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Editorial
end of the weather-beaten pier at Morecambe last 

and the leather-faced fisherman who watched it happen
Something important happened at the 

week. Two boys kissed each other, 
just went on waiting for a bite.

He didn’t shudder and he didn’t look 
upset. He was asked whether it bothered him. 
It didn’t. He was after his fish. The fact that 
two boys had publicly demonstrated their 
gayness just didn’t matter a damn.

In a way, that’s what the meetings at the 
end of the Morecambe Pier last week were 
all about. Abolish the damn. Let it happen 
. . .  and let it happen where people can see. 
Burn the closets if you like. Get glass walls 
and invite the neighbours around to watch.

The significant factor about the assembly 
of 300 homosexual people at Morecambe 
for the Campaign for Homosexual Equality’s 
first Annual Conference was that it happened. 
A lot of people travelled a long way to find 
ways of smashing out of the great shell of 
oppression and isolation. Two of the 
legacies of homosexuality.

In what’s become accepted CHE form, a 
lot of paper work had to be ploughed 
through, a lot of internal problems had to 
be sorted out, the question of full time 
officers and amendments and minutes of 
the last meeting was raised, and somebody 
forgot to put toilet paper in the toilets.

But business was taken care of in a very 
straightforward way. The aim of it all was to 
look for that crack of light and wedge it 
open. A fair sex law and total assimilation. 
That’s the way the people who ran it saw 
the aims.

And valid points they were. The radical 
idea came at the end of the conference, and 
just like most radical brain explosions, it was 
pushed through with gaped mouths not 
quite ready to object.

Initially, the Government made a vague 
announcement that it planned legislating 
against sex discrimination, doing it along the 
same lines as the Race Relations Act.

But the conference suddenly decided 
that this was not anything like the answer.
It wants a sweeping change to make every- 
thing reasonable quite legal._________________

The Race Relations Board scheme is fine 
on paper, but it doesn’t remove all dis
crimination simply because most of the 
discriminatory acts are too subtle to be 
legislated against.

And there is one marvellous anomaly in 
our society today . . .  the one which declares 
that sodomy between a man and a woman is 
illegal but for men, under the right legal 
definitions, it is quite OK, but under the new 
Government proposal, it would outlaw that 
too.

Morecambe raised seldom whispered 
points about gay adoption, gay marriage, the 
age of consent and even the great yet-to-be- 
discovered event of ‘coming out’.

Morecambe did one other very important 
thing. It attracted women. Not a lot -  not 
enough -  but they came and they talked. 
And that, for a gay organisation until now 
an unwritten gay male sanctuary -  was like 
a downpour over a parched desert.

Morecambe was happy too. A policeman 
danced with a priest, one of Bert’s false eye
lashes fell into his beer and a gay boy kissed 
a gay girl. What’s happening?

But it happened wonderfully well, and to 
hell with the critics who preach that CHE is 
dying from an acute case of paper clip 
poisoning.

It ’s optimistic, it ’s bold and it ’s a lovely 
message o i tnanks to tne Moiecamoe City 
Council who ran for cover when they heard 
that nasty name “homosexual” .

But it ’s vital. That’s what matters. I t ’s 
one of the very first heavy efforts to tell the 
world -  at least this corner of the very 
worried world -- that being gay is a very 
satisfactory, alternative way of living.

That’s what made it all worthwhile 
travelling 250 miles through the snow and 
the rain and the wind to make it happen in 
that weatherbeaten building at the end of 
the Morecambe pier.

Your Letters
Please note that any letters received by us at Gay News are liable to be published unless you state otherwise.

The Right To Worship
The Fellowship in Christ the Liberetor, 
Information: Phone 01-603 9088 
Correspondence address:
FCL
c/o 61 Earls Court Square,
London SW5 9DG

Dear A ll,
I was interested to read Dudley's letter in GN18 

about this Fellowship, but sad to see that he 
apparently had not read very thoroughly the article 
he referred to.

There are a few chips on our shoulders (no 
more than average), but even if most clergy did, as 
Dudley claims, welcome openly the gay who is 
"honestly gay" — they are in fact somewhat rare — 
their congregations do not. However, is it really a 
part of Christianity to shop around until you find 
the 'right' Church? Do we really have to look foY 
the bargain of the week?

Many Christian gays are working for change 
within the Churches and they include many 
members and supporters of this Fellowship. But 
such change is going to be long in coming and the 
"honestly gay" have the right to worship freely and 
openly NOW: this Fellowship provides the oppor

tunity to do just that and hopes to influence the 
Churches by its example.

Finally, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, I cannot 
help noticing that Dudley is more or less advocating 
even insisting that Christian gays, in particular 
members of this Fellowship come out ("honestly 
gay"?), yet he remains "Dudley of NW11". What's 
that bit about practising what one preaches?

Love, joy, happiness and peace,
Jo McVay-Abbott 

Secretary

Compromise Necessary
Maidstone]
Kent
Dear Gay News,

As a regular reader of your wonderful paper, I 
have many times felt that I should put pen to 
paper especially re some of the points made by 
writers of letters.

Although I am always disposed towards free
dom of thought and speech, I deplore some of the 
comments made about the gay person's own 
feelings and problems.

When w ill they get together and decide just 
what changes they do want made. If all people, 
gay or otherwise, would only follow their hearts

■ with love and brotherhood, then many of the
■ problems would die natural deaths.
Z As to the problem of personal ads, I do not 
Z want to see an end to one of the few life lines for
■ the gay person to contact his own kind. There are
■ one or two other sources of contact and as we
5 know most of those are of high cost to those who 
Z wish only to make new friends of compatible
■ nature.
■ Unfortunately I also realise that by having a 
a contact column the paper's future is put in
Z jeopardy with the law as it stands.
■ I don't think that any of your readers would
■ want to see such a useful paper destroyed forlack
■ of a little  consideration.
Z Also many will be against the discontinuation
■ of the contact section. If it is to continue and
■ yet not at the expense of closing down the paper
■ as a whole, there has got to be some compromise, 
a Both the Gay News as a paper and the contact
■ section are a must to the gay society of this
■ world. Personally, as a gay bachelor, of early 50's,
■ I don't use the contact column — except to read
■ some of the ads with interest. A t my age, no-one 
Z young enough to suit me is interested in anyone
■ other than their own age group. To me, that means
■ being stuck in one groove and I beg them to
■ remember that one day, they too w ill find they w ill
■ grow old and find it hard to meet the ones that 
5 they like.
Z I am fortunate though in having some friends
■ who are both young and interesting to be with,
■ without going to bed!! Two are 15. one 16 and one
■ 25, so there are a precious few to whom age is no 
Z barrier to a loving relationship.
Z So.l feel the column must go on, with some
■ reservations. The descriptions of likes and require- 

l f |  ments are too descriptive, leaving nothing to the
imagination.

I feel that to safeguard the continued production 
of your paper, keep it out of the hands of the law, 
and yet help gays to make contact, the description 
must be toned down a great deal. It is not my 
personal view to lim it anyone's right to speak 
freely. Unfortunately our law makers think other
wise even though we disagree with the many 
disparities within the law. Until these are sorted out 
and made fair to all and I mean all people, gay or 
not.

So please keep the contact ads. but play it safe. 
Better we have to lose a means of making contact, 
than lose our oaper altogether.

Aries

More Tolerant
Newcastle
Dear Gay News,

Thanks for the write-up on the Sam Greene 
Granada TV show. While I am willing to respect 
personal opinions, I do think that you could have 
been a bit more tolerant. Newcastle is not London. 
We are where you were ten years ago. Think about 
that/ We did not choose the form that this pro
gramme took. We had to leave that in the hands of 
the producer.

Certainly the film  could have been better from 
our point of view, but we had no control over that. 
In the circumstances we did the best we could. I 
think you should accept that as it is.

The quotes mentioned were not all from GN 
but from other papers and personal experience in 
Newcastle towards your paper. We think that, 
under the circumstances, we did well. Enough said.

Eric Wears 
Newcastle GLF.

Cease To Fear________ ____________
London SW10
Dear Gay News,

As an American now residing in London I've 
found your newspaper to be informative, w itty  
and telling. What we accept as a norm in the USA, 
you are still fighting for -  recognition. Perhaps 
you've seen your American counterpart called 
'GAY', and I believe your paper to be much more 
basic and gutsy than the latter (no offence meant 
if you are friends of Lige and Jack). It isn't a 
question of the rights of homosexuals but rather 
that we be accepted for ourselves regardless of our 
sexual preferences. And with newspapers like yours 
people w ill become educated and with that know
ledge, cease to fear. Young people, these days, care 
less about clearly defined sexual roles than we of 
the next generation, so there is hope.

Keep the barrage coming our way and don't 
slack off. We all need to be reminded of who we 
are.

Steve

Pay More Attention
Chorley, Lancs

Dear Gay News.
I have only recently discovered GN. What a 

revelation! I feel as though a large black cloud has 
been lifted from my life. However, it is very dis
appointing to discover how London orientated you 
are. Surely you could pay a little  more attention to 
your provincial brothers. For example where does 
one purchase GN in provincial towns and cities?

You could also be a great help to many 
thousands of quiet, shy, non-blatant gays by 
devising some simple, unobtrusive method by 
which we could*recognise each other. My idea 
would be for all discreet gays to wear two straight 
pins in lapels or jacket collars, inserted from the 
back so that they form a small neat X when seen 
from the front. Perhaps some other reader can 
come up w ith a better idea. Imagine what a break
through this would be for the silent or non
screaming majority.

Pat Johnston

ED: Gay News is on sale at a large number o f pubs 
and dubs around the country; see the 'Friendly 
Outlets' column and at most good bookshops, or 
you can always subscribe. We try hard not to be 
London orientated, but we must have your co
operation in sending in news and information o f 
what is happening in your different areas.

Grain of Truth
Edinburgh
Dear Gay News.

One might tend to disregard the hysterical 
letter of Mary (GN 19) on the subject of Gay News 
It tells us a great deal about Mary: she has a lot to 
learn about life and I wish her well on her voyage 
of discovery.

There is, however, a grain of truth in what she 
says. You mentioned in the previous issue that 
copies of GN have been seized in Edinburgh in 
connection with the retailing of pornography or 
some such. If the paper does eventually become 
difficu lt to obtain in Edinburgh, I feel you, the 
editors, must carry some of the blame.

I mean .that I too thought the dictionary of gay 
slang to be in very poor taste (and that's as near as 
I would ever get to the word 'obscene').

Such vocabulary is OK in the heat of the 
moment (for some), or in urgent, poignant graffitti; 
but set out pseudoscientifically in cold blood, it is 
just sick, and may make enemies of potential 
friends for Gay News. I suggest you drop it, an 
opinion shared by others I've talked to.

Dick Revere
ED: Gay News was the first publication to be 
returned to five Edinburgh bookshops after copies 
of various periodicals, including GN, had been 
seized by police in a series o f 'porno' swoops (see 
GN 19 'Back On Sale' Newsette). Scotland at 
least considers us to be 'respectable'.

In the USA, the 'dictionary o f gay slang' (The 
Queen's Vernacular -  A Gay Lexicon by Bruce 
Rodgers) is acclaimed -  by gay organisations as 
well as individuals -  as being a highly original, in
formative and amusing work.

Fortnightly Filth
Caerphilly, Glamorgan
Dear Gay News,

Mary (GN 19) Hurray! at last another voice in 
protest to the filth  published fortnightly in Gay 
News. When are we going to see a paper worthy of 
both sexes? Up until now, apart from the views 
expressed by Sappho, there is nothing to interest 
us girls.

In Gay News 10 I wrote a letter offering help 
to anyone who needed a friendly shoulder and 
what did I receive? Letters from gay men. ex
pressing in fu ll detail the sexual activities that 
took place between two males. I am also very 
broad minded, but I refuse to have my offer 
mistreated in this way, until Gay News thinks 
again about its personal ads and its vulgar use of 
four letter words. It's always been my belief that 
people that use such words to express themselves 
do so out of ignorance and the lack of mentality 
to find something better.

It took me five minutes to read Gay News 19 as 
apart from Mary's letter, there was nothing of in
terest to myself being gay. The film  and book 
reviews, stage and TV I could have found in any 
other magazine or newspaper.

You ask repeatedly for more funds, more 
sister readers: until you do something constructive 
about Gay News, then you are asking in vain.

Placing a sincere ad in your column is asking 
for abuse and letters only f it  for garbage. We've all 
been waiting and hoping for a paper solely for us 
gays, but if this is what we show the straight people 
we like to read, no wonder we are treated as out
casts to society.

The only people you are catering for are the 
mentally sick and perverted who get a kick out of 
reading such filth . Thank God that there's a law to 
prevent you from printing further filth . What would 
we get if you had a free hand? I shudder to think. 
We don't all want to know the details about 
cottaging, it's sickening to know that it goes on 
without reading about it.

If you can't manage to clean up the whole paper, 
then give us at least one page, to which we can turn, 
hastily missing all the others, surely that's not too 
much to ask — for 15p. For a women's page, there 
must be some news somewhere that would interest 
us, even if it was straight it would be better than 
filth . We would be able to feel free to write our 
own interests, poetry, letters, in our own page. 
Perhaps you could offer two of those intended 
pages for GN20 to us instead of more pages of 
rubbish.

Daphne
ED: GN has always been opposed to running a 
token page for women readers. In time, we hope 
the paper w ill appeal to more gay women, but like 
their gay brothers, sisters too w ill have to regularly 
contribute news and articles. Until such a time, 
there is little  we can do about the one-sided 
balance in our pages.
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Morecambe-Paperweights Weighty Papers,
Then Great Success

The first annual conference of the Cam
paign for Homosexual Equality and its sister 
alliance, the Scottish Minorities Group ended 
last week - a total success.

A crowd optimistically estimated at 400 
by a CHE official, and 230 by the London 
Times, huddled in groups in the icy complex 
of the Morecambe Pier in northwest England 
and did more for the cause of equality and 
anti-oppression than any Government-level 
moves this decade.

The three-day conference, which began on 
a sadly flimsy note on Friday night at a 
poorly attended reception, turned into a 
deadly serious call for top level action and 
investigation, with only a comparative 
minimum of the anticipated weighty CHE 
‘filing cabinet’ traumas.

than there have ever been at a CHE 
conference.

They are us, which is about as close as 
we can make it sound. The rule of thumb 
until now has led to a phantom thought that 
gay men and gay women shall for some 
inane reason, never meet. At least, not unless 
it is totally necessary.

But Morecambe didn’t have it. Naturally 
(and we say that only because it’s the way 
it’s been until now) there were far more men 
-  of both sexes -  than women, but there 
were more women than anybody expected. 
And not in ghettos. Not in little groups. We 
had it on absolutely reliable information that 
a gay man was holding hands with a gay 
lady, and that wonderful things happened.

IS AN IDEAL CONFERENCE CENTRE
There are several good venues for your conference. Seating capacity from 50-1,600 delegates. The new 

town centre is an additional attraction and there are spacious car parks available.
The town is of great interest for delegates' wives and families to explore whilst the men are in business1 

sessions.
Full details of all conference facilities can be obtained from the Publicity and Entertainments Manager at 

the Town Hall. Morecambe and Heysham.
Our townspeople have a natural 

aptitude to play a role of host and 
all visitors, whether it’s Spring, i 
Summer. Autumn and Winter 
can be sure of receiving a warm 
welcome.

The conference delegates will 
find that Morecambe and Hey
sham is an ideal place for both 
business and pleasure and will 
return home re-vitalised from 
spending a few days at the seaside 
resort.

Morecambe and Heysham Corporation welcome all -  except gays.

in any other capacity except as total CHE 
supporters and homosexuals.

One of the policemen volunteered to 
have his name printed, but his colleague 
advised of its obvious dire consequences.

The Morecambe City fathers, however, 
gave cause for quite a lot of concern when 
they flatly refused to turn on any kind of 
official reception for the Campaign's 
executive or its delegates on any of the days 
of the meeting. Their decision to officially 
shun the conference rated a few paragraphs 
on the front page of the local ‘Visitor’.

The other local newspapers simply 
ignored the conference.

Morecambe's council’s decision to shy 
away from anything associated with the 
gay world was, however, not a unanimous 
one.

One non-gay councillor came to both the 
reception and the disco. He explained that 
he was totally disappointed in the council’s 
decision not to make any official welcome to 
the CHE conference, and he said the decision 
to draw the curtain on anything labelled ‘gay’ 
was carried for no other reason than because 
the other councillors could not grasp the 
fact that gay people were really quite ordi
nary . . .  perhaps a little better than a lot of 
non-gay people.

One of Morecambe’s biggest businessmen, 
Mr Frank Hannagan, had his say too. He was 
having a quiet drink in Larry Doherty’s 
Mason’s Arms Hotel, the unofficially ap
pointed gay pub for the conference.

A Gentle Pat
Said Mr Hannagan: “ You can write this 

down if you like, and I don’t mind if you use 
my name. As far as I ’m concerned, these 
people here today are some of the best 
people you could wish to meet. I ’ve travelled 
around the world, and wherever I ’ve been 
it ’s been the same. I would always take a 
stand for gay people. And so would my wife.”

Nice words, but certainly not isolated 
around Morecambe.

Time 1 o Get Going
Hie comeicnce was caned because CHE 

felt it was time to get things together on a 
true national scale, and probably, to con
vince itself that there would be a show of 
strength at a time when CHE (and naturally 
SMG) was starting to win good friends and 
influence some surprisingly important people.

There were three major topics served up 
for discussion -  the analysis of a ‘Gay Life 
Style’, the commission on the future struc
ture of the Homophile movement, and a 
deep look at homosexual law reform.

The best attended of the three discussion 
groups was the Gay Life Style analysis, 
which also produced the most important 
proposal of the conference -  a call for a 
complete revision of laws about sex.

The policy was adopted overwhelmingly 
instead of a suggestion from a commission 
group.

In essence, the resolution called for an 
end to all laws which showed distinction

i een people on the grounds of their 
sexual orientatipn.

The conference decided not to rush in 
and do it blindfolded . . .  it wants a thorough 
investigation done by a working party, who 
should have a massive revolutionary proposal 
ready in time for a political campaign at the 
next general election of the Campaign.

Nothing at the conference sounded very 
mono-syllabic or simple, but hidden in the 
volumes of papers and proposals to emerge 
from the conference were masses ot simply 
exciting moves. Not ideas, but definite 
plans of action.

A Call To Come Out
The great non-event called ‘Coming Out* 

was also given a long hearing, and after an 
hour of discussions which became honestly 
spine-chilling, ‘Coming Out’ no longer fell 
into the non-event file.

CHE members, executives, supporters, 
and Gay News itself voiced plans for a very 
probable scheme for what might turn out to 
be a virtual revolution in public declaration 
of homosexuality.

There was a flutter of worry when some
one announced that a party of skinheads 
from a neighbouring borough were on their 
way to do savage things to the conference.

But the only slight headache was the late 
arrival of a delegation from the Gay Libera
tion Front, who voiced some approval and a 
lot of disapproval with the general trend of 
the CHE-SMG think out.

Women, Women
Still, there was one very important factor

ibout the conference. Women More women

CHE members walking briskly along the Central Pier to the conference.

The important point was the very atten
dance oi a oigger-tnan-ever crowd ot gay 
women at a conference which may well 
have been all male. CHE recognised it, went 
into a mild spin because of it, and made it 
clear that it wanted to see more women at 
more conferences.

As Anna Raeburn from Forum put it in 
her final address to the conference, seeing so 
many openly uninhibited women so close to 
so many uninhibited men fighting side by 
side for an end to joint homosexual op
pression was something close to a wonderful 
emotional meal.

A Few Surprises
Morecambe also came packaged with a 

load of surprises. The first eye-openers 
happened at the get-together reception/disco 
on Friday night when several'unexpected 
VIP’s turned up.

One was a self-proclaimed homosexual 
Church of England minister who said it was 
his first CHE conference, but that he had 
suddenly felt the need to do something very 
positive about voicing his support.

1 he otner real stunner was tne presence 
of two Special Squad members from Scot
land Yard, one of whom produced his 
identity card and his ‘special friend’. They 
were at the conference, they promised, no*

Larry and Nora Doherty, who get a nice 
regular living from local and visiting gays 
who spend a lot of time and VAT at their 
pub. have nothing but praise for gays. They 
had even more for the conference and its 
crowd of 300. all of whom managed to get 
into the two bars that Larry threw open to 
them.

The animosity a lot of people half ex
pected just didn’t come. There was a vague 
punch-up on Friday night which resulted in 
a young GLF member attending part of the 
conference with a black eye, but there was 
not one single other report of trouble.

Local police did what their superiors told 
them to and kept an eye on the ‘pier where 
those queers are having a meeting', but about 
the only real activity there was a dismal 
banner display telling the delegates and 
anyone else mad enough to be out in that 
wind to repent while there's still time, and 
the hamburger man who did a roaring 
business.
| It must have been a bit of a shock to the 

system for what looked like a very conserva
tive Morecambe itself. Suddenly a lot of 
little hotels were booked out, restaurants 
which usually had spare tables to burn at 
this time of the year had to tell people to 
come back in a half an hour. But there was 
not a lot of what a lot of gay critics predicted.
It was a very non-camp gay meet. Generally, 
the people who went to Morecambe were 
there to get down to business. And sadly, 
that meant a daytime conference started 
around 9.30am, which on Sunday was unfunny

Ms Dorothy Lyall, who works at a 
chemist store near the esplanade summed it 
up neatly when she said she liked serving 
gay people because they were usually nice 
and they smile a bit anyway . . .  that the way 
they run their lives is up to them, and why 
wasn't their meeting open to anyone 
anyway . .  . and she always thought that 
gay people smelled a lot nicer.

Take that.
So life outside the unheated conference 

rooms was more than bearable. Morecambe 
was generally — apart from the council’s 
attitude -  very friendly.

The meetings themselves though, were 
totally serious: Each of them claimed to be 
either the most vital or the most controver
sial of the conference, but each one dealt 
with eoctremely serious problems and 
concerns of the campaign.

Get It Together
The commission into the future structures 

of the Homophile movement probed three 
contentious issues. An analysis of the Homo
phile movement, a look at its own internal 
structure, and the growing issue of support 
from students.

The commission heard doubts about the 
strength of the student movement, and called 
for better co-ordination and a closer 
marriage between the Gaysoc group and all 
homophile movements.

The Law Reform Commission fell onto 
its feet almost immediately, with a call for a 
comprehensive revision of all the laws 
relating to sexual matters. Suggestions that 
drawing the injustices of the existing laws 
to Parliamentarians* attention would have a

Continued on page 4.

Tired but cheerful gays emerging after a hard day's debate.
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NEWS SPECIAL
Continued from  page 3. 

worthwhile effect, were given vast votes of 
approval.

The Gay Life Style commission paper, 
drafted originally by Roger Baker drew the 
biggest crowds and sparked off the hottest 
reactions. Its two main points were a virtual 
‘gall to arms* for a national 'coming out* 
scheme, and a general proposal to get the 
homosexual race to recognise itself as a 
powerjof very worthwhile people.
i

i
i\
I

* Campaign 
for Homosexual 

i  Equality
L  J

The ‘coming out* proposal was bold and 
almost unexpected. Speakers urged gays to 
really do something concrete about declaring 
their gayness, and to be proud of it, but they 
also recognised the problems associated with 
any sort of national ‘coming out’ where there 
was bound to be some form of discrimination.

Our Say, Too
Gay News itself spoke briefly in favour 

of coming out, and announced briefly a 
proposal for a national campaign spearheaded 
by the newspaper.

There was a disturbing difference of 
opinion between some members of CHE and 
Gay Liberation Front, who were in town 
for the conference, but didn’t arrive until 
the last day, acting obediently in accord with 
the laws of CHE.

What was all important though was the 
total togetherness of the conference. After it 
was over, and after a rousing barrage of 
addresses from four of the nation’s most 
qualified pro-gay and gay women, the feeling 
to really get out there and do something for 
the gay cause was real enough to feel.

The meeting was successful. Totally.
And if all goes well -  and if the More- 

cambe Council has by then discovered that 
ten percent of its own ranks might well be 
gay, CHE will be there again in 12 months’ 
time.

Nearly all of Morecambe, except perhaps 
the cold-shoulder council, said that CHE and 
its band of supporters is a pretty nice band 
of people to have around.

The active band of GLF members came 
in force on Sunday to the open meeting -  
along with an unspecified number of general 
public observers.

For a while, it became slightly obvious 
that there was a positive division in policies 
and ideas between both organisations, but 
the votes for equality and justice turned the 
silent feuding into solidarity.

If  all goes well -  and if the Morecambe 
Council have by then discovered that ten 
percent of its own ranks might well be gay 
-then CHE will hold another conference 
there 12 months henceforth. Most of 
Morecambe -  except the cold council -  
have said it would be a wonderful thing for 
the town.

Fire from
The Ladies

The true climax to tfte Morecambe con
ference came on Sunday when the heavy-

Rosc Robertson: "Being gay is not dirty "

going front liners were replaced by four of 
the nation’s most vocal pro-gay arrd gay- 
observing ladies.

Diana Chapman from Arena Three urged 
gay people of both sexes to show themselves, 
not to be ashamed of it for any reason, and 
to get out of their life at ‘Queer Street NW3’.

Anna Raeburn, who’s Forum’s advisory 
panel and a non-gay, gay-lover, made it 
quite clear that Forum was run because of 
its enormous profitability. She also said it 
was, as she saw it, an exploitation of sex, but 
it became that because the demand allowed 
it to happen.

Anna deals with sexual problems ranging 
from people with gay complexes through 
impotence to premature ejaculation, and she 
underlines the need for total homosexual 
recognition. She said that a gay relationship 
simply worked, and that there was no need 
to read anything especially complex into it.

Rose Robertson from the Parent’s En
quiry bureau called for a simply sane recog
nition of homosexuality as an acceptable 
way of life. She said that the worst part 
about it was that parents condemned it when 
they discovered it, that children were far 
more terrified when they discovered it, and 
did all in their power to live a dual life . . .  
even when they were pre-teenage. This, 
she said, was a hell of a way for a child to 
live. Rose said that she would advocate total 
parental recognition of the homosexuality 
of their children, and if it was the way their 
children wanted to be or the way they were 
going to be, then they should treat it as a 
matter of fact.

She said a lot of was brought about by 
simple old-fashioned terrors and inhibitions.

‘Why are they condemned for mastur
bating?’ she asked. ‘Most kids only get a 
chance to masturbate in the loo’s. Why don’t 
they masturbate on the rug in front ofthe 
fire where it ’s warmer and more comfortable? 
It ’s because they’re terrified and that’s what 
makes kids emotionally hurt. That and all 
the other things that are caused so often by 
parents who don’t try to help.

“ Look,being gay is not dirty, and it is not 
bad and it is not anything other than the 
best way of life for a lot of people. It will 
never be fought and it will never be stopped.
It is important and it is also wonderful.’

May Hobbs: “ Gay people more loving than most".

May HoFbs, the very outspoken founder 
of the Nightcleaners Union brought them- 
dering applause when she put the case for 
gay adoption. She said she was totally aware 
of the almost impossible battle that gay 
people have when the decide they would like 
to adopt a child.

‘Why can’t we adopt children like other 
men and women adopt kids? All a kid wants 
is love and freedom, and God knows that 
gay people are more loving than most non
gays.

‘A kid needs two parents. That’s true, 
but who gives a damn whether it’s two mums 
or two dads. The kid will get love and pro
tection, and that’s the thing that matters. 
Kids don’t need big mansions, they want 
love. There are thousands of kids without 
parents who would love to have gay people 
as parents. Not because they know you’re 
gay, but because they know you love them, 
and that’s something that a lot of un-gay 
people don’t have.

‘Look, half of you would love to have a 
kid to love, try for God’s sake to do it, and 
tor your sake, apd for the sake of the kid.

What It's A ll 
About

This is the text of the all-embracing 
resolution from the commission on law 
reform, which has been handed to the full 
body of the CHE for preparation for the 
next general conference.

The commission said that the original 
resolution which called for limited law 
reform had been produced to resolve a con
flict in the commission between those who 
believed in short term measures to get rid of 
the worst abuses.

The commission proposed that “ The 
conference recognises that homosexuals 
suffer not only from legislation which dis
criminates against homosexual behaviour, 
but also from absurdities and ambiguities of 
the whole field of sex legislation, and in 
general recommends that:

( 1) The executive committee sets up a 
working party to make comprehensive 
proposals for a total revision of the laws 
about sex. This legislation should be framed 
in such a way that no distinction is made 
between people on the grounds of their 
sexual orientation.

(2) This working party should report 
back to the next CHE conference and should 
aim to produce its final report in time for
a full political campaign to be launched for 
its implementation at the start of the next 
parliament.’’

A Word From 
Our Heart Gay News Seized 

in Massive Police Swoop

The Morecambe CHE conference was 
more than just an important occasion for the 
gay movement. It was an important exercise 
for Gay News itself.

We do have limited resources and an even 
smaller staff. And it was thanks to some mag
nificent people at Morecambe that we were 
able to report its outcome.

It ’s only fitting to give credit where it’s 
due, so here goes.

David Bozman. GN’s No I street seller in Morecambe.

Gay News has been seized by the Leeds 
City Police Force.

Armed to the teeth with a warrant, six 
members of the city’s Milgarth Division 
raided the premises of ‘Books’ in Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds, and descended on a long list of 
newspapers, periodicals and magazines. .

The uniformed policemen cleaned out 
the shop’s supplies of Gay News, Follow-Up, 
Oz, International Times, Forum, Cozmic 
Comics, Nasty Tales, Jeffrey, Ecstasy and 
Underground Comics.

Then came the books. Swiftly and quietly, 
acting in the cause of public moral protec
tion, they swooped on Naked Lunch, Quiet 
Days in Clichy, Homosexual Dialectic,
Song of the Loon, Lenny Bruce Volume 
One, Phillipino Food, I am Curious Yellow, 
Does Sex Make You Feel Guilty, The 
Sensuous Man, Walter -  My Secret Life, 
Theatre and Drama Review, Boswell’s Life 
of Johnson, and Mysteries of the Organism.

Several Enid Blyton books and a pile of 
Superman comics escaped the massive raid.

The police warned the staff of ‘Books’ 
that the material th< y ’d seized would be 
submitted to the Director of Public Prosecu
tions for possible action.

Superintendant Fieldhouse of the Milgarth 
Division of the Leeds City Police confirmed 
the raid but made no comment.

Friendly
Norwich

Alan Beresford for his assistance on gay 
oppression, John Elbert for help with 
Homophile movement, Larry and Nora 
Doherty for breaking tradition and throwing 
open both bars, and for selling Gay News, 
Malcolm Jackson of the Alwyn International 
Private Hotel for being such an understanding 
host, David Bozman for selling Gay News 
and for virtually joining Gay News staff for 
the entire conference. To the ladies in the 
bar at the pier, to the taxi driver who carried 
us free because we were gay, to the police
man who winked, and to Maureen Olsen 
for offering to give all future gay workers 
free board if they needed it.

In the very best way we know how to say 
it, thanks.

Actually, GN travelled by British Rail.

All gay women 
should read 
SAPPHO (30p inc post) 
regular monthly 
magazine
BCM Petrel London WC1

Vivian Waldron, the new London organiser 
of FRIEN D , spoke to the Norwich Campaign 
for Homosexual Equality on the 9th of 
April.

FRIEND has grown from a London-based 
organisation in November 1971 (it was 
founded by Michael Launder as a specifically 
CHE service) to a National Organisation of 7 
established groups and a growing desire for 
autonomy from CHE. Twenty-one people 
heard Vivian Waldron appeal for the setting 
up of a FRIEND group based in Norwich.
The response was not a spontaneous “sure 
thing’’ because the local group has to cope 
with local community attitudes about its 
existence. Apparently there is quite a bit of 
indifference -  even hostility -  to the local 
gay group, who meet in the local nunnery.

Part of the trouble is the tendency to 
accept all this conspiracy of silence on the 
part of the homosexuals in the group them
selves. Also the average age of 35-40 has 
imposed a feeling of cautiousness on any 
local gay activism. The atmosphere is never
theless friendly and welcoming, and if you 
are visiting the town, you should make a 
point of getting in touch with them. David 
Blamires is speaking to the group on April 
18th about his new book “ Homosexuality 
from the Inside’* so there is no dearth of 
interest.

The local gay pub is “ Studio Four” in 
Crown Street, and Rex, the barman will give 
a warm welcome, especially to visitors.
Maybe even Gay News will be on sale there 
regularly , a trial run was negotiated while I 
was there.

Ian Dunn

Controversy Held Cher
ED: Shortage o f  space has forced us to om it 
from  this issue a controversial article written  
by Michael Launder, who, un:.. ra e n tly , was 
National Organiser o f  FRIEND. :n-. gay 
befriending service. The piect is i aded ‘ Who 
Holds The ReinsV  -  An open le tte r to the 
homophile movement.9I t  w in  now  appear in  I 
GN 22.   1
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r NEWS
House O f Lords Report
The Lons Struggle 

Ahead
The Sexual Offences (Scotland) Bill was introduced and discussed at a specially convened 

committee meeting in the House of Lords on Wednesday 28th March. Lord Archibald was in 
the Chair with Tom Oswald beside him representing the House of Commons.

3

Because the Irish White Paper was being 
debated at the same time, the attendance* • 
at this particular meeting was very small.
This prompted Lord Archibald to say that be 
felt 44ashamed and humiliated4* at the way his 
60 invitations had met with such poor res
ponse. In addition to representatives from 
the Gay Community and the National Coun
cil for Civil Liberties, were Lord Beaumont , 
and Lord Boothby for the Upper House, * 
with David Steel from the Commons. Lord 
Arran turned up later in the Peers* Guest 
Room and was in a most amiable mood and 
was highly animated over the prospects for 
his Bill for the protection of Badgers.

The reasons behind the Bill were described 
by Councillor Ian Christie, who was speaking 
for the SMG Law Reform Committee. A 
fuller expose on Law Reform will appear in 
a later issue. Peter Wallington, Executive 
Member of NCCL and the ‘‘author*’ of the 
Bill, explained the legal differences and 
similarities between the 1973 Draft Bill 
and the 1967 Sexual Offences Act. The 
Scottish proposals make it an offence for 
the police to incite or encourage the com
mission of any “act of public indecency’* -  
see article on Police Cottage Spying in GN 19
-  and the Bill proposes to legalise Gay 
Contact ads. In other respects, continued 
Peter Wallington, the Scottish Bill is modelled 
on existing law. The aspects are: merchant 
seamen, the armed forces, living on earnings 
of male prositution and brothels, which the 
Scottish Bill does not propose to alter.

David Steel began the discussion by de
claring that he supported the principles of 
the Bill -  especially as a Vice-President of 
SMG -  but he was extremely worried that 
not only would it get defeated in the Com
mons, but that it would be very soundly 
defeated. He was not convinced that the 
public education campaignhad made suffi
cient impact, and suggested that the Bill’s 
introduction should be delayed.

Lord Boothby, alarmed that the Bill went 
much further than the 1967 Act, was con
vinced that the provisions would “create a 
division between England and Wales and 
Scotland**, He was worried about the age of 
consent of 18. He said that the Crown 
Office’s concessions to SMG in February 
1973 and the recent Glasgow Herald Editorial 
were major advances, and that “ if  I was a 
homosexual, I would prefer to live in 
Scotland." Thus his ignorance on the whole 
subject was revealed to the meeting.

Lord Beaumont supported the Bill -  
“indeed, its proposals do not go far enough**
-  and he favoured a hard course, that is, he 
was against the mere extension of the 1967 
Act to Scotland. A new “all UK*’ Act was 
called for. He also thought that more public 
awareness raising was required before the 
Bill should be introduced. It would then 
stand a good chance of getting through the 
Upper House at least.

In reply, SMG pointed out that a Parlia
mentary debate on homosexuality would 
be the ideal way of bringing up the issue for 
public debate and for sounding out changes 
in attitudes since 1967. The political realities 
in Scotland are that the majority of the 71

MPs are returned on a Labour Party ticket 
and they are conservatively minded on social 
issues. A recent example of this is the defeat 
of the Divorce Reform Bill in the Commooa. 
There are.very few Socialist Peers y h o  are 
free to introduce a Private Member’s Bill of 
the type SMG is backing.

The SMG Law Reform Committee are 
now faced with a choice of strategies: either 
to link with an all-tJK campaign, or to con
tinue with the Scottish proposals. The bitter 
fact is that CHE, who ought to have got off 
the ground with their law reform campaign 
two years ago, have been amazingly inactive. 
The Morecambe Conference should resolve 
this lethargy. The visit to the House of Lords 
has shown that there is a lot of good will 
for the gay community, but the gay com
munity in its turn, is still not getting wise to 
the tactics of getting its wishes across to the 
Members of both Houses of Parliament.

■  A Bit of the BBC For Cliff
LONDON: The mighty External Services 
section of the BBC has included Cliff Richard 
on its list of priorities. Charities if you like.

n~koustoJ Cords
The days of mere letter-writing are behind us 
now.

NCCL was represented by a Legal Officer 
and Christine Jackson from the general office.
It may be that NCCL will itself come for
ward with a Draft All-UK Bill (this is in line 
with already agreed NCCL policy on homo
sexuality), but this has still to be discussed at 
the next NCCL Executive Meeting. The 
National Union of Students adopted a 
vigorous Gay Rights platform at their 
National Conference at Exeter. But the 
achievement of sound lavy reform needs 
commitment and a personal ability to re
main free from despair, because it will be a 
long and unexciting struggle.

Ian C. Dunn

FOOTNOTE: We have since heard that there 
has been an NCCL office meeting at which it 
was decided to wait for the Gay Community 
Organisations themselves to come forward 
with an All-UK Bill. NCCL doe not think 
that a blanket age of consent of 16 years 
will get much support, and have suggested 
that a “drink, drugs, financial inducement** 
clause should be written in to protect under 
18-year-olds, in line with Dutch law on this 
matter.

Newsettes
■  Court Clears Clergymen

HUDDERSFIELD: A 41-year-old clergyman 
from Mirfield was found not guilty of a 
charge of importuning for a homosexual act.

Rev Samuel Vick faced the Crown Court 
in Leeds on a charge of having been in the 
public toilets in the Merrion Centre for 
immoral purposes.

The prosecutor said that Mr Vick was a 
single man. He said that on December 1, two 
plainclothes policemen were at the toilets 
and noticed Mr Vick at a urinal. One of the 
policemen stood beside him, and he alleged 
that Mr Vick smiled at him.

The prosecutor said that the first police
man was replaced by a second plainclothes 
policeman, and that Mr Vick also smiled at 
him.

The prosecutor said that when Mr Vick 
left the toilets, he stood at the top of the 
stairs, smiled at one of the policemen, and 
went back into the toilet. A policeman

followed him again, and the court was told 
that the policeman saw Mr Vick smiling at 
other men.

At that stage the policemen identified 
themselves to Mr Vick, and the court was 
told that Mr Vick said “ Oh God, no. Please 
let me go. I am ruined, I am ruined.”

Mr Vick told the court that he went to 
the toilets becase he needed to. He said he 
stood there but because it was so crowded 
he could not urinate.

He said he left and went back about 20 
minutes later when it was less crowded.

He said he was then able to urinate.
He also said he tried to explain this to the 

police officers, but that they didn’t seem 
impressed.

And the court cleared Mr Vick of the 
charge.

■  Gay Film Night Plans
OXFORD: The Oxford GLF is working hard 
on plans for its Gay Pride week, scheduled to 
start on May 12. As well as talks, discussions, 
a dance etc, they have decided to hold a gay 
film night. They have not decided on the 
films yet, but we’ll let you know in plenty 
of time.

Mr Geoffery Owen, who’s the executive 
producer at Radio 2 has sent a message to 
the programme organisers in the German, 
French, Italian, Portuguese and Yugoslav 
sections of the service and asked them to get 
behind G iffs  new record ‘Power To All Our 
Friends’ which is already making great piles 
of money for EMI, and is also Britain’s entry 
in the Eurovision Song Contest. Mr Owen 
has asked that programmers give it all the 
airtime they can.

In their inter-office memo, the BBC 
explain that the record is out on EMI, they 
give its number, and advise its duration.
Quite a nice little service to G iff, who’s not 
doing at all badly really.

And nice to know that an organisation like 
the BBC’s external Services, which gets a 
thumping great £14m handout from the 
Foreign Office is really nice and close to 
G iff.

There’s naturally been a little reaction to 
the news of ‘higher-up-help’ for Cliff, but 
the BBC makes it very clear in its statement 
that it sees nothing wrong in promoting the 
British entry.

■  The End Of The Line
LOS ANGELES: The Rev Ralph Campo, 
head of the New-Gear Universal Foundation, 
a metaphysical group, says that gay people

are a reincarnation of someone of the 
opposite sex and have come to the end of 
their incarnation cycle. Using certain simple 
techniques, he says, gay people should be 
able to ‘see’ a past reincarnation of them
selves in the mirror, and it will always be of 
the opposite sex.

He refers to gays as talented Zodiac 
travellers put on earth for the divine pur
pose of depopulation, ie natural birth control. 
Unfortunately he’s not telling what the 
‘simple techniques’are. Perhaps it ’s just 
‘Mirror, mirror . .  .*

■ Your Very Own ‘Y’
SAN FRANCISCO: The San Francisco 
YMCA, possibly the most notorious gay get- 
together spot in the entire world, is up for 
sale. Sealed bids of over 850,000 dollars are 
being accepted, and it would be nice if  some 
kindly philanthropist snapped it up and re
opened it as the world’s first Gay Museum. 
Although still in partial operation, no 
attempts are now being made to erase the 
never-ending graffiti that continually ap
peared on virtually every possible writing 
surface. Facilities include a TV lounge, base
ment, steam-room, and a rooftop sun-deck. 
The YMCA Public Relations Director said 
that officials knew about the widescale 
homosexual activities that occurred there but 
that they didn’t discuss it. “ If  you discuss a 
problem, you have to do something about 
it,” he said.

360,000Students 
Vote For Cay Rights

The National Union of Students Conference has been presented with an all embracing 
document on Gay Rights. Called simply CD32, it’s divided into three parts, and deals 
specifically with background, proposed policy and a list of 31 detailed instructions to the 
NUS executive and member unions of NUS on how to help gay students, and how to 
operate a campaign for gay rights.

The motion stated that there were 
probably more than 25,000 homosexual men 
and women in the NUS, that the vast 
majority of gay students were still isolated 
from other homosexuals, and that many felt 
that they were the only homosexuals on earth 
who suffered from loneliness and depression.

The motion went along with the now often 
talked about theory that women were more 
oppressed than men, and that the NCCL was 
compiling a dossier on police harrassment.

It pointed out the special problems of 
gays in Northern Ireland and Scotland and 
clearly defined the existing laws in England 
and Wales.

The motion stated that the gay cause was 
one of civil rights and social change, and that 
a fundamental change in society was needed 
before there was any real integration of 
homosexuals and other minority groups.

Rules and Regulations
Some of the 31 instructions suggested by 

the motion were: Talks with Trade Unions 
in education with a view to setting up a 
joint policy on the protection of gay people 
from all forms of discrimination at work; to 
call a one-day conference on gay rights, to 
work with homophile groups; to help in the 
formation of gay student groups within 
member unions; to support Irish students; to 
campaign for changes in the education 
system; and to support any staff member or 
student under discrimination for being gay.

The motion got its first backup support 
from Jamie Gardiner, a 25-year-old student 
from London’s University College, and a 
fellow member of Gaysoc.

He said it was outrageous to think that 
not until this meeting had any similar motion 
been tabled in the NUS.

“ Being a homosexual,” he said, “ is simply 
one of the many valid alternatives of being a 
human being. Student unions can and must 
provide the means and encouragement for 
gay students to form Gaysocs. They must 
take positive action against discrimination.”

Later, 23-year-old Trevor Locke from 
Bristol University said that the position of 
the law was that homosexuals were simply no 
longer persecuted for being what they were. 
He said that homosexual conduct was not 
made lawful in the full sense, but that it was 
merely exempt from real criminal penalties.

He urged a conference to call for a repeal 
of the 1967 Sexual Offences Act.
Press Reaction

The passing of the motion did win a con
siderable amount of press coverage. The Daily 
Telegraph said “ Students to set up 700 Gay 
Gubs” . Other newspapers which reported 
the motion were The Times, The Guardian, 
The Express, The Sun and The Morning 
Star. The Sun was the only newspaper which 
coloured the report with its own oft- 
sampled anti-gay opinion.
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Reminders
And Jottings

In case you were wondering where the 'Here We Are Again' column had disappeared to, it has changed 
its name to ‘ Reminders and Jottings’. The column will still serve the same purpose of letting you know 
about the internal workings of,-and developments in the paper, as well as acting as a reminder for forth
coming events and copy/advertisement deadlines.
Favourable Reactions

Judging from your favourable comments and 
initial reactions to GN20, you found the design 
and layout changes an improvement on past issues, 
tyfc felt that the overall look of the paper was much 
clearer, but still intend to keep trying for an even 
better and easier to read format. Front covers have 
often been one of our design failings, but in recent 
issues we’v r  endeavoured to raise the standard, and 
hope to make that page always as exciting and eye
catching as possible. For obvious reasons it is very 
necessary for GN to stand out well at retail outlets, 
but of course without having to descend to sen
sationalism or flaunted nudity to gain a sale. We 
learn from our mistakes (GN14).
Slightly Smaller

To save irritated readers from sending us angry 
letters, many of you will perhaps have noticed that 
GN21 is slightly smaller than usual. Half-an-inch 
smaller in fact. The reason for this, according to 
our printer, is because at present there is a con
siderate snortage o f offset litho paper of the type 
we want our new twenty page issues to be printed 
on. So there was no alternative but to settle for 
what good quality paper there was available. Un
fortunately it was of a different size, but we should 
be back to our usual height of seventeen inches for 
the next edition.
New Faces

The result o f GN’s advertisement for a news 
editor brought a speedy and effective response, for 
we now have been joined by Tim Skinner, a 
sparkling, highly qualified and extremely ex
perienced Australian journalist. T im ’s individual 
and professional style of writing will considerably 
improve and enlarge our news section. Other 
aspects of his arrival, which have already benefitted 
the paper, are the interviews he has conducted and 
the insight/in-depth studies of 'stars’ and persona
lities currently in the news. In addition, readers 
can expect his forthcoming feature work to in
crease the impact of GN.

GN would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Denis Cohn, who, often at short notice, 
contributed many of the news stdries whilst we 
were without a news editor. Denis is GN's regular 
proof-reader, an arduous chore he took on after 
seeing the amount of copy errors in our first few 
editions. This task takes up much of his spare time, 
but he has always stubbornly refused any kind of 
payment. Furthermore, he has written entertain
ment features, and provides us with a steady 
stream of book and record reviews.

We have also been joined by Mike Nightingale,

an absolutely charming young man, who will be 
involved with the internal running of the paper. He 
will also oe nelpin* out with aistriuunon and wUI 
be one of the people who may sell you a GN in 
London’s gay pubs. We can’t afford to pay him 
very much, so be kind, and buy a copy of the 
paper from him.

Michael Mason, our wizard of an office manager, 
is rather ill at the time of writing, so please accept 
our apologies if some of your general enquiries, 
subscription queries etc, are taking a little  longer 
than usual to sort out and answer. Get well soon 
Michael.
Office Hours

GN now attempts to keep regular office hours, 
which are 9.00am to 7.00pm on Mondays to 
Fridays. On Saturdays the office will usually open 
for a few hours, but please ring first to make sure. 
On Sundays the only people who might be in the 
office are editorial members writing their copy, 
and they will be unable to help with any problem 
or enquiry.

We have to ask you to remember these hours, 
as people asking about box number replies at 
1.30am on Saturday/Sunday nights are disturbing 
the residents who live in the building where our 
offices are. Such thoughtlessness will not be 
greeted with much politeness in future.

Personal callers are still welcome, especially if 
they want to inspect our mail order book stocks, 
but only during office hours olease.
Mary’s Letter

The letter written by Mary which started o ff 
the ’Your Letters’ column in GN19 has brought in 
a flood of mail. The effect of her criticisms and 
opinions has produced a vastly Jiffering range of 
comments, some of which have taken us rather by 
surprise. We have published a cross-section of these 
communications in this issue.
First Class

This is to remind you that all subscription 
copies are now sent as first class mail. We had 
received a numberof complaints about the length 
of time copies took to reach subscribers and hope 
that this action will rectify the delays people have 
experienced in the past.
Dates and Deadlines

The next edition of Gay News (No 22) will be 
published and available from 2nd May. Deadline 
for that issue are Saturday 21st April for copy, 
letters etc and midday on Monday 23rd April for 
ALL advertisements.

Gay News Editorial Collective

Solution
This is the solution to GN Crossword No 4/73  
which appeared in the last edition o f  the paper.
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MV apologise to those readers who are 
also crossword fanatics. The f i f th  GN Cross
word has unfortunate ly gone astray in the 
post, so fo r  this issue you w ill hare to do 
w ithout this feature. Hut we w ill hare 
one in the next edition. Sorry about this, 
perhaps the ? Of The Month w ill serve as an 
entertainment substitute.

Q H M t > s a * e 4 io i2 A o i& c r  , 
p a r t i e s  f t . c m w & c x M H C z .

BALLS UP OF THE MONTH

Cheeky
SOMEBODY’S blundered, and i t ’s not Gay News.

There’s a very fine publication in circulation 
at the moment called Psychiatry and the Homo
sexual, which turns out to be a good but short 
breakdown o f gay oppression.

We’ve read It and i t ’s a reasonably responsible 
publication, but there is one very misleading 
Statement close to its front page which claims that 
it comes from an organisation called Gay Informa
tion with their address at 34d Redcliffe Square, 
which happens to be the home of Gay News.

That’s the bungle. Gay Information simply has 
no connection with Gay News, and Gay News 
certainly did not publish the book.

I t ’s very nice to think that publishers think so 
highly of Gay News to automatically use our 
address, but we must get the record straight. Gay 
Information has no connection with Gay News. 
There’s no room in our office anyway. The new 
chair took up the last bit of space.

We were feeling pretty angry about it all when 
the book arrived in the mail for review, but we’ve 
cooled down now and feel ashamed at feeling so 
hot under our collective collars. So don’t be fooled. 
That book is not ours.

Notwithstanding, i t ’s a fine book, and we’ll 
devote some space to a review in GN22, but don’t 
write to Gay News for copies and complaints,
>ecause i t ’s not our book.

We are sorry therefore that we cannot accept 
esponsibility for any lost orders, either to or from 

Gay Information.
Gay News Editorial Collective

Wanted
Gay News has a vacancy tor a man or 

woman to join the paper as a news reporter/ 
features writer. An experienced and reliable 
journalist who can also master the intricacies 
o f shorthand is preferred’ but enthusiasm, 
reliability and common sense would count 
for a lot too.

The ability to be able to write and type 
well is essential though.

Age, sex and colour are, o f course, 
immaterial. Hours and salary by arrangement.

For further details telephone NOW  
01-373 0586 or write to THE EDITORS,
GA Y NEWS, Basement, 34d Redcliffe Square. 
London SW10, giving details o f experience 
and enclosing samples o f your past work.

Earn Money
Aspiring millionaires -  Gay News needs 
street sellers now to sell in gay pubs all over 
London. Phone Peter Mundy on 01-3730586 
to find out how to make your first million.

Queen
Quotes

bushie moll ( ’40s-mid ’50s) male homosexual 
who thrills to the danger of having sex 
in a park or other public areas “ The 
bushie moll recalls his childhood fantasies 
of how much gay fun he had when he 
played cops and robbers.”

Syn: Earl Stanley Gardner (camp fr 
gardener = somebody hired to tend the 
yard); green queen; park-mouth [queen] 

cherry flip (mid '60s) a cock in the mouth 
“ She wants a pink lady but I ’ll settle for a 
cherry flip if you don’t mind.” 

cherry splitter (kw n  LV, early ’60s) long 
needle-like cock “Cherry splitters are the 
best thing in the world for breaking in a 
new set of buns.”
The above titb its  are extracted from  THE 

Q LlhtNS’ VERNACULAR: A Gay Lexicon 
by Bruce Rodgers, to be published by B lond  
& Briggs L td  in August at £1.25. A sa  special 
concession to Gay News readers on ly , the 
book is available at a special pre-publication  
o ffe r o f  95p *  5p post and packing. Please 
note though that The Queens'Vernacular is 
not available u n til August, and on ly orders 
received by us before the date o f  publication  
can be supplied w ith the book at this special 
price.

When larger extracts o f  Bruce Rodger's 
works have been published in GN, they have 
caused a certain amount o f  controversy. But 
i t  is the general opinion o f  the E d ito ria l 
Collective that The Queens' Vernacular is a 
uniquely fascinating, well-researched and at 
times hilariously funny  work. We gather that 
we are not alone in th inking this, judging 
from  some o f  yo u r comments and requests 
fo r  copies, and reports from  abroad, in 
cluding the USA, confirm  our opinions.
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Subscribe
Its Cheaper!

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE £1.90 FOR 13 ISSUES OR £3.75 FOR 26.
(COPIES ARE POSTED IN A SEALED ENVELOPE).

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
GAY NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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Flying Circus 
Hits The Road

The Monty Python Flying Circus is going 
on the road. It starts a national tour on April
27.

Graham Chapman, who’s responsible for 
its television creation, says it ’s becoming a 
road show for a while simply because every
one concerned in the show was desperately 
short of money.

But it should emerge as one of Britain’s 
funniest, possibly gayest road shows of the 
decade.

The entire cast -  John Cleese, Michael 
Palin, Terry Jones, Eric Idle, Terry Gillian 
and Graham himself open in Southampton
on April 27.

Said Graham last week as Gay News 
caught him slaving over a half peeled tomato 
in his kitchen: “ We need the money. It ’s as 
simple as that. But it doesn’t mean the show 
is a desperate one. I t ’s a marvellous show.

“ It’s all go for about two and a half hours. 
We’ll be doing sketches for two hours and 
the rest of the time will be the best of the 
Python shows, shown as film clips.

“ We’re going to show a couple that we 
weren’t allowed to go through with on tele
vision. There’s the sketch in the cocktail 
bar where someone gets served what we 
called a ‘Mallard Fizz’ which might surprise 
a few people.

“That's where I chop the head off a dead 
duck — a real dead duck — and shove it on 
the top of someone s drinK to decorate it.

“ And then there’s another drink we serve 
in the sketch. I t ’s called a ‘Harlem Stinger’. 
That’s where we pour something into the 
mouth of a black man, and he vomits it into 
a glass. I t ’s a bit shaky.

■  Would You Rob A Bank To See This 
Film?

NEW YORK: As reported in our last issue, 
there are plans to film the story of John 
Wojtowicz’s New York bank robbery which 
was to pay for the sex change operation of 
his boyfriend, Ernest Aron. The Film is ten
tatively titled the Boys In The Bank, and is 
the second rip-off from the original Boys 
In The Band movie. The first, The Boys In 
The Sand, is a hard porn epic of boyish love 
and lust which has been breaking box office 
records wherever it has been shown in the 
United States. Sorry, it ’s unlikely to be 
screened here.

■  Health And Sun Papers Unhealthy
LONDON: Studio Publications of Heme Hill 
have lodged a protest against the recent 
decision by Mr Justice Bridge which ordered 
that a huge consignment of their books be 
impounded by customs. Studio Publications 
say that the order by Judge Bridge meant 
the impounding of £2,000 worth of books. 
The case was heard in the High Court without 
a jury. Studio Publications said in a written 
press statement that the judge admitted that 
he was not able, from his cloistered position, 
to determine what the opinion of a jury 
would have been. The statement goes on, 
quoting the judge: “ I am forced to place 
myself in the stream of current thinking.’’

“The only one that might really bother * 
people is the sketch with the undertaker.
This one was actually on television . . .  God 
knows why the BBC let it through . . .  a man 
comes into the undertaker with his dead 
mother in a sack. He’s upset because she’s 
dead and the undertaker explains the alter
native ways he has to dispose of her. He tells 
the boy he can have her buried, which is 
nasty because the maggots get her . . .  he 
can have her burnt, which might be nasty if  
she’s not completely dead . . .  she can be 
dumped into the Thames . . .  or she can be 
eaten.

“ It all upsets the boy for a while until he 
realises that he is a bit peckish and he goes 
off and eats his mother.

“ Of course there will be a lot of gay in
ferences in the show. There always have been 
and there always will. I know we’ve got a 
couple of gay sketches, but that’s not sur
prising considering the gay following we 
get.’’

The Monty Python Road Show starts in 
Southampton on April 27. I t ’s in Brighton 
on April 28 and 29 and then it goes to % 
Cardiff on April 30. Here are the other'dates. 

May 4 and 5 Birmingham 
May 7 and 8 Bristol 
May 10 and 11 Liverpool 
May 16 Sheffield 
May 17 and 18 Edinburgh 
May 20 Glasgow 
May 23 Leeds
From June 4 until June 20 the road show 

will also tour Canada, where the television 
show was top rated last year.

Studio Publications, whose publications 
include several pictures of nude young men, 
said that because of the ruling from the High 
Court, they were forced to withdraw.
They said they were unable to fight what 
they said was a ‘supernatural’ judgement. 
They also said it meant that they could no 
longer take part in any Common Market 
dealings, and that they were forced to cancel 
their present contracts with Germany, one 
of their main sources of supply.

■  Gasp!! It’s Gay
LONDON: A Rushall councillor is furious 
about the way the Family Planning Associa
tion is running its education course for 
trainee teachers. Cllr Richard Arkell, who’s 
taken on a self-appointed watchdog role, says 
he’s just horrified at some of the leaflets 
being handed out by the FPA to the teachers. 
He says he’s also disgusted to think of the 
things advocated being taught to children.
G lr Arkell says the books mention things like 
tree love, masturbation, lesbianism and even 
homosexuality. G lr Arkell: “These are 
not the sort of things which should be taught 
to children, and if they are not to be taught, 
then why are the teachers attending the 
course?’’

■  Time For Timekeeper
LIVERPOOL: A 53-year-old timekeeper who 
indecently assaulted a 14-year-old boy was 
given a six month prison term last week in 
Liverpool by Stipendiary Magistrate Leslie 
Pugh. He had the sentence suspended for 
two years and was fined £50 on each of two 
charges.

■  Fairer Sex Law Soon
LONDON: After the summer recess, Parlia
ment will study a new bill, currently being 
drafted, which legislates against sexual 
discrimination.

The bold move comes right on the heels 
of two very frustrated private efforts by Mr. 
Willie Hamilton in the Commons, and Lady 
Seear in the Lords.

If it gets the rubber stamp, the Govern
ment Bill will probably be moulded along 
the lines of the Race Relations Act. Simply, 
that specific act will mean that those who 
believe they are being discriminated against 
in jobs and status because of their sex will 
be given a chance of investigation and 
redress.

The prime targets of the law will be large 
organisations that persistently discriminate 
against women. Organisations like trade 
unions, businesses and professional bodies.

■  Third Thoughts?

STOCKHOLM: After living for the past ten 
years as a bearded (and the last two) happily 
married man, Marianne Hersegard, a 29-year- 
old hospital worker who at age 19 was given 
a partial sex-change operation has decided 
she wants to be a woman again. After a car 
accident Marianne, at this point in time 
Mikael, was shocked to discover her menstrual 
periods commencing again. Although a 
further course of hormone injections were 
given, Mikael found himself unable to cope 
either physically or mentally as a man. Now 
separated from his wife and awaiting plastic 
surgery to provide new breasts, Marianne 
criticised the doctors and psychiatrists who 
advised her to undergo the operation in 
1963. She advised others thinking of changing 
sex roles to reconsider, adding that anyone 
born as a woman can never be satisfied in a 
man’s role. Marianne is still having trouble 
with her facial hair and will probably have a 
deep, masculine voice for the rest of her life.

■  The Church Smiles Softly

NEW YORK: The Salvatorians last week 
began a course for members of their com
munity on the ministry to Catholic gays.

They say there’s a great need to make 
people aware that the homosexual is an 
individual person with human needs and 
values, and that the homosexual is not too 
different after ail, from anybody else.

They say that the teaching of the Church 
is that any sexual act outside marriage is 
wrong, but they also say that the Church is 
just as concerned with helping a person with 
homosexual tendencies as she is with helping 
anyone.

They also said that their voice about gay 
attitudes is not to be seen as a wholehearted 
support for movements like Gay Liberation, 
but they wanted to make it clear that they 
felt positive about making a stand to treat all 
gay people as total equals.

■  The Way We Like It

QUEBEC, CANADA: Mr Oswald Moyes, 
who’s one of the Canadian officials of the 
Rotary Club, told a meeting of 200 Rotarians 
recently that a gay policeman was the best 
sort of law enforcer because he helped keep 
the community gay.

Mr Moyes is 60. He was stressing the need 
for better police relationships with the 
public, and he said that the happier the 
policeman, the happier his dealings with the 
public. But Mr Moyes used the word ‘gay’ 
instead of happy. Either he made one of the 
loveliest clangers of the year, or Quebec has 
had a moral transplant.

Athens Low season £41
7-28 day r/t High Season £52

Tangier Low Season £41
7-28 day r/t High Season £48

Johannesburg one way £105
28 day r/t £140

■  Nice Idea, Sailor
LONDON: Not the sort of story that usually 
makes it into our columns, but then, any
thing qualifies these days. This just seems 
like a fine idea. An extra nice seagoing gay 
friend of ours called ‘Silver Buckle’ wrote 
the other day saying he was sick and tired of 
a lot of what he said was the ‘petty bickering’ 
of the gay world.

So, he’s rounded up three of his own gay 
cohorts, pushed his most miserable memories 
aside, and he’s just about to sail around the 
world in a yacht. Beats cruising around Eros 
in a Mini.

■  Giant Gay Gala
OHIO USA: Plans for the big All-Ohio Gay 
Conference have just been announced. It ’s 
due to start on the campus of the Ohio State 
University on May 4.

The conference is being sponsored by the 
Ohio Gay Pride Committee, a coalition of 
gay groups and individuals from around the 
world.

Two of the speakers at the event will be 
Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, co-authors of 

» Lesbian/Woman. The weekend conference 
will also feature workshops, an art exhibition, 
films and videotapes, a dinner, a dance and 
an outdoor rock concert.

Registration for the weekend — if anybody 
feels the urge to spend up big and go away — 
will be 3 dollars (UK£1.25), and that in
cludes the dinner, dance and rock concert. If  
you want to go, write to the committee,
1739 N High Street, Columbus, Ohio, USA.

■  It’s Liberace, In Mink
SYDNEY: Liberace arrived in Sydney last 
week to start an Australian tour, and almost 
left the local fashion writers without any 
appropriate adjectives.

He siinked down the steps from the jet 
wearing a sequined green velvet suit, riffled 
shirt, a fawn mink coat, a piano shaped 
diamond watch, two enormous rings, a pen
dant and a medallion made of gold, and a 
bracelet, and crucifix, made of diamonds.

Said Liberace to the crowd of newsmen: 
“These are just my street clothes.”

■  Gay Prisoners Action
WASHINGTON: The National Gay Prisoners 
Coalition has formed a branch at the Washing
ton State Penitentiary. Membership is open 
to homosexual and heterosexual people and 
there are no membership fees.

The goals of the organisation include a 
probe into the treatment given gay prisoners 
by prison staff, a drive to legalise homosexual 
acts in prison, and an effort to present to 
state powers an alternative suggestion other 
than prison for all gays in legal trouble.

B  Nude Frankenstein?
ROME: Warhol Superstud Joe D’Alessandro, 
whose generous dimensions have been res
ponsible for a torrent of penis-envy among 
more than one generation of filmgoers, (see 
Flesh, Trash, Heat), will appear in Flesh For 
Frankenstein, now being filmed as an Andy 
Warhol/Carlo Ponti production in Rome. 
Co-starring as Baroness Frankenstein will be 
Monique Van Vooren, a 50s starlet of whom 
little has been heard of late. Joe’s physique 
will probably feature as strongly as ever, but 
this time in 3D! Reach for your viewing 
glasses, fans.

■  No Room For Teach-In
ED: Lack of space forces us to omit from this issue 
our report of the Highbury and Islington CHE Group’s 
Teach-In. As it was a most constructive event, it will 
appear in an abbreviated form in GN22.

Nairobi one way £60
28 day r/t £106

Sydney one way £160
45-180 day r/t £272

Other Destinations 
Upon Request

JETBACK TRAVEL SERVICE, TELEPHONE 01-402 8222

168 Sussex Gardens, London W2 1TP

Newsettes

Warning
Be Sure To Fly With A Reputable Discount Travel Service
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TheThought
Count?

'T m  from WORLD IN ACTION” , said the 
fairly short, youngish guy, with the black groomed 
hair and jump suit, ” and we're busy putting 
together a programme about the gay world. Can we 
record an SMG meeting and videotape a couple of 
interviews?”

“ Fine! Great!”  reacted john Breslin, Secretary 
to SMG.

The man introduced himself: “ John Scales -  
I ’ve just returned from Holland, from some 
filming. My programme will have Dutch and US 
material, and, of course, Scottish coverage . . .
God! . . .  i t ’s gone three thirty and i t ’s Friday -  
could you possibly cash a cheque?”

“ Er (gasp), well . . .  all r ig h t. . . ”
The following Tuesday’s Glasgow meeting was 

good fun with Martin Frutin, our lovely Travel 
Agent, chatting about packets and packaged tours. 
John Scales was there (“ union difficulties has 
ballsed up my camera arrangements” ) and was 
observed leaving arm-in-arm with a not unattractive 
Glesca’ gentleman. Well, that’s nice, we mused -  a 
gay TV producer should be able to “ tell it like it 
is”.

The next day John was round at the Secretary’s 
home making all sorts of complicated telephone 
calls arranging a special SMG meeting with the 
Camera Team. Could Danny Mullen meet C liff 
Richard o ff the ’plane at Turnhouse Airport? Our 
C liff had apparently been diverted from Glasgow. 
Danny (understandably piqued at his hair shampoo 
special and unnecessary journey to Glasgow the 
previous evening) demurred. It didn’t seem to 
matter: C liff was getting into Glasgow after all, 
we were told. He was going to Chair the Meeting 
at Community House. (YES! we were still gobbling 
the bait!)

Mike Coulson and I were alerted and were all 
set (and shampoo’d) to go through from Edin
burgh when an emergency call was flashed from 
john Breslin which revealed all: STV Studios in 
Glasgow had denied all knowledge of John Scales. 
The hoax had been rumbled with 3 hours to spare!

A handsome and intricate April Fool’s joke . . .  
but at some cost to SMG. About £25 of private 
cash, a special leaflet announcing the event, and 
red faces all round (except, perhaps, that lucky 
member who spent a good night in bed).

If you see “ John”  around do tell him that his 
Scottish friends would like him to drop in for a 
vigorous sporran-fondling session sometime soon. 
John’s surname varies. It seems to depend on the 
cheque-book he happens to be carrying around at 
any particular moment.

Ian C. Dunn

Round One 
To Councillor

Ms. Sheila Smith, who seems to have 
found a long-awaited seat aboard the public 
watchdog wagon, is still having a lot of pub
licity over her anti-CHE moves not long ago.

G lr Ms. Smith started it all off at the end 
of last month, when she gave a very firm 
refusal to CHE’s request to use one of 
Haringey’s schools to hold a meeting.

She used the weight of her status on 
Haringey’s council and also the might of her 
Education chairmanship to make it very 
clear to CHE that they could not use the 
school.

The first volley of criticism for the blunt 
refusal came from Labour Councillor 
Geoffrey Pollard who said the campaign’s 
application to use the school seemed to be 
acceptable.

He said, therefore, that the matter should 
have been referred to the education commit
tee rather than be refused outright.

G lr Ms. Smith said, very unsmilingly, that 
the decision to close the door on CHE was 
made simply because the council affairs had 
to be run the right way, and not because it 
was a show of attitude towards 
homosexuality.

She said that the decision had to be 
instant, so she gave an instant one. She said 
that as far as she knew, the campaign had 
found an alternative site.
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Printed below are two o f the letters sent to 
GN's Problem/Advice/Help column called Troubled 
Water. Other correspondents have received personal 
replies.

I f  you are at all worried or anxious about any 
matter, large or small, drop us a line to the address 
at the end o f this piece. Strict confidence is 
guaranteed and i f  you prefer your letter not to be 
published, please state so clearly. An experienced 
and qualified gay befriending service is helping us 
answer any serious or d ifficu lt problems that we 
feel unable to advise on.

A ll sexes are welcome to use this service.
Write to us at:

Dept T/W,
Gay News,
34d Redcliffe Square,
London SW10.

Dear Troubled Water,
My problem is a mixture of ultra shyness and 

the drinking to beat it. I have a good body but the 
pseudo-set never get past my face, which isn’t bad. 
I'm just 24 but rapidly going bald. The last three 
contacts I made turned out to be one rolling, one 
attempted and one rent, which doesn’t do my ego 
any good. Fear and distrust of anyone who talks 
to me, leads me to drink myself until I ’m brave 
enough to take the chance. The trouble is, when 
I ’m brave enough, I ’m past it. The last time I 
approached a youth I liked a lot, I had to drink so 
much courage, I got a distinct feeling I ’d insulted 
him merely by saying hello. So I wobble from bar 
to bar, getting steadily drunker. The situation has 
been getting worse over the past three years. One 
solution is to stay away from bars etc, but that 
won’t increase my already non-existent circle of 
friends, will it? I ’m not an avid group joiner, but 
the thought of becoming a drunk who buys his 
friends and sex scares me stiff.

Hopefully yours,
Alan

Troubled Water: As Alan has already found, 
alcohol is not the cure for shyness it  seems to be 
at first sight. One or two drinks help one relax and 
get to know people more easily, but you can't 
develop useful relationships with others i f  you get 
drunk. And it  is only by gradually learning to make 
friends with others that confidence w ill grow and 
shyness w ill be beaten. The only answer is to go 
very easy on the alcohol (what about a tonic 
with no gin) and trying to develop some meaning- - 
fu l friendships with fellows who have common 
interests; some non-sexua/ friendships could be 
very helpful in developing social skills. Being shy 
is one o f the difficulties o f being young and being 
young is something we all (unfortunately) tend to 
grow out of.

Getting hooked on drink is a danger gay people 
have to look out for with special care. So much 
gay life centres on bars and places where they 
drink, that the progress from ordinary social 
drinking to heavy drinking and on to frank 
alcoholism can happen all too easily.

Dear Troubled Water,
I moved here from Derby in January and feel 

very lonely indeed. I have had one or two ads in 
Gay News, but as I am 46 years old, when I do get 
replies and state my age, I never hear from anyone 
again. I see no reason to lie.

I was a member of CHE in Derby, but 
on my moving from Derby to Newcastle, I have 
been told I can never attend their meetings though 
I remain a member of CHE. I can think of two 
misdemeanours. One may have been asking some 
of the members for their addresses; secondly we 
had a new member who kept a public house. One 
Sunday morning I walked into the pub, met the 
member and said I was a member of CHE. This 
upset him and I was told by the Tyneside con
venor that although I wasn’t ashamed of being gay, 
nor was he but other members might be. Henceforth 
I am not allowed to go to CHE meetings here. 
Consequently I am a very lonely person in a rather 
large city.

Hoping you can help me as I am feeling so 
depressed.

Ken
Troubled Water: As Ken has discovered, to his 
cost, a great deal o f discretion and consideration is 
still needed when approaching other homosexuals, 
especially those who are new to the scene.

Het friendships build up quite naturally: to 
demand addresses on first acquaintance is dis
concerting, for one’s motives w ill be questioned. 
Very few relationships which are enduring and 
long lasting are built up on sexual activity alone.
No relationship w ill last unless there is friendship; 
this is why so many “affairs " walk out on each 
other at the first tiff. Give yourself time Ken.
This way age need not be a barrier. Try bridge 
building!

Letters
Continued

ED: In GN 19 we printed a letter received from a 
sister called Mary. She was very critical o f some 
aspects o f the paper, in particular the personal 
ads and the extracts from 'The Queens Vernacular 
— A Gay Lexicon'. We asked readers to send in 
their reactions to her communication, which we 
headed 'Perverted Sex News'. That was the name 
she suggested would be an apt title for Gay News. 
Your response has kept the postman busy for the 
last week, so we decided to extend the 'Your 
Letters' column to publish a selection o f this 
flood o f mail.

Splendidly Forthright
Lytham St Annas, Lancs
Dear Gay News,

Congratulations Mary (GN19) for your 
splendidly forthright letter which surely spoke for 
a great majority of gay people.

Having only recently made the acquaintance of 
GN via a friend, I too am often horrified and 
sickenec to read many of the ads and letters con
tained in this otherwise excellent publication. How 
the hell the gay movement in general can possibly 
hope to receive Parliamentary or public support or 
sympathy which we all scream for, when such per
verted and even obscene material is allowed to 
appear — albeit I admit from only a slender 
minority. Nevertheless, such things will never 
enhance our reputation with anyone and w ill only 
continue to alienate us still further in the public 
mind. I do urge GN to give thought to reviewing 
its current policy.

There must be countless gay people like 
myself, often lonely, depressed and even suicidal, 
who simply desire to be accepted as equals and to 
integrate in this predominantly het society. We do 
not wish to remain closet queens for the rest of 
our lives, whilst at the same time do not want to 
be regarded by society as a whole as perverts’ only 
suited to permanent incarceration in psychiatric 
wards.

Surely such ads only serve as ammunition to 
society (especially the police) to condemn us all.
We will. I’m convinced, gradually sow the seeds of 
our own destruction if pretty swift action is not 
taken, so please at the very least, tone down the 
ads, otherwise we shall all suffer, as the results of 
the ravings of the real perverts.

Please let me conclude by thanking everyone 
at Gay News for allowing us to realise that people 
such as myself are not altogether alone, no matter 
bow depressed, lonely and alienated we often feel.

Dennis

Accept the Difference
London W14
Dear Collective,

With reference to her letter headed 'Perverted 
Sex News' (GN19) what's Mary's surname? 
Dykehouse? For God's sake Mary, come off it. I 
note that you are a new subscriber to Gay News. 
Why take out a subscription if you find the maga
zine so objectionable? The shock and horror you 
felt didn't appear to have stopped you from avidly 
reading all the letters and small ads. You didn’t 
have to, you know, just as your namesake doesn't 
have to watch all those telly progs she finds so dis
gusting. No, I don't call you a prude. Just a hypo
crite. As for four letter words, they have been seen 
in the Sunday Times. But you probably don't read 
the ST or any other Sunday paper, come to that, or 
you would realise that they carry ads for such items 
as sex aids, provocative nightwear etc, few of 
which I've noticed in GN.

As for being no different from 'normals' . . .  all 
I can say is vive la difference. What we want is for 
them to know that we're different from them, but 
accept the difference with tolerance and equality.
To want to seem the same as them is to (mistakenly) 
believe that we're inferior and I'm sure GLF isn't 
doing that.

Leb Robinson
PS, I'm not a decent girl. I thought that phrase 
went out with Emily Post.

Little for Gay Girls
London SW18
Dear Gay News,

With reference to 'Mary's' letter (GN 19), I 
have at last been prompted to write and therefore 
hopefully join the very small band of gay girls to 
have their letters published in Gay News.

But to be quite honest, in view of the content 
of GN as it now stands, you do not give us much to 
write about, as there is very little  in the paper 
directed specifically at gay girls.

I realise that instead of negative criticism, I 
should be making helpful suggestions as to how 
this failing could be eradicated -  you could always 
advertise for a few girls to join your editorial staff.

Back to Mary's letter . . .  at the risk of being 
labelled a 'bent Mrs Whitehouse', I'm afraid I agree 
with Mary regarding the views she holds on some of 
GN's articles, firstly 'Words To Play With' serves no 
possible purpose whatever -  whether you're gay or 
straight, one should be able to communicate one's 
views and intentions without resorting to what is 
tantamount to a dictionary of obscene terms.

Secondly, it seems, according to the number of 
articles devoted to the subjects, that gay boys 
spend 24 hours a day either 'cottaging' or hanging 
around trying to pick up 'chickens' -  no wonder 
straights think we are obsessed with sex!

The fact that we prefer to go to bed with 
someone of the same sex may be an important part 
of our lives; but it is not the be-all and end-all of 
our existence.

Perhaps I and the many gay girls I know are 
exceptions, but we tend to devote a lot of our time 
to doing other things . .  . going to theatres, cinemas.

out for meals, riding, driving, working and generally 
getting on with living. If a relationship, whether it 
is a one night stand or a more permanent arrange
ment comes along, then all well and good. But none 
of the gays I know — of both sexes -  go to gay 
pubs and clubs with the one intention and aim of 
picking up trade.

Right, outraged sermon ended, I would actually 
like to compliment Gay News, believe it or not — I 
think that the newspaper is a very much needed 
publication for gays, but I'm sure your circulation 
figures would be just as good without the un
necessary emphasis which the bulk of your articles 
seem to place on where to pick up trade, and what 
to do when you are prevented from doing so.

Andy Hostler
ED: We have often stated in our pages that GN is 
for gays o f all sexes. But i t  is up to gay women to 
respond to our requests for contributions. Until 
they do, there undoubtedly w ill be a shortage o f 
news, features and information specifically o f 
interest to them. We at GN feel that we are ex
periencing a 'Catch 22 ' situation.

When the paper has advertised for people to 
jo in our editorial staff, we have always made it  
quite dear that enquiries and applications are 
welcome from any sex. Successful applicants are 
chosen because o f their qualifications and capa
bilities, not because o f their particular sexuality or 
sex.

Straight From The Times

Liverpool 7
Dear Gay News,

Like Mary (GN 19) I am a new reader of Gay 
News -  in fact number 19 was the first I had read.

To be quite honest, I was expecting something 
as obscene as (dare I say it?) Oz with the pre
judiced and irrational political views of the majority 
of the underground press. One of the first things I 
read was Mary's letter; her references to 'filth ',
'four letter words', 'trash' etc seemed to confirm 
my worst suspicions.

However I persevered and can only say that she 
and I can only have been reading two entirely 
different papers. I could find absolutely nothing 
to substantiate her allegations.

What in fact did I find? Firstly there was an 
editorial on the discrimination which the law 
exercises against gays — an editorial so reasonable 
in tone and style that it could have come straight 
from the Times or Guardian.

I found nothing perverted in the letter columns. 
Far from it in fact. The letters were all making 
valid points.

All the articles were excellently written and a 
tribute to the journalistic expertise of your con
tributors. I must say how thought-provoking I 
found the feature on Religious Instruction. The 
author made several interesting points, but I cannot 
help thinking that he has been carried away by 
his hatred of 'studs and starch' Christianity. 
Organised Christianity with all its imperfections 
is deserving of some praise. 'Christians' upheld the 
slave trade, yet it was Christians that finally brought 
about its abolition. If you point to any area of 
need, especially the Third World, you w ill find 
Christian men and women in the forefront of the 
fight against poverty and disease. Are their efforts 
negated by their acceptance of an organised 
Christianity? People from St Francis to Mother 
Theresa have lead outstanding lives of love, even 
within the allegedly 'pharisical' structure of the 
organised Church. I would submit that things are 
not as black and white as the author would have 
us believe.

Anyway to progress further into the pages of 
your paper. I can agree with Mary about the worth 
of your review pages -  everything from Martial 
and Catallus to drag in Swiss Cottage.

As to the classified ads, I must first congratu
late you on your willingness to risk conflict with 
the law in order to assist some gays to fulfillment.
A cursory glance should suffice to show that the 
majority of ads are inserted in an effort to find a 
permanent friend on the basis of sincerity and love. 
There were one or two ads which hinted that the 
advertiser wanted vaguely perverted sex practises — 
hardly evidence though of most being 'perverted 
morons'. The ads column provides a neccesary and 
useful social service.

Mary 'draws the line at filth  and the use of 
four letter words! So do I. You can find the former 
on any lavatory wall and the latter, used too freely, 
are simply evidence of poverty of expression on 
the part of the user. I would not call Mary 'a prude', 
but can only express my view of the paper as I 
found it — and I found so little  evidence to sup
port Mary's charges. On the contrary I would 
congratulate you all on the high standards you set 
yourselves and the professionalism which is so 
obvious when reading your articles.

Just so that you won't get too big-headed at so 
much praise, I w ill just add that I find your em
phasis on drag a bit heavy for my personal taste 
— but then again, no doubt many others enjoy it.
De justibus non est disputanduml

Sorry to have been so rambling and long 
winded. I just put down everything that came into 
my head — in rather haphazard order. I shall 
certainly be buying Gay News again (even at 
15pl). I wish you the best of luck.

John

Scurrilous Attacks_________________
Dear Gay News,

Were it not for the fact that my avowed motto 
is "patience in all things” , I would be forced to 
verbally castigate the young lady calling herself 
Mary, GN 19, for her utterly scurrilous attack on 
the paper.

I take the opportunity of pointing out to her 
that the paper is in no way responsible for the turn 
of phrase used by the correspondents, advertisers 
or anyone else for that matter. As for the vernacular 
it has always been with us. however unseemly it 
may appear. In fairness to the young lady however, 
it would seem that she had an unfortunate ex
perience regarding the two replies to her personal 
ad. My advice to her is 'nil desperandum'.

John Plant
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No Roof 
Over Gay Heads

And you wonder why I sit alone in my 
room . . .

The old, perhaps too-familiar cry of some
one you know. Maybe it ’s your own current 
lament. I t ’s one of the ballads of the sad 
young men.

But in London, it ’s not always the result 
of a singular life, an after-dark failure.

Too often, it ’s the system. The living 
machine which states very definitely that if 
thou art a man, thou shalt not live with 
another man. Or in a more updated way, No 
Gays, please.

The problems facing men in their often- 
depressing search for somewhere to live are 
growing daily, and invariably, it comes as a 
crushing blow to males of all sexes.

"We were really looking for a married 
couple**, is how a lot of property owners like 
to put it if they have sneaking suspicions 
about the applicants.

“ I don’t think it would suit two men, I 
think you’d be a lot happier in something 
bigger,” they pontificate.

But oddly enough, it ’s a problem that 
hits gays and non-gays with almost equal 
force. Several big agencies and property 
owners in and around London express the 
same disinterest -  or at the worst — anti
interest when they’re confronted with two 
young men looking for a together-basis flat.

Last week Gay News was confronted with 
the problem at first hand -  but the flat 
hunter in question was non-gay. As soon as 
he told the agency that he wanted to share 
it with his friend, who was another male, the 
agency took down the welcome sign and said 
they were catering for married couples.

It ’s not always that hard. Some agencies 
have totally open minds about it all.

But home owners generally take on a 
hard line if they are confronted with the 
facts.

GN went on a short hunt for flats around 
Earls Court and Hampstead. We set a ceiling 
price of £30 and asked for a self-contained, 
one or two bedroomed flat with all facilities. 
Before the date and time was set to inspect 
the flat, we told the agency that we wanted 
to be honest about it, that the two people 
looking for the flat were gay.

Three out of four agencies changed their 
minds completely, saying that the owners 
would not be happy about it. The fourth 
offered to call back and didn’t.

One of the agencies said it was a question 
best put to the house owner. Apparently the 
house owner was told and shuddered at the 
thought. But the reason relayed back to us 
was that he had second thoughts because 
‘‘two young men tend to have parties quite 
often and the other tenants mightn’t like it.”

Gay or non-gay, it ’s total discrimination. 
And usually totally reserved for men of all 
ages. Women, whether they be gay or non
gay, seldom find a problem. It ’s quite accep
table for girls to share, but for men, it ’s odd.

Gay News has from time to time had 
several reports of discrimination of this type, 
but now we would like to investigate all 
these reports and publish our findings.

We will treat all the information as con
fidential, but we’ll confront agencies, 
property owners and landlords with the 
cases and seek a reply.

If you know of any cases of discrimination 
or simply any cases of difficulty in flat or 
job hunting where the question of gayness is 
a problem, we’d like to hear from you.

From Out O f The Archives, 
Lord Boothby

Every now and then, newspapers and magazines suffer from that great illness called the 
void. That horrible vacuum between edition and edition where reporters and editors just 
can't raise a front page idea.

Last week, the dreaded sickness hit the 
brains bank down in swanky Printing House 
Square, home of the glossy, full-colour 
Sunday Times Magazine.

It must have been a bad week for that 
huge army of newsmen, because London had 
no new bridges to open, we were light on 
visiting pop stars, the Times cleaned up what 
was left of Sir Noel Coward’s epitaph, and 
Rupert Murdoch’s Sun and The News Of The 
World made a clean sweep of the city’s 
industrial traumas and latest strip sensations.

So the Sunday Times Magazine had a file 
day. A rummage through some good oldies.
Evergreens that should have been left to die.
And they came up with a marvellous piece of 
reporting -  a sort of not-too-gentle probe 
into the life and affairs of Lord Boothby.

On the credit side, reporter Susan Barnes 
deserves a Fleet Street gold star and three 
early minutes for a first class piece of docu
mentation. Lord Snowden took the pictures, 
and as pictures go, they are some of the 
best of the many pictures he has taken.

But on the red side of the column, it ’s 
hard to believe that if Susan Barnes’ assign
ment was to ‘dig out and rewrite the Boothby 
saga’, she left it alone at that. For an unbiased 
piece of background, it reads more like a 
slight accusation than a biography.

For the record, Lord Boothby became a 
slightly flamboyant member of the House 

of Commons in 1924, and managed to outdo 
scores of the entertainers of that era in 
popularity alone with his radical attitudes 
towards domestic problems, and even the 
fishing rights of his local constituents.

Lord Boothby virtually had a fan club, 
one of the first. It was nationwide. He was 
seen with the nation’s finest ladies and many 
of the greatest men. He often clashed with 
Sir Winston Churchill, who looked on Lord 
Boothby as something of a revolutionist.

He was a daring dresser, he was electric 
before electricity itself, and he always said 
exactly what he liked.

He was a friend of royalty, a dark lover 
(his private life later became the subject of a 
huge scandal) and he had that magical ability 

to make people queue in the rain to hear him 
talk.

His Parliamentary career was spangled with 
gossip. Newspapers and other media had a 
great time speculating about his after dark 
relationships with women, and even men.
But they just wondered then. Nobody dared 
print a thing. Lord Boothby probably had 
one idol, Sir Winston Churchill, who he sup
ported day and night. In a way, it was 
probably thanks to the efforts of Lord 
Boothby that Sir Winston moved out of the 
political wilderness to a place where he could 
be seen and heard.

Further, harder support from Boothby 
ultimately bore a great crop of fruit. Sir 
Winston Churchill fought tooth and nail -  
with unending support, to bring down 
Chamberlain in the late 30s. He won, and 
after ten years in what was something close 
to isolation, Churchill was the nation’s leader 
and its hero.

Lord Boothby was still a hero, but he had 
to ride a seat further back in the public popu
larity car. Until he had a wonderful confron
tation with Hitler, in which Lord Boothby 
out-confronted Hitler himself.

And later, when he played a key role in 
setting up the Radcliffe Commission on 
monetary policy, and then the very contro

versial Wolfenden Commission on homo
sexuality and prostitution.

Lord Boothby made a stand alone on the 
homosexuality point. Many of his colleages 
were ultra wary about doing anything on 
law reform. Let sleeping dogs lie, said they 
over glasses of lovely old English port.

In 1964, Lord Boothby was handed his 
daily copy of the Sunday Mirror to browse 
over during his breakfast coffee.

It said, in those attention getting head
lines, ‘PEER AND A GANGSTER. YARD  
IN Q U IR Y ’. A week later, the Daily Mirror 
pulled one short of a hat trick when it used 
up a lot of space on its front page by saying 
‘THE PICTURE WE DARE NOT PRINT’, 
and they followed it up by saying ‘A well 
known member of the House of Lords seated 
on a sofa with a gangster who leads the 
biggest protection racket ever known in 
London.”

The dirt flew. The bigots and the great 
press questioners hinted about homosexual 
goings on between a peer and a clergyman 
in Brighton.

Lord Boothby was unflustered. He denied 
it all. He said he was not a homosexual, but 
he acceded to having met the man who wore 
the tag ‘King of the Underworld’.

They made sure nobody wasted electricity 
at the Daily Mirror that week. They had to 
watch their pennies rather carefully. In a red 
faced move, the newspaper handed over a 
hefty £40,000 to Lord Boothby for an em
barrassment caused, and as a gesture of 
compensation.

In a nutshell -  ever so perforated, that’s 
part of the Boothby saga. As far as we know 
now -  apart from a brief appearance in the 
Thames show 'This Is Your Life’, Lord 
Boothby has pulled the blind a little in what 
he hopes will turn out to be a blissful 
marriage.

But reading it all carefully — over four 
weighty pages -  it seems that the glossed up 
magazine of the Sunday Times might not 
like much about Lord Boothby’s stands in 
public problems. It seems that they are only 
too willing to reincarnate a lot of old scandals 
and newspaper headlines for no real reason.

Because April 1 1973, which was the 
edition the paper that devoted so much space 
to Lord Boothby, was neither an anniversary 
of anything Boothbian nor a date to be 
remembered.

For the gay world, Lord Boothby was an 
unwritten hero. He won their unequalled 
support when he took a stand for reform 
and he concreted gay approval when he 
refused to back down for what he stated was 
a needed case for reform.

His often outrageous appearances on tele
vision, his flamboyant approach to radio, 

and even the clothes he wore, made him a 
hero in an age when the too-repressed 
homosexual community needed a hero — 
even though it has been stated publicly that 
Lord Boothby’s only official stand on gay
ness is his denial about being gay.

In essence, the only thing the Sunday 
Times managed to do was to fill up four 
pages with memories, none of which taught 
us anything new about Lord Boothby, and 
none of which helped clear up any of the 
unanswered questions.

It has been said that Lord Boothby slid 
quietly out of public life with dignity and 
fond memories. We’d prefer to go along 
with that thinking. Tim Skinner
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Cay And Proud O f lt.&  Who Gives A  Damn

It was all so easy. Joan Baez in Conference 
was almost as entertaining as Joan Baez in 
Concert.

It simply said a lot for the real power of 
the brain that powers Joan Baez. At 12.30 
am, AFTER her more-than-successful concert 
at Wembley, about 60 people packed a 
smokey annex of a reception room at the 
suave Royal Westminster to hurl ail sorts of 
questions at her.

Who ever heard of an after-midnight news 
conference -  fully attended -  for an enter
tainer. This is 1973, and that sort of thing 
rarely happens.

But happen it did, and throughout it all, 
Joan Baez sat cross legged on the table she 
was supposed to have sat behind. She drank 
copious quantities of orange juice -  straight, 
unadulterated vitamin C -  and coolly kept 
the answers coming.

Her concert, as it turned out, became a 
sort of personal editorial about the involve
ment by the United States where Joan Baez 
felt there should be no United States in- # 
volvement. She called -  as she has always* 
done, for peace and non-violence. She 
pleaded for world-wide understanding, and 
she sang the songs that made her own message 
so important.

And then she walked headlong into the 
news conference, where reporters were 
armed with their own ideas and opinions of 
Joan Baez. Many of them had done a lot of 
reading up, many of them asked about the 
first thing that sprang to their minds, and a 
lot of them had come along for a free drink.

Vietnam scored nearly the whole con
versation, because Vietnam and United States 
war involvement is why Joan Baez is able to 
sing the sort of songs she likes best.

Briefly she touched on lesbianism and 
Women’s lib, but she dismissed them during 
one glass of orange juice.

She sat cross legged on the table for an 
hour and a half. She didn’t move. She asked 
for questions and promised she’d answer 
them all.

Said Joan' “ I will go on telling as many 
people as I can that I am opposed to violence 
and war. I have been to Vietnam and I have 
seen the war. And that made me more 
opposed to it than I was when I had to rely

Even in Vietnam there’s a certain amount of 
weapons smuggling going on across the 
border. And they say this is the start of a 
peaceful era.

“ When America stopped bombing Viet
nam, it was a little victory for somebody, 
but I ’m nor sure who. But it was only a little 
victory. I just seem to be talking to people 
like you all over the world trying to get 
across this message of the need for peace, 
but I think one of the biggest problems we 
are faced with is that so many people are so 
apathetic. Nobody really seems to care about 
the war in Vietnam.

“ I know it’s a bit futile to say this, but if 
someone up there asked me how I thought 
the world was right now, I ’d say it was in a 
hopeless mess, and I have no idea how it’s 
going to be fixed.”

For a while there Was no more Vietnam 
to talk about, and Joan Baez sipped on a 
fresh glass of orange juice. A couple of 
newsmen asked about her new record and 
another middle-aged man asked her to break 
into a song ‘just for the benefit of us all 
here’. To which Joan replied that when she 
was asked that,she felt she was being used.

And the man who asked the question 
didn’t ask again.

It had to be asked. Vietnam and war and 
peace and the way Joan Baez thinks about it 
all has been given second place recently in 
nearly everybody’s newspapers to a little 
report that some time ago she had a lesbian 
experience.

Did she, we asked.
“ Yes, I did. And it was as wonderful as all 

those newspapers told you it was. Yes I had a 
lesbian experience, but apart from it being a 
fact of life, I don’t think it matters. It was 
wonderful, yes. But do you care about it.
Has it made me any less of a person in your 
eyes, I mean, here it is, after 1 o’clock in the 
morning and probably miles away from all 
your homes, and you’ve all come tonight to 
see me. So if I had a lesbian experience some 
time ago, has it messed up my status and my 
ability to hold a news conference at this 
ridiculous hour? Has it turned anybody 
away from me? Yes, I am open about it, 
because by hiding, you give a lot of people a 
wonderful weapon to get you, and that’s 
secrecy.

on what I saw on television and read in the 
newspapers.

“ I have had to pay for saying what I 
believed to be right, but if I had to do it 
again, I would gladly go to jail. I hate it in 
jail, but I understand what it is like in jail, 
and in a way, I am glad I was there for a 
while.

“ I can’t say I felt especially bitter about 
being in jail or even for being arrested for 
saying and singing things that weren’t the 
right sort of things. I suppose I did some
thing that the Government machine didn’t 
like, so I half expected to pay for it in some 
way, but I didn’t really think I would have 
to go to jail for it.

“ But you see, it’s the way they think. 
They think that to get peace, you must have 
war to force the peace. What people seem to 
forget is that peace usually comes out of 
peace. All the fighting in the world and all 
the killing in the world can only cause more

fighting and killing and bad will. That will 
never be the solution.

“They hate me singing anything that’s 
against the machine, or the war if you like. I 
am not un-American, I must make that 
clear. But when it comes to killing, then I 
feel un-Administration. The presidents have 
just got no real idea how bad it is. I have 
been to those parts of the war and I have 
seen lumps of flesh in the street. I have seen 
so many people killed by the war machine. I 
have heard so many times the ‘Head them 
off at the pass’ cry by America, and I have 
seen the massacre that was the result. And 
that is what made me more sick about it 
than anything.

“ You asked me whether I have a solution 
for the war in Vietnam. I do not believe it 
is really over. Yes, the United States have 
withdrawn, we all know that because a lot 
of us believe everything the newspapers and 
the television newscasts write.

“ But the war is not over really. What I 
think they need is one Vietnam, but to get it, 
they will probably fight for it. They always 
have and that seems to be the way history 
goes. But it was when America got into it 
that the real slaughter started. That is what I 
hated more than anything.

“You know, they even hate me talking 
about it in America on television. It ’s fan
tastic here because here you are all in this 
room and I am having a chance to say just 
what I feel about it all. And I try to get that 
message across in the concerts too, and what 
I say seems to be very popular, so all I can 
hope is that people are really as sincere about 
peace and goodwill and ceasefires as they 
demonstrate to me they are.

“ But they don’t let me talk about it. I 
was asked to go on the Johnny Carson show 
in America just before I came to England, 
and they said to me before the show, ‘now, 
don’t say anything about Mr Nixon will you?* 
and I had to agree. But I did talk about the 
war, and what I thought about it, and I made 
sure the song I sang carried quite a message 
with it.

“You see, I know that the three last 
United States presidents haven’t agreed with 
what I have been saying, but I can’t bow to 
their demands, even as I said, if it costs me a

spell in jail. And if I go to jail again, I will 
try to give a concert to the inmates.

“ I did it not long before when I sang in 
Sing Sing. They loved it and I found that even 
there, the prisoners were very anti the war.

“ But you ask me whether I think the war 
is over. No. It is not over. Yes, I know the 
United States has pulled out all its troops, 
but look what’s happening with Cambodia. 
Nobody knows who owns it, and they’re 
smuggling in weapons, and there’s even 
talk that America might have to go into the 
war zone again to press its point about de
manding peace. But that is not the way. 
Because if America went in to bomb some
where again to make it clear that it was 
demanding war, then that would be a viola
tion, and it would mean death to some 
people.

“ But I have no solution to the war. If  I 
had a solution and it was adopted, then there 
would be no more wars.

“ As for this war you’re having in Northern 
Ireland, that’s impossible. I can’t work it 
out, but then who can really work out any 
wars. But it is so bloodthirsty. In America 
they write about it, but the stories there are 
usually even worse than they are here in 
England.

“ I don’t know, you ask me about war, and 
whether I can suggest any great cure for it. 
That is wonderful, but I cannot -  just like 
many people -  come up with any solution.
I am just sick of war. And if the war comes 
to an end, then somehow, the violence just 
continues. What there should be, as far as I 
see it, and this is the way I advocate a lot of 
it in my songs, is that people who would 
usually fight should refuse to fight. And 
other people should refuse to be fought.
That would drive the potential enemy crazy, 
but it would work. What people don’t seem to 
be able to do all the time is to think in terms 
of peace and non-wars. They still seem to 
think that a few bombs here and there will 
end the war, no questions asked.

“ But not America. Look, they say that 
the nations are getting past the era of war, 
but what’s happening. Russia has built a 
record number of nuclear missiles. America 
has increased its defence budget, and other . 
countries just go on getting more arms.

“ But that was a long while ago. and since 
then, I have become man-orientated.”

She was right. Nobody cared.
Women’s Lib didn’t get much of a hearing 

either. Somebody asked whether she would 
bum her bra in the cause of the movement. 
And in Joan Baez style, Joan made it clear 
that the only reason she would burn her bra 
would be if it kept somebody warm.

With that, she thanked everybody for 
being there, and people raced away to meet 
their deadlines.

What did we learn from Joan Baez? That 
war and violence is here for a long while, and 
come what may, she will campaign to the 
death to stamp it out.

Just before we left, someone asked “What 
do you want from life?”

“ It ’s simple,” she said. “ All I want is 
peace. That’s all.”

Tim Skinner
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Personal Opinion
Positive O utlook From CHE

‘ It never rains but it pours' seems a fitting adage 
to describe the recent events that may well affect the 
lives of every homosexual man and woman in Great 
Britain.

The acceptance of the Gay Rights motion at 
the National Union of Students conference in 
Exeter is extremely encouraging, especially as it 
was voted in with such an overwhelming majority. 
So too is the Government's acceptance of the 
Sexual Discrimination Bill, which, if  it becomes 
law, will be a considerable breakthrough in the 
position of women in society, changing their lot 
from that o f second class citizens to one of equality 
with men. The arrival of the Scottish Minorities 
Group’s long worked-for Sexual Reform Bill at the 
House of Lords is a significant advance in the 
Scottish gays' struggle to end the ridiculous 
situation they have found themselves in ever since 
the Sexual Offences Act of 1967. It only applied 
to England and Wales. Unfortunately, they have 
settled for 18 as being their proposed age of 
consent for male homosexuals.

For me though, the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality's first national conference at Morecambe 
was the most constructive development o f them all. 
Only a few years ago it would have been impossible 
to hold such an event. Even now it isn’t easy and 
CHE must be congratulated for its perseverance 
and patience in dealing with the prejudice and fears 
of town councillors and the intolerant and bigoted 
editorials of local newspapers. But make no 
mistake, it wasn’t just three days o f justifiably hot 
air. CHE amply showed that of the existing gay 
organisations, they were more likely than any 
other movement to achieve equality, civil liberty 
and an end to ridicule for all gays, as well as 
changing the stifling laws that still govern those 
who choose not to conform to society's ideas about 
sexuality.

CHE has, in the past, had a reputation for 
stuffiness, bureaucracy, reactionary ambitions and 
solely middle class ideologies, Of course there arc 
those who do have rather old fashioned views about 
the direction the Campaign should be taking, but 
generally speaking the myths that have surrounded 
CHE are as laughable as the idea that every male 
homosexual is a ‘limp-wristed’ pederast and every 
lesbian is an aggressive ‘bull-dyke’.

Throughout the weekend at Morecambe, I 
couldn’t help but be aware of the friendliness and 
togetherness amongst the members, regardless of 
their social background or sex. The mixture of

social events and serious business did much to make 
this harmony possible. The biting wind and cold 
draughty conference chambers (the end of the 
Central Pier) did little  to dampen the high spirits 
and the free exchange of far ranging ideas, Even the 
ever youthful C liff Richard only making third 
place in the Eurovision Song contest didn’t detract 
from the enjoyment of the history making dance 
held in the ballroom of Morccambe’s largest pier.

Two important developments emerged from 
the conference. First -  CHE is now starting to 
work on preparing its Sexual Reform Bill. It will 
demand the end o f all types of discrimination, 
social and legal. Legislation similar to the Race 
Relations Act is wanted and ‘crimes’ such as gross 
indecency, conspiracy to corrupt and deprave 
(contact ads), indecent^ssault, sodomy etc, will 
be removed from the statute books. Harassment 
by the police and other authorities must stop and 
CHE makes it quite clear, as it has always done, 
that the only acceptable consenting age for gay 
males is the same as the one for heterosexuals. 16. 
Also, gay women figure predominantly in the 
priorities of the proposed reform. CHE wants 
nothing less than the whole of the ‘ loaf’ of equality.

Second — the importance of ‘Coming O ut’ was 
stressed throughout the conference. It's still a very 
frightening subject for a lot of people, but it was 
generally agreed that it is essential. Of course, 
deciding the degree to which one can accept, be 
honest about and no longer hide one’s sexuality 
depends on individual circumstances. No-one should 
be pressured into this major factor in gay liberation. 
It must be a personal decision.

The 'Coming O ut’ by a public figure or celebrity 
has an immeasurable effect. It gives confidence and 
reassurance to countless gays when such a person 
admits or refuses to hide his or her gayness. The 
recent action of the highly respected film  director 
John Schlesingcr (of 'Midnight Cowboy’ and 
‘Sunday Bloody Sunday’ fame) will certainly have 
fruitfu l repercussions for some time in the gay 
community. An even greater number o f non-gays 
will now be prepared to re-examine their prejudices 
and hopefully seek a wider and more adventurous 
understanding. Mr Schlesinger, in his letter pub
lished in The Observer on April 8, stated thus:
"As a homosexual, I object to being labelled a 
‘deviant’ ” .

Isn’t it about* time we , along with notable gay 
members of society took a firm stand and retaliated 
to slanders by the often blind and thoughtless

attitudes that still prevail in our country.
As a result of the solidarity expressed and 

experienced at Morecambe, Gay News is hoping to 
promote a National Coming Out Week later this 
year. We will be seeking the co-operation and 
support of ALL the gay movements in this venture. 
It may appear a move too radical for some, but we 
hope to fully examine and comment on the effects 
of ‘Coming O ut’. We will try to provoke more 
gays, including the privileged and famous, to 
follow Mr Schlesinger’s example. As our plans 
become more concrete, more details will be 
announced.

Much of this may seem like an enormous pat on 
the back for CHE. Simply, I am impressed by its 
recent wo’rk. particularly the getting-together of 
the Morecambe conference, and showing the 
country that gays are as adequate and responsible 
as anyone.

But I do have some reservations about its over- 
structured organisation, and I urge it to place even 
more emphasis on the establishments of basic 
human relationships. It must push for even stronger 
communication between its hierarchy and its 
ordinary membership.

Another sore point. I still feel i t ’s a totally 
unsatisfactory situation if  a gay -  in all sincerity -  
calls the CHE office in Manchester seeking infor
mation about gay pubs, clubs or other venues, only 
to have the request refused on the grounds that the 
caller is not a member of CHE. That one is filed 
under needless rudeness, not unhelpfulness, and 
CHE must grasp the fact that legitimate calls for 
help are duties to f u l f i l . . .  necessary responsibilities 
if you like. As one of the very needed homophile 
organisations, it must realise that part of its un
written charter is to try hard to stave o ff loneliness 
and isolation, regardless of overwork or inadequate 
facilities.

The various gay organisations and movements 
still only represent a small proportion of gays, and 
I think i t ’s time we all showed more interest in the 
valuable work they do for all homosexuals.

Maybe, also, you’ve been bored, disillusioned, 
or worried by their past activities, but couldn’t it 
be time to forget some of that. Could it not be 
time to give these organisations their first real 
chance? A chance is what they deserve, for like us, 
they are merely people who desperately need 
people. By joining their ranks, we can voice our 
criticisms and do something concrete when i t ’s 
time for action.

Denis Lemon

YOU'DE W IM IIIG  THRDUSHII 
—  I N I  11110' “ —
Every month. RACE TODAY 
covers - and uncovers - the 
twilight world of race in Britain. 
It's committed and hard-hitting, 
essential reading for the concerned 
observer.
Make sure o f your copy every month by 
taking out a postal subscription - 1 1.60 per 
annum inc p&p.

NAME -----

ADDRESS

Cheque/PO enclosed

Towards Racial Justice. 184. King's Cron 
Road. London WCI
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St George’s Day Contest

PRIZES TO BE WON 
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Easter Monday Lunchtime

'L esb ian
want Freedam 

and we want it Haw !’
The authors of this book are Lesbians. 
They are the founders of the oldest 

Lesbian organisation in America, 
the Daughters of Bilitis and the newest 

the Lesbian Mothers Union.
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Star Trek ? OF THE MONTH

A Fortnight Off Stars
As Forecast by Monsieur Pierre

ARIES March 21-A p r il 20
Whatever else you do you must at all costs 

avoid being argumentative. Use all your powers of 
leadership — the results will be worthwhile.
Subtle appeal on the 20th will win you a convert.

TAURUS April 20-May 21
Face situations realistically and don’t look on 

the gloomy side of things all the time. The evening 
of the 26th brings a threat of a violent argument. 
Take care on the 27th and reject all dubious ad
vances that may be made to you.

01
GEMINI May 22-|une 21

Don’t be temperamental or petty. Continue to 
co-operate as fully as you can with other people, 
especially those away from you. The 23rd could be 
a bad day for money matters and you could find 
yourself being cheated. The 30th is going to be 
good for all business affairs.

CANCER June 22-Ju ly 23
Try not to create tensions with a loved one -  

confidence in your domestic affairs will pay 
dividends. The 26th will be a very good day for 
reviewing your household budgets. Be on your very 
best behaviour on the 30th -  all eyes will be on 
you.

H
LEO July 24-August 23

Now is the time to attend to correspondence 
and to expand your horizons. Watch out for 
troubles with relatives, co-operation with others 
will pay handsome dividends. Be wary on the 28th 
and do consult others before taking decisions 
about money.

Lit
VIRGO August 2 4 - Spetember 23

Keep an open mind and try to see the true 
value of any projects submitted to you. Make sure 
your talents are used to the full. You usually have 
trouble in finding a partner and the 27th will be no 
exception. Don't despair -  play the field a little 
longer.

LIBRA September 2 4 - October 23
Be objective and practical and support group 

projects. Pay great attention to detail. On the 21st 
sport may take a greater role in your life — at least 
be active. The 29th will put partner in the lime
light. Put his/her needs first.

M
SCORPIO October 24-Novembcr 22

Don’t get involved in too many projects in the 
next couple of weeks. Pay great attention to your 
partner’s problems and help when asked. Tread 
carefully on the 23rd. A joke may well misfire.
Bow to authority. On the 27th push and protect the 
interests of a dear one.

B
SAGITTARIUS November 23-December 21 

More haste less speed — think carefully before 
you act and have great faith in the future. Watch 
your behaviour on the 23rd -  one of your 
mannerisms may put o ff someone that you are 
trying to impress. The 25th is a good day for taking 
important decisions.

CAPRICORN December 22-January 20 
You will be subject to great urges to spend 

money and acquire new possessions in the next 
couple of weeks. Don’t be too impetuous. You may 
well find a soul-mate on the 23rd. The 26th is a 
good day for experimenting.

AQUARIUS January 21-February 19
Don’t cling to old fashioned ideas and methods. 

Avoid pre-judging issues. Be prepared to take the 
lead in all sorts of ventures and to play an active 
role. Watch your step on the 24th -  you could get 
into a jam. Travel a little on the 30th and the 
results could surprise you.

)(
PISCES February 20-March 20

Don’t take on too much extra at this time — 
you could easily overload yourself. Care with 
money will continue to pay dividends. On the 24th 
you could win new respect by being a source of 
moderation. The 28th should provide fun within 
your home area. *

GN Competition No 1

? Of The Month is the first Gay News competition for all our readers. We hope to make this 
a regular feature in the paper.

All you have to do is answer correctly all three questions concerning the above photograph:

1. Who is the person in the photograph...............................................................................................

2. From where does the photograph c o m e ? .....................................................................................

3. What year was the photograph taken? ..........................................................................................
The first letter or postcard correctly answering all three questions that is picked out of an 

elephant's condom (a large polythene sack) on Tuesday 1st May 1973, will win a free 
LIFELONG subscription to Gay News (what else!)

Please send your replies to: GN Competition No. 1, 34d Redcliffe Square, London SW10.
The winner’s name will be published in GN No 23. Don’t forget, your answers must reach us 
by the first post of Tuesday 1st May 1973.

This com petition is not open to members o f  the Gay News s ta ff any o f  their friends , 
relatives or lovers, or anyone receiving complimentary copies o f  the paper.

i---------------------------------------------
BIRTHDAYS

This week’s star is Diana Ross, singer and 
actress, born on March 26th 1944. You share 
originality of expression and the opportunity to 
effectively organise your work. Whilst you have the 
marks of a daydreamer you also have the ability 
to achieve your ambitions if  you make the effort.

FAMOUS NUDE or 
DRAPED STUDIES
EXCELLENT FOR ART

over 350T.V., movie, sports & phy
sique stars: Vince Edwards, James 
Dean, Errol Flynn, B^rry McQuire. 
Herren, Nureyev, B. Lancaster, D ’AI- 
lesandro, Conrad, P. Fonda, L. Whit
ing, Reeves, Lupus, Namath, G. Ma- | 
haris, B. Darrin, Presley, Newman, 
opitz. Connery. Horst Buchottz. Helmut I 
beryer, A. Bates. R. Harris, Mr. Nude 
America *72, etc. List and 8 x i o  glossy 
ot vour favorite model. $5: 3 for $10.

Art Studies, 171 Bay State Road, 
Boston, Mass. 02215. Buy. swap.

[Satisfiec^o^^rhev^ac^

Why risk losing your favorite Polaroid 
snapshot, magazine pictures, slides, 
etc?— Convert to 8 x Ifl glossies $5̂  
(3 for $10). Strictly confidential.

BobbyS
PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE

BED & BREAKFAST served until noon

50 Egremont Place -  Brighton
Tel: Brighton 683961

♦ *
Easv Reach of Station 

Close to Seafront. Bars and Clubs 
Personal Attention Friendly Atmosphere 

Advance Bookings Central Heating

NUDE BOYS AND MEN

Lux Publications have a Great New 
Enlarged Fully Illustrated Catalogue 
of Gorgeous Gay Goodies in the form 
of Films and Magazines. Send cheque 
for 50p (or five lOp National Savings 
Stamps) and you’ll get your copy with a 
Free magazine coupon in 2 or 3 weeks.

G.Lux, Postbus 10269, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands.

SPRING GAY CRUISE
along the River Thames.

Tricky Dicky Disco 
FRIDAY 11th MAY

leaving 8.30pm Westminster Pier 
returning 12 midnight.

Large boat. Covered & Heated. 
Licensed Bar. Tickets £1.20 

from R. Scanes. Cheque/PO with SAE

203 Clayhall Ave. Ilford. Essex.
“ I ’m from the Ministry of Social Security — how long have you two been living together?
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Noel Coward with Judy Campbell as the ghostly Elvira in Blithe Spirit \

The Blithest Spirit
A million words have by now been written 

since the passing of the great Sir Noel 
Coward. By Fleet Street standards, he has 
had a full honours burial in Westminster 
Abbey.

The abbreviated evening dailies called him 
The Master*. The upper crust Sundays 
nearly all dubbed him with an ‘immortal’ 
tag, and the sophisticate analytical periodicals 
have described his death as one of the saddest 
and most permanent blows to legitimate 
theatre in Britain.

Some have been less kind.
But no man has commanded more atten

tion in the theatre since Sir Laurence Olivier 
lost his horse. Sir Noel Coward’s death has 
simply left a hole in live theatre which is -  
rashly -  not possible to fill.

He was a total legend. Sophisticated, gay 
in his interpretations, and political in some 
of his outlooks on stage. He was one of those 
few personages bom with a foot on the 
stage. He was meant to live on it, and meant 
to die still involved with it.

Right from the start, show business and 
Noel Coward were a happy twosome. His 
mother more or less had a hand in it when 
she called him Noel.

She did that because he was bom nine 
days before Christmas. Still, the birth of . 
Noel Coward was no flashy affair.

He once told someone simply that “ 1 was 
born in Teddington, Middlesex. I was an 
ordinary class boy. 1 was not ‘gutter’. I 
didn’t gnaw kippers’ heads in the gutter as 
Gertrude Lawrence quite untruthfully 
always insisted that she did. Nor did my 
first memory give me a picture of the crunch 
of carriage wheels in the drive.”

But somewhere in there ,was something to 
do with entertaining. It began even then.

But people have always believed that Noel 
Coward was born into a rich family. Mayfair 
at the best, or Belgravia at the worst. And 
our first mental thoughts of the then baby 
Noel was as a beautiful youngster photo
graphed on a bearskin rug murmuring baby 
jokes through clenched teeth, and possibly 
holding a tiny cigarette holder.

When Noel Coward was born on Decem
ber 16, 1899, the Boer War was filling the 
headlines, Queen Victoria turned 80 and in 
Paris, Oscar Wilde was living out the last few 
months of his life in exile.

Over the next few years, the life in the 
Coward family switched often from near 
poverty to something not a lot better. They 
moved house and they went through a share 
of family crises.

But despite the problems, Noel’s child
hood was cast in slightly classic theatrical 
mould even then. In public he was the sort 
of child who would burst into great floods 
of unexplained tears. They were usually tears 
of fury, but it made no difference to the 
mystery of them.

Noel began to sing in the local church 
when he was in his early teens, But as he 
said, he preferred singing at concerts, because 
at concerts, there was applause, and applause 
was what he liked.

People who saw and heard him said

things like ‘How sweet and pretty’, but no
body was sure whether they were referring 
to his voice or his looks. In 1910 Noel spent 
a lot of time in a dancing academy in 
Hanovej Square. He starred. He was brilliant. 
His teacher and the other pupils said so. And 
it was while he was attending these dancing 
lessons that young Noel grew fond of 
travelling alone for great distances.

He also, said a newspaper of that time, 
learned to tell beautiful lies with theatrical 
grace. And it was at this time that the Daily 
Mirror carried an advertisement for a ‘talented 
boy’ with attractive appearance to play in a 
production of ‘The Goldfish’.

He applied for, and won the role. To 
celebrate, Noel and his mother went to 
Selfridges and had ice cream sodas.

By the time he was 17, Noel was frothy 
and lucid. His lines were unique. His male 
following was huge. His female following 
was even bigger.

Perhaps where it really started to snow
ball was when Noel turned 25. That was 
when he had his first smash hit on both sides 
of the Atlantic with The Vortex, where he 
played a drug addicted son with a Hamlet
like fixation on his mother.

The public loved it, the critics hated it.
He was, they said, making something that 
was degenerate and decadent. But he did 
score huge space in newspapers, whether 
they liked it or not, they talked about it, 
and they did it day after day. Which was one 
of the reasons that Noel Coward decided to 
stay on the controversial kick.

In 1925, he did it with Hay Fever. Sex 
crept into it, and the prudes shuddered at 
parts of it, but the still young Coward was 
making people queue in the rain to get in.
His name was guaranteed box office success.

In 1925, Noel made his first venture into 
operetta with Bitter Sweet. Several acts, lots 
of crinolines, pretty lavish sets, and Viennese 
music. Lavish and pretty, but still crammed 
with some sort of disguised caustic comment 
that was becoming the trademark of Noel 
Coward.

Then in 1930, Private Lives began. And 
run it did. Even when Sir Noel Coward died, 
the West End was still running it. Perhaps it 
was the most daring of all his productions. 
People who saw it to write about it came 
away and said it was full of nastiness 
including suggestions about copulation. They 
said it was hard to take, that it was thin, 
brittle, gossamer, irridescent. Some said, 
however, that it was delightfully daring.
Which in a way, was how Sir Noel gracefully 
bowed out of the stage arena.

Cavalcade and Blithe Spirit rocketed Sir 
Noel into continued success with his blithe 
smile, his clipped accent. When he was sad, 
he still smiled. Once he said: ‘‘Never let 
people see when you are hurt.”

Few people really know how deeply he 
could be moved. His face seldom told the 
story of woe he was so often faced with.
But it was always in his plays, very clearly 
spelled out, for the millions of people who 
took the time and trouble to understand 
them.

FEATURE
Noel Coward was never cool about the 

theatre. It was his cross, his sword and his 
crown. He lived by it, he believed in it, but 
it didn’t necessarily rule his life.

He served the theatre with grace, with, 
and loyalty. He was not slipshod. He hated 
anything that came close to being less than 
perfect.

The tributes to the now late Sir Noel 
have been overwhelming. They began the 
night his death was announced, and they are 
still arriving. From heads of states to the 
people who managed to scrape enough money 
together to watch one of his shows from the 
gods. He was simply, a very very loved man.

But not all people have come to his 
praise. Very very few had anything short of 
accolades to hurl at his legacy of honest 
theatre, but the Spectator magazine which 
came out on March 31 took an odd stand.

In a more than pontificating analogy of 
the Coward Era, Will Waspe said in the 
Spectator: ‘i t  cannot, of course, be said, 
that with the deaths of Hugh Beaumont and 
Sir Noel Coward the whole edifice of homo
sexual domination of the British Theatre will 
come tumbling down, but with the loss of 
these too pillers, the structure begins, in
evitably, to look a little less secure.”

He went on to say that they were friends 
of long standing, professionally associated

for over 30 years, moving in the same social 
show-biz circles and within the same network 
of homosexuality that covers so much of . 
theatrical life.

He went on to talk about the excess of 
mincing and wrist-flapping, and though there 
were unquestionably the odd ‘boyfriends* 
who figured in the shows, their presence was 
incidental, and the ‘casting couch’ was never 
the seedy factor it was with heterosexual 

producers. Coward, said the paper, was too 
much. And definitely the professional.

But Noel Coward grew accustomed to a 
slanging match. He was, whether he asked 
for it or not, a hero of the gay world. 
Probably because of what turned into an 
outrageous approach to whatever he did. 
Coolly in control.

And now the legacy of Noel Coward is a 
great memory bank of wonderful shows, 
controversial stories and a sensational gift to 
honest theatre.

There was every chance, we think, that 
when he did get to Heaven, he did a sort of 
repeat performance.

We can visualise St Peter opening the door, 
Sir Noel wafting in through the pearly gate, 
and before the gate swings closed for the 
last time. Sir Noel must surely come and take 
a final bow.

Tim Skinner

'My Dear.
TheCoqAuVin

Was Simply D ivine!'
"Well darling, Til let you into my little secret. All the thanks for the coq 

goes to Steven.”
“ Who #s Steven?”
“ Haven’t you had him yet? He’s this wonderful young man who came

round and positively took over my whole kitchen......  he wouldn’t let me
do a thing; he did absolutely everything. He brought all the food round, 
shut himself away in my kitchen and -  well, you saw the results.**

“ Yes, but /  think I'd  rather have seen Steven. “
“Oh I know darling, but I thought he wouldn’t be safe with all us girls 

if he showed his face, but naturally he’ll appear and serve all the food he 
cooks, from intimate little soirees to enormously grand weddings and 
christenings. I ’m certainly going to have Steven -  always.”

“My dear, you aren 7 the only one...........”

Steven 11a BRACKENBURY GARDENS, LONDON W6
TELEPHONE : 01-749 0074



BOOK REVIEWS 1

The above illustrations come from the English impression of Jacques Sternberg’s book, 
Kitsch. First available in France in 1971, it is published in the UK by Academy Editions at £1.75 
(paper) or £3.50 (cloth). The book is lavishly illustrated with numerous examples of many aspects 
of high kitsch, including art kitsch, ad kitsch, porno kitsch, and living kitsch.

To define what kitsch means is a difficult task, each person seems to have his/her own per
sonal interpretation. My version is that is is good taste in bad taste. Another way I could de
fine it is by saying that kitsch is a reproduction of a familiar subject, but in a form one would 
not usually associate with it. For example, Mona Lisa teatowels, elephant shaped teapots, or 
as illustrated in the book, plastic fuck dolls and an advertisement for Bovril with a drawing of 
bulls sitting on electric chairs, with the caption ‘Bovril by Electrocution’. Perhaps that is 
oversimplifying its meaning, but to spare you an essay I ’ll leave it at that.

Kitsch is becoming one of the most popular/trendy art forms in our culture. The current 
surge of interest in the 30s, 40s and 50s is proving an ideal source for discovering new varia
tions, and it is a pastime anybody can enjoy and participate in, depending on what particular 
good bad taste turns him/her on. Jacques Sternberg’s book is an excellent introduction to kitsch 
for the uninitiated and lazy, or for those who just want something eye-boggling to scan 
through. Essential for all aware coffee tables.

Denis Lemon

The Lavender Menace 
O f Radicalesbians

LESBIAN/W OMAN  by Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon. Published by Corgi/Bantam Books, 60p.
. .  this is a subjective book. It is not a true confession . . .  it does not pretend to be 

scientific either. It is written from experience -  firsthand experience with the persons 
involved. It is partisan. But we hope it will be coolly, rationally, factually, heatedly partisan. 
For no book on the Lesbian can overlook the feelings, the thoughts, the self image, the 
beingness of the woman who has adopted this as her life style . . . ”

So Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon introduce 
Lesbian/Woman. The book is certainly all of 
those things and the first bi-jective biography 
in that they both write about and interrupt 
each other and the many Lesbians they met 
when they founded Daughters of Bilitis (a 
person not a health condition, who was sup
posed to have lived on Lesbos at the time of 
Sappho) for Lesbians in 1955. DOB also 
launched Ladder Magazine one year later.

Scattered through their turgid style are 
some marvellous moments of perception: 
“We have maintained a strong objection to 
measuring the Lesbian in terms of happiness 
or unhappiness. A Lesbian who is struggling 
with her identity or who may be trying to 
repress her sexuality will, of course, be un
happy during that period of her life . . .
The Lesbian who has hurdled the identity 
crisis and established a meaningful and satis
fying relationship with another woman may 
still feel somewhat unhappy on occasion 
becuase of society’s strictures. Happiness is 
not stationary ; it is fluid, it fluctuates . . . ”

“Gay is Good’’ is more than a slogan. It

signifies a way of life that need not and can
not be measured in heterosexual terms. 
Continued comparison is useless and serves 
no-one.. .  ’*

“ This does not mean that Lesbians reject 
their femininity or are unhappy being 
women . . .  It means that they reject male 
definitions of what it means to be a woman 
and are uphappy with their ‘assigned roles’.’’ 

“ Heterosexuals often have difficulty in 
understanding our claim that homosexual 
counsellors can deal successfully with hetero
sexual clients, but that the reverse isn’t 
necessarily true. There are several reasons — 
homosexuals are exposed all their lives to 
the heterosexual life style, and its concomi
tant problems; most of their professional 
training is in these areas; and homosexual 
counsellors are not biased against hetero
sexuality and would not be disposed to pre
judge their clients. While more enlightened 
heterosexual therapists do not feel it im
perative that homosexuals change their 
sexual orientation and do encourage their 
clients to adjust to their homosexuality,

their approach is still more often than not, 
judgemental or patronising. The implication 
is that homosexuality is an unfortunate 
substitute for heterosexuality and that the 
homosexual must make the best of his 
‘affliction’.”

The latter part of the book describes the 
growing pains of DOB and Ladder magazine, 
the birth of the homophile movement in the 
States and its development into political 
action in alliance with the women’s move
ment. Sisterhood solidarity shattered into 
sexist in-fighting between straight ladies and 
the ‘Lavender Menace’ (Lesbians). Del 
Martin, chairman of San Fransisco’s Branch 
of National Organisation for Women (NOW) 
challenged Betty Freidan, President of NOW 
to take a stand on the Lesbian issue to 
prevent women’s oppression of the Lesbian. 
Betty Freidan obviously still caught up in 
her own ‘feminine mystique’ ignored the 
letter. Del wrote to the chairman of the 
board who considered the idea sheer disaster. 
The ensuing eruptions in NOW conferences 
by the Lavender Menace make spicy reading.

“ Lesbian-baiting is, of course, a favourite 
masculine ploy in putting down feminists. 
Members of Women’s Liberation, in earlier 
days, were known to take all sorts of insults 
at the hands of their antagonists, but dis
solved into tears when called a ‘dyke’ . . .  
but in their consciousness raising small groups 
—  they found that Lesbians were likeable

women not unlike themselves . .  .”
“ Both Radicalesbians on the East Coast 

and Gay Women’s Liberation in the West 
have identified almost wholly with the 
women’s movement and have only an in
direct alliance with the homophile move
ment . . . ”

Prophetic words, I ’m sufe, for what will 
happen in Britain in regard to Lesbians and 
their political loyalty. If  there is to be any 
gutsy homophile liberation movement in 
Britain the men had better come out of their 
closets and cottages and listen and partici
pate in the women’s movement.

Lesbian/Woman is not entirely a political 
manifesto. There are many anecdotes about 
lesbians, their loves and problems which 
makes the reader alternate between hot dis
pleasure and chuckles. They speak to Les
bians too -  about their future:

“ Know yourself, accept who and what 
you are, and then take charge of your own 
destiny . . .  You are competent to deal with 
your own life as a Lesbian given the chance, 
don’t expect anybody to give you the chance 
-  you’ll have tp take i t . .  . whatever else you 
do,quit snivelling and blaming others for 
your plight, even if it ’s true . . .  otherwise 
you can drown in your self-pity. If  you are 
scared (and we all are in the beginning) 
remember that those you fear are probably 
even more afraid of you.”

By SAPPHO
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Diana Ross, the fashions o f  the 1 930 's suit her admirably.

Holiday-Hollyw ood
Style

The facts of her death are dispensed with 
by a mere photograph of a newspaper head
line announcing ‘Billie Holiday dies aged 44’, 
whilst the concert continues. The film omits 
the painful fact that she died in a hospital 
bed whist under arrest for illegal possession 
of narcotics -  the police guard having been 
removed by court order -  only a few hours 
before her death, which, like her life, was 
disorderly and painful.

Throughout Lady Sings The Blues, poetic 
licence is very much in evidence. Her mother 
in real life was 38 when she died, but here is 
shown as a mature and older woman. Three 
husbands are not included in the story. 
Conspicuous by their absence throughout the 
film are both pianist Teddy Wilson and saxo
phonist Lester Young, who formed such an 
integral part of the Holiday career.

Now for the good things, and there are 
many, in spite of its inadequacies. Firstly I 
should mention the montage sequences con
ceived by Laurence Schiller. Shot in sepia, as 
a splendid contrast to John Alonzo’s 
beautiful colour photography, we are shown 
the courtship of Billie and Louis McKay, and 
later in a few well chosen stills, the anguish in 
Billie Holiday’s face whilst serving a prison 
sentence. The title shots, using the start, 
then freeze technique, shows the torment 
endured by her as she is arrested whilst in 
need of further drugs, but initially denied 
them.

The star of the film is Diana Ross, making

her screen debut -  and quite a debut it is 
too. She is a beautiful, graceful woman, and 
the fashions of the 1930’s suit her admirably. 
She runs through all the emotions -  from a 
shy adolescent and later starry eyed roman
tic, to the other extremes of showing the 
tortures of drug addiction and humiliations 
when denied a licence to sing in New York 
clubs after her first arrest.

Long before the phrase ‘tell it like it is’ 
was in use, Billie was doing just this through 
her vivid and memorable interpretations of 
the songs closely associated with her. Diana 
has gone on record as saying that she has 
tried not to sound like Billie or phrase like 
her -  but this is a debatable point, con
sidering how many songs featured end with 
the familiar two note slur used by Billie. The 
Ross interpretations of ‘All of Me', ‘Them 
There Eyes’, ‘ Love is Here to Stay’ and other 
standards are fine by me. However it is when 
she comes to sing Billie’s personal songs 
such as ‘My Man' and the closing ‘God Bless 
The Child’ that we miss the full poignancy 
and feeling that only Billie could give to 
them -  and we are left with a poor imitation.

Critics in America were full of praise for 
Diana's acting, and if she didn't win the 
Oscar as expected, it is still a debut that will 
be long remembered. Unfortunately, because 
of the typical Hollywood gloss surrounding 
the story, there are moments which only 
succeed in cheapening the memory of a 
great singer. Barry Conley

L A D Y  SINGS THE BLUES directed by Sidney Furie, starring Diana Ross and Billy Dee 
Williams. Distributed by Cinema International Corporation. A Paramount Picture. Cert ‘X ’.

Mom and Dad were just a couple of kids when they got married. He was 18 and she was 
16 and I was 3 . . . thus began Billie Holiday’s biography published in 1956. When she died 
tragically in 1959, it was inevitable that Hollywood would eventually film her life story. 
Sidney Furie’s film has telescoped most of the important events of her life into a 6 year 
span, and with audience reaction in mind, ends the film on a triumphant note as Billie per
forms a successful concert at Carnegie H a ll.

Don't Come Dancing
LAST TANGO IN PARIS (United Artists) director Bernardo Bertolucci is a modem 
romantic saga for sophisticated voyeurs, with a mechanical, too perfect Marlon Brando, 
having a French affair with a fiery Maria Schneider. The film tends towards a parody of the 
traditional romantic French cinematic style with its shadows and soft music, but the sex and 
the language make it more modernistic. _____________________________

Am I oversimplifying a film that has 
caused a greater furore than even Andy 
Warhol, largely because of a small scene 
where Brando buggers Schneider with the 
aid of half a pound of best butter. It ’s all 
very intense like most French movies -  
lovers, whores and alley ways, full of 
director’s self indulgences. Also it is very 
lifeless, doing nothing to explore the reasons 
for the non-communication that it depicts.

Quite a nauseating experience really, 
going to the lunchtime performance, squeezed 
in with giggling secretaries, and old men 
noisily sucking boiled sweets, all waiting for 
a bit of tit, by courtesy of the United Artists 
publicists. She has got a lovely pair though, 
no kidding!

David Seligman

Maria Schneider getting ready to tango.

Sex Games
EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT SEX BUT WERE 
AFRAID TO ASK (United Artists). A few 
years ago “ Dr” David Reuben wrote a sup
posedly serious and factual book, a deliberate 
money making bestseller for a mass reader- 
ship. It contained reams of over-simplified 
misconceptions and slanderous inaccuracies 
on various aspects of sexuality and more 
particularly homosexuality. Just to prove 
how seriously he takes his work, Reuben 
recently sold the film rights for no doubt a 
massive amount of money, to Woody Allen, 
knowing that the end product would debunk 
and contradict just about every miserable lie 
and half-truth in the book.

Written, directed by and starring Woody 
Allen, the film is divided into seven segments, 
each of which has the title of one of the 
book’s headings. Excepting the first on 
chastity with Lynn Redgrave, they are 
brilliantly bitter, cynical and often funny 
ha ha. My favourites were ‘Sodomy’ about a 
middle class doctor who has a romantic affair 
with a sheep: ‘What’s your perversion?’ a 
delightful take of of ‘What’s My Line’, 
featuring a rabbi who loves to be tied up 
and beaten: an episode on sexual research, a 
parody ot a Hammer film, in which a cross 
between Dracula and Frankenstein creates a 
giant breast which roams the country . . . 
finally that latter day symbol of healthy 
heterosexual virility, Burt Reynolds, as the 
big boss cell inside the section of a man’s 
brain that controls the working of his penis. 
The brain looks like the control room at 
Cape Kennedy as the seduction of a girl is 
conducted like a moon shot.

David Seligman

Eclipse O f Two Sons
TOTAL ECLIPSE by Christopher Hampton (BBC2 April 10th)

To be a poet, one must become a ‘seer’. “ 11 s’agit d’arriver a l’inconnu par le dereglement 
de tous les sens." So wrote the 16 year old Rimbaud to Georges Izambard, his school master 
and early mentor. Later the same year (1871) he left Charleville for Paris to stay with the 
Verlaines and to continue the “disordering of the senses” to which he had committed himself

It is with his arrival at the Verlaines that 
Christopher Hampton takes up the story in 
his play ‘Total Eclipse’ now adapted for 
television. The play is no simple biographical 
study of Paul Verlaine and Arthur Rimbaud, 
but an attempt to present and explore the 
nature of the ferocious and destructive 
relationship between the two poets.

Given the subject and relying solely on 
historical record, Christopher Hampton 
could not have helped but write an interesting 
play. But this work is more, it is powerful 
and disturbing. With a skilful and economic 
use of dialogue which we have come to 
expect from him, the story is opened and the 
characters established in a handful of lines. 
The wit of ‘The Philanthropist’ is here fore
shadowed, and the use of imagery (both of 
his own and of the poets’) is memorable -  
Rimbaud’s vision of mirrors reflecting in 
mirrors endless new vistas of himself, as an 
example.

In an account of these two men’s relation
ship, any writer runs the risk of depicting 
Verlaine as so weak of purpose as to be a 
mere figure of fun. Here, though, is an 
attempt to draw him as a tragic figure.
Unable to resist either the youth’s physical 
charms or his fierce personality, Verlaine is

caught inextricably in, and ultimately des
troyed by, that disordering of the senses to 
which Rimbaud has pledged himself.

The great question marks that intrigue 
readers of Rimbaud to this day -  why did he 
stop writing poetry altogether at the age of 
20, how sincere and significant was his death
bed conversion -  were judiciously avoided, 
and referred to only insofar as they affected 
Verlaine. The abandoning of his poetry was 
dismissed in a line, a less than impartial 
account of his conversion was delivered by 
the pious Isabelle Rimbaud, Arthur’s 
dangerously well-meaning sister.

Joseph Blatchley in his appearance was 
uncannily like the Rimbaud we know from 
photographs. His flat ‘non-acting’ delivery 
threatened at first to mar the production, 
but in fact caught exactly the right tone for 
what was to follow. The technique of Ian 
Hogg's Verlaine was in complete contrast, 
serving to underline the conflict between the 
menace of the fanatical younger man, and 
the wild violence of frustration, incompre
hension and despair that was Verlaine’s.

This most disquieting production of ‘Total 
Eclipse’ will surely be repeated. If you missed 
it this time round, don’t make the same 
mistake twice.

Michael Mason

CHE 
Grand May Ball

FRIDAY 11th MAY 1973 

FULHAM TOWN HALL 

8pm — Midnight

LIVE MUSIC 

TICKETS £1.00

Lost Nostalgia Regained at

The Friday Film Society
The great musical and dramas from the ’^O’s and ’40 ’s are screened every other Friday 

m the comfort of a West End Preview Theatre.
Every programme includes two top features.

Our current programme includes: Future attractions include:
April 6th:
JUDY GARLAND/DEANNA DURBIN
Programme
May 4th:
NLLSON EDDY/GRACIE FIELDS
Programme
May 18th:
FRED ASTAIRE/JOAN FONTAINE/ 
ROSALIND RUSSELL Programme

RITA HAYWORTH Programme 
BETTY GRABLE Programme 
FLO ZIEGFELD/BUSBY BERKELEY 
Programme
JEANETTE MacDONALD Programme 

and
ALL NIGHT WITH ALICE FAYE

For details of membership, etc., please write c/o Miss M. Sampson, 10 Fairlawn Mansions,
New Cross Road, London S.E.14. 

or
Call in person to Lower Ground Floor, 113 Wardour Street, London W .l. after 6.30pm 

on April 6th, May 4th or MayTSth.
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16 RECORD REVIEWS
fresh Revolutions
FOR YOUR PLEASURE -  Roxy Music -  Island ILPS 9232

If It wasn’t for Roxy Music, British ’progressive’ music would be going through 
ope of its dullest periods. They arc the only group creating anything significantly 
ndw, and, apart from David Bowie, are the only band to be visually stunning on 
stage. Their recent appearances at London’s Rainbow Theatre had to be seen to 
be believed. In comparison, the support groups, highly rated by some, were 
dkmaJ, sharing the general unprofessionality of most UK, and many American 
groups.

even wia 
than the!3$

For YourPIcasure is Roxy's 
second album and encompasses an 
evprt wider range of musical experiences 

their first release. It is also an 
recording for the average 
if  to relate to. Do The Strand, a 

sUggering explosion of a song, opens 
side one and it seems to be a parody of 
air the dance erases of the 1960's. Brian 
Ferry's composing abilities produce " 
some very weird material, but nothing 
is stranger than In Every Dream Home 
A Heartache. The first part o f the 
song tells o f an eerie romance Involving 
a plastic fuck dolt. As this uneasy love 
story comes to its macabre conclusion, 
Phil Manzanera breaks into the most 
impressive post-Hendrix guitar work 
IVe had the pleasure to hear.

There is a total o f eight tricks on 
the album, and all keep the level o f 
excitement turned up to the full. The 
saxophone playing o f Andrew Mackay 
is amazing throughout, proving he is one 
of the few musicians exploring the 
fu ll potential o f this versatile instru
ment Listen to Editions Of You, for it 
provides a perfect showcase for his 
inventive style. Eno, on synthesiser and 
tapes, adds yet another dimension to 
the Roxy’s unparalleled sound, without 
the computorised feeling that is the 
downfall of many groups who use these 
electronic techniques.

4 *

V
In the Christmas issue of GN, I 

chose Roxy Music as ’group of the 
year' and said that I expected them to 
reach a wider audience and receive 
even greater acceptance in 1973. By 
April of this year they have achieved 
both of these points, judging from the 
way For Your Pleasure has jumped 
into the album charts only a week 
after its release. The full houses and 
the audiences’ wild enthusiasm at the 
Rainbow concerts, indicates their 
assured success as the leading British 
exponents o f avant garde rock music 
in the 1970’s. Forget your musical 
prejudices and listen to the sounds of 
the future now.

WATTSTAX — Various Artists -  Stax 
STS-2-3010

Wattstax is a ’live’ recording of the 
highlights of a mammoth seven hour 
concert held at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum last August. It's 
also the soundtrack to a film  made of 
the event. The concert was held to
commemorate the seventh anniversary 
of the Watts race riots, and over 
100,000 black brothers and sisters 
crowded into the arena, usually used as 
a sports centre. Entrance was only one 
dollar and the ticket sales benefitted 
local community ventures, including 
the Martin Luther King Hospital In 
LA's Watts d is tric t

Stax Records, one of the leading 
bfack soul labels, was responsible for 
most of the organisation. And it  is the 
cream of that company's solo artists 
and groups who dominate the album, 
performing their most successful 
material, as well as other extremely 
popular numbers. Amongst the im
pressive list of super-soul stars is Isaac 
‘Black Moses’ Hayes, who performs 
an almost eighteen minute version of 
Bill Withers’ classic A in ’t No Sunshine. 
Others appearing are The Staple 
Singers, Eddie Floyd, Albert King,
Carla Thomas, the Bar-Kays, Rufus 
Thomas and The Soul Children.

Throughout the two-record set the 
recording quality is first rate and the 
audience's reactions are carefully 
edited tosave the boring minutes of 
applause that spoil many ’ live’ albums. 
Apart from the four sides of fine 
music, Wattstax is a fitting  memorial to 
an important black community event, 
and subsequently it is a must fo r the 
record collection of any serious soul 
enthusiast
REALL Y -  J J Cale -  AAM AMLS 
68157

In 1972 I had no hesitation in 
naming J J Cale’s first release Naturally 
‘Laid Back Album of the Year', In GN’s

Christmas edition. Just oat is his second 
album, called Really, and on which 
he continues to produce the sounds 
which so impressed me on his initial 
recording.

’ Laid back' has become an accepted 
term to describe a style of playing 
(and singing) that is unhurried and 
ultra-relaxed. The sound being produced 
is a combination of blues, country and 
rock influences. First impressions are 
deceiving, as the construction of the 
material at first seems simple and lazy, 
but repeated listenings soon show up 
the complexities and depth of the 
genre, especially if the exponent is as 
craftsman-like in his approach as 
J J Cale.

As with Naturally, no one song on 
Really stands out from the rest; all 
contribute to the overall effect and 
success of an album that is perfect for 
late night listening or for times when 
one wishes to relax and doesn’t want 
anything too overpowering to cope 
w jth ._
THE A VCO MOBILE DISCOTHEQUE 
(Vo! 1) -  Various Artists -  Avco 
6466011

Released shortly after the excellent 
Mercury record in Phonogram’s Mobile 
Discotheque series, the Avco volume, 
unfortunately, isn’t quite as exciting. 
There are highspots such as Della 
Reese’s ultimate in funk If  It Feels 
Good, Do It and the three Donnie 
Elbert tracks, I Can’t Help Myself,
Come See About Me and Ooo Baby 
Baby. But very few of the other cuts 
reach the standard set by those 
mentioned. The Stylistics lush sounds 
on Make It Last is a worthy inclusion, 
as is Limmie A Family Cookin’s You 
Can Do Magic. The rest though are 
rather medoicre.

Soul music is very much a matter of 
individual taste, so if  you’re into 
discotheque sounds, have a listen to 
this collection o f fifteen tracks for 
yourself.

' THE TWO SIDES OF L A L E E -  
Hot Wax SHW 5009

The Two Sides Of Laura Lee is, I 
believe, the first album to be released 
by this artist here. She has had a 
number of singles released in the past, 
which have gained her a small following 
amongst soul record collectors, but apart 
from that has had very little impact.
Rip O ff, her most successful single to 
date in the UK, is included on the 
album, and in comparison to the rest 
of the material is the most outstanding 
track.

As is obvious from the album’s title, 
this recording is attempting to demon
strate two aspects of a Laura Lee per
formance. The two types of material 
she uses are either smooth and soulful 
ballads, like Brenda Holloway’s classic 
Every Little Bit Hurts, or danceable, 
funky numbers such as Crumbs O ff 
The Table or Rip Off. But except for 
the latter track, few o f the cuts rise 
above being rather ordinary, using the 
same old tired soul cliches that have 
stopped much development in this 
area of contemporary music.

Certain tracks will undoubtedly be 
popular in discotheques, but on a 
commercial level, The Two Sides Of 
Laura Lee is unlikely to attract much 
attention.
GREATEST HITS (Vo! 2) -  Jr Walker 
A The All Stars -  Tamla Motown 
STML 11224

Jr Walker A The All Stars have con
sistently produced first rate Motown 
inspired soul music since the early 60s.
I have always thought that Walker has 
been at his best on the tracks released 
as singles, especially as the quality of 
his recent albums has been very uneven, 
Shotgun and Road Runner still 
remaining my favourite collections. But 
I welcome Volume Two of Jr Walker’s 
Greatest Hits, with the same enthusiasm 
I greeted the release of the first volume.

It does contain his best recordings of 
late, even if  most of them had very 
little  impact on the British charts.
There is a total o f thirteen cuts, in
cluding Gotta Hold On To This Feeling, 
These Eyes, Way Back Home, Walk In 
The Night and Groove Thang.

KRAFTWERK -  Vertigo 6641077 
Some modern music is next to im

possible to analyse or comment on, for 
its effect and significance depends very 
much on whether the listener is in 
sympathy with what he or she is 
hearing. For example, Kraftwerk are a 
musical unit, comprised o f two young 
Germans, who produce sounds that are 
d ifficu lt to define. In Germany their 
music has met with a degree of accep
tance and their albums sell well. The 
basis of their compositions is electronic, 
although not exclusively.

If the unusual and unconventional 
appeals to you, the first two-record set

ot Kraftwerk to be released in Britain 
may be the very experience you are 
looking for. The double album is 
reasonably priced at £3, but be warned, 
only those with adventurous and 
biiarre musical tastes are likely to be 
rewarded.
THEY ONL Y COME OUT A T NIGHT  
— The Edgar Winter Group -  Epic 
EPC 65074

One of the largest categories in the 
constant flood of new records are the 
albums from contemporary rock bands. 
Most haven’t a chance in hell of 
attracting large, or even medium sales, 
there’s just too much competition 
from the big name groups. The majority 
of these outfits offer little  that 
hasn’t heard numerous times before and 
after a while they slip back into the 
obscurity they came from. Unfortu
nately, this means that some of the 
better bands suffer from the saflihe lack 
of promotional push that the un
deserving ones do. I hopb though that 
this doesn't happen with The Edgar 
Winter Group's latest recording, They 
Only Come Out A t Night.

This is their fourth album, and, in 
the States at least, it is their most 
successful release so far. It is currently 
riding high in the American charts. 
Apart from being first class musicians, 
Edgar and his band inject an enthu
siasm and originality into their music 
that is usually lacking from most 
second rank groups. And you can 
dance to most of the tracks too.

The front cover is particularly 
worthy of attention. It portrays Ed
gar’s face and nude chest, with his 
make-up and sensuous shade of lipstick 
contrasting well with his albino white 
hair. The multi-jewelled necklace is a 
nice finishing touch. Apparently 
Edgar’s American management have 
been trying to play down his new 
image, much the same way as England’s 
new Brian Epstein, Mr Defriess is 
attempting to change David Bowie’s 
glam/gay rock image. But the people 
know what's what and who’s who.
Who really cares anyway, i t ’s the music 
and the individual fan's response to 
image that counts, not the 
management’s.

They Only Come Out At Night is 
two sides of thundering contemporary 
rock, do try to hear it.
LIVE A T  MADISON SQUA RE 
GARDEN 1972 -  Dion A The Bel
monts -  Warner Bros K46208.
FLASH CADILLAC AND THE CON- 
T/NENTAL KIDS -  Epic EPC 65438

The biggest trend in mass media 
culture in the 1970's is a product called 
Nostalgia. One of the most noticeable 
areas of entertainment where thb 
fashion is catching on the fastest is in 
pop music. To the teenagers of today, 
rock A ro ll’s past achievements may 
seem quaint, even bizarre, but to those 
of us who are slightly older, going 
back in time to re-discover many great 
and half-forgotten classics can be an 
extremely rewarding experience. And 
it isn’t just the kitsch value o f these 
‘golden oldies' that makes them so 
appealing, many of them genuinely 
stand out as important landmarks in

the development of rock A roll.
The early 50’s were one of rock's 

most fru itfu l periods, but so were the 
middle and late 50’s and the beginning 
of the 60’s. Rock A roll was no longer 
generally considered to be corrupting 
’race' music and big business had 
realised that there were many fortunes 
to be made in keeping the kids happy, 
eg Elvis Presley, The Everley Brothers. 
By the middle 50’s promoters and 
managers had watered down much of 
rock A roll's unique energy and the 
charts were Filled with records by ‘the- 
boy-next-door’ clean-cut singers like 
Fabian, Ricky Nelson and Pat Boone. 
The one exception to this Veil-scrubbed’ 
brigade was the original ’punk’ super- 
star Dion, who, along with the Bal
monts, brought a little  reality into pop 
•and told of things nlce’ boys and girls 
weren’t  supposed to do or know about. 
Of course by today's standards it was 
all very tame, but when Dion’s initial 
hits were released it  was a very different

to cbntractual and record com
pany legalities, there isn't yet a com
prehensive anthology of Dion’s (and 
the Belmonts’) early work. But until 
there Is, Live At Madison Square 
Garden 1972 will serve as an Immensely 
enjoyable reminder of these artists’ 
contribution to pop. The sound quality 
Is adequate and for once the audience's 
enthusiasm and delight adds to the 
album’s impact Most o f the old hits 
are performed, including That’s My 
Desire, Where Or When, Ruby Baby, 
The Wanderer, A Teenager In Love, I 
Wonder Why, Little Diane and an 
extended version of the earthy, all-time 
Dion classic Runaround Sue.

Incidentally, The Belmonts have 
recently had an album of their own 
issued in the States, as yet unscheduled 
for release in the UK. Dion, over the 
last few years, has proved himself to.be 
a gifted solo artist and songwriter.

Flash Cadillac and the Continental 
Kids are a new group, but they are one 
of the few revival bands to capture the 
energy and fun that, if  you take away 
all the intellectualising, is the real basis 
of rock A roll. They also get first prize 
for their name. Frank Zappa has much 
to answer for when he called The 
Mothers and himself Ruben and The 
Jets for their Cruising album.

Flash and the Kids' music is a com
bination of 'oldies' and their own 
material, and they perform both equally 
well, with ail the vitality and rawness 
that stopped rock A roll in its early 
days from becoming pretentious. The 
only difference is the recording quality 
and the stereo reproduction, which only 
adds to the power and drive of their 
music. Amongst the best tracks are You 
Gotta Rock, Tell Him No, Reputation, 
Crying In The Rain and Endless Sleep. 
My personal favourite is Pipeline 
(originally by The Chantays).

If you were wondering what had 
become of rock A roll, skip the illogi- 
cally compiled and inferior sound of the 
K-Tel etc compilations and take a listen 
to these two albums.

Denis Lemon
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Gran Shows Her Claws
SAY GOODNIGHT TO GRANDMA at the St Martin s Theatre, West Street WC2.

Mother-in-law trouble is the theme of Colin Welland’s new play Say Goodnight To Grand
ma. From the pictures of some drunken middle aged men in the stills outside, and the state
ment ‘Not suitable for children’ on the posters, I entered the theatre uncertain what to 
expect. What I found, in fact, was a comedy with many amusing moments, and the closing 
scenes forming into a finale which was both poignant and satisfying.

A young married couple are about to 
return to Lancashire to visit their respective 
mothers and proudly present their newly 
bom child. The older Mrs Weston has been 
widowed for 10 years and has continued to 
overprotect her son in an almost incestuous 
way. She is only one cut above working class, 
but with airs and graces assumes herself above 
her station. Plastic flowers are hastily re
placed by real flowers for the impending 
visit. Her son’s photograph is put away and 
a wedding photo of the couple is hypo
critically displayed.

Both mothers are there to greet the 
couple on arrival. It is here we see that the 
boy’s mother is a woman who receives great 
pleasure from antagonising other people, and 
is quick to interfere in her son’s marriage 
when given the chance. She is soon able to 
wound the girl’s mother, a staunch Catholic, 
by remarking how sensible the couple were 
to plan their first child.

She has pre-arranged for one of her son’s 
friends to phone him and has anticipated 
their return later that evening with his other 
cronies for a small party. The men return 
and playfully grab at her, and she is both 
coy and girlish, but triumphant in her know
ledge of being the winner in this particular 
round against her son’s wife.

The daughter, realising her adversary’s 
victory, makes her own decision. She arrives 
at the party provocatively dressed in a rugby 
$hirt and panties and proceeds to entice the 
men with party games and seductive advances 
The kitten turned tigress, and a sudden show 
of promiscuity is too much for these oafish 
men, and they soon depart, some in disgust, 
others in embarrassment.

It is only when confronted with the ex
tent of his mother’s scheming, and the 
possible adverse effect upon his marriage, 
that the umbilical cord is broken for all 
time. In the closing moments of the play 
the daughter holds her baby up to her 
mother-in-law and utters, the title words 
“Say goodnight to Grandma’’ -  her victory 
is then complete.

Colin Welland portrays the amiable 
husband as if almost unaware of the intricate 
emotions of the two women in his life.
Pertly attractive Stephanie Turner handles 
the role of his wife with subtlety, hinting 
that in years to come she may well become a 
replica of her husband’s mother. Madge 
Ryan could not be bettered as the possessive 
matriarch. On reflection, this is a well 
written and difficult role, but she has been 
greatly assisted by Patrick Dromgoole’s 
excellent direction.

Barry Conley

Fools Paradise
A D O LL'S  HOUSE at the Criterion Theatre, 
Piccadilly Circus, WCI

Ibsen’s DOLL’S HOUSE does not appeal 
to me as much as his other plays, the reason 
being that I find it difficult to accept the 
sudden transition in the heroine’s behaviour 
in the closing scenes. Nora has built her 
marriage on quick-sand by borrowing a sub
stantial sum of money to pay for her hus
band’s treatment during his illness.
Confronted as she is by the threat of 
exposure regarding the loan, there is an 
ironic parallel with recent press articles 
concerning tallyman tactics. Her childlike 
attitude towards life is understandable in 
view of her husband’s strict behaviour. So 
engrossed is she in decorating the family 
Christmas tree, that for the moment, one 
believes her to have forgotten the realities of 
life.

Critics have been quick to mention the 
similarity to Women’s Lib in Nora’s outlook 
at the end of the play, and indeed, her hus
band has all the attributes of the male 
chauvinist in his reaction to the eventual 
discovery of his wife’s deceit.

In her early scenes as Nora, I was aware of 
an actress giving a performance. However, 
my faith was restored somewhat by Claire 
Bloom’s touching recital of the final speech, 
when she has become the emancipated 
female. In those few moments it almost works 
The usually reliable Colin Blakely tended to 
rush his words in some scenes, but here again, 
in those final moments he matched Miss 
Bloom's performance in this difficult scene.

Barry Conley

Look Back 
At Anger

LOO K BACK IN  ANGER  at the Young Vic, 
The Cut, London SE1

The original showing of this play, John 
Osborne’s first, was in 1956. It caused a mild 
sensation as it was the first ‘kitchen sink’ 
drama and was deemed to be totally immoral. 
Although the moral structure has changed 
considerably over the years, it still has 
plenty of thrust.

Nicky Henson plays the role of Jimmy 
Porter, an anti-socialist to say the least, and 
from the outset proves to be the sort of 
arrogant preacher who has the answer to 
everyone’s problems but his own. He never 
misses a chance to humiliate anyone, and 
makes a special attempt to ridicule his wife 
Alison (Mel Martin) at every opportunity.
She leads a life of hell, but for the sake of 
peace and quiet hardly ever retaliates. Alun 
Lewis plays Cliff, Jimmy’s lifelong friend, 
though he too is a victim of the ‘dictator*. 
The only person willing to tell Jimmy a few 
home truths is Alison's friend Helena (Lois 
Dane) but she is no match for him either, 
and soon concedes defeat. In the closing 
scene we finally see his defences crumble 
when his fractured marriage begins to heal.
A brilliant cast, in my opinion, makes this 
one of the most enjoyable evenings I have 
had at the theatre for a long time.

Rinus Stechouder
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Personal Ads
John Good son, Slade Green. If you 
know him, please tell him to come and 
see me, or phone, or write. Thanks. 
Worried Reg, Forrest Gate.
Non-drinker, non-smoker, 27, tall, 
masculine seeks similar bodybuilder 
for genuine friendship, London. Photo 
please. Box 21/1 
Male 32 with own flat Brixton/
Streatham area would like to meet 
leather boys aged over 30 for friend
ship. Photo please. ALA. Box 21/2 
Guy 25 -  lonely and totally inex
perienced, non-effeminate. Interests 
classical music, travelling and boozing 
wishes to meet similar with view to 
lasting relationship — Fylde coast area. 
ALA Box 21/3
Munlch/Salzburg/Vlenna -  firsthand 
advice gay scene, accommodation 
and relaxation much appreciated. Box 
24/4
Gay Sons of Clan Macleod please con
tact Box 21/5
Gay foreign guy Yorkshire seeks 
nationality by marriage to British gay 
woman -  will pay costs. Please help.
Box 21/6
Gay English man, 36, affectionate, non
camp, seeks genuine active coloured 
guy (over 21) varied interests. Own 
house on outskirts of London. Don't 
be shy -  let's hear from you all. Box 
21/7.
Lonely good looking gay London 
Chinese student, 21, new in gay scene, 
wishes to hear from American, British, 
European guys of same age group (over 
21). Photos exchanged. Box 21/8.
Southall man 28 seeks friends (over 21) 
for evenings and weekends from sur
rounding area if possible. Photos 
exchanged ALA Box 21/9 
vjay gent in North-east wshes to meet 
similar. Box 21/33

C0MMERC1AL AOS: 7p a word. 
No Box Number service available. 
NON-COMMERCIAL ADS: 3p a 
word. Box Numbers 50p. 
PERSONAL ADS: 3p a word. Box

K M ^O im A Y  (Boxed Classified) 
£1.50 extn
M  information listings era free. 
A U  ADS MUST BE PREPAID.

London male 35, tall but unspectacular 
sick of one night stands seeks stable 
relationship (active 30-40 preferred). 
Interests arts. Photo appreciated Box 
21/10
Tall young companion over 21 sought 
for London theatres, ballets, concerts 
dinners etc. Non effeminate. No beards 
or moustaches. I am forty, tall. Letters 
with photos please. Box 21/11.
Active company director, early 30s, 
hairy, muscular, grotty semi 25 miles 
north of London. Well travelled, been 
everything from labourer to platoon 
sergeant. Tired of casual relationships. 
Feel need to settle down with attrac
tive, non-camp type 21-28 to join 
whirl. Need organising domestically.
Off to Tangier in Sept. ALA with 
photo. Box 21/12.
Novice body builder age 28, 6ft, 42 
inch chest would like to meet more 
advanced body builder in London area. 
ALA Box 21/13
Glasgow gay guy (43) would like 
younger penpals over 21 who could 
occasionally visit him. ALA Box 21/14 
South London 38 slim, 5*5", medium 
looker, own flat and transport, w ill 
travel within reason. Seeks down to 
earth type over 21 but not camp. Photo 
appreciated. Box 21/15 
Active Asian seeks slim gay 21-35 for 
friendship only. Letters w ith photos 
answered. Box 21/16 
Gay man 24 would like to meet gay 
girl for outing — Manchester. Box 
21/17
32 year old guy living in London, fed 
up and lonely, looking for a friend to 
share life with. Loving and kind per
sonality more important than looks.
No one-nighters please ALA Box 21/18 
Gay mum, 33, divorce this year, seeks 
gay female friends not too feminine. 
Photo appreciated and returned.
Box 21/19
Male 30 seeks genuine friends. Not 
good looking but sincere. Likes 
wearing leather. I have own flat. Photo 
please. ALA Box 21/20 
Young gay seeks friends (over 21)
East London. Photo please. ALA.
Box 21/21
Slim male 30's would like to meet 
someone lonely, 21-32 in Southport 
East Lancs or Chester areas. Photo 
welcomed (will return) Box 21/22 
Londoner 28 seeks new non-effeminate 
guys 21-30 to go on holiday. Likes 
denim leather guys. Box 21/23 
Active 30 S E London seeks non
camp attractive warm companions 
21-30. Interests music (light classical), 
theatre, current affairs, travel, etc.
Photo if possible. Box 21/24.
Sincere mala aga 26 years Brentwood 
area, Essex, seeks a similar friend (over 
21) for a lasting relationship. Likes 
records, reading and dancing. Photo 
appreciated. ALA Box 21/25 
Midlands, West Indian seeks masculine, 
active male (over 21) for lasting 
friendship. West Indian or any natio
nality. Photo appreciated. Box 21/26 
Gay Male, young 60, interested in 
leather but not SM, would like to hear 
from others preferably younger (over 
21). 80x21/27
Birmingham male (36) would like to 
meet sincere, non-effeminate younger 
man (21-25) for lasting relationship. 
Midlands preferred but w ill travel.
ALA with photo. Box 21/28 
Male 35, Canadian, interested in 
meeting British immigrants or 
holidayers to Toronto, Ontario. Phone 
923 8394 or write to M.D. 607-137 
Isabella St, Toronto Ontario.
Oxford graduate wants young com
panion (over 21) for weekends and 
holidays abroad. Am musical, generous, 
and like cinema and theatre. Box 
21/29

■ ■ r •
Guy 38, 11 stone, 40"chest, bi sexual, 
seeks active guy over 21 own pad 
within easy reach of London W1 for 
lunch or afternoon get-togethers. Photo 
appreciated, not essential. Box 21/30 
To all those seeking a tall, slim, fair
haired, beautiful, generous, loving 
youth over 21 but under 25: Listen — 
why don't you talk to that short, 
scruffy, older fellow over there who 
looks lonely? He may turn out to be 
the nicest guy you've met this year. 
Love, John. J
Professional gay man (42) affectionate, 
Oxfordshire/Berkshire area (weekends 
in London) would like to hear from 
slim nice gay boys, including skin
heads, leather/denim boys) 21-26, 
but not effeminate. Genuine replies 
with photo please. A ll letters answered. 
Box 21/32
Much muscled male physique seeks 
friendship with similar over 21. Easy 
moroting distance London. No 
romance, no kinks. Box 21/34 
Young man 22, tall, slim, and long 
haired, would like to meet some 
interesting people over 21, Mancnester 
or Alderly Edge area. Photo appreciated
Love, box 21/35__________
Tall, slim 28 year old interested in 
most arts wishes to meet well built, 
intelligent, hirsute male 35-50 London. 
Box 21/37
Bike guy (E London) 40 seeks younger 
friends over 21. (Leather/denim?)
Photo please. ALA Box 21/38 
You are non-effeminate, between 
25-30, seeking a North London guy 
(30) for sincere lasting relationship.
Me? I love the cinema and my records, 
and I'm waiting to hear from you.
Photo appreciated but ALA Box 21/39 
Lovable bachelor 58 willing to share all 
if mutually agreed, seeks affectionate 
companion over 55, London or near.
No kinks or effeminates. Photos 
exchanged. Box 21/40 
Young man 28, attractive returning 
home April 14th after long trip abroad 
would like to meet affable gay (over 
21) same, not effeminate, for one 
month of good living, warmth and fun. 
Recent photo and sincerity please 
when replying. Box 21/41 
N Manchester. Young man 28 seeks 
lasting friendship with gays (21-30) 
Photos appreciated ALA Box 21/42 
Guy 28 South Coast, 6 '2", tall, heavy 
build, reasonably well off, transport, 
own place, seeks younger male (over 
21) any area. ALA Box 20/79 
Love me but don't leave me, 28 year 
old London wants to hear from 
beautiful young men over 21. Box 
21/43.
Attractive guy (22) enjoys cinema, 
theatre, photography, music. Seeks 
sincere happiness with young guy 21-24 
London. Photo appreciated. Box 21/51 
Mid 30s living in camping atmosphere, 
seeks outlet of correspondence and 
occasional meetings with man same 
age or younger (over 21) interested 
arts/countryside pursuits prefer 
southern counties or Mid Wales. Box 
21/52
Dublin (38) seeks active male over 21 
with own pad. Interested in theatre, 
cinema, classical music. Box 21/53 
Sagittarian oriental male seeks active 
partner 21-35. Must admire guts and 
personal cleanliness. Write with photo 
and tel. no. Box 21/54.
Maidenhead 25 year old not interested 
in scene, looking for similar (over 21) 
own car and home with hi-fi but 
need friends. Box 21/55.
Young man (28) very affectionate, not 
bad to look at, very lonely would like 
to meet active people same age 
(over 21) Box 21/56 
Grad prof guy London OK 35 sailing 
mad, own boat, wishes to meet similar 
(over 21) to crew W/E and who knows. 
Just write. Box 21/57 
Active professional man, service back
ground, own comfortable home S Hants 
enjoys country interests, animals, 
music, arts, motoring, seeks friend 
(over 21) with similar interests 
background for weekends etc. Box 
21/58
English male 28 would like to meet 
male age 24/32 with view to lasting

Young social worker (30s) needing 
sdmeone to love, wishes to meet res
ponsible youth (over 21) for genuine 
caring relationship hopefully perma
nent. Preferably good looking 
"Cassidy" type, dissatisfied with scene, 
experience unimportant. Flat available. 
Photo please, and telephone number. 
ALA Box 21/59 
Timid, unpretentious slim male 
graduate 31 but not really unattractive 
feels lonely and wants slim long-haired 
male student (over 21) for friendship, 
affection and so forth. Photo please. 
East Riding. Box 21/60 
Surfing/caravan holiday on warm 
French coast -  slightly built 40 year 
old seeks companion 34-42 share costs 
— 2 weeks July. Box 21/62.
London graduate 24, seeks similar 
young men 21-25 for mutual enjoy
ment also travel. A ll genuine letters 
answered. Photo if possible. Box 21/63 
Young gay student (22) seeks deep 
relationship with hairy young guy (over 
21) interested in cinema, literature and 
modern theatre. Photo appreciated.
Box 21264.
Affectionate guy, 23, tall attractive, 
living in London, seeks similar non
camp friend (over 21) race immaterial, 
but some spiritual interest would be 
nice. Photos exchanged ALA Box 
21/65
Lancashire area lonely bachelor 38 
seeks loving active relationship with 
guy over 21. Interests: swimming, 
theatre, music. Photo appreciated. 
Genuine letters answered. Box 21/66. 
Sincere 41 would like to meet genuine 
and sincere boy over 21 from the 
provinces or home counties for 
cultural weekends in London. No 
freaks or effeminates. Photo 
appreciated. Box 21/67 
Broadminded active Caledonian 40, 
sincere 5 '9", blue eyes, brown hair, 11 
stone, good condition, one owner, 
seeks amiable younger pal over 21 
for permanent relationship. Holidays, 
weekends, share life, general interests. 
Own home London. Photos exchanged. 
Jock. Box 21/73.
Multilingual young blonde Swedish 
guy 25, 6 '2", slim, considered attrac
tive, living in N London would like to 
meet an intelligent, active, sincere, 
warm reliable young man over 21, any 
nationality — if possible asian, African 
or Italian. Box 21/74.
Country weekends/holidays. Country 
retreat near Bath, M4, offers full board. 
Beautiful Regency House in peaceful 
setting. Spacious double rooms, good 
food. Trains met. Phone 022-16 3299 
A gay holiday in sunny Cornwall. 
Details Paul Lowen, 68 Station Road,
St Blazey, Par, Cornwall.
Bristol. Homosexual? Need help? Send 
sae to Confidential Friend, CHE, P O 
Box 171, Bristol BS99 7ND 
Guy interested in history of uniforms 
would like information or examples 
for study. Box 21/75 
Cabin Cruiser on Thames. One or two 
males in twenties willing to help two 
others (38,45) offered free holiday, 
first half of August. Arranged by 
correspondence and meeting. Box 
21/76
Albania, Durres & Saranda August 13. 
Sharing with young Taurus guy £95. 
Also pen friend wanted over 21. Box 
21/77
Attractive couple who commute bet
ween London and California seek 
friendship w ith young man over 21. 
Possibility for travel. Details, photo and 
phone no, please. Box 21/78 
Young and dolly (over 21) write now 
with photo to box 21/79 
Gay Info? I am trying to comDile an 
index as a free service but desperately 
need information, particularly in the 
provinces. Please send anything to 
Box 21/80
Essex, East London. Active sincere 
young man 26, seeksfriend 21-30, 
view permanent relationship. Genuine 
letters with photo answered. Box 21/81 
Would the person who placed Box 
21/81 please contact the Gay News 
office?
Disillusioned, broken hearted and im
poverished Londoner 28, seeks young 
and beautiful friends over 21. Letters 
with photos please to Box 21/82. 
Masculine Exectutive (35) world wide 
traveller wants companion (21) for 
sincere permanent relationship. Any 
race or background OK. Box 21/93 
A friend neeaea. It you're interested 
in books, history, travel, museums, 
yoga, walking in the rain, we then 
have something in common. I also like 
gossip, scandal, travelling to Afghanis
tan, Chitai, the Himalayas on a shoe 
string budget, I am adaptable, 5 '8", 
lOst 9lbs, slightly neurotic, vaguely 
radical. Oxfam pressed. ALA. Photo 
exchanged. Box 21/94 
Peter end Jonathan (affair), 23 and 21, 
intelligent and sincere, seek genuine 
permanent gay friends of about the 
same age (over 21). A ll letters 
answered (SAE please) London Box 
21/95
Whatever you give me 1 seem t0 need 
so much mor . Don't try to usa me or 
slyly refuse me. Just win me ur lose 
me. It is this that the darkne^ is f ,
London guy 79. Box 71/96

I Lonely Thai young man, sincere, 
sensitive, longing to meet genuine, 
intelligent discreet young man (over 
21) for lasting friendship. Photo 
appreciated. ALA Box 21/97 
East-ender (34) hairy, heavy, ex
commando, good natured, easy going 
type with own pad. Would like to 
hear from guys 21-35 especially couples 
Non-effeminate types. Box 21/98 
Young man (26) Midlands wishes to . 
contact active West Indian friends 
(over 21). Interested in photography. 
Photo please. Box 21/99 
If you are 21-45 give me a ring and we 
can discuss our mutual interests with 
possibility of sharing flat if suited. 
01-478 5957 evenings.

Tony - Happy Birthday and
thanks for 8 wonderful years.
I love you - Pat.

French mala (29) attractive, non
effeminate seeks young friend 21-25 
Accommodation in Park Lane if 
required. Photo appreciated. Box 
21/ 100.
Active male (40) tired of pubs and 
clubs asks if any younger sincere guy 
(over 21) would like to make friends. 
Possible share s/c bed-sitter NW3. My 
interests are car£ theatre, TV, music, 
countryside, camping, travel abroad. 
Have car and can travel resonabte 
distance near London. Photo appre
ciated and returned. ALA Box 21/101 
David from London (29) car owner 
visits Felixstowe monthly. Wants to 
meet boy 21-26 Ipswich area for 
friendship. For reply send photo 
returned with mine. Box 21/102 
Guy (26) living East London seeks 
sincere friends for social activities. 
(21-30) Photo please. ALA Box 21/103 
Leatherwear for motorists for sale 
(jacket, breeches, jeans), also pillion/ 
side car lifts to m/c race meetings 
wanted from London. Box 21/104.
35 year old with own flat needs slim 
oriental friend age 21-28 living in 
Midlands or South East. Photo ensures 
ALA. Box 21/105.
Sincere young man would like to hear 
from non-camp folks (over 21) from 
the Caribbean and South America.
Photo appreciated, will return with 
mine. Box 21/106.
Young gay girl required to accompany 
boy (27) to social functions etc and 
possibly establish a lasting friendship. 
Photograph appreciated w ith reply.
Kent Box 21/107.
Professional male (42) not effeminate 
own car. seeks slim young man (21-35) 
for friendship. Box 21/108.
Active male (39) seeks friendship with 
sophisticated drag queen or TV (over 
21). I have own home London area. 
ALA Box 21/114
Graduate active (35) looks younger, 
tall slim sincere personality, interested 
in people, places, theatre, the arts, 
seeks partner (21-30) for long term 
friendship. Box 21/115 
Professional man (37) resident Yorks 
seeks friend of similar age and interests 
possibly to share home, holidays. 
Interests -  theatre, (amateur and 
professional) music, tennis, fell-walking, 
religion, France, French language and 
lit. Mobile. ALA. Photos exchanged. 
Box 21/116
28 year old now alone after 12 year 
relationship has ended. Requires active 
partner for life. Any age over 21.
Must be loyal. Box 21/117 
Glasgow — professional guy (26) on 
course here in May. Will someone show 
me around. Photo and details please. 
Box 21/118
Young (42) WR Yorks, Interests -  
films, theatre, nostalgia, erotica, beer, 
seeks friends over 21. Also w ill ex
change books. Box 21/119 
Young man (24) now living Devon, 
varied interests, seeks another (21-30) 
with view to sincere and lasting friend
ship. Box 21/120

Accommodation Ads
Sensitive guy (34) 6' tall, well built, 
seeks active younger friend over 25 
(Scorpio or Pisces preferred) for lasting 
companionship in sharing cosy flat 
Coventry. A ll genuine replies with 
recent photo answered. Box 21/68. 
Third person well situated basement 
flat in NW1 requires male early 20s. 
Willing to share household duties; of 
an orderly disposition. £6. Box 21/69 
Two young men with 36 foot caravan 
seek site East London, would be pleased 
to hear from anyone with suitable 
land. Peter Wales, 28b Highlands 
Gardens, Ilford Essex.
Three young Chinese students urgently 
need 2 bed roomed flat London up to 
£20 pw. Ring 01-370 5172 
Can you help? Gay guy 27 seeks 
holiday accommodation with home 
comforts in the channel islands. Box 
20/107
Third young guy to share flat NW10. 
Phone, C/H, colour TV, own room 
£6pw. Write with details and tel no 
to Box 21/71
wamea. oo mew here gay to stay in 
Cornwall for 3 days mid May. 2 males. 
Box 21/87
Young man (21) requires inexpensive
accommo idiion Earfs Court. 8ox 
^ 1/88

W3PIAY AD RATES -  prices
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BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

Modern guy 21, slim, seeks genuine 
friends of 21 and over. Photo and 
phone number appreciated. Box 21/36
■■■■■■■■niimmiiffinmiuiii

Classified Ads Form

friendship. ALA Box 21/61
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Bachelor actor (40s) seeks sharer —
P G for small London flat. Honest, 
non-effeminate, clean, working and 
financially stable. Photo essential, full 
details and sae Box 21/72.
Gent 50 East London offers loving 
home free to younger (over 21) active 
man willing to do some housework 
(cleaning, cooking etc). Must like 
dogs. Interest in music, acting, 
literature an advantage. Photo helps. 
Box 21/70
Emergency pad available for 21 year 
olds and over. Sorry, no effeminate/ 
camp. Legitimate financial assistance 
possible for those in need. Ring 
01-691 0733
We have small but cosy room to let in 
our luxury Chelsea flat. £10pw. Sounds 
a lot, but it is well worth it. Suit 
business person. Box 21/83.
Cottage to let, sleeps four. Write to 
M Davis, Seagate Cottage, Wheelers 
Bay Ventnor I O W 
Is there such a paragon as a reliable, 
housetrained, educated chap 30-40 
who is looking for somewhere to live 
in central London. If so please write 
to Box 21/84
Urgent. Member of Gay News staff
needs accommodation near to office. 
Funds limited. Would not mind 
sharing. Absolutely anything considered 
Box 21/85
Affectionate young man 21 seeks cheap 
accommodation in return for legitimate 
light domestic duties. Character refs if 
required. Daytime employed. Box 
21/86
Accommodation offered to gay boy
25-35 (executive type preferred) near 
St Albans. All mod cons, col tv, ch. 
Photo appreciated and returned. Box 
21/89
Putney. Beautiful flat, 4 bedrooms,
2 rec, kitch. bath, suit six non-camp.
Ch, con.hw, electric.included. £42pw. 
Ring 01-874 1765
Guy wanted share mod flat W4 pref. 
30-40 no strings. £8.50 pw.
01-995 2640.
One guy would like to share his flat 
with one other 25-35. Own room 
£6.50 pw. London W6. ALA 21/110 
Gay Scots-Australian (30) non
effeminate. Quiet, shy and lonely but 
with sense of humour, seeks share flat 
with males or females close Strand 
WC or unfurnished s/c flat, would also 
like to make friends with both sexes. 
Photos exchanged. ALA Box 21/111. 
Male non-effeminate 23 years old seeks 
gay male or female 21-25 years old to 
share 2 bedroom flat in Swansea area. 
Box 21/112.

Employment Ads
Boy (21) wants legitimate work posing 
for amateur photographers, London 
area only. Box 21/44 
Pretty young models (over 21) urgently 
wanted. Recent photo with details of 
age, height and weight to Box 21/45 
Young immigrant machinist, mens 
casual wear piecework/homework 
basis. Reliable experienced collect/ 
deliver West End. Write Box 21/46 
Gay male 21 urgently requires legiti
mate work in Manchester area for six 
months. Educated beyond 'A ' level 
standard. Box 21/47 
Young man, 24, university educated, 
many interests, few skills, desperately 
needs escape from stultifying office 
routine. Live in London but could 
move anywhere. Anything legal 
considered, (full time only) Box 
21/48
London's Gayest Contractors - G.T.D. 
Ltd., 2 St Annes Villas, London W11, 
ring 01 -602 0242 for plumbing, elect
rical, construction work or decorating. 
This company is run and staffed by 
gays and works exclusively for gay 
people. We are also very competitive. 
Multilingual young Swedish student 
seeks legitimate interesting and lucra
tive employment. University back
ground, fluent in six languages, hotel 
and office experience, typing. Private 
tuition in Swedish German or Italian 
given. Living North London till 
September. Box 21/92 
Wanted. Part-time weekend barman 
for Green Room Bar, Wheatsheaf, 
Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush. Gay 
disposition an asset. Ring 734 1420 
Attractive young models (over 21) 
required by photographer for all types 
of legitimate modelling. Recent photo 
please to box 21/91

• Pianist/Vocal Entertainer
, required for popular West End 
i club. Telephone 01-928 1395.

Intelligent, responsible guy 21, seeks 
genuine driving work some weekends 
based London (eg relief chauffeur). 
Anything going. Box 21/95 
Young man required as driver/com- 
panion to active businessman 38 
London. Good salary and accommoda
tion. Box 21/109
Handsome (36) young virile requires 
job in happy atmosphere Manchester/ 
Stockport area. Anything legal con
sidered. Most urgent. Box 21/113.
Young Man 26 seeks London position 
as valet or man Friday. Box 19/102.

Straight looking literate graduate in 
French, 27, journalist, depressed by 
London, seeks interesting job -  per
haps S Wales or based in London with 
travelling involved. Anything legal, 
anywhere considered. Box 21/49 
Young man Friday wnated for semi- 
retired businessman in moderate health. 
Part time in Madeira, rest East Anglia. 
Write fully stating all talents and 
interests. References required and given. 
ALA Box 21/90

| Classified Ads
Tricky Dicky Dance.
Queens Hotel, Westcliff-On-Sea,
Essex. Friday 4th May. Licensed. 
10pm - 2am.
Experienced young qualified
masseur visits home/hotel. Genuine 
service for massage only.
01-370 6506
Soothe away those aches and pains. 
Qualified masseur visits, genuine 
only. 01-373 6614.
Massage offered by male negro 
(the Clarke system). Own acco
mmodation offered if needed. 
Genuine massge only. Phone 
402-5840 between 10 am -7 pm. 
Leather wear. " If it's made of 
leather — we make it." Send 40p 
for catalogue of unusual leather 
wear and photo sets of models.
Boy Studio, 44 Earls Court Rd., 
London W8
Pair of Philips matched bookshelf 
speakers for sale. Teak finish.
Perfect finish. Perfect condition.
2 pin din plugs. Approx 7 watts 
handling power. £15 the pair.
Phone 01-444 7056, evenings.
Own transport essential.
Astrological Interpretation of 
your sun sign. Personal character 
analysis from the stars. Send full 
name and address, ‘date of birth 
and 50p for your individual 
reading. Terry Sanderson, 13 
Burns Road, Maltby, Rotherham, 
Yorks S66 7LS. Postal only -  no 
callers.
Private Investigator available for
all types of investigations, obser
vations, tracings and enquiries, at 
low rates. Discretion guaranteed. 
Phone 669 4653.
Improve your shape this summer. 
Inject new life into your favourite 
shirts/trousers. Economise with 
light alterations. Paul 278 1641. 
Learn to drive with Mr G. Details 
from : FAILSAVE, FREEPOST, 
NORTHWOOD M IDD X, HA6 1BR 
Gaiety Box Revue: Lee Stevens,
Mrs Shufflewick, Marc Fleming,
Ford & Sheen, Steve Nelson, Les 
Gaiety Boys. Tues 24th to Sat 
5th May, Surrey Hall Theatre, 
Stockwell, SW4. Phone enquiries 
to 01-286 9671.
Indian love beads 15p, bangles 3 
for 18p, Incense sticks 20p for 
100. ELEKTRA, 26 Holbrook 
Lane, Coventry.
Mister Stone no 14 Gay Magazine, 
free adverts, fashion, books. Send 
60p -  state over 21. Richard 
Stone, 15 Clifton Gardens, N15.
Dave Pepper — experienced 
qualified masseur with certificates 
to prove it. 01-834 4604 
Gay Party Dance. Saturday 5th May. 
Kings Arms, 213 Bishopsgate, EC1. 
(upstairs room) Tricky Dicky Show 

Mime Impersonations plus Disco. 
8 .3 0 -1 1pm.
Gay films-Books-Fotos-Slides-Sex 
Aids-Etc Free Illustrated Lists SAE. 
New World Sales, 1581 London 
Road, Norbury. London SW16. 
LIG HT REMOVALS -  18cwt + 
Working Driver. Phone 01-370 5172. 
Unusual Toy's, Gift's and 
Zodiac Patches. Also Electric 
Yo-Yo's. Contact Marcy 
01-348 3140.
Your personal B/W 35mm film pro
cessed and developed in confidence 
at very cheap rates — Black Box, 15 
Hope Street, Glasgow G26 AB.
Tel: 041-221 4750

WANTED. STREET SELLERS to 
sell, you guessed it, GAY NEWS. 
Fun way of making extra cash.

ADS&INFORMAFION
Come as Queen Of The May to 
Sappho Disco. Saturday 5th May 
8pm, Upstairs room, Euston 
Tavern, Judd St/Euston Rd, NW1. 
Opposite St Pancras Station. Bar 
extension. Prizes. Admission 50p; 
Card carrying CHE members very 
welcome.

"Cheeky Boys", "All Boys". "Boys 
Town" £1.50 each. "Big Boys"
10" vibrators, £2.00 each. (Lists 
SAE) Johnny, BM/FBGH London 
WC1V6XX.
WANTED: Gay Magazine Require 
Photographic Studio For Occas
ional Use, Also Printer!
MODELS:- our magazine desper
ately require goodlooking males. 
Send details/photographs SAE, 
Editor, CH Designs, 243 Regent 
St, London, W .I.R .8 .P .N .

GAY REMOVALS
Ring 01-560 2865

FAG FUND. It would help otfr petty 
cash situation if you could send us 
your ciggy coupons . . .  ta, my dears.

Inform ation
This corner is really a long list — of 
places, people you might like to know 
about or one day need. We can, of 
course, only publish the information 
that is sent in to us.

READING GAY ALLIANCE regular
disco and social counselling, quiet 
meetings, public meetings and action. 
Town and University. SAE for News- 
sheet. Room 7. 30 London Road. 
READING.
Alternative Free Library needs dona
tions of radical/liberated Gay Papers 
and Magazines. ESPECIALLY back 
issues. Please write Geoffrey Leigh. 30 
Woodside, Wimbledon, London 
SW19 7AW.
Harrow Gay Unity. For details phone 
Janie at 863 1184 or Alex at 864 2291. 
Meets on Mondays.
Southampton Area: Gay men and 
women welcome to new group. Details 
from Ken, Romsey 512959 
Bristol Gay Students Society -  for all 
young people, male and female. Regular 
meetings, social events, guest speakers, 
theatre visits, awareness groups. Write 
to Trevor Locke, Gay Students Soc, 
University of Bristol Union, Queens 
Road, Bristol BS8 1LN for a prog
ramme of events. Tel: Bristol 35035.
Social group for homosexual men and 
women meeting in London — weekends 
in East End, mid-week in various small 
groups. Come and make new friends in 
congenial surroundings. Write for details 
to SK group, c/o Albany Trust, 32 
Shaftesbury Ave. W1.
CHALLENGE is a social group for gay 
women and men over 21. We have 
weekly meetings at 3 London branches 
and would be delighted if you would 
join us for a drink and a chat. Please 
telephone any evening between 7 and 
11. Dial 567 5085 and the operator 
will give you the number of the mem
ber of the evening. Do call us.
GAY MARXIST GROUP now forming. 
Politically committed homosexuals of 
both sexes welcome. Details:
01-794 3368.
SAPPHO meets every first Monday in 
the month at Euston Tavern, corner 
Judd Street/Euston Rd, London NW1, 
7.30 pm upstairs room. A ll women 
welcome. SAPPHO. 30p inc post for 
single copies from BCM/PETREL, 
LONDON WC1V 6XX,
Brighton Gay Soc meets weekly. Con
tact Ray at Brighton 686939.
GAYSOC: for homosexual men and 
women in any school or college of 
London University -  undergraduate, 
postgraduate or staff. Social, political 
and campaigning activities aimed at 
creating better conditions for gays 
within the university -  then the world! 
Write (enclosing SAE please)
GAYSOC, ULU, Malet Street. WC1. 
Jewish Homophile Group welcomes 
new members of either sex. For further 
information please write to Timothy 
Goldard, BM-JHG, WC1 6XX. 
Information Sheffield's Students Gay- 
Soc, Students Unions, Western Bank, 
Sheffield 10.
Survey of the social position and 
attitudes of homosexuals to provide 
a factual basis for gay activism. Anyone 
interested particularly sociology 
students/lecturers contact Peter 
Tatchell, 29 Sinclair Gardens, London 
W14. Telephone 01-603 7158. 
Manchester Gay Women meet on alter
native Mondays. Details: Liz Stanley, 
061-881 3683.
Help/I nformation/coffee at Bethnal 
Rouge, a bookshop run by a collective 
of gay people.248 Bethnal Green Road, 
London E2. Tube: Bethnal Green. Bus: 8

Conference On The Family at Leeds 
Polytechnic May 12th & 13th. Organ
ised by Leeds Women's Lib. Info from 
Val Jones. 69 Bagby Rd, Leeds 2. Tele
phone Leeds 27777.
Abortion, contraception, entertainment, 
transport,legal advice, jobs, alternative? 
Work, food, hitch-hiking, cheap fur
nishing, communications, shelter, late 
night services, accommodation, free 
services, ad infinitum . . .
Contact: Nutshell Information Service, 
Phone: Brimingham 772 2483; 24 hours 
every day. (Ask for Nutshell as we 
share a line with St Basil's Centre.) 
Homosexual Counselling and Parents' 
Enquiry. You or your son, daughter, 
parent or friend could be homosexual 
and may need help and understanding. 
Write for appointment to FRIEND 
Centre, Broadley Terrace. London NW1 
or telephone 01-402 6345 Mondays to 
Fridays 7.30 to 9.30 pm.
Leicester Gay Awareness Group, ring 
Leicester 738832, ask for Clive or John. 
Warwick Gay Soc has started. Meets 
every Tuesday 6pm in the Coffee Bar 
at the University. Contact Irwin Timms, 
60 Russell Terrace. Leamington Spa, 
or Jill Brown, H44, Rdotes Hall. 
Manchester University Homophile 
Society -  social events, campaigning — 
open to all -  meets Thursdays. 8pm, 
meeting room 4, University Union, 
Oxford Road.
Women's Liberation Workshop, 3 
Shavers Place. London W1. Tel:
01-839 3918.
Fellowship in Christ the Liberator,
Communion service 8pm, Sundays,
West Kensington. Details: FCL c/o 61 
Earls Court Square, London SW5.
Gay Cambridge", a jo int CHE/GLF 

group covering both the town and the 
university. Meets every fortnight, 
weekly in university term. Contact 
Bernard Greaves, 29 John Street, 
Cambridge. Phone Cambridge 52661. 
Oxford Gay Action Group meets every 
Sunday at 8pm in the Marlborough, St 
Thomas Street. Fortnightly discos at 
the Cape of Good Hope, The Plain, 
Oxford. Further info - Oxford 45301 
between 7pm and 8pm.
Gay girls meet on alternate Fridays 
7 -1 0 .30pm, Blue Anchor Hotel, St 
Mary's Street. Cardiff, upstairs room. 
REACH, a nationwide homophile 
group of members of Christian churches 
primarily concerned with campaigning 
within the churches and helping iso
lated homosexual Christians. Reach, 
d o  27 BlackfriarsSt Manchester 
Gayprints - Faggots and the Revolut
ion etc. has now moved to 66 Wood
land Rise, Muswell H ill, London N10.

CAMPAIGN FOR 
HOMOSEXUAL EQUALITY

There are over 70 local groups. For 
details and membership information, 
contact their offices at:- 
28 Kennedy Street, Manchester M2 
4BG. Telephone 061-228 1985, 
or 22 Great Windmill Street, London W1. 
Telephone 01-437 7363.(London Infor
mation Centre.open Mondays to 
Fridays noon to 10pm, Saturdays noon 
to 6pm. Closed Sundays.)
Stepney: CHE group forming around 
this area and including the other parts 
of East London not catered for. For 
details ring Mike: 01-476 7980. 
Wandsworth/Richmond CHE group 
forming. Incorporating Fulham/ 
Wimbledon and fringe areas. Men AND 
women. We meet twice a month. Write 
to Charlie Micklewright. 46b Chartfield 
Ave, SW15.
Carlisle, Cumberland, the Lakes. Will 
anybody interested in joining a new 
group in this area please get in touch 
with Richard Webster, c/o Tyneside 
CHE, 17 Oxford Terrace, Gateshead 
NE8 IRQ.
CHE Cardiff now meets at Chapter Arts 
Centre, Market Street. Canton, Cardiff 
every other Monday (Nov 20th etc.)
Gay News w ill be on sale.
Streatham area -  newly formed CHE 
group meets regularly. Details: Ian 
Clayton. 56 Hillbrook Rd. SW17. 
YOUNG GAYS meet regularly in Lon
don. The CHE Youth Group meets 
fortnightly around Central London. 
Details from Mike or Jim at 
01-385 7246.
Homosexual Women: Find out more 
about CHE groups from a women.
Every Tues 6pm to 10pm at 22 
Gt Windmill St. W1. Tel: 01-437 7363. 
New CHE groups have been formed 
in Lancaster and Preston. For details 
phone Lancaster 2750 and Preston 
59908
Newport CHE meets alternate Wednes
days. Contact Chris Newport at 0633- 
65101.

GROUP
Postal enquiries: SMG, 214 Clyde 
Street, Glasgow G1 4JZ.
For meetings in ABERDEEN and 
GLASGOW ring John Breslin 
(041-771 7600)
For meetings in EDINBURGH ring 
Mike Coulson (031-225 4395) between 
1pm and 10pm any day.

For meetings in DUNDEE ring Len 
McIntosh (0382-452433)
SMG Edinburgh (Women's Branch) 
meets alternate Mondays 8pm in a 
hotel in central Edinburgh. Contact 
Convenor, SMG Edinburgh (Women's 
Branch), c/o V.O.C., 11 Colme St, 
Edinburgh EH3 6AG.

GAY LIBERATION  
FRONT

London Gay Liberation Front is divided 
into local groups and there are over 40 
provincial groups. Full information from 
the London GLF office, at 5 Caledonian 
Road, N1. Telephone 01-8377174.
Gay Womens Lib (North London) 
meet at the Crown and Woolpack,
397 St Johns Street, EC1 (Angel Tube) 
8pm on Mondays.
West London GLF meets in the Com
mittee Room of Fulham's Town Hall, 
Fulham Broadway on Thursdays at 8pm 

I South London GLF meets Thursdays 
I at Minet Library, Knatchbull Road, 

Brixton.
York GLF now forming. Details from 
Bob Olorenshaw, A 113 Derwent 
College, University of York, Heslington, 
York.
Newcastle GLF meets Wednesdays 8pm 
at 258 Westgate Road. Newcastle 4.
Bath Gay Awareness uroup meets
Thursdays 8pm. Info from John —
Bath 63168 or Hugh -  Bath 4738.
Leeds uLF meets on r  riaays at the 
O.S.A. Lounge in the University Union. 
Meetings open to all.
TV and TS group meets Tuesdays at 
All Saints Church vestry, Clydesdale 
Road, W11 at 8pm.
East London GLF meets Thursdays at 
103 Market Street. East Ham E6 at 8pm 
Bristol Gay Awareness Ur oup, c/o 
Tony. 20D, West Mall, C lifton, Bristol. 
Tel: 0272 32669.

| Essex GLF University. Contact Brian 
Roberts, c/o Student Pidgeon Holes, 
University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park,

| Colchester.
Leeds GLF Liberation Office, 153 

I Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2. Tel: 
0532-39071 ex 57. Meetings every 

| Friday at 7.30pm.
Manchester GLF. Details from John or 
Steve, 17 Claremont Grove, Didsbury, 
Manchester 20.
Religious Gay Lib Group meets on 
Sundays. Details: 01-278 1701.

| Sussex GLF meets Tuesdays 8.1b pm 
upstairs back bar Stanford Arms,
Preston Circus, Brighton. Official con
tact is Doug Coupe, 40 Ashford Road, 
Brighton, or phone Dave, Graham or 

I Chris at Brighton 688301 or call in on 
us any time at 24 Gladstone Place.

| Sussex University Gay Soc meets from 
time to time. Contact through Students 
Union, University of Sussex. Falmer, 
Nr. Brighton.

Discos
DISCO First Sat of each month at the 
Odd Spot Coffee House & Grill, Sir 
Simon's Arcade (behind T.S.B.), Lan
caster. Tel: 2750, 11pm to 4 am.
Bring a bottle. Gay News w ill be on 
sale.
South London GLF Disco every 
Monday except first Monday of the 
month. At The Crypt, St Matthews 
Church (opposite Town Hall, Brixton) 
BR/Tube. Buses 35. 37, 109, 59, 2, 3. 
Admission 15p. Beer and sandwich bar. 
Love, Kisses, South London GLF. 
Reading Gay Alliance weekly social *

| Wednesday, disco Saturday. Admission 
to each 20p (lOp students). Both at 
The Railway Tavern, Stanshawe Road, 
Reading. No membership.
Sussex GLF. Disco every Friday 8-11 
pm at Stanford Arms, Preston Circus, 
Brighton. Only 20p.
Oxford Gay Action Group: Weekly 
Discos 8pm on Fridays at The Cape 
of Good Hope, The Plain Oxford. 
Leeds GLF Discos every fortnight. 
ContArt their office for location. 
FATHER RED CAP 319 Camberwell 
Road, SE5 (Camberwell Green).
Tricky Dicky Boys only Disco on 
Thursdays and Sundays. Also mixed 
disco on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Girls only disco on Fridays.
West London GLF present discos at 
Fulham Town Hall, Harwood Road, 
at 8pm on April 24.
DHAG MUBILE DISCOTHEQUE 
Tuesday nights -  ROYAL OAK, 62 
Glenthorne Road, London W6.
KINGS ARMS Liverpool Street, (cor
ner of Pindar Street). Tube/B.R. Liv
erpool Street. Buses 8, 8a, 22. 6, 47. 
87. Dicks Inn every Monday 8-11pm 
Licensed. Tricky Dicky show on Sat- 

I urday nights 8.30-11pm. Admission 
free, saloon bar disco, impersona- 

| tions. gay atmosphere. Gay News is 
‘ x i sale at all Tricky Dicky discos. 

ARABIAN public house, 234 Cam
bridge Heath Road, E2. Nearest tube 

I Bethnal Green, 5 mins walk. Every 
Wednesday Uicks Inn 8.30-11pm.

| Tricky Dicky Disco.
The rest o f the social information 
is continued on the back page.



INFORMATION
Drag & Cabaret
This is a list of some of the pubs in 
London that regularly have Drag Acts. 
Information of out of London pubs 
featuring drag will be added to this list 
as we receive it. So if your local has 
something good happening at it, let 
us know: and that goes for you land
lords as well.
THE ROYAL VAUXHALL TAVERN 
“ the London Palladium of Drag", 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall X.SE11. 
Drag 7 nights a week and Fri, Sat, Sun 
& Mon Lunchtimes, featuring Lee Paris, 
Bow. Rae-Chell, Lola, Derek Rees and 
others. All lunchtime parties catered 
for. Tel: 735-1919.

ROYAL OAK, 62 Glenthorne Road,
W6 (Hammersmith). Drag every night. 
Regular artistes including Mr Jean 
Fredericks.
ELEPHANT & CASTLE. South Lam
beth Place, SW8 (Vauxhall). Drag 
every night except Tuesdays. Regular 
compere Jackie.
THE NEW BLACK CAP, 171 Camden 
High Street, NW1 (Camden Town tube) 
Drag every night with Tony Page.
Mon, Thurs, Sat with Marc Fleming.
Tues with Sandy Graham.
Wed with New Dumbelles.
Fri with Nicky Young.
Sunday (lunch) with Marc Fleming 
and Mrs Shufflewick.
Sunday (evening) with Perri St Clare 
or Sandy Graham.
Alan McGorrin is Gay News's super 
salesman at The Black Cap. Be nice to 
him, he works very hard.
Father Red Cap, 319 Camberwell Road, 
SE5 (Camberwell Green)
PALACE OF DRAG — Drag every 
night.

The following artistes are proud to 
announce they are appearing at the 
Father Red Cap: Lee Paris. Tammy. 
Colin Cordell, Alvis & Odell. Lee Tracy 
and Len Morton.
THE CRICKETERS. Battersea Park 
Road, SW11. (BR Battersea Park) 
Sun-Wed-Fri-Artistes include Troll- 
ettes. Honey, Lee Stevens, Derek Rees, 
Perry St Claire.
Mon-Drag dislo, dancing. Tues-Jazz 
Band. Thurs-Talent Night. Sat-Sing* 
along, dancing.
WINDSOR CASTLE. 309 Harrow Rd. 
(Westbourne Park) Drag on Wednesday 
and Sunday (lunch and eve).

PROVINCIAL DRAG 
AND CABARET

PAN CLUB, 52-54 Bute St. Luton. 
April 6th Randy Knight.
April 12th Sandy Graham.
April 23rd (Easter Mon) Bona 
Bonnet Night - hats essential.prizes.

Gay Pubs
THE QUEENS HEAD, Tryon Street (off 
Kings Road. London SW3.
W ILLIAM IV. Heath Street, Hamp
stead NW3, Hampstead tube.
THE SALISBURY. St Martins Lane.
Near to Trafalgar Square and Leicester 
Square tubes.
THE CHAMPION, Bayswater Road. 
Nearest tube is Netting Hill Gate.
THE BOLTONS and THE COLEHERNE 
are opposite each other at the junction 
of Earls Court Road and Old Brompton 
Earls Court tube.
THE SHIP AND WHALE 2 Gulliver 
Street, SE16.
THE GREEN ROOM. The Wheatsheaf 
Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush.

Provincial Info
IPSWICH: The Sea Horse Inn. (Young 
crowd, occasional drag)
SOUTHPORT: Queens, Promenade, 
ballroom bar. Gays welcomed by 
'Louise'. The*Baron's Bar' of the 
*Scarisbrick', Lord Street.
STRATFORD ON AVON: The Queens 
Head. Ely Street.
BOURNEMOUTH: Club: White 
Rabbit. Side Entrance, 140 Commer
cial Road. Open 9pm to 2am.
NEWPORT (MON): The Kings Heed 
Hotel (Lounge Bar), High Street, opp. 
station.
Pub: The Waterloo, Commercial St,
(by the dock gates).
ST ALBANS: Pub: The Boot.
BURNLEY: Pub: The Cross Keys.

LANCASTER: Pub: Farmers Arms.
King Street, "Landlord pro gay". 
SCARBOROUGH: Pub: The C liff Inn, 
Huntriss Row. Hotel: The Granby, 1 
Queen Street, reasonably priced 
private gay hotel.

BATH: Pub: The Regency (opposite 
Theatre Royal). Club: Georges Club. 
CHELTENHAM: New Twenty Club,
20 High Street, Telephone 25821. 
PLYMOUTH: Pubs: The Lockyer, 
Derry's Clock, Lockyer Street (Oak 
Lounge -  Back 3ar). The Phoenix, o ff 
Union Street. The Valletort. 
NEWCASTLE: Pubs: Eldon Grill 
(Variety Bar) opposite Grey's Monu
ment, Grey Street. Royal Turks Head 
(Red Rover Bar), Grey Street. Grapes 
Vaults, Grey Street. Royal Court Grill, 
Bigg Market (rough). Chancellors 
Head, Bigg Market. County Hotel 
(Nancy's Bar), foot of Westgate Road. 
SUNDERLAND: Club: Ro-Ko-Ko, The 
Promenade. Roker, Sunderland.
CHESTER: The bar of the Blossom 
Hotel.
WINDSOR: Pubs: The Ship and the 
Three Tuns, both near the Guildhall 
MORECOMBE: Mason's Arms. Queen 
Street, Thursday through Sunday. 
PRESTON: Pubs: Grove Hotel, Fylde 
Road. Bull and Royal Cockpit Bar.
Men only.
BLACKBURN: Pub: Merchant's Hotel, 
Darwen Street, by GPO. Drag shows. 
Partly gay club: Top Hat Club. 
NORWICH: Pub: Studio Four. Anglia 
Studios.
BEDFORD: Pub: The Bariev Mow. 
Bromham Road.
MANCHESTER: Pub: Union Hotel, 
Princess Street, women, men and drag. 
Rembrandt, Sackville Street, Trafford. 
Back bar and mostly men. Cavalcade, 
junction Wilmstow Road and Barlow 
Moor Road, Didsbury, Sunday lunch 
time. New York, Richmond Street, 
behind Union Hotel. Women and men. 
Mechanics, Sackville Street.
Clubs. Samanthas, back Piccadilly 
(off Newton Street). Ban on women 
and admittance restricted to members 
and guests only. Picador. Bradshaw 
Street. Shude Hill. Rockingham, Queen 
Street.
LUTON: Club: Pan Club, Bute Street. 
Open every night with late extension 
and disco. GN on sale, cabaret at 
weekends, and competitions. 
AYLESBURY: Pub: The Britannia. 
DUNSMORE (NEAR WENDOVER, 
BUCKS): Pub: The Fox.
THAME (OXON): Pub: The Jolly 
Sailor
WARRINGTON: Pub: The Higher
Seven Stars, Bridge Street. -

EDINBURGH: Pub: The Kenilworth. 
Rose Street. Scottish Victoriana.
The Abercromby Hotel (downstairs Bar), 
Abercromby Place. Very new, very gay, 
with coal fires and Georgian furnishings. 
GLASGOW: Pubs: Studio One, Byres 
Road (top of). Mixed pleasant crowd, 
artists, students.
The Duke of Wellington, Argyle Street. 
Large and busy.
Club: The Close Theatre Club. Gorbals 
Street. Join at door or a member w ill 
sign you in. Restaurant. Good plays.
Very popular.
In SCOTLAND all pubs dose at 10pm 
and are dosed all day Sunday. Hotels 
have 7-day licences.
NOTTINGHAM: Pub: Roebuck. 
Mansfield Road. "Members on ly" Bar 
on the left — tell them you're gay — 
the landlady is too.
Club: Mario's Restaurant, Stanford 
Street, o ff Cast legate.
LEEDS: Pubs: Great Northern and 
Hope and Anchor.
Club: Charley's Briggate. Members and 
guests. Free in the week, pricey at 
weekends. Mostly men.
LIVERPOOL: Pub: The Lisbon,
Victoria Street, Liverpool 2.
Private Lounge: The Bonaparte, Temple 
Lane, Liverpool 2 (entrance "C 
Temple Buildings). "S trictly gays only". 
Opens 9pm, bar from 10.30 when 
doors close. Closed Mondays.
Clubs: The New Bear's Paw, Dorrans 
Lane (off Lord Street) Liverpool 1.
Open 10.30pm to 1am. Also open for 
lunch; closed Mondays. The Archway, 
Hockenhall Alley (off Dale Street) L.2. 
10pm to 2am. Closed Wednesdays.
Men and women. John's Gay Bar 
Royal (next to 'Ascot'), Wood Street 
(off Hanover Street) Liverpool 1.
Closed Tuesdays. Men and women. 
BLACKPOOL: Lucy s bar, Talbot 
Square.
Club: Pepe's Club. Talbot Road.
We shall be listing provincial pubs and 
clubs more regularly in future, and 
would be grateful i f  a ll readers could 
send us information.

Friendly Outlets
Gay News thanks the following dubs, 
pubs and bookshops who regularly have 
Gay News on Sale. This is Just a small 
selection o f our outlets who make a 
special effort in displaying and selling 
Gay News.

THE ANCHOR INN (The Viking Club) 
East Street, Southampton. (Girls only 
on Saturday nights).
THE ROBERT BURNS, 9 South 
Front, Southampton.
THE PUBLIC HOUSE .BOOKSHOP,
21 Little  Preston Street, Brighton.
THE UNICORN BOOKSHOP, 50 
Gloucester Road, Brighton.
BRISTOWS PAPERBACKS, 4 Bride
well Alley, Norwich.
BETHNAL ROUGE BOOKSHOP, 248 
Bethnal Green Road, London E2.
LE FAUNE RESTAURANT. 23 Praed 
Street, London W2.
SHANES CLUB, 1 Broadhurst Gardens 
London NW6
THE PAINT BOX CLUB. 29 Foley
Street, London W1
THE GIGOLO. Kings Road. London
SW3.
THE PINK ELEPHANT CLUB, 8 
Newport Place, London WC2.
THE MASQUERADE CLUB. 310 
Earls Court Road, London SW5.
THE DOK CLUB, 2a Lowndes Court, 
London W1 (off Carnaby Street).
THE COLEHERNE and BOLTONS 
PUBS in Earls Court and the CHAM
PION notting Hill Gate. THE QUEENS 
HEAD, Tryon Street )off Kings Road), 
London SW3.
THE FATHER RED CAP (upstairs 
bar) Camberwell Green, London SE5. 
THE GREEN ROOM of the WHEAT* 
SHEAF, Goldhawk Road, Shepherds 
Bush. London.
THE PAVILION CLUB, 123Shardlow 
Road, (A6) Shardlow, Derbys.
THE GREEN MAN, The Place. 
Winchester, Hants.
ROKOKO CLUB, Roker. Sunderland. 
PRINCESS ROYAL, 172 Welling 
borough Road, Nothampton.
THE NIGHTINGALE CLUB, 50 Camp 
Hill, Birmingham 12.
MOULIN ROUGE. 72 Worral Road. 
Clifton, Bristol
VALENTINES -  GEORGES CLUB 
(off Gay Street) Bath.
THE REGENCY, opposite Theatre 
Royal, Bath.
DON JOHN'S CLUB, Silver Street, 
Doncaster.

Gay News M ail O rder
AUTHOR "  TITLE PRICE

£ 1.20

AUTHOR
Jean Genet

Roger Peyrefitte 

Gore Vidal

Del Martin/Phyllis Lyon 
Radclyff Hall 
Neville Jackson 
Angus Stewart 
James Baldwin

Andrew McCall 
Hubert Selby Jnr 
William Burroughs

Desmond Hall 
Denis Altman 
Clif David 
Marco Vassi 
Richard Amory 
Dirk Vanden 
Reports:

Rod McKuen

Isabel Miller 
Robin Maugham 
Hunter Davis 
Simone de Beauvoir 
Shulamith Firestone 
Lance Horner/Kyle Onstott 
Andre Gide

Laud Humphreys

Joseph Hansen 
Stanley Weintraub 
Mark Freedman

TITLE
Funeral Rites 50p
Querelle of Brest 60p
Our Lady of Flowers 50p
Miracle of the Rose 60p
Thiefs Journal 35p
The Exile of Capri 30p
Diplomatic Conclusions 40o
The City and The Pillar 35p
Myra Breckenridge 40p
Lesbian/Woman 60p
Well of Loneliness 50p
No End to the Way 25p
Sandel 40p
Another Country 35p
Giovannis Room 25p
The Au Pair Boy 30p
Last Exit to Brooklyn 50p
The Ticket that Exploded 35p
The Soft Machine 35p
The Naked Lunch 45p
Wild Boys £1.00
I Give You Oscar Wilde 40p
Homosexual -  Oppression and Liberation £2.50 
Hyperstud 70p
Mind Blower 70p
Frost 70p
All is Well 70p
Sexual Freedom League 60p
The Obscenity Report 50p
F ields of Wonder £ 1.00
Twelve Years of Christmas 80p
Patience and Sarah £1.75
Escape From The Shadows £3.50
Body Charge £2.00
The Second Sex 75p
The Dialectic of Sex 50p
Child of the Sun
The Immoralist 30p
Journals 75p
Out of the Closets £ 1.20
Tea Room Trade £3.25

Fade Out £1.80
Beardsley (A Biography) 50p
Homosexuality 8< Psychological Functioning £1.25

The Homosexual Dialectic 
Jackarandy 
Candy
A Queer Kind of Death 
A Parade of Cock-Eyed Creature*
I Said The Demon 
A Soldier Erect 
The Hand Reared Boy 
Cocksure 
The Other Love 
Boys In The Band 
Drop Out
The L Shaped Room 
City of Night 
This Days Death 
Cruising

Susan Campbell 8t Caroline Conran Poor Cook 
Janet Walker Vegetarian Cookery

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS -  BEAT THE RUSH AND ORDER YOUR 
COPY NOW
The Queens Vernacular -  as featured in Gay News -  special pre-publication offer only 95p 
+ 5p Post & Packing
-  a saving of 25o. This offer is exclusive to GN readers only.
SILVER RINGS — priced £1.00 -  State small, medium or large.

Joseph A McCaffrey 
Leo Madigan
Terry Southern/Mason Hoffenberg 
George Baxt

Brian Aldiss

Mordechai Richler 
H Montgomery Hyde 
Mart Crowley 
Robin Farquharson 
Lynne Reid Banks 
John Rechy

Gerald Walker

40p
£1.05
£1.05
£1.05

35p
35p
40p
75p
20p
20p
35p
50p

£1.75
30p
60p
40p

A n titd  $i?e
POSTERS -  ALL PRICED 25p
Jean Harlow 
Rudolph Valentino 
Bum and Flower
PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING:

FOR WHICH I ENCLOSE CHEQUE/PO PAYABLE TO GAY NEWS M A IL ORDER, VALUE

All items are post free. To: Gay News Mail Order, 34d Redcliffe Square, London SW10.
Please allow 14 days for delivery.


