIFFE SQUARE, LONDON SW10. 
TEL: 01-373 0586.

Somewhere 
To Live- 

Gay Problem 
Probed

Reaction to the report in GN 21 about 
an accommodation problem facing gay 
people has already had good response.

First reports show that there is a sizable 
amount of discrimination against people 
openly admitting to being gay by some 
accommodation agencies.

Other agencies are totally unworried, but 
some have shown some resentment about 
two young men sharing a flat. With girls, it’s 
a different story.

To this end, Gay News has begun a probe 
into the accommodation agency business, 
and our findings wiir be published in GN23.

We have also had good response from 
readers with individual reports of discrimi
nation, and if there’s one you know about, 
it’d help if you let us know.

Naturally, it’s all totally confidential, 
unless you want it any other way.

NAME ... 

ADDRESS

Earn Money
Aspiring millionaires — Gay News needs 
street sellers now to sell in gay pubs all over 
London. Phone Peter Mundy on 01-3730586 
to find out how to make your first million.

I wish my subscription to commence from 

issue number....

(Single copies available 1 5p plus 3p postage.) 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
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Tm  A Lesbian.. .I'm Not AVery Efficient One"
We talked with modernistic, bi-sexual 

Jenny Fabian, co-author o f the best-seller 
‘Groupie\ which turned out to be a saga o f  
her life as one o f  those girls who followed 
around pop music groups on their hectic 
tours.

She was the writer who insisted that 
survival depended on a continual supply o f  
dope and sex.

A sequel is ‘A Chemical Romance'. It 
deals with the acid-oriented lifestyle which 
enveloped her life after the publication o f  the 
book 'Groupie\

It contains some searing comments on the 
giant publicity machines which sell books 
and films, and it gives vivid descriptions o f  a 
trip around the world in an LSD euphoria.

We started by asking Jenny how auto
biographical, and how fantasy-based her 
books are.

“They’re both. They’re obviously auto
biographical, but I don’t have to stick to 
fact. I can pervert it, exaggerate it, or en
large on it. I am more autobiographical than 
others. Groupie was quite close to my truth, 
but not the truth o f somebody else’s 
experience as a groupie. You can say it’s my 
perception of the truth as I see it in a certain 
way. I don’t want to burden readers with 
the oppression of being a groupie, I wanted 
to write a book that goes behind the facade 
o f sexual cynical adventures which some 
people accuse my books of being.
Gay Groupies

“There are some, more in America than 
here; most of them are very sad; maybe not 
all. I only met my first proper homosexual 
about two weeks ago. He was the typical 
one, the mincing steps and the high heels and 
the nasal American voice. They’re homo
sexual in the sense that they probably don’t " 
want to have sex with girls. I don’t meet 
many men who I find will admit wanting to 
sleep with men as well; most of them want 
two girls. So if you’re in a dazed situation 
and your man friend asks you to provide 
another girl, you sometimes think in the 
back o f your head why not another man? I 
haven’t done that one yet.

“I became a groupie because I was bored.
I liked sort o f rock music. I preferred it to 
the sort o f music my parents would listen to, 
a sort o f BBC music. The combination of 
acid and electric acid music together just 
took me into fairyland and the musicians 
were the symbols. If something’s making 
magic for you, you want to fuck it I guess. I 
saw a haunted young man with purple eyes 
who lifted my feelings up. I’ve been fucked 
by the music before I got backstage. It’s 
very sexual that music; I’m a bit bored with 
it now. I like the Rolling Stones and Bob 
Dylan. Some of the new groups do come out 
with some good sounds but I don’t hunt 
around for them. I don’t go to live shows 
any more. I like Rod Stewart very much; 
he’s very phallic, but apart from that, I don’t 
know. Somebody told me Rodney’s gay. Is 
that true? I have no experience o f him at all.
I don’t go around like that anymore. I live 
in the country and write and then come to 
London to whiz around for a bit.
A Chemical Romance

“That book (the harback version) is pub
lished by my one time agent Talmy Franklin. 
Talmy was my original agent, Franklin my 
publicity man and groupie, and they came 
together and started a publishing house 
which published A Chemical Romance which 
contained descriptions of my agent under 
the guise o f a name called Mason Radar. He’s 
virtually blind, and it’s a very funny story 
having a blind agent, him leading me around, 
me leading him around. I don’t know why I 
didn’t give up and use their real names.

“The movie moguls were very boring. 
Some of them were very depraved -  their 
imaginations. Certain movies they made 
would be dealing with depths of ob<icenity 
and degradation. Nice movies! Roman 
Polanski and people like that, they must be 
quite depraved.

“I got bored with people continually 
passing joirits in my books; we briefly 
mentioned acid in the first book. We called 
it A Chemical Romance because the drug is

essentially LSD in this book. I tried to write 
what it’s like to be on an acid trip, the 
insanity o f what was happening being 
whirled around interviews was too much. I 
had to make it sane by taking acid. I was 
backstage before. Now I was suddenly out 
front. I do what happens. If they push me 
out front, I’ll go as far as I can within my 
frame of living. It was too much. Now I’ve 
moved to the country, I keep my address 
secret.
The Country — An Anti-Climax?

“Yes, I’m terribly bored. Writing’s 
torture. I’ve written a screenplay on some of 
my childhood things, because I lived in a 
boys’ public school which was very freaky in 
retrospect because of the sex thing. I really 
wanted to be a boy because my father was a 
football hero. I thought it was awfully boring 
being a girl playing with dolls, I was sur
rounded by nearly a thousand boys all 
playing football and I felt left out. I ran 
away at 16. They gave me a very good up
bringing, but it was a sort o f freaky one 
because they were very strict and bourgeois 
and middle class and I was totally disrespect
ful and disobedient. I just wanted to fight, 
and then there was heavy trouble when I 
started going out with boys.
My Father And My Sex Life

“My father’s always calling me a com
munist and things. We just can’t meet on any 
level at all. If I describe my relationship 
with men in a Freudian sense I will love men 
who will never love me back, because I 
consider my father didn’t love me in a way a 
father should love a daughter. There was no 
physical touch between me and my mother.
I can say this is why I enjoyed being

promiscuous. I’m a lesbian as well -  I thought 
that was obvious. I’m not a very efficient 
one because girls are awfully troublesome. 
They’re quite emotional aren’t they?”

We asked about her relationship with 
Alice in the book.

“Well, I have a new girlfriend now, Alice,
I thought she was lovely. She’s all spiritual 
and wonderful and in the end proved com
pletely sexless in bed. Apart from that she’s 
a really funny girl and I see a lot o f her. We 
fought over a man as well which is always 
fatal.”

We said how surprised we were that she 
said she only met her first male homosexual 
two weeks previously.

“Yes, that I was totally aware of.”
The public school was different “This is 

a man who’s allowed to live and dress up as 
the fantasy. Don’t forget that all the boys 
dressed identically. You had to be able to 
spot *he boy behind the uniform. I knew 
it was going on but it didn’t worry me, 
because I had no clue about masturbation or 
lesbianism. I was merely curious about the 
fact that I was a girl and they were boys.
Bisexuality

“I’m a bit short-sighted. I can see things 
as I see them. I may not be able to see beyond 
that. I don’t know what sex or gender any
one is really. We have to be bisexual. It just 
depends how far you’ll go to demonstrate a 
feeling within yourself. If you have a deep 
friendship with someone the sex should 
make no difference if you feel sexually 
attracted. I have my reasons why I’m 
physically attracted to certain types rather 
than others. I don’t like girls with big tits.
On the other hand I may soon find that I

do, because I haven’t had a girl with big tits ' 
yet. There’s all kinds of areas open to me, but 
I’m a late starter because I’ve had children 
and things like that. I don’t know what’ll 
happen to them. I feel a bit sorry for them.
I wonder about them -  they’re girls, I 
don’t want to get hung up about anything 
they do. I’d like them to be tough if possible.
People Won't Want To Know Me

“I’m continually thinking I’ve run out of 
things to do but people keep asking me to 
do more. I dream of things I could do but 
that means having lots o f money, doesn’t 
it, which I don’t have. I have a house in the 
country which I share with friends, but it 
costs money to make it nicer, so I’m a 
literary prostitute. But if you quote things 
like that, it makes me sound awfully horrible 
and people won’t want to know me. I think 
my honesty is often my failing as well.

“The man in the Times said I wasn’t 
romantic. I try to answer questions in a 
practical sense. If I was on half a mandrax 
I’d be talking quite differently. He was 
saying I was less romantic than others 
because I was clinical or cynical. He meant 
I was hard bitten.

“Part of me really enjoys playing around 
on paper, making those cut out images of 
people. When I describe people at parties I 
like doing it; it amuses me. On the other 
hand, the concept of what I’m doing, which 
is intruding on certain privacies, makes me 
feel sick.
Corsets And Orgies

After Groupie, “I got an eight page letter 
from a man on corsets but that was nothing 
to do with Groupie. I got letters from people 
in other countries suggesting that I fly out 
there because I sounded like the sort o f girl 
they needed.

“I’ve written articles on orgies for Forum; 
masturbation, oral sex and one called ‘Down 
in the Mouth’ which they said was too heavy. 
I’m in the middle of writing a story called 
‘My Day as a Nun*. I have a porn agent 
now; they ask me and I sort of do it.
Interviews

“Most of them were worried about me 
being a groupie and what it would do to me. 
The News of The World said: She smiled 
sadly and her eyes were old beyond her 
time. There’s a picture of me looking 
extremely cheerful. I don’t know what they 
get up to those newspapers. What concept 
have you got in mind for this paper o f yours, 
Gay Lib?”

We correct the usual incorrect assump
tion, and give her the spiel about us being a 
national newspaper for all homosexuals.

“Gay News. What does that mean? -  
homosexuals not bisexuals?”

“Bisexuals as well.”
“Maybe I could write something for you 

and earn some money. But you are ex
clusively for homosexuals which means you 
are excluding the other sex. If you call your
self homo, it doesn’t mean man man, it 
means woman woman too. I find homo
sexuals make charming companions. I mean 
it’s a well known fact. It’s a well known fact 
isn’t it that lots o f women enjoy homo
sexuals’ company, and a lot o f men treat me 
like a lesbian meaning that we have a girl to 
girl relationship. I can’t keep myself con
tained to one sex or another. When I write 
about sex, I bring in both men and women 
equally.”
Threesomes And Masturbation

Threesomes -  “are a different process 
emotionally. It’s one extra thing complicating 
a relationship. That’s what my third book is 
going to be about. Two girls love two men 
and the two girls meet and fall in love, and 
they’re sort o f mirrors to each other because 
their situation with their men is very similar 
and they fall in love and have an affair. I 
slipped this in to my masturbation article 
which was written for an underground paper 
called FLOW, who wanted an article on 
radical sex. I said masturbation was radical 
sex. I spent two pages defending masturba
tion as radical sex, arguing with the dic
tionary and the Bible which they cut out o f 
it finally and just published the dirty stuff.

“When I did ‘Down in the Mouth’ I
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thought I’ll just give some descriptions o f 
what it’s like to have your mouth fastened 
down onto a cock or a cunt. I went into 
some sort o f romantic phallic worship at the 
end. I don’t know what was too heavy for 
them. It might have been the chick who 
tasted of earth, I don’t know. People do 
taste of funny things don’t they, but they 
can’t bear to read about it I’ve been insulted 
endlessly.
Film s

“I don’t read newspapers. I don’t like 
the telly very much either. I love films. 
Obviously I want to make movies. It’s the 
ultimate dream to put your words up there 
visually. I like Frog intellectuals and com
mercial Hollywood. Real good things like 
older ones written and directed by people 
like -  you can’t go wrong with Preston 
Sturgess because he’s very funny. You can’t 
go wrong with Henry Hathaway — those 
gangster movies. I like movies in general, I 
even like bad movies to watch the way 
they’re made. It’s what goes on behind the 
movies that always fascinates me. ■ m  ,

“I haven’t seen any Warhol movies but I 
saw the TV programme about him. I'd only 
be interested in the Sunset Boulevard one 
-  Heat, and Trash. I do quite like his con
cept of natural rapport or«natural craziness, 
but sometimes it’s not quite clever enough 
for me. But he is clever; he is a hero, but 
he’s an untouchable. I saw the discussion 
afterwards with Bob Harris the television 
hippy. He had a talk about Warhol with 
George Melly, old Longford’s aunt or niece 
or something, and Tony Elliot o f Time Out.
It was awfully boring and George Melly 
was very drunk and went on and on, but it 
was the discussion that improved the quality 
of what I’d actually seen, which made me 
respect Warhol more because I realised how 
ambivalent he was. They got trapped. I 
watched them being trapped in trying to 
defend Warhol.

“I hate being drunk. I sometimes drink a 
good wine if I'm sure it’s very expensive. I 
quite like Pimms, but they’ve taken all the 
numbers away. You only get it in gin now, 
which is boring.”
Interviewers David Seligman and Peter Mundy 
____________________________________________

Quick And Cheap
In The West End

I've written this for those of you going to the West End theatre or cinema who want to eat for less 
than a pound and want something different from the regulation fish and chips and roast beef. Good 
restaurants where they do exist in London are fantastically expensive and generally horrifically snobbish. 
The general run of eating places are universally second rate, and psuedo-American tourist orientated.
(Old Kentucky, Tennessee Pancake Houses, Wimpy Bars etc.) and the nearer central London you are, the 
worse they get. You could sum London up gastonomically as expensive, shoddy and greasy. There are, 
however, a few oases in the desert.

Pizza has arrived in London. Not the super 
large, enormously thick American variety with 
numerous exotic ingredients, but a scaled down 
English variety, which is nevertheless substantial, 
tasty and cheap. The three main chains are 
Pizzaland (44 Cranbourn Street, Leicester Square 
and Shaftesbury Avenue); Pizza e Pasta (Haymarket 
near the Carlton Cinema and Charing X Rd, between 
Cranbourn Street and Trafalgar Square). Pizza 
Express (29 Wardour Street and 10 Dean Street).

Pizzaland's all have a cheese and tomato base 
plus whatever variety you choose -  mild onion, 
turkey etc, 35p-60p.

Pizza e Pasta, marginally more expensive, uses 
slightly more exotic ingredients -  olives, pepperoni 
etc. Service can be a little erratic — try shouting in 
Spanish.

Pizza Express is similar to Pizza e Pasta but 
better service. All three chains are licenced, glass 
of wine about 15p-20p, carafe 80p-£1. Sweets are 
pretty ordinary, ice cream, apple pie etc, but 
Pizza e Pasta's ice cream is genuine Italian and 
worth trying. A pizza, glass of wine, sweet and 
coffee will cost you about 80p—£1.

American style hamburgers, not to be confused 
with the rather anaemic soya extract Wimpy, is 
four, six or eight ounces of pure beef in a roll with 
chips or baked potato, and a selection of delicious 
relishes and sometimes salad included in the price, 
35p-80p depending on the weight of the meat.
You can choose between four ounces or eight 
ounces, six or twelve ounces. Unless you have a 
particularly gargantuan appetite, the smaller sizes 
35—50p should be more than sufficient.

Very centrally situated is the American Ham* 
burger next to the Warner cinema, Leicester Square. 
Across the road in Panton Street and Irving Street 
there are two branches of Charco American 
Hamburger Restaurants, in both cases adjoining 
Gardners Steak Houses, the newest and one of the 
best chains: the service is extraordinarily attentive, 
you get real whipped cream on your coffee and 
there are some quite worthwhile and massive 
sweets like Hot American Apple and soft ice cream. 
Although slightly outside the West End, Hamburger 
City next to Goodge Street station is also worth a

visit. Generally empty: service is fast and the 
hamburgers very tasty.

Greek restaurants have been springing up at an 
enormous rate recently. Many of them are terrible 
rip offs, but if you go to the right ones, you can 
have a tasty, reasonably priced unusual meal. 
Contrary to the much held opinion, Greek food is 
not usually spiced.

The two best cheap Greek restaurants are 
Anemos at 34 Charlotte Street and the New Kebab 
House a few doors down. Start with Humus, a 
tasty creamy substance and Pita (Greek bread) 
followed by either two or three sticks of kebab 
(usually pork or lamb) with salad. Finish with a 
Greek sweet, which will taste very, very sweet.
Greek wine is 80p-£1 per bottle.

Anemos is small, overcrowded and very at
mospheric — book a table. The New Kebab House 
is larger and more convenionally decorated; the 
food is just as good as Anemos'. Just north of 
Tottenham Court Road station on the left, there's 
a slightly scruffy looking kebab house that's also a 
fish and chip bar. It's nice inside with lots of 
swarthy Greek customers and nonchalant waiters 
in need of a shave. You can have the works for about 
70p, but it's unlicenced.

If you really haven't the courage to try some
thing new. go to the Stockpot at 40 Panton Street, 
off Leicester Square. Helpings are large, the food 
well cooked and remarkably cheap; soups, egg 
mayonnaise etc 6-1 Op, main courses like shepherds 
pie, goulash etc 30-40p, all fully garnished with 
those old faithfuls peas and chips. A variety of 
sweets, mainly fruit pies, ice cream etc at 8—12p.

All the places mentioned above are used 
regularly by me during my constant movie going 
excursions to the West End. Although prices and 
details were correct at the time of writing, they are 
all liable to change, so check the menus outside 
the restaurants.

Happy eating!
David Seligman

ED: Since this article was written, VA T has come 
amongst us. Therefore, you must expect to pay a 
little more at the above restaurants.

masquerade
Restaurant
&Disiotheque
310 Earls Court Road
(Entrance Corner o f Earls Court Square)
London SW5 
01-373 3480
Intimate, Informal Restaurant,
Offering Fine French Cuisine
And Excellent Wines
- Minimum Charge £1.50
inc. Discotheque admission -
Open 8.00 pm to 1.30 am (Last Orders)
Closed Sundays
Discotheque 
Admission 50p 
inc. Salad Supper 
10.00 pm to 2.30 am 
Open Every Night
Fully Licensed Until 2.00 am

Light-Show. Stereo 
Dir Conditioning.

■GISHlien are
LOOKING FOR

'FOLLCW-UP
MAGAZINE'
GAY, SMART, 
COLOURFUL,

PUBLISHED BY
STUDIO PUBLICATIONS

200d Railton Road, Herne Hill 
LONDON SE24
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Cues — Across
5.9ic Question for Prince of Denmark (2,2,2,3,2,2)
8. Had CHE a point inside? Painful! (8)
9. See 5 ac.

10. Colour of bream? Yes, forever. (5)
11. We add a digit to our age at this interval (5,4)
13. Where the chickens are? (3,5)
14. Substitute (6)
17. Their Serene Highnesses (abbrev) (3)
19. Employ (3)
20. Descriptive of some Queens -  soft and irritating (6)
23. Remains of a fag found in these? (3,5)
26. 600 Queens on the pier here this month! (9)
28. See l6 dn
29. A naval one gives shelter to sailors (7)
30. Extremely lazy to bind nothing and point to the French (4,4)
31. Familiar form of address - expensive that is! (6)

Clues* -  Down
1. Cock cover (6)
2. Part of the masticating apparatus (3,4)
3. Tented house for Bank Holiday amusement? (4,5)
4. Super gay night club in NW6 (6)
5. If at first you don’t succeed, have one more than this (3,5)
6. Familiar name for a famous Queen? (5)
7. A thing---------- isa joy  forever (2,6)

12. Have to include this animal doctor! (3)
15. Smothered a second time? (9)

16.28ac. Uncomfortable position for those not wanting to make a decision (3,2,3,5)
18. Ray’s come to find a tree (8)
21. Another name for a prick (3)
22. Opposite of naked woman (3,4)
24. The elder in sore tangle (6)
25. One of a Group - looking for someone? (6)
27. Ulysses was beguiled by these of the Lotus (5)

The solution to the above crossword will appear in Gay News No. 23.

Starltek
A Fortnight O f Stars

As Forecast by Monsieur Pierre

If your life doesn’t improve in the field of 
pleasure and money this month then you really 
can’t be trying very hard. A new moon on the 
2nd links with Venus until the 11th which is a 
particularly good omen for you. Make the most of

TAURUS April 21 to May 20
any opportunities. From the 12th onwards you 
could find that friends will be able to help with 
money matters. An excellent month for dealing 
with the practicalities of day to day life.

G ^IIN I May 21 to June 20
JAay is going to be a very busy month for you — 

the outcome of it all deoends on how you manage 
to cope with tne stresses and strains that you will 
encounter. Time spent in the early part of the 
month developing your home interests could well 
pay dividends. A very good time for romance, 
particularly for more mature Geminians.

CANCER June 21 to July 20
A personal wish could very easily be fulfilled in 

the first week of the month. Don’t give your heart 
away too easily, especially on the 17th. The 9th 
to the 13th look especially good for money matters 
and career. Follow up every tip you receive about 
new Jobs. The 13th should be a particularly 
auspicious day for romance.

H
LEO July 21 to August 21

The first two weeks of May could be especially 
good for money matters. Pay great attention to 
detail in any letters that you may write -  they 
could have very important results for you. The 
14th will be an accident prone day for your part
ner -  take special care when travelling by road. The 
17th will also be a bad day to undertake anything 
other than short journeys.

111!

resolved. The 13th is a good day for all matters 
relating to employment and an unfulfilled desire. 
Romance will be In the offing at the same time.

CAPRICORN December 21 to January 19
Everything should go very smoothly for you. 

Your social life will blossom and you should be in 
great demand. Love affairs begun at this time will 
get off to a very good start and should flourish. 
Don’t take unnecessary chances with your money 
and avoid gambling -  the results could be very 
handsome if you exercise discretion. Take care on 
the 14th -  don’t push your luck or you could 
come unstuck.

VIRGO August 22 to September 22
Be bold -  in the first two weeks o f the month 

you will find great success in anything you try to 
do. This will be an especially good time for all 
matters connected with friendships and partner
ships. Romance could blossom. The 12th and 
20th could very easily be days on which you will 
show spectacular financial gain.

LIBRA September 23 to October 22
I’m afraid that the next two weeks are not 

going to be the best that you will have, especially 
around the middle part of the month. The aspect 
of Mars to Uranus on the 17th bodes ill for you

Ecially on any matters concerning business and 
estic partnerships. The 13th is the only really 
fit spot for you — money matters could im

prove then. Romance is in the offing.

111!
SCORPIO October 23 to November 22

A very successful time ahead for all those in the 
field of advertising and public relations. Money 
matters could be improved as the result of a new 
partnership. Take very great care in all legal 
matters -  try to postpone decisions in this field 
until the latter part of the month. A gamble on the 
13th could pay off very well. New friends will 
bring sparkle to your social life.

ES
SAGITTARIUS November 23 to December 20 

The next two weeks should be a generally 
favourable time for you but you could encounter a 
few unexpected problems which will have to be

G

AQUARIUS January 20 to February 18
You may well experience a change with far 

reaching consequences in your domestic affairs in 
the first two weeks of the month. The 11 th will be 
a very good day for moving house. Be very careful 
when travelling on the 14th -  accidents could well 
result from a journey. Take great care with your 
money on the 17th — neither a borrower nor a 
lender be. Romance will blossom from the 12th.

)(
PISCES February 19 to March 20

A very mixed period ahead for you. Money 
matters may not work out too well for you unless 
you exercise caution and common sense, especially 
around the 17th. A health problem could be 
resolved in the early part of the month If prompt 
action is taken. The 8th and 13th could be very 
good days for you as regards your social life and 
you may well find people seeking you out on 
those days.

ARIES March 21 to April 20
Money matters should take a turn for the 

better in the early part of this month, the 10th 
and 13th being particularly important days. The 
middle part of the month from the 12th onwards 
should bring renewed strength to an old atlac|?’ 
ment and perhaps a new one. Think very carefully 
before you take decisions*- an error of judgement 
could have very unfortunate consequences for 
you.



B i O O O  w  S A N D‘The most romantic hero of cinema history returns in his greatest role 9
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A proposed design for Falken stein Castle, 1883.

Fairy Tales 
Can ComeThie

THE DREAM KING by Wilfrid Blunt. Penguin £2.00
Mad as a hatter, gay as a brush, besotted about Wagner: such is probably the popular 

view of Ludwig 11 of Bavaria. In this cool, uncommitted biography, Wilfrid Blunt does 
much towards rearranging the first thought, playing down the second and explaining the 
third. Mr Blunt makes no great claims for his work: “There is still the need of a definitive 
biography in English ...” he writes. What we have is a clear, unhurried, factual account of 
the king’s life, from his birth in 1845 which happened in the palace of Nymphenburg and 
was celebrated by a hundred-gun salute in Munich, to his mysterious death forty-one years 
later -  a good swimmer, he drowned in shallow water and took with him Dr von Gudden, 
director of the General Lunatic Asylum of Upper Bavaria, by then the king’s guardian. 
Ludwig himself may have prefered to die like Brunhilde, jumping astride his horse into the 
overflowing Rhine. But it does seem entirely appropriate that the man whose life reads like a 
living play-out of romantic masochism, should end in such creepy, anti-romantic 
circumstances.

This is not the sort of biography in which 
to seek insights, interpretations or even a 
synthesis of apparently diverse facts. Mr 
Blunt does allow himself a little conjecture 
now and then, but of a woolly, rather senti
mental sort, and this is not oppressive. 
Because he takes the facts as they come and 
makes no attempt to relate them, it is some
times difficult to assess the author’s view
point, especially about Ludwig’s alleged 
madness. In the first chapter, Mr Blunt 
writes: “ ... for some time to come,
Ludwig did not really betray symptoms of 
abnormality other than shyness, hyper
sensitivity and a dreamy romanticism’’.
If these things are symptoms of abnormality, 
then nearly everyone I know possesses them. 
What I think is meant here is that these 
symptoms were to grow to enormous stature 
as the king grew older. Much is made of his 
neurotic, or morbid shyness, and we find 
that at the Linderhof palace the dining room 
had a mechanically operated table that 
allowed the shy king to eat without the 
“distasteful presence of servants’’. But on the 
other hand he was always affable with 
equerries, grooms, coachmen, cooks and 
soldiers. Obviously he wasn’t abnormally 
shy with everyone.

It was, rather, the pompous civilities of 
the court, the pressures from his ministers, 
the basic boring job of being a political king 
that repelled him. And he would retreat 
from responsibility into what appeared to be 
shyness. When he arrives at the final stages 
of the king’s life and the conspiracy of 
ministers to have him certified insane, Mr 
Blunt presents in a couple of well-argued 
paragraphs, a good defence against the

charges. Ludwig, he suggests, was not mad in 
the commonly accepted sense at all: “ ... he 
did what many people would like to be able 
to do but cannot .. .*’ The situation was 
certainly difficult and bound to end 
disastrously. As absolute monarch and with 
a seemingly limitless supply of funds,
Ludwig could make real his fantasies that 
stemmed from Versailles and the Sun King 
and from the German legends made palpable 
by Wagner. Yet this meant a rejection of 
those duties demanded of an absolute 
monarch; and of course conspicuous con
sumption of great wealth (even when it 
isn’t public money) causes jealousy and 
hate among others.

And Ludwig certainly spent his money. 
Largely on the famous castles of Neuschwan- 
stein, Linderhof and Herrenschiemsee, but 
also on lavish entertainments, presents and 
indulgences. Much money was invested in 
Wagner and Mr Blunt points out that if for 
nothing else, the world is in Ludwig’s debt 
for leaving us those toyland castles and those 
truly great operas. The castles have taken, 
in tourist fees, more revenue than was 
originally spent on them. Wagner was lucky 
in finding Ludwig who was besotted by 
Lohengrin at the age of 13 and who regarded 
the composer as hero, saint and god. In one 
sense Mr Blunt’s biography has that useful 
effect of making one want to rush off and 
explore in greater detail the incidents he 
recounts in his straightforward way. What 
sort of games was Wagner playing, exactly?

On the topic o f Ludwig’s homosexuality, 
Mr Blunt stays very cool indeed. His attitude 
seems to be that it was a fact, unfortunate 
perhaps, but there, so it must be mentioned

but not really explored. Commenting on the 
source books he has used, the author writes: 
“Major Chapman-Huston’s book (Bavarian 
Fantasy: the Story o f  Ludwig 11).,. unduly 
stresses Ludwig’s homosexuality.’’ To be 
fair, Mr Blunt is dearly not interested in 
psycho-sexual explorations; if his interest 
is weighted anywhere, it is in Wagner’s operas 
the castles and the glamourous concoctions 
with which Ludwig decorated his life. What 
an ‘undue’ stress on homosexuality might 
consist of, 1 don’t know, but I should guess 
that it was certainly more important to the 
dynamic of the king than is admitted here.
Mr Blunt quotes from the famous secret 
diaries, but handles them with great reser
vations, suggesting that they might be 
forgeries.

The presence of Ludwig’s homosexual 
lovers throughout his life is hinted at, and 
only the last liaison - with the young actor 
Josef Kainz - is dealt with in any detail.
And this, incidentally, is a passage of bitter 
comedy as the poor lad is put through the 
most tremendous hoops by the arrogant 
king. Ludwig’s easy association with grooms 
and stable-lads, and the reference to 
elaborate parties when “sometimes the 
better-looking young soldiers were made to 
strip and dance together naked’’, suggests 
an undertow of carnality that must have 
affected Ludwig’s makeup. His diaries are 
full o f retribution and determination to 
cease his homosexual activities: “The 
important thing is as far as is possible to get 
out of the habit o f it ... no further fall 
before 3 June . ..’’ Clearly there was great 
conflict here, between basic sex (and as king 
he probably found it easy enough to come 
by) and the highest ideals o f pure spiritual 
friendship. Mr Blunt’s suggestions are 
curious: “It was a great pity that he (Ludwig) 
was no dog-lover, for might he not perhaps 
have found in a dog the faithful friend that 
always eluded him in man?’* As far as I can 
remember there is no good part for a dog in 
The Ring, and the girl Ludwig nearly married 
-  Sophie, sister o f the Empress o f Austria — 
won her way into his favour by struggling 
through arias from Lohengrin and Tann- 
hauser, an enterprise for which, apparently, 
she was not ideally equipped.

Today we may not know very much about 
sex and the sexual impulse, but we are

The Last A ttachment - Ludwig and Josef Kainz.

Paperbacks
GREAT BRITISH TALES OF TERROR -  Edited 
by Peter Haining -  Penguin — 50p.

Tales of Terror is perhaps a misleading title. 
Afficionados of bloodandgore, spine-chilling 
fiction will find little satisfaction in these pages. 
But if you like well-written Gothic "terror- 
romance", this book makes compelling reading. 
Peter Haining has formed a well-balanced collec
tion of 30 short stories by such illustrious creators 
of the Gothic novel as Matthew Lewis, Anne 
Radcliffe, Mary Shelley (of "Frankenstein" fame), 
Thomas de Quincy and Sheridan Le Fanu, as well 
as lesser known authors.

The tales are rich in beautiful, pure maidens, 
heroic knights, tears, swoons, demons, castles, 
ruined abbeys, love and treachery. They weave the 
atmosphere of eerie, uneasy, preternatural gloom 
common to the Gothic genre, but failed to inspire 
one single qualm of "terror" jn this perhaps 
insensitive reader. A very enjoyable book.

Sandi Rutenberg

THE EXORCIST by William Peter Blatty. Corgi 
40p.

This lame horror story, a runaway best-seller in 
the USA, made little impact on the British market 
when it was originally published in 1972. And no

willing to rate its importance to the indivi
dual quite highly. Without destroying his 
admirable detachment, Mr Blunt could 
profitably have drawn on certain elements 
of current thought to relate Ludwig’s 
sexuality to the other points of his life. For 
it appears that the way in which Ludwig 
dealt with his own sexuality, without help, 
information or precedent, reveals a tremen
dous strength of will. Mr Blunt in fact 
expresses neatly what Ludwig could have 
done but which would have meant betraying 
himself: compromise. Apparently he nearly 
got seduced by an actress: “Is it not possible’’ 
Mr Blunt conjectures, “that Lila, had she 
seduced him, would have shown him that 
such an experience was not as alarming as 
he had feared? Might he not then have 
married his princess (ie Sophie) after all and, 
though bringing her little happiness, have 
maintained a facade to satisfy the world?** 
Though the concept would have been in
comprehensible to him, “passing for straight” 
is something Ludwig could never do.

The Dream King is, overall, an excellent 
introduction to the life of Ludwig: as I 
suggest, it prompts one to further explora
tions and the bibliography is helpful here.
The book is lavishly and gloriously illustrated 
-  the castles are revealed in all moods, in all 
details in many colour plates and I think 
that almost every character who pops up 
in the text is portrayed somewhere - even 
apocryphal stories like that of the singer who 
accidentally” fell into a shallow lake, 

hoping that the king would come to her aid 
and thus begin a perfect romance. The 
illustration shows Ludwig staring moodily 
into the sky and rapping his fingers im
patiently on a little table while the lady, up 
to her bustle in water, seems understandably 
peevish that her trick has failed.

Roger Baker

Available from Gay News

The
Dream King

By W ilfrid  B lunt

This sumptuously illustrated paperback 
about one o f history’s most fascinating and 
bizarre characters -  Ludwig II o f Bavaria -  
is available from the GN Mail Order Service, 
34d Redcliffe Square, London SW10.

It is priced at £2 a copy (including 
postage and packing).

Don’t miss out on this fabulous book. 
Order your copy now.

Please send m e.............. copies of
'The Dream King*.

I enclose a crossed cheque / postal order 
fo r ..............................

Name..........................................

Address .......................................

wonder. It’s something of a metaphysical prick- 
teaser in that it promises a lot, but in the end 
delivers nothing except loose-ends of plot, two- 
dimensional characters and perhaps the dullest 
detective yet to make print.

There is probably enough material for a good 
short story, but extended to 300 pages, this story 
of a film star’s daughter possessed by an ancient 
Iraquian god is stretched dangerously thin.

If you’ve got a spare afternoon with absolutely 
nothing else to do, well... But the inevitable 
’film of the book’ must surely follow, and I’d wait 
for that.

Denis Cohn
WHA T TO DO TILL THE DOCTOR COMES, by 
Hudson & Thomas. Mayflower, 50p

Leafing through the index of this thorough 
little book I came across the entry 'vagina- 
objects in' and knew I was hooked. I glimpsed items 
on Epistaxis, Cestodes, Brucellosis and anticipated 
the certainty that I had them all. It was only 
when I came across 'Fireworks -  swallowed’ that I 
began to suspect something must be wrong.

I hadn't read the title page properly. The full 
title is, of course ‘What to do till the doctor comes 
-  a life-saving fact book for parents.’ Nevertheless, 
with child or without, here is a compact book 
about reasonably common ailments, with plenty 
of sensible advice. And you never know when 
you’re going to find a foreign object in your 
vagina, do you?

Denis Cohn
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MOTHER ADAM at the Hampstead Theatre Club, Swiss Cottage, London NW3.
Charles Dyer’s new play MOTHER ADAM involves game playing among people. The 

programme states that this is the last in his trilogy about ‘lonely people’, the other plays 
being ‘Rattle of a Simple Man’ and ‘Staircase’. Here is an interesting link for those that saw 
the latter play, in that the mother depicted here is also a bed ridden arthritic old crone who 
spends her time looking through a mirror at the street below, and commenting on the people 
seen in reflection. In*Staircase’ we only heard of her; in the film version she was seen.

Nothing much occurs in Mr Dyer’s play, but it is his observation o f the two characters 
that holds our interest throughout. The son, an obvious schizophrenic, whiles away the time 
by inventing new games for them both to play, giving new names to the days of the week, 
and addressing his mother as either Mammies or Mrs God. He is constantly searching for the 
truth as to who his father was, and forever imploring his mother to allow him to open the 
mysterious trunk placed by her bed. He is used to disappointments in life, and the opening 
of the trunk proves yet another let down for him. He exerts his power over her by forcing 
her to do daily exercises, from which she tries to escape. She, in turn, taunts him about his 
masculinity, and suggests several times how happy she would be to see him wed. But we soon 
realise that this is mere talk, and she would hate to lose her power over him.

Having seen the lightweight ‘Department S’ so often on TV, I had forgotten how powerful 
an actor Peter Wyngarde can be with the right material. As for Hermione Baddely, I have 
admired her work in revue and straight plays for many years, though in the past she has 
sometimes lapsed into overplaying. But here, as the harridan mother, taunting and goading, 
she never puts a foot wrong. The author would have to look far to find two finer perfor
mances for his play than those seen here. _ _ .

Barry Conley

Cleo In Concert
CLEO LAINE at the Festival Hall and other 
Theatres.

Cleo Laine is currently touring the country in 
concert, and to those who have already seen her in 
concert, this is good news indeed. To the average 
public, Cleo's occasional television appearances 
have shown her to be an excellent 'singer of 
songs', be they jazz or pop. However, for many 
years she has been proving her multi-talents in 
other fields, but unfortunately much of this 
remains unknown to the general public. Before 
discussing her London concert I should like to 
rectify this.

In the late 50s she appeared with great success 
as Madame Y in Sandy Wilson's musical 'Valmouth'. 
I next saw her giving a poetry recital at the Royal 
Court, followed soon after at the same theatre by 
an intense performance in a West Indian play. 
Shortly after, she played a maid in a short lived 
comedy, together with Robert Morley and Ruth 
Gordon, and more than held her own against 
these two great comedy 'hams’. Appearances in 
such diversified items as a children’s musical 
'Cindy Ella’, Kurt Weill’s opera 'Seven Deadly 
Sins’, and Shakespeare’s ’Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’, convinced me further of her many talents.
It was not until the early* 60’s that I first had the 
opportunity of seeing her give a one-woman show 
at Lewisham. During that evening she ranged from 
folk song to German Leider, and reprised part of 
her ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ success. Since then she 
has played four years in succession at the 
Festival Hall under the title SPRING COLLEC
TION, and it is with this current programme that 
Cleo is again touring around Britain.

I don’t intend to list all of her songs, as no 
doubt she will be varying her selection, judging 
from the imposing list on the programme. There 
are the expected songs: Bread's "Make It With 
You’’ featured on her last album, "Palma Bossa 
Nova’’ by Dankworth, "Sit Right Down and Write 
Myself A Letter’’, an oldie revived on her forth
coming album, "On A Clear Day’’ which with this 
arrangement becomes the definitive version of the 
song, and her reprise from 'Showboat’, the lovely 
Kern melody "Bill” which she sang so touchingly 
and freshly it was hard to believe she’d been per
forming it these past 20 months. Then there is a 
song which she has made her own over the years 
"Please Don’t Talk About Me” — the ‘beg o ff’ 
tune she uses after all those encores.

From her new songs, Previn’s "Control Your
self” rightly brought the house down, with Cleo

reaching some high notes she probably didn't 
know she had. Bessie Smith’s "Gimme A Pigfoot” 
in her hands becomes a raucous and vibrant, low 
down comic blues. Several songs opening the 
second half were unannounced and though very 
enjoyable, remained anonymous. "Wish You Were 
Here” is an interesting song in the form of a letter 
sent to an absent lover ... The standard "Star
dust” as sung by a foreign singer who learns the 
lyrics phonetically but wrongly is riotously funny. 
A lyric by Shakespeare "You Spotted Snakes”, 
becomes a haunting poem with its Dankworth 
melody, and follows his music set to an Ogden 
Nash piece titled "Euphoria”. But out of some 
30 entries, were I to choose a favourite, it would 
have to be Michel Legrand’s "You Must Believe In 
Spring”, the perfect mating of music and lyric to 
form a poignant moment amongst an evening of 
many highlights.

For further details of C leo’s tour, sec Sunday 
Times or Sunday Observer.

Barry Conley

ST̂ GE

Battle O f The Sexes
COLLABORATORS at the Duchess Theatre, Catherine Street, London WC2.

Making a welcome return to theatreland after a 6 year absence is Glenda Jackson in John 
Mortimer’s new comedy COLLABORATORS. Though billed as such, the theme o f a failing 
marriage made it difficult at times for the artists involved to maintain a steady level of
comedy.

The set of an old London house in the 
1950s shows every sign of being the home of 
a large family, being littered with children’s 
nappies, toys and plastic bottles. The 
husband, a tall, gangling unsuccessful lawyer, 
is also a part-time writer, and their home is 
invaded by the arrival of an American film 
producer who offers the husband the chance 
to write a film script about modern marriage. 
There are various allusions to the producer’s 
accent being uncertain and as portrayed by 
Joss Ackland, I was uncertain whether he 
was meant to be an American, or just an 
Englishman with a phony accent.

The husband is having an innocent 
flirtation with a woman from his office, and 
when she turns up at his home intent on a 
sexual affair, he has a change of heart and 
disepurages her with a lie. Meanwhile, his 
wife threatens to leave with the producer, 
expecting an angry reaction from her spouse; 
he replies “be my guest’’.

The heavy moments are lightened momen
tarily by the couple performing a burlesque 
on ballroom dancing. There is one amusing 
idea, wherein they sing a medley o f songs, 
substituting the word ‘dance’ for a 4 letter 
word. There are endless permutations 
possible (our couple sing quite a few, in
cluding ‘Dancing on the Ceiling’ and 
‘Dancing Cheek to Cheek’) and who knows, 
John Mortimer may well have invented a 
good party game for the future.

At the finish I felt exhausted from . 
listening to the pair’s verbal exchanges, and 
watching their dalliances, but their decision 
to stay together doesn’t ring true, though 
the wife seemed to have no alternative.

In this role, Glenda Jackson proves how 
much the theatre has missed, while she has 
been occupied in playing Queen Elizabeth 
and all those highly emotional screen ladies. 
Her marvellously chiselled features, a gamine 
fringed hair-do, and her beautifully distinc
tive speaking voice are a welcome delight. 
Most of all, it is her intelligent performance 
that holds this play together. John Wood is

the perfect co-star to her portrayal, though 
I kept wondering why an intelligent woman 
would marry such a man, after a previous 
unsuccessful marriage.

Directors
Macbeth

MACBETH - The National Theatre at the 
Old Vic.

‘The play’s the thing’ quoth Shakespeare, 
although in this case I think he would agree 
that the direction is the real star of the show. 
As with ‘The Front Page’Michael Blakemore 
once more demonstrates to the full how to 
get the best out of his material, turning a 
well known classic into a ‘NOW’ production.

From the moment the curtain rises to a 
darkened stage and the strange sound effects 
blare at us across the footlights an unusual 
production was inevitable. The three witches, 
beautifully contrasted, filled the stage with 
their strange chanting and prophesies. The 
slow motion effect used in the scene following 
is eerie and compelling. So it continues 
throughout the play, many moments 
brilliantly highlighted by ingenious ideas.

On the strength of his performance in 
these two Michael Blakemore productions, 
Denis Quilley automatically becomes the 
new matinee idol o f today. Although he has 
been around for years playing nondescript 
roles in musicals and revues, hisw sudden 
triumph at the National Theatre is well 
deserved. An actress whose talents I had not 
taken seriously before now is Diana Rigg. I 
take it all back however, after watching her 
‘Lady Macbeth.’ The hidden depths of 
passion for power are subtly presented in her 
performance. It seems unfair to single out any 
other performance when the whole cast, as 
in all productions at the National, give such 
notable support.

Barry Conley

a superb french restaurant... near marble arch...
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Fresh Revolutions
ALONE AGAIN, AM TURALL Y -  Esther Phillips -  Kudu KUL 6

The immediate problem that comes to mind when artists make a really 
outstanding recording, is how they are going to equal or surpass it with the 
follow-up album. Esther Phillips has solved that possible dilemma by 
ensuring that she only sings the very best material available and that the songs 
are ideal for her vo^al range.

Esther Phillips started her singing Again (Naturally) only gains in stature
career during the 1950’s when she was 
thirteen, performing at johnny Otis’s 
club in Ohio and travelling with his 
famous ’road show’ which toured all 
over America. In those days she was 
known as Little Esther and achieved 
chart success with a number of singles. 
But by the early 1960’s she had 
developed a serious drug problem. 
Throughout that decade she struggled 
against her heroin addiction, until 
1969 when she finally ‘kicked the 
habit' and rehabilitated herself back 
into society by resuming her career in 
the Los Angeles area. Not long after, 
she obtained a recording contract 
with Creed Taylor’s Kudu label.

Now there seems to be no looking 
back for Esther. Although her come
back album From A Whisper To A 
Scream was not a big seller In the UK, 
it sold well in the US and re-established 
her as a leading songstress. Her new 
record, Alone Again, Naturally, is an 
ingenius collection of first rate songs, 
put over in her own inimitable style. 
The arrangements are a mixture of 
jazz and soul and, with the impeccable 
production, create a perfect backdrop 
to Esther’s singing. Her voice is a little 
similar to the late Dinah Washington's 
at times, but not enough to become 
irritating.

Ms Phillip’s sophisticated phrasing 
and the 'light and shade’ effect of her 
vocal delivery draws out every iota of 
passion and emotion contained in songs 
like I Don’t Want To Do Wrong, Let’s 
Move and Groove Together, Do Right 
Woman — Do Right Man and You And 
Me Together. No less moving are her 
versions of two beautiful Bill Withers 
songs, Let Me Into Your Life and Use 
Me, and Gilbert O’Sullivan’s Alone

OOH LA LA — Faces — Warner Bros 
K56011
HOUSES OF THE HOL Y -  Led 
Zeppelin -  Atlantic K50014

Rod Stewart, lead singer with the 
Faces and superstar solo artist in his 
own right, is on record as saying the 
following about the group’s latest 
album Ooh La La: "It was a bloody 
mess ... it was a disgrace.”

Allowing for Mr Stewart’s artistic 
temperament, I find that Ooh La La is 
the most pleasing of the recordings he 
has made with the rest of the Faces. 
Although there is nothing particularly 
exceptional about the album, it docs 
showcase two sides of good rocking 
music. The standard is set by Cindy 
Incidentally, which made the top five 
in the charts as a single. Of the other 
tracks, Silicone Grown, Borstal Boys,
If I’m On The Late Side and the title 
track contribute to making this an 
above average collection of contem
porary rock.

I wish I could say the same 
about the fifth album to be released 
by Led Zeppelin. After taking over a 
year to write, record and package * 
Houses Of The Holy, their efforts are 
likely to be thought of as the non- 
event of 1973.

Once upon a time Led Zeppelin 
were the heaviest of all the ‘heavy’ 
rock bands, that term being more or 
less invented to describe them when 
all other descriptive adjectives failed 
to communicate the intensity of their 
music. But you won’t find any cuts like

from her treatment of it. Black sisters 
and Womens Lib supporters will 
appreciate and support the sentiments 
expressed in the monologue that 
introduces Georgia Rose, as well as in 
the words of the song.

When an artist like Esther Phillips 
returns from the hell of addiction 
with such positive force and feeling, 
she deserves all the encouragement 
we can give. The number of Fine 
performers, such as Billie Holiday, 
Charlie Parker, janis joplin, already 
claimed by hard drugs is forever rising. 
It's heartening to know that Esther 
Phillips will not be on that fatal list.

Whole Lotta Love or The Lemon 
Song on Houses of the Holy. It is a 
completely uninspiring and disappoin
ting venture, that is also poorly per
formed and recorded. Some bands, 
despite the inferior product — sorry, 
music, they are producing still manage 
to reach the top of the album charts, but 
it is only a matter of time before the 
public reacts against such negativencss 
and then even the most fantastic of 
record covers won’t save them from 
obscurity.

GASOLINE — Chip Taylor — Buddah 
2318074
WILLIS ALAN RAMSEY -  A4M 
AMLS 68158

Everybody has their own special 
likes and dislikes, and when it comes 
to music,tastes and prejudices tend to 
be extremely varied. I try to experience 
and be aware of most of what is 
happening in contemporary music. 
There’s quite a lot going on if you have 
plenty of patience and know where to 
look. But when it's late and I have 
had my fill of getting to know albums 
I have to review, I tend to play 
five or six albums more than any 
others. This ‘personal hit parade’ 
changes every now and then, although 
at present it is fairly static. Roxy 
Music still enthral me, as does Steely 
Dan’s Can’t Buy a Thrill album and 
Dion & The Belmonts ‘live’ collection 
of oldies. David Bowie's Aladdin Sane 
is compulsory listening and Really by 
j j Cale i< ideal for playing in the early

hours of the morning. And Willis Alan 
Ramsey's initial release and Chip 
Taylor's solo record Gasoline get onto 
my turntable most nights.

Both the last two albums mentioned 
have been available for over a month, 
but most people will never hear them 
unless some BBC Dj ‘discovers’ them. 
Commercially they are probably 
doomed, but make no mistake, they 
are both extremely good and look as 
jf they will become lasting favourites 
of mine. Chip Taylor is primarily a 
songwriter, having had considerable 
success when P P Arnold and Billie 
Davis recorded Angel Of The Morning. 
The reggae version did well in the 
black community too. The Hollies 
made the singles charts with his song 
The Baby. It was a welcome departure 
from that group's usual preference for 
‘formula’ songs. As far as I know this 
is Taylor’s debut release, although 
throughout Gasoline he sounds like a 
seasoned veteran.

Chip does Angel Of The Morning, 
but the outstanding tracks are Gasoline, 
Lady Lisa, Oh My Marie, Dirty 
Matthew and the beautifully haunting 
Londonderry Company. Sometimes the 
lyrics tell strange little stories, other 
times they are concerned with intense 
but very human relationships. The main 
musical influences are rock, with a 
dash of country and the production 
and arrangements are near perfect 
and in complete harmony with the 
moods and images Chip Taylor creates.

It has taken A&M Records (UK) a 
few months to get around to releasing 
Willis Alan Ramsey’s first American 
Shelter recording. Limited potential 
they no doubt think, but that doesn’t 
stop it from being a very fine album. 
Country blues, a touch of Woody 
Guthrie and Bob Dylan, a bit of 
cajun and country and western 
influence, emerge from Will Alan’s 
performance. His versatile guitar 
playing is similar to Ry Cooder’s at 
times, and, as anyone familiar with 
that gentleman’s music will agree, that 
can’t be bad. 'Laid back' is a term that 
could well be used to describe 
Ramsey's style. Surprisingly, for a 
first release, there is very little to find 
fault with, the whole venture resulting 
in a totally satisfying and funky affair.

Fully realising the unfortunately 
limited appeal of these two albums, I 
can but advise you to hear them for 
yourselves.
IT'S NOT LOVE (BUT IT'S NOT 
BAD) -  Merle Haggard & The Strangers 
-Capitol EST 11127

The two day International Festival 
of Country Music held at London’s 
Empire Pool over the Easter weekend 
has.caused the record companies to 
release an enormous amount of 
recordings by country and western 
artists. One of the best is It's Not Love 
(But It’s Not Bad) by one of the ‘kings’ 
of country music, Merle Haggard and 
his back-up band, The Strangers.

Haggard is a bit of an old reactionary 
at times, as some of his past songs 
show, but nevertheless he has been one 
of the major influences in the current 
surge of interest in this genre. Nearly 
all of the youthful country bands 
that have sprung up recently, name 
Merle Haggard as one of their main 
sources of inspiration.

It’s Not Love (But It’s Not Bad) is 
a well balanced selection of eleven 
songs, with the title track, It’s Not 
Love, New York City Blues, A Shoulder 
To Cry On, Dad’s Old Fiddle and 
Somewhere To Come When It Rains 
standing out as obvious highlights.

If you want to hear the finest in 
contemporary, but not that far from 
traditional country and western, you 
need look no further than this new 
album by Merle Haggard and The 
Strangers.________________ ____________

LADY SINGS THE BLUES -  Original 
Soundtrack featuring Diana Ross — 
TMSP 1131

I must admit that I had my reser
vations when I learnt that Diana Ross 
had been chosen to portray the late 
Billie Holiday in Lady Sings The Blues. 
To my mind, a successful pop singer, 
no matter how experienced or 
professional, was the wrong choice. I 
felt the role needed to be played by a 
mature, more jazz orientated perfor
mer. But after seeing and hearing Diana, 
I withdraw all previous misgivings.
She displays an unexpected amount of 
acting talent, which is impressive when 
one remembers that this is her screen

debut, and her singing and phrasing 
captures perfectly the essence of 
Billie Holiday's style which made 
'Lady Day' into the jazz legend she has 
become.

The film, loosely based on Billie’s 
autobiography of the same name, is 
unfortunately pure ‘Hollywood’, in its 
interpretation of her life. The absence 
from the script of musicians such as 
Lester Young or Teddy Wilson, who 
were incredibly important influences 
on Billie’s career, is unforgivable. So 
too is the glossing over of much of the 
pain and humiliation she had to bear 
during her struggle for success and 
recognition.

The one factor that saves Lady 
Sings The Blues from being a grossly 
misleading fantasy is the excellence of 
Diana Ross's performance, of which 
the best musical moments are cap
tured on the soundtrack recording. I 
should point out though, that the 
first abum of this two-record set 
contains some dialogue from the film, 
which tends to make the songs a little 
short and bitty, although this does not 
occur on the second record. The 
evocative hiusic score is by Michel 
Legrand.

LOVE, PEACE A SOUL -  Honey Cone 
-H o t Wax SHW 5010

Love, Peace & Soul is the fourth 
album to be released by Honey Cone 
and it sadly displays a marked decline 
in the performance by this three girl 
vocal act. Earlier in their career, when 
they were producing hits such as 
Want Ad, One Monkey Don’t Stop 
No Show, and Stick Up, they threatened 
to topple the Supremes from their 
elevated position as America’s number 
one girl group, but the type of material 
they arc currently producing is unlikely 
to have any impact on anyone.

This new recording mostly relies 
upon the same clichl ridden songs that 
never break away from formulae that 
have proved successful in the past.
Even with material like Stay In My 
Corner, Honey Cone manage to

capture little of the feeling that made 
it such an enormous hit for The Dells. 
And their version of Smokey Robin
son's Ooo Baby Baby just doesn't 
compare with the treatment recently 
given it by Donnie Elbert.

Despite the sympathetic production 
and the often full and sweeping arrange
ments, there is little on Love, Peace 
A Soul to recommend.
WILSON PICKETTS GREA TEST 
HITS -  Atlantic K60038

It is quite a few years since Wilson 
Pickett notched up his first world
wide hit with the classic In The Mid
night Hour. From those days, right 
up to and including his most recent 
recordings, he has displayed an 
inventive and original approach to 
whatever material he has used.
Pickett, unlike many other singers 
in this area of music, hasn’t been 
content to rely on accepted styles and 
has experimented with the many 
aspects of the soul genre. His covering 
of songs that have already been top 
twenty entries for other artists has 
often produced exciting alternative 
versions to the originals. When Pickett 
recorded Lennon and McCartney’s 
Hey jude, he added a dimension to the 
song that even the Beatles hadn’t 
dreamed of, and with the help of the 
stunning guitar work of Duane Allman, 
made that cut into one of the all-time 
great soul classics.

There are a total of twenty four 
cuts on this two-record set. Reading 
the track listing is a little like reading a 
hit parade, for Pickett has had a 
remarkable amount of successful 
records. There are no obvious omissions 
and titles such as In The Midnight Hour, 
Mustang Sally, Funky Broadway,
Land Of 1000 Dances, I’m a Midnight 
Mover, Don’t Knock My Love, Hey 
jude, and You Keep Me Hangin’ On 
still sound as impressive as they did 
when first released.

Whilst no-one could replace the 
late, great Otis Redding, Wilson 
Pickett amply shows that he is in the 
same class.

LAST TANGO IN PARIS -  Gato 
Barbieri and His Orchestra -  United 
Artists UAS 29440

Despite what GN’s music critic 
may have to say about Last Tango In 
Paris, the soundtrack is one of the 
most memorable features of the film. 
This recording is the ‘original motion 
picture score’, not the soundtrack, for 
the music used in the movie was 
performed by a smaller group of 
musicians. On the 'original score’ 
album, a larger ensemble is used. This 
in no way detracts from the enjoyment 
of the music, as the composer, the 
Argentine jazz tenorist Gato Barbieri, 
enlarges on the themes and mood 
pieces used on the soundtrack.

Barbieri potently plays his wailing, 
screeching sax magnificently through
out the record, the complexities of 
the Latin based melodies combining 
well with the more conventional 
soundtrack intrumentals.

The film Last Tango In Paris may 
soon be only a vague memory, as its 
vast amount of publicity is forgotten 
with the release of more sexually 
explicit celluloid creations. The 
'original score’ though, has far more of 
a chance of staying popular and 
providing many with some fine 
musical experiences. Dcnjs Lem on

The Paint Box
29 FOLEY STREET, LONDON W.l. 

01-580 5771

OPEN 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 
With Cabaret 

Monday to Saturday, Inc.
THE “ IN PLACE”

The Club With A Difference

RAVE

Taurus Love Ball Party 
on the 16th May 73 

Competitions 
Cabaret : Mr Honey

We would like to inform you 
that our hair cutting salon 

for men is now open 
and we look forward to seeing you

55 Chelsea Manor Street 
London SW3 
01-352 7858

The Society Club

Donjon bur
Silver Street 
Doncaster 
Tel: 60763

Don Soolcy Welcomes You 
To The Gayest Night Spot 
In The North With Over 

1200 Members.

Mon - Sat 9pm - 2am 
Cabaret Fridays

Soundtracks
Unlimited
The No 1 Shop In London.

For Shows -  Nostalgia
Soundtracks And
All Of Those Unusual Albums
That Are Hard To Find.
Now In Stock:-
God Save The Queens - Sandy Brown 
The Singer - Liza Minnelli 
Joel Grey At The Empire Room 
And Many More From

Soundtracks Unlimited 
Harlequin Records 
60 Dean Street 
London W1.



RLM REVIEWS 17

Elusive Success

Arthur Lowe and Rachel Roberts dictating.

OH LUCKY MAN! Director; Lindsay 
Anderson. Script: David Sherwin. Music:
Alan Price. Stars: Malcolm McDowell, Ralph 
Richardson, Arthur Lowe, Dandy Nichols, 
Rachel Roberts, Mona Washbourne, Graham 
Crowden. Distributor: Columbia-Warner.

Once in a while a movie comes along that 
blows your mind so sky high that you emerge 
stunned, zombie-like at the end, sure that 
your image of the world has been finally 
shattered or fulfilled. Oh Lucky Man in the 
company of Billy Jack, Billy Liar, The Go- 
between and Sunday Bloody Sunday had 
that effect on me. An epic satirical tract on 
the English civilisation, lifestyle, rot inducing 
culture; o f a young man in search of that 
magic sparkling purple ball - success, in our 
supposedly crumbling, but always alive 
diarchy, composed of on one side, politicians 
and on the other the blue blooded wealth, 
with the Police and the Army sliding into 
whatever niche is most comfortable.

The film is based on a scenario McDowell 
wrote of his own life and expands on his 
goonish images as a travelling salesman for 
imperial Coffee*, to create a bitter, horrific^

often funny, amoral expose of a journey; 
through Northern life, big business, British 
justice, politics etc. The episodes are linked 
by Alan Price’s poignant lyrics: -

t4We all want justice but you’ve got to 
have money to buy it -  Only a fool would
close his eyes and deny i t __

On and on and on and on we go, round the 
world in circles turning, gaining what we 
can.”

As the song’s lyrics emphasise the 
simplicity of corruption, the dialogue, 
vitriolic in the extreme, presents the insanity. 
Sir Ralph Richardson as a steely business
man, when confronted by a crazed Scottish 
professor, whose invention he’s misused, 
comments “Give him a barley wine and two 
valium.”

Oh Lucky Man is a difficult movie to 
describe or criticise with its numerous plots 
and ideas which are going to shatter every
one in a different way, constructively. It is 
an amazing nihilism of our basic beliefs, 
which anyone who ever goes to the cinema 
can’t afford to miss.

David Seligman

Nostalgia lb  Nausea
THAT’LL BE THE DAY (Anglo-EMI) takes 
a charming backward glance to late 1950s 
adolescence through the eyes of Jimmy 
Mclaine (David Essex), one of the period’s 
unsettled lads, who tries attending deck 
chairs, looking after his mum’s shop, sexual 
promiscuity, and working in a holiday camp 
and fun fair (amusingly with Ringo Starr). 
Eventually he plumps for pop music.

Although he’s not a particularly 
honourable lad, it’s a slightly whimsical tale 
as he drifts entertainingly, but rather too 
easily to be true through life (script by Ray 
Conolly). I liked the film best when it was 
observing the dress and mannerisms of the 
period, and this was when Gaude Whatham’s 
deft, light and skilful direction really came 
to the fore.

It was nice to see Billy Fury again as 
Rocky Storm, leader of a holiday camp pop 
group, dare I say, looking as beautiful as 
ever.

Touring with That’ll Be The Day is 
RADIO WONDERLAND, a remarkably 
candid look at the life/work style and moral 
attitudes of Radio One disc jockeys. Alan 
Freeman alone, emerges as reasonably 
likable. Very perceptive -  recommended.
THE TRAIN ROBBERS (Columbia-Warner), 
written and directed by Burt Kennedy with a 
rousing musical score by Dominic Frontiere, 
is an enjoyable, relaxing western with ‘Duke’ 
Wayne, Ben Johnson, Rod Taylor, Bobby 
Vinton and a busty Ann Margaret, who go 
on a daredevil trip across the Mexican border 
in search of gold and a reward. Nostalgic men 
of old spirit, they survive all, including a 
heavy gun attack from 20 men or more.
Ann Margaret emerges without a finger 
being laid on her, only to double-cross her 
mentors; expansive shots o f beautiful 
scenery abound.

Generally underestimated, Kennedy is one 
of the best directors of westerns around, 
and in this movie his parodies of the styles 
of Ford and Leone come off with spectacular 
success. Connoisseurs of the genre shouldn’t 
miss it.

TOM SAWYER (United Artists) directed by 
Don Taylor. I’m very fond of cinematic 
extremes. Just as I love the shattering reality 
of Oh Lucky Man, I’m a sucker for the 
schmaltzy musical like Tom Sawyer. Although 
the characters in this new version of Twain’s 
classic are fairly authentic, the narrative 
meanders somewhat, but maintains Twain’s 
spirit in never taking itself very seriously, 
while the serious sequences remain credible.

Tom Sawyer is a truant in a curiously all- 
white American Deep South, who prefers 
fishing and swimming amidst everlasting 
sunshine and beautiful scenery to going to 
school. Don Taylor directs with a humourous 
verve and an obvious affection for the 
ebullience of childhood fantasies and ad
ventures. The children, particularly Johnny 
Whitaker as Tom Sawyer, give cynically 
virtuoso performances as earnest sun
drenched innocents. They must all be the 
children of Beverly Hills divorcees. I enjoyed 
it immensely.

TIFFANY JONES (Hemdale) directed by 
Peter Walker in a style clumsily akin to a 
Carry On, is about a large, uniformed presi
dent of an Eastern European communist 
country, Eric Pohlmann of course, who falls 
in love with dolly London model (Anouska 
Hempel) after seeing her picture in a news
paper. He comes to London to seduce her* 
and they quickly become involved with 
plots on his life and position. Coups and 
counterplots abound, with revolutionaries 
and a deposed king dragging up’to disguise 
their identity etc.

The situation is ripe for parody and 
deliberate bad acting of a script seemingly 
borrowed from at least ten other Films, but 
unfortunately the cast and director have 
plumped for an attempt at straight comedy, 
whose single gem is Bill Kerr as one o f the 
American arms dealers, made to look like 
George C. Scott in Patton, he provides a 
smile or two.

David Seligman

Ludwig II of Bavaria 
by Wilfrid Blunt
Born into the oldest ruling dynasty in Europe, Ludwig was no 
ordinary king. He turned his back on affairs o f state, his wife and 
ministers, and devoted his life - and the Bavarian treasury - to the 
construction o f a world o f escapist fantasy.
He built a series o f fabulous castles with gorgeously decorated 
interiors and surrounded himself with his favourites - actors, 
musicians and cavalrymen - to avoid the responsibilities and 
tedium of the real world.
Regardless of opinion, he patronized the struggling composer 
Wagner and came to idolize him, calling him ‘Godlike’, ‘my 
beloved Friend’.
In 1886 he was declared insane and deposed. His excesses could not 
be afforded or tolerated.
In this lavishly illustrated biography Wilfrid Blunt has skilfully 
portrayed the fantastic world o f a strange and misunderstood king.
Now published by Penguin £2.00
This title is available from your bookshop or, in case o f difficulty, can be ordered 
by post from J. Barnicoat, PO Box 11, Falmouth, Cornwall. Please enclose £2.00 

[ plus 15p per copy for postage.
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Love Knoweth

No Laws*
The editors reserve the right to 
refuse or amend any advertisement 
without giving a reason. Ato refunds 
can be made on unacceptable 
advertisements. No advertisement 
intended or appearing to intend 
to solicit for sexual purposes 
will be accepted. Advertisements 
are accepted on the understanding 
that they are submitted by 
persons over 21 years o f age.

# Chaucer

REPLIES TO BOX ADS. When replying 
to e box ed(s) piece it in en envelope 
end attach, not stick, a 3p stamp to It 
Then place inside e larger envelope end 
send it to GAY NEWS BOX REPLIES. 
Basement. 34d Redciiffe Square. London 
SW10. The letters ALA after an ad 
denote ALL LETTERS ANSWERED. 
WHEN WRITING your personal ads, it 
would help those wishing to reply, if 
you mentioned in which area you live.

Personal Ads
Architect, late 40s, motoring to south 
of France (27th May- 10th June) to 
watch Monaco Grand Prix, offers free 
trip to young friendly guy 21-30.
Reply with present resume, photo and 
phone no. Box 22/1 
Manchester Ex-sailor, active late 40s, 
seeks non-effeminate friend 21-35.
Under 5'9" preferred. Photo and full 
details please. ALA Box 22/3 
Actor 25, good looking, well built, 
seeks similar friends to 35. Photo and 
phone number please. London. Box 
22/4
Young bachelor, London, hoping buy 
country property, wishes contact 
another prepared to drive 100 miles 
from London weekends etc. Return 
hospitality. Photo appreciated 
(returned). Box 22/5 
Young man (over 21) London, good 
appearance, attractive, well built, 
sincere, reliable, seeks another for 
lasting friendship London area, all 
letters with photo answered. Mine 
returned with yours. Box 22/6 
Italy this summer. Two guys required 
to share cost of Green Marina 
travelling to Florence and Adriatic 
coast. Leaving Southampton July 19, 
returning August 19. Box 22/7 
South Mancester gay 28, discreet, not 
camp, kinky or effeminate. Various 
interests include classical music, seeks 
same or younger (over 21) for corres
pondence and friendship. Preferably 
in country areas. Photo appreciated.
Box 22/8
Jersey. 24, seeks genuine long lasting 
friendship with active, sincere, non
effeminate chap age 25 to 35. Photo 
aporeciated. Box 22/9 
Bachelor 50 seeks young friend (over 
21) view to sharing his modest home 
in Kent. Me, tall, slim, sincere, you 
possibly likewise. Your photo if you 
like, will return same. ALA. Box 22/22

COMMERCIAL ADS: 7p a word. 
No Box Number service available. 
NON-COMMERCIAL ADS: 3p a 
word. Box Numbers 50p. 
PERSONAL ADS: 3p a word. Box 

.Numbers 50p.
SEMI-DISPLAY (Boxed Classified) 
£1.50 extra
All information listings are free. 
ALL ADS MUST BE PREPAID. 
DISPLAY AD RATES -  prices 
quoted on request.

Middle weight with London pad would 
like to meet hirsute heavyweight. Box 
22/ 10.
Lancashire. Two young persons 
interested leather/denim, wish to meet 
others of similar interest, over 21. ALA 
photo if possible. Box 22/11 
And now for something Completely 
different. 21 year old bus enthusiast 
would like to hear from others in 
London area. Box 22/12.
Normal type gay guy 21 seeks similar 
21-35. particularly French or German. 
Write Richard Box 22/13 
Fun loving 42, dark Scot, would like 
to hear from ordinary guys any age 
(over 21) who look like guys not birds! 
Car, so can travel. ALA. Photo returned 
Box 22/14
Leather boy 23 seeks tough but 
friendly Rockers or Hells Angels 
21-25. Only letters with photos 
answered. Box 22/15 
Two males 21 and 26 seek similar 
(over 21) to join them for weekends 
in Hampshire. Photos please. ALA.
Box 22/16
Well built 22 North London, interested 
in music, animal behaviour, gymnastics, 
travel, seeks similar non-effeminate 
guy (21-24). ALA. Box 22/17 
West Midlands. Good looking guy 29, 
with slim physique, seeks active male 
21-35 interested in leather/denim. 
Photograph appreciated. Box 22/18 
Slim young guy, 24, would like to 
share older man's place London 
(possible medical man). Absolute 
discretion assured -  object companion
ship. Box 22/19
Birmingham gay (40s), slim, would 
like to meet another gay over 21 for 
sincere friendship. Box 22/20 
Young man over 21, slim and muscular, 
seeks others for friendship. Wrestling 
fan. Photos exchanged, London. Box 
22/21
Pristine intellectual (23) aspires 
practical marriage to gay lady. Get 
there together, in grand independent 
manner. Painstaking correspondence 
worthwhile with mutual resolve. Box 
22/23
Male (21), good looking, brown hair, 
moustache, would like to hear from 
masculine males, with view to lasting 
relationship. Midlands and Northern 
area. Photo please. Box 22/24 
Sweet gay girl seeks gay friend (girl). 
Would prefer in medical profession, but 
not essential. All letters will be 
answered. Box 22/25 
Active intelligent Christian professional 
man with comfortable South London 
home, seeks affectionate gentle friend 
of integrity (over 21) Box 22/26 
London gay (29) interested body
building and denim, wishes to meet 
others 25-35. Photo appreciated. Box 
22/27
Disabled bachelor seeks correspondence/ 
friendship with similar. Somerset 
based but fairly mobile. Box 22/28 
Leather guy seeks additional active 
friends 30-40, South London. Box 
22/29
Why not try legitimate modelling? 
Personal prints done free. Box 22/30 
Masculine executive (35) world wide 
traveller, wants companion (21) for 
sincere permanent relationship. Any 
race of background OK. Box 22/34. 
Homosexual? Need help? Send sae to 
Confidential Friend, CHE, PO Box 
171, Bristol, BS88 7ND 
Young guy (23) good looking, 5'8" 
tall, likes pop music and clothes, who 
has a car and likes going places, 
holidaying, would very much like to 
meet younger (over 21) good looking 
effeminate guy London/Essex area. 
ALA. Dhoto if possible. Box 22/38 
Leather guy 29 seeks friendship with 
other guys in the leather set (over 21), 
London area. ALA. Photo please. Box 
22/35

Bournemouth area: Friends wanted by 
denim/leather guy buying Honda.
Keen on driving and mudlarking. Box 
22/36
Gravesend. Young gay with wife and 
baby seeks friendship with other 
married gays In Gravesend area. Box 
22/37
26 and still inexperienced. I'm looking 
for someone slim, 21-26 to discover 
life with. I'm half English half French 
and half lonely. 6' and handsomeish. 
Photo please. ALA, SW London.
Box 22/39
Gay girl hitching/camping Europe, 
would like an attractive girl companion. 
Would consider flat sharing after trip. 
Box 22/40.
Masculine type 38, slim 5'9", in
terested tennis, dinghy sailing, walking. 
MGB owner, resident WR Yorkshire, 
seeks guys preferably in 30s with 
similar interests living vicinity Leeds/ 
Bradford or nearish. Box 22/41 
Gay male 29 shortly moving to 
Ilfracombe, Devon, wishes to hear 
from similar males over 21 in N Devon 
Varied interests; photo appreciated. 
Zephyr, 2 Gold Street, Longton.
Stoke on Trent.
Guy 25 seeks hirsute, non-effeminate 
friends. Swimming enthusiasts. Photo 
appreciated and exchanged -  Shrop- 
shire/West Midlands area. Box 22/42 
Shy guy 27 seeks similar for genuine 
friendship South Manchester. Box 
22/43
Mala 36 seeks young male companion 
over 21, North London area, (own pad) 
Photos appreciated. ALA. Box 22/44 
Wanted books -  Song of the Loon and 
Song of Aron. Write and State price.
Box 22/45
Female 34 living with parents in 
South London, inexperienced, seeks 
loving lasting friendship with another 
woman. Box 22/46
27 year old tallslim guy, shy but 
reliable and adaptable, seeks attractive, 
sincere guy 21-30 to form permanent 
loving relationship. I live in London. 
What interests you interests me. Photo 
please. ALA. Box 22/47
Lonely Welshman 25, active and varied 
interests would like friends. Box 
22/48
Non-fern male. West London, seeks 
similar 25-30 gay. Weekends, holidays, 
camping, touring. Box 22/49 
Gay girl S Walts wishes friendship 
similar. ALA Box 22/50 
Two gay men would like to entertain 
at their Bournemouth home, gay 
students over 21 in the area -  music, 
drink. Box 22/51
Artistic youth over 21? Write Box
22/52
Young man 23, slim, attractive, of 
independent means, enjoys music, the 
arts, good living; seeks sophisticated 
professional man over 30 with good 
home in London. In return a genuine, 
warm permanent relationship offered. 
ALA Box 22/53
Manchester area. Lonely generous guy
25, wishes to meet nice guy 21-25 
years old for sincere friendship. Photo 
appreciated. ALA Box 22/54 
Young, beautiful, gay, lonely (over 
21) — of you want a sincere and 
lasting relationship, write now with 
photo to Box 22/55 
Johannesburg, South Africa -  I will 
be visiting late June and would 
appreciate information, introductions 
and anv advice. Box 22/56
Young London gay (well over 21) 
seeks sincere and lasting relationship 
with non-hairy and beautiful young 
boy (over 21). Photo helps. Box 22/58 
Amateur pianist would welcome instru
mental ist(s) wanting to play sonatas 
and chamber music. London Box 
22/64
26, Londoner, sensitive, intelligent but 
dependent Chinese, well travelled and 
varied background seeks new friends 
over 21. Photo if possible. Box 22/65 
London guy (20's) seeks other well 
built denim or leather friends 21-29. 
Photo essential please. Skinhead types 
welcome. Just write now Box 22/66 
Male (28) heavy build, own transport, 
house etc, fairly well off requires 
young masculine friend over 21. Box 
22/69

Personal and Classified Ads Form
i invert in-the next resue 
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Pub-crawler with car seeks drinking 
companions, Chichester, Portsmouth, 
Southampton areas. Box 22/67 
Young body builder, keen trainer, 
would like to meet other keen body 
builders over 21. Box 22/68 
Active 55-year-old bisexual living 
Leicestershire, interests motoring, 
wining, dining, wishes to meet friends 
same age or younger (over 21). Car 
owner so can travel. Box 22/70. 
Midlands, but oftan in London, 28, 
slim, fair, wishes to correspond/meet 
active hirsute males over 21 with way- 
out interests. Photo please. Box 22/71. 
Young man (27) living in Sussex, 
nothing great in the looks department, 
but 100% genuine, seeks someone 
active in the same age group to have a 
steady relationship. Photo appreciated. 
No one-night stands please. ALA Box 
22/72
Gay male couple (26 and 28) seek 
other gays (single or affair) similar 
age or younger (but over 21) for 
friendship, visits, etc. Photo appreciated 
Box 22/73
Active professional man (mid-fifties) 
residing London and Essex, seeks 
young (over 21) sincere and intelligent 
friend prepared to share way of life. 
Photo appreciated. Genuine replies 
only. Box 22/74
Sheffield GaySoc members. Missing 
you terribly, but nevertheless enjoying 
London. Ian. are we having straw
berries on your birthday? If I play 
rugby, will Billy love me? Looking 
forward to the 19th. Love Tony.
Early thirties, slim, hairy, goodlooking, 
seeks young friends in London (over 
21) interested in politics, rock or 
cinema and nice people. Photos 
exchanged. Box 22/75 
Londoner, active, affectionate, mature, 
intelligent. Own house central position. 
Strongly wishes permanent friendship 
with sincere Oriental male. Box 22/76 
Anyone touring Germany week 18th 
August, Gay scene, and has seat 
available, contact box 22/77 
Quiet Londoner 45. seeks West Indian 
partner, over 35, for stable, affec
tionate relationship. Looks unimpor
tant. Left wing outlook preferred.
ALA. Box 22/80
Young man (23) would like to meet 
sincere new friends (over 21) Coventry 
area. ALA. Box 22/81 
Gay North Londoner 46 would like to 
feel the spring buds bursting out all 
over. Offers welcomed from over 
thirties. Compliments can be returned. 
Box 22/82.
Wanted to purchase studio posed 
photographs of boys in football gear. 
Price, samples etc to box 22/83 
Can anybody help me. I am 25 and 
want to take up serious body building 
before I go completely to seed. Is 
there anyone who would give me 
serious training. Only genuine replies 
please. Box 22/84
Transvestite, elderly, intelligent, desires 
correspondence with others, like- 
minded. Box 22/85
Young blonde 25 Canadian seeks active 
male (over 21) for friendship. Have 
pad. Box 22/86
Slim, good looking active male (26) 
seeks attractive younger guy (over 21) 
for easygoing relationship. Recent 
photo please. Box 22/87 
Attractive active 35 would like meet/ 
write genuine effeminate boy (over 
21) view to deeper relationship.
Sincere offer. Photos exchanged. ALA. 
London/Southampton area. Box 22/88 
Attractive young man 23, interests: 
music, cinema, theatre, unable to find 
sincerity and real love in pubs, clubs. 
Would like to meet someone 21-25, 
active who could provide this, with 
view to lasting relationship. Photo 
please. London ALA. Box 22/93 
Trendy guy, 36, established position 
seeks fun and friendship with similar 
sophisticates, slender boyish figure, 
sense of humour, fun loving but not 
camp. Central London. Photo exchange 
essential. Box 22/94

Holidays
Gay rave. Two young single guys, one 
driver preferred, needed to make up 
party on cheap motor caravan trip, 
travelling via Madrid, Malaga, to some
where in Morroco. Phone John 
01-622 1319
Travelling New York and Washington 
early September. Does anyone have a 
friend whowould be prepared to accept 
paying guest for approx 1 week. I am 
26 years old and interested in body 
building anckmusic. Like to meet 
similar. Box 22/59 
Sutton Coldfield gent 33, interested 
camping weekedns, touring. Box 
22/60

ADDRESS

Accommodation
■ West End accommodation. Quiet
■ professional man over 28 (non smoker) 
Z to share CHE member's comfortable
■ home. Own rooms, £19 per week; excl
■ references. Write with phone number to S Box 22/3?5 Birmingham area. Two gay boys (over
■ 21) newly arrived here would love 
2 flat or room, or other boys over 21
■ to share flat. Alan Peill, 23 Radnor 2 Road. Handsworth, B20 3SP

Luton area. Non-effeminate gay man 
to share furnished flat; colour TV.
Own transport an advantage. Approx 
£7 weekly inclusive. Box 22/33 
Room tor young male/female in 
modern flat, centre Nottingham. Low 
rent. Write with photo please. John 
Martin, 4 Villa Rd.
Country weekends/holidays. Country 
retreat near Bath/M4 offers full board. 
Beautiful regency house in peaceful 
setting. Spacious double rooms. Good 
food. Trains met. Phone 022-16 3299. 
Emergency pad available. For 21 year 
olds or over. Sorry, no effeminate/ 
camp. Legitimate financial assistance 
possible for those in need. Ring 
01-691 0733
Cottage to let. Sleeps 4. Write M Davis, 
Seagate Cottage, Wheelers Bay,
Ventnor IOW
New all male gay guest house. Send for 
brochure (20p) to Norton House,
17 Livingstone Rd, Southsea, Hants. 
Bachelor 30, civil servant, seeks flat 
mate. 30-35 age group. Own room in 
modestly furnished s/c flat Brockley, 
South-East London. Strictly business 
relationship. Box 22/61 
Whirr, click -  almost human computer 
engineer requires accommodation in 
Hanworth, Feltham or Hounslow area 
from 26th May. Phone Geoff Coupe 
01-898 3541 Tues-Fri 8-6pm. End of 
transmission.
Ilford Gay flat. Two young guys have 
vacancy for suitable young man under 
30. Must not be camp. No ties. Own 
bedroom. Available from 1st June.
Apply Box 22/91
Fulham, 5 mins U Station. Quiet
warm room in Maisonette. CH & CHW
No strings. Suit studious tenant. Box
22/92
South London is not impossible to 
live in, especially with a good gay 
crowd. Double bedroom in shared flat. 
Tim or Stu 01 -673 8344 
Nice guy, 25-30ish to share SW2 s/c 
flat with responsible 23 year old.
Share in lease offered. If you would 
like more details, ring me. Mike,
01-734 9775 office hours.

Employment
Very good looking boy 21, seeks 
interesting, legal weekend work. Write 
Mr Wood, 89 Onslow Gardens, SW7.
Flat 7.
Gay guy to run snack bar in Blackpool. 
29a Granville Rd, Blackpool.
Young man (28) would like to get a 
loan of £200; would do legitimate 
work at night to pay back, or will pay 
£5 a week. Box 22/31 
Young man wanted as man Friday to 
semi-retired business man in moderate 
health. Part time in Madeira, rest East 
Anglia. Write fully stating all talents 
and interests. References required and 
given. ALA. Box 22/102 
Experienced bar cellarman required 
for gay city pub, able to take control 
of stock and part time staff. Box 
22/62.
Young and attractive models over 21 
wanted for legitimate physique 
modelling. No hairy types. Photo and 
personal details to Box 22/63
Unfairly dismissed artist, middle 
thirties, seeks employment. Leanings 
to entertainment. Box 22/78 
Very beautiful boy, pretty face, tall, 
slim, good personality wants work. 
Boutique, model, club. Or would 
someone allow me to share their 
London flat with them whilst 
looking for legitimate work? Box 22/79 
Attractive and experienced 28 year old 
Englishman seeks occasional legitimate 
work with modelling/escort/massage 
agency. Box 22/89 
A fairly good looking young man is 
required to act as barman in pub near 
London .with "gay" atmosphere. 
Applicant, who should not be too 
camp-looking, need not possess 
experience, but must be clean, honest 
and not afraid of reasonably hard 
work. First-class accommodation 
provided and opportunities exist for 
promotion. Consideration would be 
given to refunding fare if applicant is 
presently living a long distance away. 
Write with all details and if possible a 
recent photograph. Box 22/90 
Director required for employment/ 
accommodation agency. Capital at 
least £500 required. Also wanted 
urgently, first and second chef, 
chauffeur for country club Surrey and 
London hotel. Smart manly appear
ance essential. Excellent salary and 
accommodaton provided. Also required 
barmen, salesmen, clerks and other 
staff. Tailoring apprentice 16, for 
West End workroom. Excellent 
training provided, might suit Indian/ 
Oriental. Part time (evening) book
keeper required. Import/Export 
expert required for occasional evening 
work. No salary but generous share of 
profits. Landlords and employers, let's 
have details of your vacancies. Bedsit 
now available London. 5 bedroomed 
maisonette available Brighton from 
August -  would suit students. Write 
Peter Huntington, 19 Newport Court. 
Leicester Square. London WC2.



Classified Ads
Folk groups/singers, please con
tact Ernie, The Pan Club, 52-54 
Bute Street, Luton, Beds.
Are you an ordinary man or 
woman in every other way? Try 
GAITIES -  the gay match-makinc, 
bureau. Rosalind King, Box 40, 
Harrow, Middx. HA1 3SL 
The exclusive ADAMS GUEST 
HOUSE invites you to spend your 
short or long holidays in pictu
resque, tolerant surroundings.
Strict privacy and every comfort 
for your particular needs assured. 
Write now to MARK-SPITZ-CLUB 
"Europa", Hans Burlein, 8602 
Burgwindheim, Jagdhaus, Germany. 
"Psychiatry and the Homosexual"
— available from Andrew Hodges, 
c/o 2 Thane Mansions, Thane 
Villas, London N7.
What the hell's this Link that's 
been missing too long?
Gay Nude Boys/Men Mags!!!
"Cain Leather" "Tsar" £1.50 
each. "Just Kids" £2.50. 10" 
vibrators £2.00. Lists SAE.
Johnny: BM/FBGH, London 
WC1V6XX
Gay Guys; Gay Gals. Start your 
own private collection now. P O 
to L QUI. The most action packed 
P Photos beautifully repro colour
— BW 8"x6". 16 for £1 postage 
paid. Van-Dyke. L Qui, Van- 
Hogendorpstraat 4, Den Haag, 
Holland.
Tricky Dicky Dance.
Queens Hotel, Westcliff-On-Sea, 
Essex. Friday 4th May. Licensed. 
10pm - 2am.
Experienced young qualified
masseur visits home/hotel. Genuine 
service for massage only.
01-370 6506
Soothe away those aches and pains. 
Qualified masseur visits, genuine 
only. 01-373 6614.
Massage offered by male negro 
(the Clarke system). Own acco
mmodation offered if needed. 
Genuine massge only. Phone 
402-5840 between 10 am -7 pm. 
Leather wear. "If it's made of 
leather — we make it." Send 40p 
for catalogue of unusual leather 
wear and photo sets of models.
Boy Studio, 44 Earls Court Rd., 
London W8
Gaiety Box Revue: Lee Stevens,
Mrs Shufflewick, Marc Fleming,
Ford 8t Sheen, Steve Nelson, Les 
Gaiety Boys. Tues 24th to Sat 
5th May, Surrey Hall Theatre, 
Stockwell, SW4. Phone enquiries 
to 01-286 9671.
Indian love beads 15p, bangles 3 
for 18p, Incense sticks 20p for 
100. ELEKTRA, 26 Holbrook 
Lane, Coventry.
Dave Pepper — experienced 
qualified masseur with certificates 
to prove it. 01-834 4604 
Giy Party D^nce. Saturday 5th May. 
Kings Arms, 213 Bishopsgate, EC1. 
(upstairs room) Tricky Dicky Show
— Mime Impersonations plus Disco. 
8.30 -11pm.
Unusual Toy's, Gift's and 
Zodiac Patches. Also Electric 
Yo-Yo's. Contact Marcy 
01-348 3140.
Your personal B/W 35mm film pro
cessed and developed in confidence 
at very cheap rates — Black Box, 15 
Hope Street, Glasgow G26 AB.
Tel: 041-221 4750

Gay Announcement! 
"ADAM 73" A Magazine You 
Shouldn't Be Without! Details 
Will Appear In Gay News Soon!J WANTED. Goodlooking Guys To 
Join Our Model Team! Send 
Photograph/s And Details To:- 
Editor, C.H. Designs, 243 Regent 
Street, London, W.I.R. 8PN.

Are You An "ADAM 73" Reader ?

WANTED. STREET SELLERS to 
sell, you guessed it, GAY NEWS.
Fun way of making extra cash.

ADS&INFORMATDN
Come as Queen Of The May to 
Sappho Disco. Saturday 5th May 
8pm, Upstairs room, Euston 
Tavern, Judd St/Euston Rd, NW1. 
Opposite St Pancras Station. Bar 
extension. Prizes. Admission 50p, 
Card carrying CHE members very 
welcome.
FAG FUND. It would help our petty 
cash situation if you could send us 
your ciggy coupons . .. ta, my dears.

Information
This corner is really a long list — of 
places, people you might like to know 
about or one day need. We can, of 
course, only publish the information 
that is sent in to u s . ________
Bath Gay Awareness Group meets 
Thursdays 8pm. Info from John —
Bath 20105 or Hugh -  Bath 4738. 
Sheffield Gaysoc embraces CHE, GLF 
— and those who don't go in for 
organisations too for discussions, 
campaigns and exciting social activities. 
Not just for the university, but for all 
gay, bi and sympathetic women and 
men at educational institutions in the 
area. Write to us via Societies Pigeon
holes, Students Union. The University, 
Western Bank, Sheffield 10.
READING GAY ALLIANCE regular 
disco and social counselling, quiet 
meetings, public meetings and action. 
Town and University. SAE for News- 
sheet. Room 7, 30 London Road, 
READING.
Alternative Free Library needs dona
tions of radical/liberated Gay Papers 
and Magazines, ESPECIALLY back 
issues. Please write Geoffrey Leigh, 30 
Woodside. Wimbledon, London 
SW19 7AW.
Harrow Gay Unity For details phone 
Janie at 863 1184 or Alex at 864 2291. 
Meets on Mondays.
Southampton Area: Gay men and 
women welcome to new group. Details 
from Ken, Romsey 512959 
Bristol Gay Students Society -  for all 
young people, male and female. Regular 
meetings, social events, guest speakers, 
theatre visits, awareness groups. Write 
to Trevor Locke. Gay Students Soc, 
University of Bristol Union, Queens 
Road. Bristol BS8 1LN for a prog
ramme of events. Tel: Bristol 35035.
Social group for homosexual men and 
women meeting in London — weekends 
in East End, mid-week in various small 
groups. Come and make new friends in 
congenial surroundings. Write for details 
to SK group, c/o Albany Trust, 32 
Shaftesbury Ave, W1.
CHALLENGE is a social group for gay 
women and men over 21. We have 
weekly meetings at 3 London branches 
and would be delighted if you would 
join us for a drink and a chat. Please 
telephone any evening between 7 and 
11. Dial 567 5085 and the operator 
will give you the number of the mem
ber of the evening. Do call us.
GAY MARXIST GROUP now forming. 
Politically committed homosexuals of 
both sexes welcome. Details:
01-794 3368.
SAPPHO meets every first Monday in 
the month at Euston Tavern, corner 
Judd Street/Euston Rd, London NW1, 
7.30 pm upstairs room. All women 
welcome. SAPPHO. 30p inc post for 
single copies from BCM/PETREL, 
LONDON WC1V 6XX,
Brighton Gay Soc meets weekly Con
tact Ray at Prighton 686939.
GAYSOC: for homosexual men and 
women in any school or college of 
London University - undergraduate, 
postgraduate or staff. Social, political 
and campaigning activities aimed at 
creating better conditions for gays 
within the university - then the world! 
Write (enclosing SAE please)
GAYSOC. ULU, Malet Street. WC1. 
Jewish Homophile Group welcomes 
new members of either sex. For further 
information please write to Timothy 
Goldard.BM-JHG.WC1 6XX.

Survey of the social position and 
attitudes of homosexuals to provide 
a factual basis for gay activism. Anyone 
interested particularly sociology 
students/lecturers contact Peter 
Tatchell. 29 Sinclair Gardens, London 
W14. Telephone 01 603 7153. 
Manchester Gay Women meet on alter
native Mondays. Details Liz Stanley, 
061-881 3683.
Help/lnformation/coffee at Bethnal 
Rouge, a bookshop run by a collective 
of gay people.248 Bethnal Green Road. 
London E2. Tube: Bethnal Green. Bus: 8 
Conference On The Family at Leeds 
Polytechnic May 12th & 13th. Organ
ised by Leeds Women's Lib. Info from 
Val Jones. 69 Bagby Rd. Leeds 2. Tele
phone Leeds 27777.
Fellowship in Christ the Liberator. 
Communion service 8pm, Sundays,
West Kensington. Details: FCL c/o 61 
Earls Court Square. London SW5.

Abortion, contraception, entertainment, 
transport.legal advice, jobs, alternative? 
Work, food, hitch-hiking, cheap fur
nishing, communications, shelter late 
night services, accommodation, free 
services, ad infinitum . .
Contact: Nutshell Information Service, 
Phone: Brimingham 772 2483; 24 hours 
every day. (Ask for Nutshell as we 
share a line with St Basil's Centre.) 
Homosexual Counselling and Parents' 
Enquiry. You or your son, daughter, 
parent or friend could be homosexual 
and may need help and understanding. 
Write for appointment to FRIEND 
Centre, Broadley Terrace, London NW1 
or telephone 01-402 6345 Mondays to 
Fridays 7.30 to 9.30 pm.
Leicester Gay Awareness Group, ring 
Leicester 738832. ask for Clive or John. 
Warwick Gay Soc has started. Meets 
every Tuesday 6pm in the Coffee Bar 
at the University. Contact Irwin Timms, 
60 Russell Terrace, Leamington Spa, 
or Jill Brown. H44. Rootes Hall. 
Manchester University Homophile 
Society — social events, campaigning - 
open to all - meets Thursdays. 8pm, 
meeting room 4, University Union, 
Oxford Road
Women's Liberation Workshop. 3
Shavers Place. London W1. Tel:
01-839 3918
“Gay Cambridge". a joint CHE/GLF 
group covering both the town and the 
university. Meets every fortnight, 
weekly in university term. Contact 
Bernard Greaves, 29 John Street, 
Cambridge. Phone Cambridge 52661. 
Oxford Gay Action Group meets every 
Sunday at 8pm in the Marlborough, St 
Thomas Street. Fortnightly discos at 
the Cape of Good Hope. The Plain. 
Oxford. Further info - Oxford 45301 
between 7pm and 8pm.
Gay girls meet on alternate Fridays 
7-10.30pm, Blue Anchor Hotel. St 
Mary's Street, Cardiff, upstairs room. 
REACH, a nationwide homophile 
group of members of Christian churches 
primarily concerned with campaigning 
within the churches and helping iso
lated homosexual Christians. Reach, 
c/o 27 Blackfriars St Manchester. 
Gayprints - Faggots and the Revolut
ion etc. has now moved to 66 Wood 
land Rise, Muswell Hill, London N10.

CAMPAIGN FOR 
HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY

There are over 70 local groups. For 
details and membership information, 
contact their offices at:- 
28 Kennedy Street. Manchester M2 
4BG. Telephone 061-228 1985, 
or 22 Great Windmill Street, London W1. 
Telephone 01-437 7363.(London Infor
mation Centre.open Mondays to 
Fridays noon to 10pm, Saturdays noon 
to 6pm. Closed Sundays.)
Tyneside CHE, 65 St Anselm Road.
Billy Mill, North Shields NE29 8BD.
Tel: North Shields 76454 Meetings 
alternate Tuesdays, social evenings 
every Monday.
Stepney: CHE group forming around 
this area and including the other parts 
of East London not catered for. For 
details ring Mike: 01-476 7980. 
Wandsworth/Richmond CHE group 
forming. Incorporating Fulham/ 
Wimbledon and fringe areas. Men AND 
women. We meet twice a month. Write 
to Charlie Micklewright, 46b Chartfield 
Ave, SW15.
Carlisle, Cumberland, the Lakes. Will 
anybody interested in joining a new 
group in this area please get in touch 
with Richard Webster, c/o Tyneside 
CHE. 17 Oxford Terrace. Gateshead 
NE8 IRQ.
CHE Cardiff now meets at Chapter Arts 
Centre. Market Street. Canton. Cardiff 
every other Monday (Nov 20th etc.)
Gay News will be on sale 
Streatham area — newly formed CHE 
group meets regularly. Details ian 
Clayton. 56 Hillbrook Rd, SW17.
YOUNG GAYS meet regularly in Lon 
don. The CHE Youth Group meets 
fortnightly around Central London. 
Details from Mike or Jim at 
01 385 7246
Homosexual Women: Find out more 
about CHE grouj)S from a women.
Every Tues 6pm to 10pm at 22 
Gt Windmill St. W1. Tel: 01 437 7363. 
New CHE groups have been formed 
in Lancaster and Preston. For details 
l)hone Lancaster 2750 and Preston 
59908
Newport CHE meets alternate Wednes
days Contact Chris Newjiort at 0633- 
65101

SCOTTISH MINORITIES 
GROUP

Postal enquiries SMG. 214 Clyde 
Street. Glasgow G1 4JZ.
For meetings in ABERDEEN and 
GLASGOW ring John Breslm 
(041-771 7600)
SMG Edinburgh (Women's Branch)
meets alternate Mondays 8pm in a 
hotel in central Edinburgh. Contact 
Convenor. SMG Edinburgh (Women's 
Branch), c/o V.O.C., 11 Colme St. 
Edinburgh EH3 6AG.

For meetings in EDINBURGH ring 
Mike Coulson (031-225 4395) between 
1pm and 10pm any day.
For meetings in DUNDEE ring Len 
McIntosh (0382-452433)

GAY LIBERATION 
FRONT •

London Gay Liberation Front is divided 
into local groups and there are over 40 
provincial groups. Full information from 
the London GLF office, at 5 Caledonian 
Road. N1. Telephone 01-8377174.
Gay Womens Lib (North London) 
meet at the Crown and Woolpack,
397 St Johns Street. EC1 (Angel Tube) 
8pm on Mondays.
West London GLF meets in the Com
mittee Room of Fulham's Town Hall, 
Fulham Broadway on Thursdays at 8pm 
South London GLF meets Thursdays 
at Minet Library. Knatchbull Road. 
Brixton.
York GLF now forming. Details from 
Bob Olorenshaw. A 113 Derwent 
College. University of York. Heslington 
York
Newcastle GLF meets Wednesdays 8pm 
at 258 Westgate Road, Newcastle 4 
TV and TS group meets T uesdays at 
All Saints Church vestry. Clydesdale 
Road. W11 at 8pm
East London GLF meets Thursdays at 
103 Market Street. East Ham E6 at 8pm 
Bristol Gay Awareness Gr oup. c/o 
Tony, 20D. West Mall. Clifton. Bristol. 
Tel 0272 32669.
Essex GLF University. Contact Brian 
Roberts, c/o Student Pidgeon Holes. 
University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park. 
Colchester.
Leeds GLF Liberation Office, 153 
Woodhouse Lane. Leeds 2. Tel:
0532 39071 ex 57. Meetings every 
Friday at 7.30pm.
Religious Gay Lib Group meets on 
Sundays. Details: 01-278 1701.
Sussex GLF meets Tuesdays 8 15 pm 
upstairs back bar Stanford Arms.
Preston Circus. Brighton. Official con
tact is Doug Coupe. 40 Ashford Road. 
Brighton, or phone Dave. Graham or 
Chris at Brighton 688301 or call in on 
us any time at 24 Gladstone Place. 
Sussex University Gay Soc meets from 
time to time. Contact through Students 
Union, University of Sussex, Falmer,
Nr. Briqhton
Manchester GLF. Details from John or 
Steve. 17 Claremont Grove, Didsbury. 
Manchester 20.
Birmingham GLF Contact address: 
Peace Centre, 18 Moor St. Queensway. 
Telephone 021 643 0996. Meetings 
Thursday 7.30prn.

Discos
DISCO First Sat of each month at the 
Ockl Sjiot Coffee House & Grill, Sir 
Simon's Arcade (behind T.S.B.). Lan
caster. Tel: 2750. 11pm to 4 am.
Bring a bottle. Gay News will be on 
sale.
West London GLF present discos at 
Fulham Town Hall. Harwood Rd, 
Fulham Broadway at 8pm on May 
22nd, May 29th.
Nightingale Club. 50 Camp Hill. 
Birmingham disco with Mike St John 
every Tuesday 10.30 to 2am.
South London GLF Disco every 
Monday except first Monday of the 
month. At The Crypt, St Matthews 
Church (oj)posite Town Hall. Brixton) 
BR/Tube. Buses 35. 37. 109. 59. 2. 3. 
Admission 15j>. Beer and sandwich bar. 
Love. Kisses, South London GLF. 
Reading Gay Alliance weekly social 
Wednesday, disco Saturday. Admission 
to each 20p (lOp students). Both at 
The Railway Tavern, Stanshawe Road, 
Reading. No membership.
Sussex GLF Disco every Friday 8-11 
pm at Stanford Arms. Preston Circus, 
Briqhton. Only 20p.
Oxford Gay Action Group: Weekly 
Discos 8pm on Fridays at The Cape 
of Good Hope. The Plain, Oxford. 
Leeds GLF Discos every fortnight. 
Contact their office for location. 
FATHER RED CAP 319 Camberwell 
Road,SE5 (Caml>erwell Green)
Tricky Dicky Boys only Disco on 
Thursdays and Sundays. Also mixed 
disco on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Girls only disco on Fridays.
DRAG MOBILE DISCOTHEQUE 
Tuesday nights - ROYAL OAK. 62 
Glenthorne Road. London W6.
KINGS ARMS Liverpool Street, (cor
ner of Pindar Street). Tube/B.R. Liv
erpool Street. Buses 8, 8a. 22, 6, 47, 
87. Dicks Inn every Monday 8-11pm 
Licensed. Tricky Dicky show on Sat
urday nights 8.30-1 Ijjm. Admission 
free, saloon bar disco. Impersona
tions. gay atmosjjhere. Gay News is 
on sale at all Tricky Dicky discos. 
ARABIAN public house, 234 Cam
bridge Heath Road. E2. Nearest tube 
Bethnal Green. 5 mins walk. Every 
Wednesday Dicks Inn 8.30-11pm 
Tricky Dicky Disco.

Drag & Cabaret
This is a list of some of the pubs in 
London that regularly have Drag Acts. 
Information of out of London pubs 
featuring drag will be added to this list 
as we receive it. So if your local has 
something good happening at it, let 
us know: and that goes for you land
lords as well.
THE ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN 
"the London Palladium of Drag''. 372 
Kennington Lane. Vauxhall X,SE11. 
Drag 7 nights a week and Fri, Sat. Sun 
& Mon Lunchtimes, featuring Lee Paris, 
Bow. Rae-Chell, Lola. Derek Rees and 
others. All lunchtime parties catered 
for. Tel: 735-1919.
ROYAL OAK, 62 Glenthorne Road,
W6 (Hammersmith). Drag every night. 
Regular artistes including Mr Jean 
Fredericks.
ELEPHANT & CASTLE, South Lam
beth Place. SW8 (Vauxhall). Drag 
every night except Tuesdays. Regular
compere Jackie.
THE NEW BLACK CAP. 171 Camden 
High Street. NW1 (Camden Town tube) 
Drag every night with Tony Page.
Mon. Thurs. Sat with Marc Fleming.
Tues with Sandy Graham.
Wed with New Dumbelles.
Fri with Nicky Young.
Sunday (lunch) with Marc Fleming 
and Mrs Shufflewick.
Sunday (evening) with Perri St Clare 
or Sandy Graham.
Alan McGorrin is Gay News's super 
salesman at The Black Cap. Be nice to 
him, he works very hard.
Father Red Cap, 319 Camberwell Road. 
SE5 (Camberwell Green)
PALACE OF DRAG -  Drag every 
night.

The following artistes are proud to 
announce they are appearing at the 
Father Red Cap: Lee Paris. Tammy. 
Colin Cordell. Alvis & Odell, Lee Tracy 
and Len Morton.
THE CRICKETERS. Battersea Park 
Road. SW11. (BR Battersea Park) 
Sun-Wed Fri-Artistes include Troll- 
ettes. Honey, Lee Stevens. Derek Rees, 
Perry St Claire.
Mon-Drag disdo, dancing. Tues-Jazz 
Band. Thurs-Talent Night. Sat-Sing- 
along, dancing.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 309 Harrow Rd 
(Westbourne Park) Drag on Wednesday 
and Sunday (lunch and eve).
PROVINCIAL DRAG AND 
CABARET
PAN CLUB. 52-54 Bute St. Luton.
May 4th: The vocal gymnastics of 
Doreen Bartlet and Adrian Wells.
May 11th: Billy Carrol.
May 28th (Spring Bank Holiday 
Monday): Jean Fredericks.

Gay Pubs
THE QUEENS HEAD. Tryon Street (of! 
Kings Road, London SW3.
WILLIAM IV. Heath Street. Hamp
stead NW3. Hampstead tube.
THE SALISBURY. St Martins Lane. 
Near to Trafalgar Square and Leicester 
Square tubes.
THE CHAMPION, Bayswater Road. 
Nearest tube is Netting Hill Gate.
THE BOLTONS and THE COLEHERNE 
are opposite each o\her at the junction 
of Earls Court Road and Old Brompton 
Earls Court tube.
THE SHIP AND WHALE 2 Gulliver 
Street, SE 16.
THE GREEN ROOM. The Wheatsheaf 
Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush.

Provincial Information and Friendly 
Outlets are on back page.
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Provincial Info
IPSWICH: The Sea Horse Inn. (Young 
crowd, occasional drag)
SOUTHPORT: Queens, Promenade, 
ballroom bar. Gays welcomed by 
'Louise'. TheBaron's Bar' of the 
'Scarisbrick', Lord Street.
STRATFORD ON AVON: The Queens 
Head. Ely Street.
BOURNEMOUTH: Club: White 
Rabbit. Side Entrance, 140 Commer
cial Road. Open 9pm to 2am.
NEWPORT (MON): The Kings Head 
Hotel (Lounge Bar), High Street, opp. 
station.
Pub: The Waterloo, Commercial St,
(by the dock gates).
ST ALBANS: Pub: The Boot.
BURNLEY: Pub: The Cross Keys. 
LANCASTER: Pub: Farmers Arms,
King Street, "Landlord pro gay". 
SCARBOROUGH: Pub: The Cliff Inn, 
Huntriss Row. Hotel: The Granby, 1 
Queen Street, reasonably priced 
private gay hotel.
BATH: Pub: The Regency (opposite 
Theatre Royal). Club: Georges Club. 
CHELTENHAM: New Twenty Club,
20 High Street, Telephone 25821. 
PLYMOUTH: Pubs: The Lockyer. 
Derry's Clock, Lockyer Street (Oak 
Lounge — Back B8r). The Phoenix, off 
Union Street. The Valletort. 
NEWCASTLE: Pubs: Eldon Grill 
(Variety Bar) opposite Grey's Monu
ment, Grey Street. Royal Turks Head 
(Red Rover Bar), Grey Street. Grapes 
Vaults, Grey Street. Royal Court Grill, 
Bigg Market (rough). Chancellors 
Head, Bigg Market. County Hotel 
(Nancy's Bar), foot of Westgate Road. 
SUNDERLAND: Club: Ro-Ko-Ko. The 
Promenade, Roker, Sunderland.
CHESTER: The bar of the Blossom 
Hotel.
WINDSOR: Pubs: The Ship and the 
Three Tuns, both near the Guildhall.
MORECOMBE: Mason's Arms. Queen 
Street, Thursday through Sunday. 
PRESTON: Pubs: Grove Hotel, Fylde 
Road. Bull and Royal Cockpit Bar.
Men only.
BLACKBURN: Pub: Merch^it's Hotel, 
Darwen Street, by GPO. Drag shows. 
Partly gay club: Top Hat Club.
NORWICH: Pub: Studio Four, Anglia 
Studios.

BEDFORD: Pub: The Barley Mow, 
Bromham Road.
MANCHESTER: Pub: Union Hotel, 
Princess Street, women, men and drag. 
Rembrandt, Sackville Street, Trafford. 
Back bar and mostly men. Cavalcade, 
junction Wilmslow Road and Barlow 
Moor Road, Didsbury, Sunday lunch 
time. New York. Richmond Street, 
behind Union Hotel. Women and men. 
Mechanics, Sackville Street.
Clubs: Samanthas, back Piccadilly 
(off Newton Street). Ban on women 
and admittance restricted to members 
and guests only. Picador, Bradshaw 
Street, Shude Hill. Rockingham. Queen 
Street.
LUTON: Club: Pan Club, Bute Street. 
Open every night with late extension 
and disco. GN on sale, cabaret at 
weekends, and competitions. 
AYLESBURY: Pub: The Britannia. 
DUNSMORE (NEAR WENDOVER. 
BUCKS): Pub: The Fox.
THAME (OXON): Pub: The Jolly 
Sailor.
CANTERBURY: Pub: The Queen's 
Head, WatlingSt. Lounge Bar. 
CHATHAM: Pub: The Ship.
CARDIFF: Pubs: Royal Hotel (Roberts 
Bar). St Mary Street. Royal Oak, St 
Mary St (Best after 9pm.)
Club: Showbiz Club, Hope Street. 
(Mixed).
WARRINGTON: Pub: The Higher 
Seven Stars, Bridge Street. •
BRISTOL: Pubs: Radnor Hotel, St 
Nicholas Street. The Ship (by Colston 
Hall).
BIRMINGHAM: Pubs: Crown,
Station St. Trocadero: Temple Street. 
Victoria: by Alexandra Theatre (the 
most popular.
Pub: The Vict^ia (near NewStStn). 
Clubs: Grosvenor House, 326 Hagley 
Road, Birmingham 17. (Tel. 021- 
429 4678) Smart; bars, lounge, disco
theque, hotel accommodation, etc. 
Nightingale: 50 Camp Hill, Birmingham 
12. (Tel: 021-772 2665). Less formal; 
bar, dancing, discotheques every 
Tuesday. (Moving later this year).
Baths: 385 Sauna, High Street, West 
Bromwich.
NOTTINGHAM: Pub: Roebuck, 
Mansfield Road. "Members only" Bar 
on the left -  tell them you're gay — 
the landlady is too.
Pub: Dog and Partridge. Parliament 
Street, New Victoria Development.

I Club: Mario's Restaurant, Stenford 
Street, off Castlegate.

EDINBURGH: Pub: The Kenilworth, 
Rose Street. Scottish Victoriana.
The Abercromby Hotel (downstairs Bar), 
Abercromby Place. Very new, very gay, 
with coal fires and Georgian furnishings. 
GLASGOW: Pubs: Studio One, Byres 
Road (top of). Mixed pleasant crowd, 
artists, students.
The Duke of Wellington, Argyle Street. 
Large and busy.
Club: The Close Theatre Club, Gorbals 
Street. Join at door or a member will 
sign you in. Restaurant. Good plays. 
Very popular.
In SCOTLAND all pubs dose at 10pm 
and are dosed all day Sunday. Hotels 
have 7-day licences.
LEEDS: Pubs: Great Northern and 
Hope and Anchor.
Club: Charley's Briggate. Members and 
guests. Free in the week, pricey at 
weekends. Mostly men.
LIVERPOOL: Pub: The Lisbon,
Victoria Street, Liverpool 2.
Private Lounge: The Bonaparte, Temple 
Lane. Liverpool 2 (entrance "Ci\
Temple Buildings). "Strictly gays only". 
Opens 9pm, bar from 10.30 when 
doors close. Closed Mondays.
Clubs: The New Bear's Paw. Dorrans 
Lane (off Lord Street) Liverpool 1.
Open 10.30pm to 1am. Also open for 
lunch; closed Mondays. The Archway, 
Hockenhall Alley (off Dale Street) L.2. 
10pm to 2am. Closed Wednesdays.
Men and women. John's Gay Bar 
Royal (next to 'Ascot'), Wood Street 
(off Hanover Street) Liverpool 1.
Closed Tuesdays. Men and women. 
BLACKPOOL: Lucy's Bar, Talbot 
Square.
Club: Pepe's Club. TaJbot Road.
I’Ve shall be listing provincial pubs and 
clubs more regularly in future, and 
would be grateful if all readers could 
s+nd us information.

Friendly Outlets
Gay News thanks the following clubs, 
pubs and bookshops who regularly have 
Gay News on Sale. This is just a small 
selection o f our outlets who make a 
special effort in displaying and selling 
Gay News.
THE ANCHOR INN (The Viking Club) 
East Street, Southampton. (Girls only 
on Saturday nights).
THE ROBERT BURNS, 9 South 
Front, Southampton.
THE PUBLIC HOUSE,BOOKSHOP,
21 Little Preston Street, Brighton.

THE GIGOLO. Kings Road, London
SW3.
THE PINK ELEPHANT CLUB, 8 
Newport Place, London WC2.
THE MASQUERADE CLUB. 310 
Earls Court Road. London SW5.
THE DOK CLUB, 2a Lowndes Court, 
London W1 (off Carnaby Street).
THE COLEHERNE and BOLTONS 
PUBS in Earls Court and the CHAM
PION notting Hill Gate. THE QUEENS 
HEAD, Tryon Street )off Kings Road), 
London SW3.
THE FATHER RED CAP (upstairs 
bar) Camberwell Green, London SE5. 
THE GREEN ROOM of the WHEAT- 
SHEAF. Goldhawk Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London.
THE PAVILION CLUB. 123Shardlow 
Road. (A6) Shardlow, Derbys.
THE GREEN MAN, The Place, 
Winchester, Hants.
ROKOKO CLUB, Roker, Sunderland. 
PRINCESS ROYAL, 172 Welling
borough Road, Nothampton.
THE NIGHTINGALE CLUB, 50 Camp 
Hill, Birmingham 12.
MOULIN ROUGE, 72 Worral Road, 
Clifton, Bristol
VALENTINES -  GEORGES CLUB 
(off Gay Street) Bath.
THE REGENCY, opposite Theatre 
Royal. Bath.
DON JOHN'S CLUB, Silver Street, 
Doncaster.
THE UNICORN BOOKSHOP, 50 
Gloucester Road, Brighton. 
BRISTOWS PAPERBACKS, 4 Bride
well Alley, Norwich.
BETHNAL ROUGE BOOKSHOP, 248 
Bethnal Green Road, London E2.
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LE FAUNE RESTAURANT. 23 Praed 
Street, London W2.
SHANES CLUB, 1 Broadhurst Gardens 
London NW6
THE PAINT BOX CLUB, 29 Foley 
Street, London W1
FLYOVER BOOKS and Records, 
Hammersmith Broadway, W6.
259 CLUB, 259 Old Brompton Road, 
Earls Court, London SW5.
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"Of course I'm supposed 
to be super at sex 
having had it so much.
I don't know if I am.
I never ask.
But they come back 
for more"

Jenny Fabian rides again 
in her latest book 

A Chemical Romance.
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