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Editorial

G.L.F. in Regents Park, London.

Well, here it is, the first issue of Gay News. It is late and we are sorry about that, but 
we offer the first excuse and apology in the life of Gay News, and sincerely hope it won’t 
be the first of a long series. During the coming out of the paper almost everything that 
could go wrong did. To the people who were brave enough to risk their hard-earned cash 
on a pre-publication subscription, our very heartfelt thanks. Without you it could never 
have happened, without your help and support there wouldn’t have been a paper at all.
For that we are very grateful, for the chance to bring out Gay News. Not just for our
selves, those of us at present working on the paper, but also for the many friends and 
helpers who have contributed (and put up with us), and the people who were, for a time, 
part of the genesis of what you are holding in your hand.

Gay News, as you will doubtless tire of 
hearing and reading after the first few issues, 
is not our paper, but yours; it belongs to 
the whole of the gay community. It’s for 
gay women as well as gay men, for transex
uals and transvestites, for anyone with a 
sexual label but who we like to call “gays 
of all sexes’’. The first issue alone cannot 
reach as far as it should into the gay comm
unity.- to do that it needs your help - but 
in time we hope it will. Those of us invol
ved in the paper, whether we’re still around 
or no longer into it, have always held to 
one unifying idea; that it isn’t and never 
will be enough just to produce a paper for 
gay people, we could only begin something, 
in this case the getting together of a news
paper, which would in the end belong to 
all gays.

In fact, it has often worried us that our 
action in bringing out Gay News could and 
possibly would be interpreted as doing 
something because we thought other people 
needed it. That’s not it. We feel that, des
pite legal reform and a certain relaxation in 
people’s attitudes to sexuality, that nothing 
much has really changed. It is clear that 
many gay people are still extremely isolated, 
many still live restricted lives. We feel that 
a medium which could help us all to know 
what we were all doing, which could put 
us in contact, and be open evidence of our 
existence and our rights for the rest of the 
people to see, could help start the beginning 
of the end of the present situation. And 
that goes for all of you who buy the paper 
as well as we who get it together. Maybe 
that sounds like another way of saying “we 
think you need it”, but surely it is only a 
recognition of how people and institutions 
through lack of tolerance and understanding, 
still make it difficult for most gay people 
to openly be themselves, to live their lives 
without fear of abuse, prejudice, and worse.

After all, gay people are the same as any
one else; whether you are part o f the majo
rity or one of the minorities, you are still 
people, wanting and needing to share news 
and information about what everyone else 
is doing, about what is going on among the 
others who have taken up a similar life-style. 
And for us especially, there is still a need 
to dispel and counteract much ignorance and 
misinformation. So far we seem to have 
accepted society’s definition of us as some
thing that’s not very nice, to be seen perhaps 
but not heard. Isn’t that a little crazy? We 
are all people with our lives, our hopes, our 
fears and expectations for what life has in 
store for us. The beautiful, loving times, 
the not so joyous moments - this is what we 
are, and more - and isn’t that simply people? 
And to be isolated from what goes on in 
the world around us is not only wrong; it 
shows up some dangerous cracks in the soc
iety we live in.

So a few of us got together just before 
Christmas 1971, having come to the conclu
sion that a first step to rectifying this situa
tion would be the creation of a newspaper, 
to provide news and entertainment, and a 
forum for all gays. By entertainment, we 
mean things that can be laughed at and 
enjoyed - we hope that Gay News will never

be so completely serious that no-one could 
smile, laugh, or maybe happily cringe at 
parts o f it. News is not only the bad things 
that can happen to us all, but knowing 
about what otners are doing, sharing and 
achieving. Information is knowing where and 
when this is going on, so that if you have a 
mind to you could share in it. Why should- 
’nt gay people know what each other are 
doing in whatever place it is, wherever you 
happen to live? But you can’t share in 
something you don’t know about.

By March, Gay News had an office, and 
from then on most of the collective busi
ness was carried on from there (not difficult 
on one side is a porn shop, on the other a 
pub, which seems to bfc a peculiarity of 
small newspaper offices in London). The 
main job  then and through April was to let 
as many people as possible know of our 
intentions and to start to raise the capital 
to put the paper on a more definite basis.
We wrote to many well-known and monied 
gays, asking for help and support, but unfor
tunately the response was rather small But 
the subscriptions rolled in, and with the gen
erous help of a few individuals the paper 
began to take shape.

The collective had now grown to about 
15 men and women, some from Gay Libera
tion Front, some from Campaign for Homo
sexual Equality, a few worked very hard for 
Scottish Minorities Group, some were just 
gay individuals (and some not-so-gay) who 
felt that Gay News could be the start of 
something important.

Money has always been a problem, but 
by April other and possibly more important 
obstacles had appeared. Some of those 
involved began to have doubts; about the 
amount of work involved, about the com
promises they would have to make with 
their own political and alternative ideals.
Some of us became bored with this destruc
tive soul-searching and lack of action on 
practicalities. Some of us despaired at the 
way in which we seemed so small and isola
ted a group to attempt the task of pulling 
together a newspaper, and about the lack of 
response and general wariness with which 
the whole venture was being treated, except 
for the adventurous prepared to risk a sub- 
scription and our few but generous contrib
utors. There were a few heated rows, many 
tears, and a general air of disappointment 
and frustration. It seemed as though we 
wouldn’t be able to pull it off after all. So 
we suspended operations for a while until 
people made up their minds as to whether 
they or the paper would go on. In the end 
we did continue with a smaller collective, 
and you are holding the result.

We talk, and always will be doing, about 
the Gay News Collective. By collective, we 
mean the people who are presently engaged 
in getting the paper together. There is no 
editor, art director, sales manager or what
ever, we are all equally responsible for 
everything, and by the same token, no one 
person is in a position of greater authority 
than any other. We feel this to be import
ant; if this is to be a paper for all gays, then

Of course, the rows continue, but the 
situation is far healthier. We had been dec
eiving ourselves about the amount of work 
involved, we didn’t know how difficult it 
all was, but now we must just get on with 
it to the best of our collective abilities. 
Despite all that, the paper has become great 
fun, and looks like being more so in future 
issues. We can but hope, 
it is impossible to lay down a given direc
tion for the paper, and a collective arrange
ment without positions o f authority reflects 
the flexibility we need and will hopefully 
have. No one person has any more say than 
anyone else, whether they are writing, des
igning, pasting down photographs or what
ever. And this collective is completely open- 
ended; anyone interested enough to want to 
help produce and continue Gay News is wel
come, no matter what their sex, politics, or 
any other quirks of personality. You’re 
welcome anyway, even if you want to drop 
by for a chat and a nose around the office 
but beware, it isn’t large enough for coach 
parties.

Gay News is based in London. There 
isn’t really any element of choice or design 
about this - London happens to be where 
most of us live and where we started getting 
it together. So in spite of the fact that we 
feel it’s wrong for so many things to be 
based in London, this is where the paper is 
produced, printed, and distributed from.
But we hope the paper will never become 
just a London paper, covering only what the 
capital city is up to. People actively invol
ved with the paper are spread over most of 
the country, admittedly fairly thinly at the 
moment, but with your help that will soon 
change(hint! hint!). Most active centres as 
far as work on the paper is concerned are 
Manchester, Edinburgh, and London, with 
possible developments in Eire and some of 
the county towns. With your help, we will 
print more information and news from more 
areas of the country, and with greater invol

vement from the homosexual community, 
Gay News could, can, and will become much 
more than it is now. This is only where 
we begin.

However, to return to the saga. May was 
the most hectic period in the paper’s short 
life. Printers had to be found, design finally 
decided upon, all the articles and informa
tion that had come to us had to be sorted, 
and the shape and content of the first few 
issues planned. We have also had to arrange 
our own distribution, as our dear friends 
W. H. Smith and Sons weren’t over anxious 
to touch us, and distributors like Moore- 
Hamess could not be used because of the 
cost, but with the help o f a friendly book
shop in Brighton we have tried to spread the1 
paper over as much of the country as poss
ible. In the very near future we hope it’ll 
be easier to get the paper from your local 
bookshop or in the gay pubs and clubs in 
your town. And if you have anv ideas about 
a bookshop round your way that might sell 
us and doesn’t, you have only to drop us a 
line and we’ll write to him or her.

So far that gives you several things to 
think about - the news and information that 
you can send us to print, the letters and 
comments you have to write so that we 
know what you think, the bookshop round 
the comer that might be one more outlet - 
and that is what we mean when we say it’s 
your paper. None oi these aie things we 
can do for you - we are asking you to do 
them for us. for yourselves, for your paper. 
Gay News will not have any single viewpoint, 
nor will it be aligned to any gay movement. 
It is open to all to use it as a medium of 
news and expression. We will try, for our 
part, to be honest and objective about what 
goes into the paper, and in what we put 
there ourselves.

Thank you very much for your patience, 
thank you very much for buying the copy 
you are reading. From now on it’s all 
yours. The paper belongs to everyone.

Women's monthly 
news magazine 
(First issue June) 
Subscriptions £2.00 
9 Newburgh Street, 
London W1A 4XS.



NEWS FEATURE

'Look they're just like us'.

Speak~not~so~Easy. Or how 
Jimmy Saville almost went Gay

We knew the programme was going to be about homosexuals again, but, like everyone 
else except Michael Butler of the Samaritans, who was, it seems, doing the inviting, we 
didn’t know when or where. I rang Rev. Roy Trevivian’s secretary, who made apologetic 
noises about the smallness of the room, and the "specially invited audience’, so I politely 
solicited such an invitation for four of us from the paper. She promised to check with 
the producer himself to see if there was room, and to phone us back the following day. 
Neither she nor anyone else at the B.B.C. had the courtesy to bother. The day after that 
I phoned again, only to get the same blurb from the same girl, but this time she added 
that they’d made up their audience list yesterday and we’d been left out as we weren’t 
really suitable, and she was terribly sorry. At no time was Roy Trevivian available in per
son, so we were told. They had come across us “in our researches”. So much for Gay News.

The next stage in the saga took place 
whilst we were having a collective meeting, 
and it came to light that one of the C.H.E. 
members of the collective had been invited 
to be part of that audience. He had first 
been telephoned and asked to keep Thursday 
evening free for “something rather secret”. 
Later that same week he had been phoned 
again and told it was another edition of 
Speakeasy on Homosexuality. Someone else 
had told him where and when it was to be 
recorded, but he was “officially” told, by 
phone, whilst we were sitting in our meeting 
on the very day it was to be recorded! It 
was becoming clear that only nice, safe, res
pectable homosexuals who would conform to 
the B.B.C.’s idea of the programme and of 
Gayness were going to get in. As to wno 
decided the criteria for this we weren’t, and 
still aren’t, quite sure, but since the invitat
ions we knew of had come from Rev.
Michael Butler and all his angels, and since 
it also seemed that both he and the B.B.C. 
had assumed Gay News was a synonym for 
Gay Lib., he was the obvious man to contact.

The reasons for all the secrecy and exclu
sion about a programme supposedly concer
ned with free speech and letting the unedited 
words of ‘ordinary people’ out over the air
waves was then made clear. I was told that 
every effort was being made to exclude GLF 
because the B.B.C. did not want them there, 
and had threatened to scrap the show if they 
did get on. I was told that GLF had 
“ruined” the last edition of Speakeasy on 
this subject, (all this meant was that one 
GLF member actually took 5 minutes to fin
ish what he was saying, which the producer 
didn’t like anyway) forcing the B.B.C. to 
re-record part of the programme in order to 
cui out what they had said (!) and that in 
any case another organisation would be 
“represented in a roundabout way”. When 
asked if 1 was in GLF I replied that I was, 
but that I wished to be present on the pro
gramme as Gay News. The reply was to the 
effect that what was really wanted was 
people as people, not as organisations, 
(though on the programme itself it was clear 
that everyone there was from some organisa
tion, and, like me, determined to plug it. 
That’s all very well, but without GLF or Gay 
News it would have been a depressingly one

sided picture). But Michael Butler did at last 
relent, bless his heart, and said it was O.K.,
I could come along, he was sorry to be so 
cagey about it, and 1 could bring one other 
person if I could “guarantee them”, whatever 
that meant. So the three of us who went 
from Gay News were placed in the unfortu
nate position of trying to make the distinc
tion between GLF and Gay News clear, 
whilst all being members of both. Thougn 
GLF did come to know of where and when 
it was, no-one could be bothered to come 
although several apparently promised to, 
largely because no-one at the B.B.C. both
ered to correct their impression that it was 
being recorded, as it usually is, on Friday, 
when it was, in fact, done on Thursday.

So, who are we to believe in this welter 
of secrecy and intrigue from the public 
broadcasting body and its ‘friends’? Roy 
Trevivian, along with his secretary, his resear
cher, and Jimmy Saville, who all, when asked, 
spread their thin little story about limited 
space (and why not in the Paris Studio on 
Friday? Oh, because Jimmy’s going away 
on Friday. So why not do it another week?) 
and invited audience - amongst whom there 
was ample space for twenty more at least; or 
are we to believe the man they seem to have 
put in charge of the inviting? The whole 
setup was an open invitation to GLF to dis
rupt , and they would have been more than 
justified in doing so. And who told them 
Gay News was GLF? Why didn’t they bother 
to do their research properly? Who else did 
they miss out, and why?

It seemed very ironic to be asked in the 
course of the programme if we felt that gay 
people got a fair deal from the media. The 
point is that we very largely get no deal what

soever, unless it is either patronising, dero
gatory, or just plain ignorant, and this bunch, 
apart from taking comfort from the unctuous 
phrases of the Albany Trust and the Samari
tans, were all three. Their hypocrisy as re
gards their public image of the programme is 
self evident. Like most other broadcasts, the 
people they invite are not there to show how 
they feel to the general public, and thus pre
sent the truth, but to conform to what the 
producer wants them to look and sound 
like so as to enhance what he is going to say. 
Why else is almost everything on radio or 
television pre-recoraed - to render it safe. So 
why do they wish to exclude the most open 
and vocal sections of the gay community 
from the media, when they open to the gay 
community at all? Because they are not 
going to be manipulated, as gay people 
always are, to suit somebody else’s concept 
of us, and thus be party to even the most 
liberal and well-meaning lie, such as 
Speakeasy is.

Doug Pollard

Your nearest 
Bottle of Librium

The B.B.C.’s Religious Broadcasts 
Department are proud o f  their forum-cum- 
chat show, “Speakeasy” broadcast on 
Radio 1 on Sunday afternoons. They 
make pretty sure their audience knows it 
too, making a point o f  announcing that 
Speakeasy is the only show o f  its kind in 
the world, where the ordinary-man-in-the- 
street can come in and voice his opinions 
on any topic which happens to be dis

cussed at the time. Jimmy Saville, who 
chairs the show, encourages the assembled 
audience to speak out and participate (via 
the roving microphones), since the show is 
(to paraphrase both the producer, Roy 
Trevivian, and Jimmy Saville in the warm
up period) 80% yours, to do as you like - 
the panel o f  experts here are purely for 
technical guidance and know-how.

Needless to say, after all this is said, the 
audience, sometimes gets a word in 
edgeways.

On the Friday that"Speakeasy’recorded 
a discussion on sports and subsidies, Jimmy 
Saville closed the show by saying something 
that provoked a stifled, embarrassed laugh
ter • if you had heard it, it would have sent 
you grasping for your nearest bottle o f  
librium. He told the audience that, unfor
tunately, they wouldn’t hold the next show 
at its usual home, the Paris studio, not 
because it was going on the road, but 
because they were dealing with a rather 
controversial and sensitive subject, to which 
*you probably wouldn’t come anyway’ - 
that o f  homosexuality. Thus contradict
ing their own publicity blurb about Free 
Speech and Man in the Street. It obviously 
stirred a lot o f  interest amongst the Gay 
Brothers who either happened to be there, 
or heard o f  it through the grapevine.

Subsequently our gay friends made fur
tive enquiries to Rev. Roy Trevivian the 
producer and in each case reached his sec
retary, who then, in turn, handed the phone 
to the researcher, Pat Honey.

When asked why Gay Liberation or Gay 
News hadn’t been invited to send repre
sentatives, and where the programme was 
being recorded, and why it was being done 
secretly, without being open to interested 
parties, she gave a reply to the effect that: 
The programme was being held in a small 
room before an already selected audience, 
which couldn’t be enlarged upon **for obv
ious reasons”.

No further questions or comments were 
put to Miss Honey, and she volunteered no 
information herself, except that she might 
ring up Gay News to see what they have to 
say.

Lloyd Vanata
(G.L.F. source) 18/5/72
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“Over there Mr. Roving Mike”
Over the airwaves came this sane, rational, 

slightly wary programme, busy with being 
reasonable, a little tinged with nervousness 
and heavily colourwashed with a genteel 
shade of apologia. But the programme as 
she is spoke was a little different.

You couldn’t see the paraphenalia of 
speakers and microphones, the small group 
of hard chairs in a room fit to hold at least 
twenty more. And a good many chairs were 
empty. You didn’t have to sit through the 
build-up from the producer and Jimmy... 
about how they hated to edit the programme, 
so no cussin’ and so on. About the number 
of listeners, to remind us of our responsibil
ity. About who we were, andwhere we 
came from - and again the confusion of Gay 
News with Gay Lib came up. And then some 
wise child asked the producer if he was gay- 
and was told, “In inverted commas, ‘no’, 
othrwise yes.”

Radio suffers from being non-visual, as 
well as deriving certain advantages from it. 
When someone began talking about bleached 
hair, we all laughed - because Jimmy Saville 
has bleached hair. When Jimmy talked 
about the number of people there, he was 
able to imply the existence of a fair sized 
gathering, when in fact there were fewer than 
a hundred, probably as low as fifty. When 
he said we all looked sober and business
like, you couldn’t see me in the front row 
with me blue velvet jacket and bright silver 
boots (among other things, I hasten to add).

But more important than the little white 
lies radio allows you to tell is the greater 
one - that this was a free programme of 
people being given a fair chance to have 
their say. Let me explain the set-up. Jimmy 
was on a little stage with the group. On the 
floor of the room they were using as a stud
io, one at each side, were rather sober and 
not-unheavy gentlemen, each carrying a 
microphone attached to many yards of wire. 
You got your chance to speak when Jimmy 
allowed it - and since he obviously thought 
we were going to be troublesom, and the 
running order to which he frequently ref
erred did not include any discussion of radic
al gayness, it took him a long while to send 
it our way. Often 1 found that the discuss
ion had taken a sidetrack, and by the time 
he waved a mike to me, my point was 
irrelevant. Other times the subject was 
changed altogether. How far this was influ
enced by the voice of the producers in 
Jimmy’s earpiece, I cannot say. Yet when 
the programme began to change character, 
and started to pursue any topic in depth, it 
seemed to be the exact moment for another 
piece of music. In short, it was in no sense 
of the word a discussion programme.

Actually talking into the mike was intimi
dating, too. Since I was sitting right in Front 
of Jimmy, the man holding the mike stood 
between us (there was room to one side). 
Consequently I had to either talk to the mike 
itself, or try to see how Jimmy was reacting 
via this large gentleman’s armpit - but it 
didn’t seem to matter most of the time, as 
Jimmy was usually looking at the other 
roving mike, and positioning it so he could 
cut in swiftly when I or anyone else paused 
for breath. The major occasion when we 
actually talked to one another was in argu
ing about drag, transvestites, and so-called 
effeminate behaviour, which he and everyone 
else had bundled up into one package labelled 
bad. It is not easy, in a few sentences, and 
in these surroundings, to separate the three 
and defend them, also separately. Especially 
as Jimmy was more interested in making the 
point written down on his order sheet (which 
presumably said ‘homosexuals are not like 
that’, where it ought to have said ‘not all... 
etc.’). And so he tried to steer me up the 
garden path and strand me, because I wasn’t 
in drag. I could have been a mite less honest 
than I was, and said that there was no point 
when the audience were listeners, not 
watchers - but in an already rather dishonest 
programme I did not wish to compound the 
felony.

As far as I could tell, both from the way 
the talk was steered and the reception of

some of the statements, the plan of the pro
gramme was to present gays as nice, safe, 
normal, unremarkable people just like every
one else, valiantly fitting in where they are 
plainly meant not to go (since the law still 
treats us as perverts and a danger, and so do 
most people). It said nothing about gay 
people who believe, as I do, that we are dif
ferent and in some respects better, and that 
we are capable of evolving a lifestyle of our 
own which would be perfectly compatible 
with every other possible sexual and ethnic 
group (something which predominantly het
erosexual societies have never managed to do). 
Of course, taken as a whole, we are no bet
ter or worse than anyone else, but we will 
not become anything like complete as indiv
iduals whilst we play pretend marriage and 
domesticity, which are plainly not, and never 
will be, the ways in which two or more men 
can build a life together. Only legal and 
financial ties, coupled with societal pressure 
of belief, make sure that heterosexual marri
ages continue at all. And this is what is 
meant, at basis, by being acceptable - it 
means behaving like a certain group of 
people who are plainly different in a funda
mental respect from ourselves, and in a way 
which they themselves find near impossible.

But what the programme did do was to 
reach a number of people who have never 
met another gay person in their lives before, 
who have lived in loneliness and fear, and 
now find that they are not alone. In the 
couple of weeks following the programme 
the Albany Trust alone had over a hundred 
letters of this kind. And it must have given 
courage to many others. It will have helped 
to ease the tensions in a home such as mine, 
in which I live with my parents and only 
recently faced them with the fact that I am 
gay. It will have helped the painful process 
of dispelling all the history of prejudice and 
censure that we have faced and still do.
Above all, it stated loud and clear the one 
fact that must be said again and again - that 
gayness is about love, that it is no different 
in any way from heterosexuality, that both 
are as good, as fulfilling, and as human as 
each other. The only perversion is their per
secution of our freedom as though we were 
less than human.
As with so many other things, the control of 
the producer is the crucial factor, deciding 
as it does the image of a particular person or 
group of people which is communicated to 
the audience. When the audience is as large 
as 5 or 6 million, as it is with Speakeasy, then 
the producer of that programme has an enor
mous responsibility to the group he is por
traying - in this case, gay people. Yet there 
was little preparation for the programme and 
it only lasted one hour, and so time was prec
ious, an attempt was made to exclude certain 
sections of the gay community, who do have 
something to say, whether or not you agree 
with it. Those organisations which were 
represented did not cover anything like a 
wide range, being for the most part composed 
of people who seemed not a million miles 
from the self-pitying legions of the unfortu
nate living out their twisted lives - ‘but it 
wasn’t our fault’. So much more consulta
tion should have taken place, so much more 
time spent before and during the programme. 
The only way we can be at all sure that a 
fair image of us goes out to those who don’t 
know is to do the job ourselves. It will be,
I am sure, a very interesting exercise for 
both the producer and the participants.

c/o The Albany Trust, 
32 Shaftsbury Avenue, 
London W.C1.
22nd May, 1972.

" Gay News",
19 London Street,
London W.2
Dear Peter and David.

Anthony Grey tells 
tne that I am in the dog house as far as Gay 
News is concerned. I alsoseem to be pig- 
in-the-middle over the BBC Speakeasy pro
gramme. lam  sorry that it has been con
strued that / was indulging in jiggery 
pokery. It9ll teach me in future not to be 
lumbered with other people's chores. The 
BBC rang and asked me to find thirty gay 
people as representatives o f  as many org
anisations and groups as I know, excepting 
-ing Gay Lib. They also talked about some
thing called " Challenge", which / assumed 
was a Gay Liberation Front venture. There 
seems to be have been some misunderstand
ing and a right cock up in the arrangem
ents for the programme. I am sorry if  I 
have hurt anybody's feelings or made 
them feel that there was dirty work afoot 
I am glad that everybody represented in 
the programme seemed to take a full part 
in the discussion and the Gay Liberation 
Front more than held its own.

May 1 wish Gay News every success.
I f at any time you feel I could contribute 
anything useful, let me know.

Yours sincerely,
Michael Butler.

Manchester Club hits out 
at Women. Five arrested

Early in March Samantha’s, a gay club 
in Manchester, changed its policy o f freely 
admitting women members and allowing 
them to sign in as guests. One night two 
women members o f the Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality, one a Samantha’s 
member and the other her guest, were ref
used admittance. They were told that the 
club no longer had women members. Later 
this statement was changed to stating that 
although the club had women members, no 
more women would be allowed to join, and 
existing women members were no longer 
allowed to sign in guests. A dialogue with 
the owner o f the coub»failed to produce 
any change in this policy and as it was in 
direct pooosition to CHE’s objective of 
equality between women and men, and 
likely to produce an all-male ghetto club, 
it was decided that leaflets would be pro
duced to be given to people going into the 
club, containing details of what had occ- 
ured and stating the objections. It asked 
those people who were against the club's 
policy to say so to its management.

The first night the leaflets were given 
out the management told us to go home, 
it was too cold for fooling about. The se
cond night they were less pleased to see us 
and an irate/scared member called the 
police, who told us to go, otherwise we’d 
all be arrested. Unsure o f whether we were 
committing a legal offence, we decided to 
move.

On the day after, five o f us, (Bobbie 
Oliver, Alan Blake, Steve Lath, Glenys 
Parry and Liz Stanley) gave out leaflets 
to the six people who went into the club. 
We had consulted two lawyers from the 
National Council for Civil Liberties who 
had told us that the only offence we could

be arrested for was obstruction, and that 
if we all walked briskly about and didn’t 
attempt to prevent anyone from going 
into the club then we would not be comm
itting any offence.

We behaved exactly as the lawyers 
suggested, gave out only six leaflets, saw only 
one car pass by: and yet were arrested. For 
obstruction.

We had a witness who stood nearby on 
the same piece of pavement for over twenty 
minutes, but the police took no notice of 
him whatsoever.

The hearing was held on the 28th March, 
when we were committed for trial on 21st 
June. The prosecution said that we were 
members o f Gay Lib and that we were try
ing to pressure the club into letting people 
of the same sex dance together.In other 
words, that the club was a straight one, 
and that we were trying to turn it gay.

CHE has backed our action, and has 
agreed to finance an appeal if the court 
finds us guilty, or pay any fine they may 
impose.

Glenys Parry.
Gay News in issue Number 2 will be rep

orting the outcome of this particular incident.
It seems to us that it is completely 

unjustified to discriminate against women 
in this way, and we wish the women (and men) 
involved every success in their fight against 
harrassment and discrimination.

It would also seem that the many stories 
we hear of protection money being paid to 
certain members of the police force in Manch
ester bv club owners are at times not compl* 
etely without some element of truth in them. 
In time we will attempt to find out the truth 
behind the rumours.

Youths went Queer Bashing
It’s still happening. Punch ball ‘poofs’ - 

deflating prancing ‘queens’ with sheath 
knives. It’s only ‘one of them’ so what’s 
so bad about “conspiring together to cause 
grievous bodily harm to persons unknown”. 
And especially to 30 year old Patrick 
Dobson who was beaten about the head 
with a “lump of wood” whilst being stabbed.

Seven 14 to 16 year old youths, products 
of a world where childish illusions 'disappear 
quickly, were charged at Brighton juvenile 
court with murderously assaulting this latest 
victim.

Patrick was yet another casualty of the 
constant practice of ‘queer bashing’. This 
sort of action by silly little boys and their 
contemporaries is very hard to take and 
more so because there is very little that 
gays, let alone the judicial authorities, can 
do about it. Or so it seems.

Obviously, probation and borstals are not 
the answer. For the magistrates they are 
the punishments to be dealt out to the few 
who get caught. What then is the answer 
to this particularly distressing subject? And 
remember, all male homosexuals are vulner
able to being confronted by a troop of 
‘queer bashers’.

There is no immediate solution. But 
wouldn’t a possible beginning to finding one 
be a more thorough investigation into the 
reasons why such events take place? Isn’t 
part of the answer in the whole way homo
sexuality, amongst other things, is ‘treated* 
by the police, the courts, the medical prof
ession, the education system, to name just

a few of the institutions that make up our 
society. Doctors receive usually half an 
hour’s instruction on how to ‘deal’ with 
‘sexual deviants’; the police’s attitude towar 
ds gays is as misinformed as most heterosex
uals; ‘queers’ to the courts are just another 
nuisance like traffic offenders; and where, 
except in the most progressive schools, is 

subject of homosexuality discussed or 
examined?

Patrick, hopefully, will receover from 
his injuries and return to living with no 
serious mark on his personality. But we’ll 
probably never know. One can be certain 
though that this assault will not be the last. 
We will read about another such incident 
fairly soon in another paper, and maybe the 
victim won’t be so lucky, like Michael de 
Gruchy. Or maybe fate will be even more 
vicious as in the case of the gay on Wimble
don Common who fought back against the 
torments and threats of a police officer and 
another man, who along with their wives, ̂  
had a distorted idea of after-eleven-o’clock- 
closing-time-fun. But that time the tables 
were turned and the gay stupidly lost 
control, which ended with the manslaughter 
of the off-duty-out-of-uniform police officer.

We gays must fight back against the vio
lent pressures put upon us by society, of 
course without the weapons sometimes used 
against us, but with justified anger at 
society’s failure, up to now, to deal with 
and protect us from such atrocities as 
‘queer bashing’.

Denis L em on

Come Dancing Together
A town hall somewhere in West London.GLF,
and the gay world outside come together 
with two groups, disco, light-show and a bar, 
charging higher prices for drinks than most gay 
pubs. There are about 400 people and most o f 
them seem to be enjoying themselves, dancing 
drinking, chatting; but there are lonely isolated 
people, perhaps the ones who are not pretty or 
trendy, who sit in comers on their own.
GLF is supposed to be trying to break down 
this awful sexist custom where we only talk 
to people, dance with them, if we fancy them 
and want to go to bed with them. Then surely 
the whole point o f dances run by GLF should 
be to start relating to the many non-GLF 
people who attend them, the non-politically 
motivated who are content to remain in 
their gay pub/club ghettoes, the meat markets. 
How can we do this? We should have group 
dancing; GLF literature should be available 
where you buy your ticket. It isn’t!
Ironically, the attendance by GLF members 
at tnese dances is falling off. They are held 
more and more frequently and always have

the same formula - disco, lightshow and 
two heavy rock groups. Not everyone 
digs heavy rock music or dancing. Why not 
one group and a drag artist, or one group 
and a film?
At the last dance held at Kensington Town 
Hall about ten people started jeering and 
attempting to make one o f the groups 
leave the stage as its lead singer was gir- 
ating in a very sexual way. They shouted, 
“Sexist, Sexist, get off, get off,” and 
finally violently mounted the stage 
and tried to push the group off, ignoring 
the majority who either saw nothing wrong 
and wished the group to continue, or else 
wanted to talk about the situation, not 
scream and kick; this frightened the non- 
GLF people who should feel relaxed 
while beginning to experience the true 
GLF ideology and its love which still 
exists, though distantly.

David Seligman.



Gay Life in Scotland, 
or Och,Yerra Naffie Big 

Jessie, Jimmah!
Being freely translated: “Oh! You're 

a scream ing qu een , my dear. "
There are fundamental differences between Scotland and the rest of the U.K. which 

reflect back on the individual life-styles o f men and women living in Scotland. Some of 
these differences can be understood using the simple analysis that life outside London is 
barbarious for all “sub-cultures” and that it is self-evident that life in the “provinces” must 
be an eternally lonely and frustrating existence.

It’s not really as simple as that, however, 
and the above analysis makes the fundamen
tal error of assuming that life for homosex
uals in and around London must be always 
very pleasant with everyone else having to 
cope with a less pleasant existence. In fact 
activists living in a smaller community where

View from Trolling Ground.

any action at the local level is rewarded by
quick attention and positive response.
Whether that response is creative or destruc
tive will depend a lot on the calibre of the 
local gay activists. It is easier, too, for the 
local gay community to get a corporate feel
ing of togetherness - you can’t just drop out 
of sight very easily, and the pleasant spin-off 
from this is that people care a bit more 
about your personal happiness.

But, again, I just want to underline that 
the picture is complex, and that there are a 
thousand graduations between city sizes and 
community spirit. Before I bow to discip
line and keep to the subject in hand, I’d like 
to suggest that gay commentators in other 
regions could help provide an unrivalled ser
vice by writing about their own part of the 
U.K. especially if they’ve travelled around 
and put things into perspective: we readers 
of “Gay News” may wonder just what it is 
that makes life so different for a Geordie 
a Mancunian, a gay Derry Boy (surely Nor
thern Ireland must be the most socially and 
legally deprived area of Britain). There must 
be rich seams of unrecognised local slang, 
unrecorded local life-styles - what a PhD 
awaits the lucky researcher! Or the updater 
of Montgomery Hyde’s now sadly uncontem
porary survey of homosexuality in Britain!

OUTRAGES ON DECENCY: Any male 
person who, in public or in private, commits, 
or is a party to the commission of, or pro
cures or attempts to procure the commiss
ion by any male person of, any act of gross 
indecency with another male person, shall 
be liable to imprisonment for two years.
(S. 11 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
1885). Got it? Let me spell it out: two 
guys in private, perhaps also lovers, can’t 
fuck, suck, or toss (or anything else remotely 
sexual) without committing a criminal offence. 
Age is no protection. And that is the law 
under statute in Scotland. At common law 
we have the crime of SODOMY: Sodomy is 
the crime of unnatural connection between 
human males. Both parties, if consenting, 
are guilty. As with rape, proof o f penetrat
ion is an indispensible requirement. It's a 
messy, antediluvian situation, and neatly 
reflects the unenlightened, near perverted 
attitudes towards sex wmch has clouded the 
minds of our moral law writers. The state 
of the law is one major barrier towards a 
well-balanced, well-informed society.

Yet the state of the law in Scotland hasn’t 
prevented the flourishing of an outward- 
going gay community (at least in Edinburgh), 
nor has the law prevented the growth of a 
service group (the Scottish Minorities Group) 
dedicated to the promotion of the interests 
of the homosexual community. The police 
have very few statutory powers of arrest in 
Scotland (unlike England) and the power to 
arrest is based on the common law. The 
most prominent offences linked with homo

sexual behaviour aret
dedicated to the promotion of the interests 
of the homosexual community. The police 
have very few statutory powers of arrest in 
Scotland (unlike England) and the power to 
arrest is based on the common law. The 
most prominent offences linked with homo
sexual behaviour are the common law offen
ces of “shameless indecency” and “breach 
of the peace”, the latter of which is used 
quite widely in Scotland. The police are 
not involved in the prosecution. Public pros
ecution is conducted by the Burgh Prosecut
or (police courts) or the Procurator Fiscal or 
Advocate Deputy (Sheriff or High Courts).
The policy of successive Lord Advocates has 
been not to prosecute for “in private” activi
ty, and so homosexuals in Scotland enjoy, 
tor an practical legal purposes, the same free
doms as heterosexuals. Scots law of evidence 
affords an extra protection to the citizen. 
However, the laws remain unreformed - an 
insult to every right-thinking person. A 
friend of mine, extolling the “golden age” of 
the 18th Century and deploring the tawdry- 
ness o f contemporary 20th century life, 
conveniently forgot the fact that today we 
are confined by legal and moral restraints 
brought about in response to specific events 
in the 19th Century. We too easily forget 
that the “age of Consent” up to 1875 was 
12. In that year it was raised to 13, and then 
to 16 in 1885. The idea that two men in 
their teens taking part in homosexual actions 
cannot be “consenting” is laughable, yet 
the Sexual Offences Act 1967 says just that. 
Thank goodness this ugly piece of modern 
legislation does NOT apply to Scotland. It 
perpetuates the idea of “gross indecency” 
between men, a statutory offence invented 
in 1885, and in an emotional and malicious 
way confines young people to criminal pro
ceedings, when they may properly need care, 
advice or empathy. What we need in Britain 
are sound rational laws. So long as we tin
ker and “reform” present laws we gay 
people will perpetuate - socially and legally - 
the concept of second-class citizenship.

Scotland’s population is about 5lA 
million, just half the number of people who 
live within an hour’s train journey from 
London. The area is vast, but because of 
the wild and exciting land-forms, the people 
are unevenly distributed and confined in the 
main to the Forth-Clyde valleys and on or 
near the East Coast. There’s a very distinc
tive flavour to each city. Glasgow and Edin
burgh, a gentle hour’s drive apart, have unmis- 
takeable identities. Glasgow is a city of 
superlatives: best Victorian city in Europe, 
highest high rise, greatest programme of 
urban motorways, brilliant parklands...yet... 
and yet bad for gays. It’s a sort of combina
tion of heavy industrial working-class past 
combined with a near dearth of intimate and 
varied meeting-places. The Close Theatre is 
a stunning exclamation mark in the heart of 
old Gorbals. Edinburgh: “east-windy and 
west-endy” about sums it up - but if you’ve 
been to the August International Festival (or 
any other time) you will know that this 
lovely city is also a haven for Scotland’s gay 
community. SMG are operating a success
ful Saturday night coffee-food-and-dance 
club, and the Edinburgh Branch of the Group 
is now seriously engaged in the buying of 
central premises, inside which we can 
create our permanent home. Edinburgh’s 
size (less than Vi million) seems just right: 
big enough for variety, small enough for 
identity. Gay people relocating should give 
serious thought to settling in Edinburgh.

The best way to approach Dundee is at 
night driving northwards over the Tay Road 
Bridge (or take the evening train from Edin
burgh!). Unfortunately, visual impact does 
not match up to social enjoyment, for this 
is a very stolid town which partly derives 
from a large female work force to support 
the Jute industry. It is a “tight” city, not 
at all liberated. I have never been to Aber
deen, but my friends sing the beauties of its 
crisp-clean granite, and worry their hearts 
about the social disruption (and destruction) 
attendant upon the North Sea oil bonanza. 
Inverness I know is a cheerful and smaller 
version of Edinburgh in many ways. Some 
very sensitive restoration work coupled with 
the delightful modern development just sligh
tly spoiled by some loutish work in the late 
fifties and early 1960’s. Could be very plea
sant for gays once SMG Inverness begins to 
grow.

I’ll wind off now! Hopefully this highly

personal and patchy picture will give some 
idea of what Scotland is like as a place to 
stay.
References: (yes, there were some)
THE FRIEND April 28th 1972 (Marjorie 
Jones' article)
SCOTTISH INTERNATIONAL March 1972 
(author's article)
CIVIL LIBERTY The NCCL Guide (Penguin 
Books, London, 1972)

SCOTTISH MINORITIES GROUP.
MEETINGS;
EDINBURGH, from 7.45pm to 9.00pm in the

basement of 23 George Square. Check with Mike 
Coulson at 031-225 4395. Women's Group at 
7.30pm. Saturdays from 9.30pm to 12.30pm 
coffee/food/dance at the same address.
GLASGOW,meetings every Tuesday at 8.00pm 
at 8 Dunearn Street, Glasgow C4. Women's 
Group at 184Swinton Road, at 8.00pm.
Third Friday of every month at 214 Clyde 
Street (library of community house) invited 
speakers, from 8pm.
DUNDEE, every Friday at Dundee University 
Chaplaincy Social.Details from 041-771 7600.m
ABERDEEN, Weekly social meetings. Details 
from 041-771 7600.

No Bread but Good Vibes 
for Gay News

The National Federation of Homophile 
Organisations was born on 30th October 
1971. The insemination took place 15 
months previously at York University dur
ing July 1970. This slow gestation period 
reflects the changes in attitude and heart 
of its founder members (SMG, CHE, St. 
Catherines, womens’ groups) as much as 
the turtle’s pace which NFHO has tended 
to move since October, 1971. The Meeting 
in Catford on Saturday 10th June, 1972 - 
thanks to Tony Cross of INTEGROUP - 
was to formulate planning and financial 
policies for the year ahead. 20 people 
representing most of the structured homo
sexual organisations in the U.K. attended.

Sadly we began too formally. This 
imposed a deadness on the proceedings 
which proved hard to lift, though one or 
two tried. Quite a few of us were stran
gers and didn’t really know who was rep
resenting what. The rest, (the old guard), 
were glad of the rare chance to socialise 
and exchange gossip. We needed no intro
ductions having been active in structured 
homosexual society since its beginnings in 
the 1960’s. Wise old Cheshire cats we are, 
delighted and yet bewildered at the great 
growth and diversification in the gay world 
since GLF shattered the silence late in 
1970.

There was agreement on limited non-

controversial topics. Michael Butler’s sugg
estion of a residential weekend conference 
2-3 September at St. Catherine’s on the sub 
ject of “Befriending”, was enthusiastically 
received. We also decided, though less 
cheerfully, to seek NFHO offices (rented) 
in principle, which would also house a 
CHE office, Albany Trust, Albany Society 
Limited, and A’3. Group meetings would 
also take place there. “GAY NEWS” was 
also discussed at some length. The idea of 
the newspaper as an “official organ” of 
the National Federation was rejected, but 
a strong plea was made that individuals 
should write in to the paper because the 
quality of the paper depends on the 
strength of the articles it receives.

NFHO’s best function will be as an 
organisation for information collation and 
exchange. It will be best equipped to talk 
directly with the large Foundations and 
organisations such as the National Council 
of Social Service, Marriage Guidance Coun
cil, Home Office, D.E.S. However, over
shadowing everything is the nagging realisa
tion that NFHO is an extra financial comm
ittment for its member organisations. 
Anthony Grey urged everyone to think big 
in cash terms, otherwise the gay movement 
would never finance itself.

Ian Dunn

IT lose House 
of Lords appeal

No-one, no matter how many gowns and wigs they wear, degrees and titles they 
hold, has any moral right to dictate to anyone how they shall find their lovers. 
For the majority, it is quite rightly accepted that the law cannot tell you to 
remain in isolation. But the law has now finally decided that it can and it will 
impose both these restrictions on the gay people in this country the law in 
the shape o f the House o f Lords has decided that International Times was 
breaking the law in publishing small ads for gays. In other words, it might be 
legal for two consenting adults to go to bed together, but it's illegal to do 
anything in order to "prom ote" the occurence o f this.

The law does not realise that it is not a case o f "prom oting" bizarre sexual 
practices - it is in fact a case o f helping people who are kept in isolation by 
their social and legal situation to find one another and perhaps bring love into 
their lives. Homosexuality is, after all, about love, as is any other form o f 
sexuality. Heterosexuals are allowed to contact one another in any way 
they wish - small ads, computers, specially designed magazines in 
order to break any isolation they might find themselves in, but we are ex
pected to be martys to an antiquated mode o f thought and legal system 
which has so far given us one inadequate crumb o f comfort, with which we 
are supposed to creep back into our caves and ghettoes and be grateful.
Well we're not, and we won't be until the law reflects the facts that we 
are people the same as anyone else, that we are not carriers o f some con
tagious "perversion", that we love and live much like anyone else and have 
a perfect right to do so.

And as for the false distinction everyone is intent on drawing between love 
and sexual activity - what is wrong with sex for the sake o f it? It is a nor
mal healthy appetite like any other which needs feeding like any other.
Granted it's nicer (we think) with someone you love, but it's also fun 
with anyone who attracts you. Surely no-one still hangs on to the recrimination 
and guilt which has been woven about sex and has led so many people into 
either hypocrisy or frustration throughout their whole lives?

But there it is - the situation is clearly worsening for us; this present case 
is only another stage in the repression we suffer. Entrapment is increasing 
at a frightening rate - after arresting 120 guys in two cottages in the short 
space o f two months in Harrow, protests where made and the local 
council warned the police off. But did this deter them? They are now 
doing much the same things on the same sort o f scale in nearby Watford.
Such instances are not special or isolated, but typical.

Our small ads column is still there, and will continue to be. With a little 
care on your part and ours we can steer a course round the law, or perhaps 
through it. Love may laugh at locksmiths - it also laughs at laws.

Gay News Emercency Editorial.



LETTERSr*
Your Letters Gay Pride Week

Dear Gay News,
Absolutely delighted to hear about Gay 

News! Please find enclosed subscription 
for 10 issues and accept all my good wishes 
for the success of the paper.

1 haven’t much news to give you at 
the moment, none worth printing anyway 
as 1 am at present trying to get the group 
organised. Things are a bit quiet in this 
“respectable” seaside town and any leaflett
ing, campaigning, etc., has to be done by 
myself at the moment, if you’ll forgive the 
cliche it’s like trying to swim through porr
idge!! To give you an example of the soc
ial atmosphere you might be interested to 
know that when the local Odeon showed 
“Sunday Bloody Sunday” there were loud 
gasps when Murray Head went to bed with 
Peter Finch, about half a dozen people wal
ked out! Incredible, isn’t it’?

I intend to make enquiries at the library 
this weekend as to their stocks of books 
regarding homosexuality and whether I can 
put some leaflets and a CHE poster on their 
noticeboard - keep your fingers crossed!

Anyway, if 1 do have any interesting 
news you can be sure I will send it on for 
your consideration, in the meanwhile good 
luck to Gay News.

Love, Brian Hart.
Folkstone

Dear Gay News,
Sorry! I do not really feel like help

ing with Gay News. I do agree that “it is 
high time that we had reliable and enter
taining news and information for the four 
million or so homosexuals in this country”. 
But 1 do think that it is high time that such 
information, news, etc., was part o f the 
ordinary press.

Yours sincerely, Tim Beaumont
(Lord Beaumont of Whitley)

Dear Gay News,
Just to wish you luck with Gay News 

and share the tension for new ventures. So 
I enclose a Sappho magazine and wondered 
if we could have an exchange deal. What I 
mean is instead of subscribing to each other 
iust send our copies to each other.

Please let me know if you think this is an 
idea worth following.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Jacqueline Forster 
Editor

Dear Friends,
............. We wish you every

success with the Herculean task you have 
set yourselves.

Willy Snippe,
Foreign Committee of C.O.C.

Dear Mr. Seligman,
Thank you for your letter. But I can

not honestly say that I like the idea of Gay 
News. I am against making homosexuals into 
a group on their own. The whole point is 
that they are just human beings like anyone 
else, and to as it were publicise them can do 
them no good and can in certain circumstan
ces do them harm.

You must realise, as I am sure you do, 
that there is still a strong prejudice - and 
indeed always will be - against the homosex
ual, and to try and make something special 
out of them can only re-arouse the slowly 
dying hatreds which persist.

Do not please regard this as in any 
way a hostile letter. If I were hostile 
towards homosexuals I would not have intro
duced my bill. It is just that I am not in 
agreement with you over the tactics requ
ired to improve their sociological and spirit
ual position.

Sincerely,
Arran

We may not have much in Hemel Hempstead 
folks, but we've got a real live earl!

Earl of Arran of the Evening News

Trouble Shared
We’ll do what we can to help and advise 
if you share this trouble of yours with 
us in this regular column.

ALONE IN GLASGOW
It’s only recently that I’ve realised I’m as 

attracted to certain women as I am to men. 
This came as a big surprise to me and I’m 
sure it would be more of a horrible shock to 
my friends; which is exactly the trouble. I 
know no-one who feels the same as me and 
1 have very little access to meeting them.
In fact, I sometimes feel I’m the only les
bian in Glasgow! Glasgow seems to be a 
more repressed area than most. It’s a huge 
city but one which prefers to ignore part of 
its population and keep them in isolation 
and loneliness. I mean, where can you meet 
people? I see many women in the street to 
whom I’m attracted, and I’m sure they feel 
the same, but there’s this horrible stigma 
about being homosexual or bisexual or any
thing which deviates from the norm. It 
must be really bad as it took me 19 years to 
even admit it to myself. I believe there’s a 
great number of people, both male and fe
male who consider themselves totally hetero
sexual but in fact have a nagging doubt at 
the back of their minds about this. Men 
have been conditioned into worshipping 
females with big boobs and bums and women 
have just been conditioned into worshipping 
men in all pimply, hairy and un-deodorised 
forms! I just can’t understand why people 
should be outlawed because they are attrac
ted to a member of the same sex. I think it 
might have something to do with the way 
men are expected to be extremely manly 
and women to be feminine. The fact that 
we are all just people has been forgotten. 
What I’m trying to say is, I think of myself 
as a person first and then a woman second - 
and if I’m attracted to a girl it’s because of 
her personality and then her sex.

I think homosexuals will be more and 
more isolated as time goes on. You only 
have to look at the way “Straight” People 
act physically towards each other - there is 
no form of physical communication at all - 
only between members of the opposite sex. 
This has come about quite recently because 
20-30 years ago it was usual and normal to 
see women go walking down the street arm 
in arm without half the street turning round 
for a second look. People are being press
urised more and more into being hetero
sexual.

In mediaeval times it was usual and highly 
commendable for young boys to have knights 
as lovers. In fact it was considered a dis
grace if they didn’t!

How times have changed!
I think the only way to bridge this terri

ble gap of lonely people is for a magazine 
like Gay News, produced sincerely for homo
sexual people, to organise a system like box 
numbers (at the very least) to help people 
communicate more easily.

I personally hope this will take place in 
the very near future.

It is a *terrible gap9 - and we exist to help 
bridge it. Although we were, and still are, 
concerned about the whole business o f  run
ning box number ads, not least because 
they might technically be illegal, Gay News 
does have a small ads column (q.v.J and 
box numbers. For the sake o f  the future, 
though, gay people cannot go on hiding 
away from the stigma put upon us; we must 
become known, as people who happen to 
be gay. No fear ever goes away until it is 
faced, and nothing is won from this society 
without some measure o f  defiance. But 
the power o f  the oppression is strong, stron
ger in our minds, I believe, than in fact, but 
still with great power. And so in deference 
to her wishes we have not printed the name 
o f our lonely sister. Well pass on any let
ters we get to her and put her in touch with 
gay organisations in Scotland.

On a late June night in 1969, police attempted a routine search at the Stonewall, a gay bar in 
Christopher Street in New York's Greenwich Village. This time, however, they met with resis- 
tence. The patrons of the bar pushed them out into the street. Greenwich Village is the largest 
gay gettho in the world, and the police soon found themselves confronted by hundreds of 
angry homosexuals who streamed out of the surrounding apartments. What developed was a 
minor rebellion, complete with bricks and bottles: a spontaneous explosion of years of pent- 
up anger and frustration.
This was the beginning of the Gay Liberation Movement in America, A year later it was to 
appear and grow in London. Every year in New York a carnival is heid to celebrate the event 
and to demonstrate the movements feeling of Gay Pride. Last years celebrations were held 
throughout North America, and this year will also be celebrated in London and the major 
cities of Europe.
The London Gay Liberation Front is planning a week-long series of events as part of this years 
celebration of Gay Pride. Theme of the activities will be both an assertion of Gay Pride and 
and two concrete demands: repealing of all anti-gay laws and full civil rights for gay people. 
The weeks events are:

FRIDA Y JUNE 23rd: West London Gay Dance - Fulham Town Hall, 8pm - 12pm.
SATURDAY JUNE 24th: Various events, including mass leafleting of the gay areas.
SUNDAY JUNE 25th: Gay Days at both Battersea Park and Waterlow Park, Highgate. 

Meet at both parks at 12 noon.
MONDAY JUNE 26th: Disco at the Kings Arms, Bishopsgate, Liverpool Street, 8pm.
TUESDAY JUNE 27th: Street events around London: ring GLF number below for fur

ther information. Amongst other activities there will be GLF 
vigil outside the American Embassy in Grosvenor Square, May- 
fair, against the continuing war in Vietnam. 12am - 1pm.

WEDNESDAY JUNE 28th: West London Gay Disco at: White Lion Pub, Putney. 8pm.
THURSDAY JUNE 29th: The same events etc.(excepting US Embassy vigil) as Tuesday.

Extra events are expected to come from local GLF groups.
FRIDA Y JUNE 30th: GAY PRIDE DANCE: Fulham Town Hall, 8pm - 12pm. Featuring 

rock groups, light-shows, disco, bar, and much togetherness.
SATURDAY JULY 1st: GAY PRIDE C ARNIVAL, meet at Trafalgar Square 2pm. March 

from there at 3pm. to Hyde Park through the streets of London. 
From 4pm. at Hyde Park there will be music, food, fun and sur
prises. On Saturday evening there will be a Disco at the Northern 

Polytechnic, Holloway Road. 8pm - 12pm. Music, lights, beer and 
even more surprises.

SUNDAY JULY 2nd: Gay Day at Primrose Hill from 2pm.

There will be more events and celebrations as they come together, for further information 
about Gay Pride Week contact:

Gay Liberation Front, 5 Caledonian Road, London N .l. 
Telephone 01-837-7174.

Gay News is in no way involved in the organisation o f Gay Pride Week, but we fully support the 
ideas and motives behind this week o f proposed gay celebrations. We wish those concerned much 
success in this venture and hope that you, like us o f the Gay News Collective, will endeavour to 
attend and participate in as many o f these scheduled events as possible. Gay News, o f course, will 
be reporting and examining in depth the events o f this week.
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FILMS
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New York City police seized Fred Halsted’s SEX GARAGE, a gay porno film, at the 55th 

Street Playhouse on April 14th. It is called 'seizure', but if you saw it happening you'd 
probably call it by some other name.

What happened was this; NY city police 
served the management of the cinema with 
a subpoena made out in the name of Moon 
Enterprises, demanding that the film be 
shown to court officials to determine whe
ther it was of a distinctly abusive and debas
ing nature, and therefore illegal and outside 
the broadly legal spectrum of pornographic 
film shown in dozens of theatres in NY.
But Moon Enterprises is the former, not the 
current, tenant of the Playhouse, so the sub
poena was invalid.

The judge's reaction to all this was to 
throw up his hands and say, “Work it out 
with the District Attorney”. And that means 
de facto that the film can go on playing for 
months (or as long as the customers keep 
paying) before the jury ever gets hold of the 
case. In the meantime, the film is doing 
very well indeed at the box-office and in its 
first week grossed over $20,000 (over £8,000) 

In their more or less regular raids of porno- 
grinds, police have been leaving the explicitly 
gay theatres untouched. But a perceptive 
look at Halsted's Sex Garage, a sado
masochistic (S-M) film, and its co-feature 
L.A. Plays Itself which was not seized, ex
plains the change in policy. Both are films 
which begin with a gay S-M consciousness 
toward their subject matter.

Sex Garage and L.A. Plays Itself represent 
therefore a very radical threat to the hetero
sexual domination of Planet Earth. The 
Films, apart from their arousing pornographic 
intent, (and God knows they could stimul
ate a myopic mule, including the one sitting 
next to me in the theatre...‘Excuse me sir, 
that’s my leg’) constitute a liberating rallying- 
cry to homosexuals.
Is Halsted implying that one type of sex-act 
is preferable to another in some absolute 
scale of sexual values? But the Mercedes actu-* 
ally arrives at the garage, and from it steps 
another boy, a masochist. Roughly the stud 
fucks him, during which he entertains mast- 
urbatory fantasies of a motor-cycle, which in 
fact arrives on the scene moments later.

What is happening here is simple. Halsted 
has played with certain cinematic editing con
ventions, making unclear the function of the 
motor vehicles in the film. They can be rep
resenting either fantasies or actual vehicles 
by which people connect together in the far- 
flung parts of L.A. as they run from one 
orgasm to the next. All of this builds to the 
film ’s final shot of masses of cars bumper to 
bumper on the freeway. All are driven by 
actively-fantasising men and women, passing 
their days linking orgasm bumper to bumper 
with orgasm. ____________

It’s not that homosexuals are anything new 
in movies. John Schlesinger’s films have fre
quently portrayed male homosexuals from 
the point of view of straights, or, worse even, 
from the point of view of homosexuals who 
look self-denigratingly at themselves through 
some imaginary version of heterosexual ‘eyes’. 
This can lend the films the air of reporting 
(in true liberal fashion) on the cutting edge 
of changing sexual mores, while still holding 
up their characters as curiosities. Billy Wilder 
too has featured faggots in many of his 
films. Again, they’re seen from a straight 
point of view, but Wilder has had the decency 
to never hold his own characters up to ridi
cule. As a straight dealing with gays, he has 
consistently been compassionate or left well 
enough alone.

What Halsted has done is to make a radi
cal demand; homosexuals must recognise 
that their own view of themselves is the only 
one with which they can comfortably carry 
on their lives. They must get over that self- 
destructive impulse to accept the thought
controlling prejudices of the straight world. 
Further more, they must begin to show the 
straight world that a homosexual conscious
ness is in fact a part of their (the straights’) 
everday world too. It is present everywhere.
It is interpreting the billboards which sell 
commodities and line the streets of Los 
Angeles (Birmingham) and every other Amer
ican (British) city. It is giving new erotic 
meaning to casual gatherings in the city’s 
parks.

Sex Garage is like a homosexual La Ronde 
(the Ophuls film, remade by Vadim). In the 
butch environ of an automobile repair shop 
shop a girl seated in a Mazda gives a young 
stud a blowjob. Intercut with her sucking 
are shots of details oft 
are shots of details of the car. Can he be 
fantasising these while she works on him?
The stud then turns around and screws the 
chick. This scene is intercut with shots of a 
Mercedes Benz. Now clearly a Mercedes is 
more desirable as a commodity than a Mazda.

The seizure of Sex Garage is based on a 
rather primitive notion of the effect that 
film has on viewers: that the viewers can 
accurately penetrate the metaphors which 
enshroud the ‘real’, that they are powerless 
to resist the ‘message’ that is hidden there, 
that once having received the message their 
behaviour (bereft of other stimuli) is deter
mined by it and accords with its dictates.

The above article was written by Mitch 
Tuchman, and is taken from a recent issue 
o f  Cinema Rising. Many thanks to them 
both.

What follows is a section o f  a letter (rec
eived by a member o f  the Gay News 
collective) which reviews the films in a dif
ferent and possibly more personal context. 
Many thanks to Manus Sasonkin for his per
mission to print this part o f  his letter.

An Afternoon at the Cinema
‘In the afternoon, I attended, for the 

first time in my life - ever - a cinema which 
was showing a double bill of gay ‘porno
graphy*. The films, Sex Garage and L.A.
Plays Itself, were virtually interchangeable, 
except that Sex Garage had been photo
graphed (appallingly) in black and white, 
whereas L.A. Plays Itself had been photo
graphed (no less appallingly) in glorious col
our. There was no attempt made in either 
film to tell a story; neither was there any 
attempt made to create (let alone develop) 
any characters. Both films displayed extreme
ly pretty young men, copious amounts of 
masturbation, detailed accounts of fellatio, 
and the occasional anal penetration. My 
favourite episode (which was from Sex 
Garage) involved a comely young stud, stand
ing in a shower-bath, masturbating, whilst 
the sound track issued Jesu, Joy of Man's 
Desire in the piano transcription of the late 
Dame Myra Hess.

Elsewhere the bodies were all attractive.

and the activities which the bodies performed 
caused me to feel wistful and just slightly 
covetous; but the impersonality of all the 
encounters - the total lack of human (as opp
osed to physical) contact - depressed me, and 
caused me to feel nobly justified in having 
declined the attentions of a Piccadilly Cruiser 
on my recent visit to London. Seeing the 
films helped to convince me that, for me at 
least, sex without human involvement is 
futile, barren, unrewarding, and - in the last 
analysis - more frustrating than gratifying.’

It is unlikely that either o f  these films 
will be shown in the British Isles, however, 
as is obvious here, different people react

differently to 'gay' films. And it occurs to 
us, with further relaxation o f  censorship, it 
seems likely there will be more films with a 
more explicit *gay content’.

There have been in the last few years a 
number o f  films on general release portray
ing the homosexual stereo-types, and in the 
showing o f  Some Of My Best Friends Are... 
the first attempt to cash in on gay audiences 
in this country.

We of the collective have varying ideas as 
to the possible good that may come from 
these developments in the cinema, and would 
like to know how you feel about and react 
to this.

THE BIOGRAPH 
REVIEW

In these days of rush and constant turmoil 
there is a definite need for one to be able to 
sit back and relax. And where better than 
at the pictures. 1 find three hours in front of 
the silver screen with ones favourite stars 
feeding those fantasies all of us have. Now
adays though there are so many films around 
that it is quite easy to miss something one 
really wanted to see, and an excellant little 
cinema for catching up on things one has 
missed, and re-seeing old favourites is at the 
Biograph in Wilton Road in Victoria.

Mind you though dears, it sometimes 
attracts the strangest people. More often 
than not it attracts boozers, for what else 
is the answer to the fact that so many 
people have to continually rush off to 
the convenience to releive themselves 
of a full bladder of beer or gin. I’m par
tial to a drop of gin, but I like to think 
that I can keep it inside o f me long 
enough to have a little bit of a rest.

Another minor discomfort at the 
Biograph is that many people find after 
paying their admission that the film 
wasn’t really their cup of gin, sorry, 
tea after all; that makes many people 
restless, and seemingly so bored that they 
get what can only be described as a 
kind of ants in your pants o f the cinema, 
as people are continually changing their 
seats. Mind you they could just be seeing 
old friends, for many people arrive on 
their own but quite often leave with 
an aquaintence or relative or something 
like that. A friend did tell me though 
that some people find that the occass
ional faulty seat and lack of arm-rests 
make it very uncomfortable for some 
people.

Anyway back to the films. In what 
will be, I hope, a regular feature in this 
lovely paper, I will let you know what 
goodies are showing at that little haven 
just by Victoria Station.

Unfortunately the paper went to 
press too late for me to tell you o f an 
especially intriguing feature starring 
that super John Wayne. Oh! what a 
masculine name. The epic in question 
is The Commancheros . John Wayne 
is such a gorgeous man and actor.
Sad too is that you probably also 
missed a chance of seeing The Dam
ned . This is a very strange film, set in 
pre-war (2nd) decadent Germany. And 
dears, the most peculiar things happen 
in it. Men dressed up as women is just 
one of the dascinating delights that 
come dancing from the celluloid, at 
least the beer drinkers and relative 
finders were some how oddly quiet 
and stilled by this tomfoolery on the 
screen.

Commencing on Thursday 22nd 
June there is that darling Simone 
Signoret thrilling us all in The Con
fession. A drama, if ever there was one. 
Support feature is the prophetic 
You Can’t Win Them All with dolly 
Tony Curtis.

The Sunday show on 25th June is a 
sailor film. Sink The Bismark, where 
those brave, virtuous, strong and well 
built boys in navy blue battle those nas
ty Germans and their big boat. Second 
feature is a newy for me, I Deal In Danger, 
which is an apt title for a film showing 
at the Biograph on a Sunday. It gets so 
crowded you can hardly find a seat, lots 
o f laps but no seats.

I must say I find the air conditioning 
wanting at times, so do most other 
patrons, most have their coats off and over 
their knees as soon as they get into the 
cinema.

Monday 26th June’s attraction is Loot. 
Such a queer film, involving a questionable 
relationship. I’ve seen it many times.

The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes 
is showing on 29th June for three days.
It’s as well Sherlock did keep some o f the 
incidents that are depictedprivate. Very 
indiscreet film it is, shocking at times, but 
I like it.

The Inspector and Nine Hours to Rammer, 
sorry Rama, is the Sunday show on 2nd 
July; followed on Monday 3rd July by 
A Severed Head, kinky movie about every
one forgetting who their loved ones are, but 
they all seem quite happy, especially the two 
ladies.

A future attraction to make a note o f is 
The Amorous Virgin . It’s a first for me, 
missed it when it was at that nice cinema 
just off Picadilly,

Before I leave you this time. I’d just 
like to tell you o f one o f the extra material 
comforts to be found at the Biograph. They

keep the lights on quite bright so you can 
find anything you have dropped, and it does 
make it easier to find ones bits and pieces 
when leaving. Look after yourselve dears. 
Bye for now.

The Biograph, Wilton Road, Victoria, SW1. 
Thursday 22 June
The Confession A A with Yves Montand 
and Simone Signoret.
You Can’t Win them All A with Charles 
Bronson and Tony Curtis.
Sunday 25 June.
Sink the Bismark U with Kenneth More.
I Deal in Danger U with Robert Gourlay. 
Monday 26 June.
Loot X with Richard Attenborough and 
Lee Remick.
The Secret o f Santa Vittoria AA with Anthony Quinn and Anna Magnani.
Thursday 29 June.
The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes. A 
with Robert Stevens and Colin Blakeley. 
Ordered to Love X with Maria Perschy. 
Sunday 2 July.
The Inspector A with Stephen Boyd.
Nine Hours to Rama A with Robert 
Morley.
Monday 3 July.
A Severed Head X with Lee Remick and 
Richard Attenborough.
I Walk the Line AA with Gregory Peck and 
Tuesday Weld.
Thuesday 6 July.
McKenzie Break AA with Brian Keith.
Take a Girl like You X with Oliver Reed 
and Hayley Mills.
Sunday 9 July.
Charge o f the Black Lancers U with Mel 
Ferrer.
The Amorous Virgin X with Marisa Solinas.
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There seems to be no doubt that the 
two main reservoirs of venereal disease in 
this country at present are the promiscuous 
female and the promiscuous ‘passive* homo- 
~jxual male, neither of whom necessarily 
exhibits any symptom or sign of the dis
ease. At one time homosexual patients 
used to express surprise that they could 
have been infected with venereal disease 
by contacts with their own sex, but now 
nearly all of them rightly seem to realise 
that they are just as likely to contract it 
homo sexually as heterosexually.

It is difficult to be sure that there is now 
a higher incidence of venereal disease 
amongst homosexuals than there used to be, 
because before the 1939-45 war patients were 
much more reticent about admitting any 
form of sex contact; but during a year’s 
work in a VD clinic in those days I can only 
remember treating three or four patients 
who admitted having had homosexual conta
ct, whereas in the same clinic during the last 
ten or fifteen years I have been treating 
that number or more each week.

Before the war, even heterosexual males 
were shy about admitting their sexual acti
vities, and at first often blamed their 
trouble on accidental infection from a lava
tory seat or some such source, only giving 
the true history when they had gained the 
doctor’s confidence. Nowadays, hetero
sexual patients almost always admit to sex
ual intercourse at once, and similarly in 
recent years homosexuals have been more 
inclined to give an immediate true history 
to an understanding and sympathetic physi
cian; but even now some of them are, not 
unnaturally, cautious at first.

For all practical purposes there are three 
common venereal diseases in this country, 
and they affect both homosexuals and heter
osexuals alike. They are syphilis, gonorrhoea, 
and non-gonnococcal urethritis. Syphilis is 
caused by a minute parasitic organism called 
a spirochete, which enters through a very 
small abrasion in the ano-genital region and 
very rapidly, in a matter of hours, spreads 
throughout the whole body. This disease
can be passed to another person by the 
semen, the saliva, or by contact with a syp
hilitic sore. The first sign is a papule or 
raised red spot appearing at the site o f con
tact nine to ninety days afterwards and 
rapidly becoming a comparitively painless 
sore or ulcer. In the male homosexual this 
is usually on the penis or anus, and is often 
accompanied by an enlarged gland in the 
groin. This sore, which is called the ‘prim
ary sore’ or chancre, is usually obvious when 
on the penis, but if it is an anal sore it may 
be inside the anal passage, where it may not 
be noticed or is perhaps mistaken for a pile 
or fissure.

The Homosexual and 
Venereal Disease by a 

Consultant in VD at a large 
London clinic

After about two or three months the 
infected patient, if untreated, develops a 
generalised and usually non-irritating rash, 
more or less painless ulceration of the 
mouth and ano-genital region, and enlarged 
lymphatic glands.This ‘secondary’ stage lasts 
several months, the external signs eventu
ally clearing up without treatment; but the 
spirochetes continue to attack the body 
internally and after many years serious and 
irreversible damage to the arterial and ner
vous system will occur. Proper treatment 
with-Penicillin or similar drugs in the prim
ary and secondary stages will eliminate the 
disease entirely and prevent permanent 
damage.

The diagnosis of the disease is usually 
made by finding the spirochetes (i.e. causal 
germs) in the sore, or by a positive blood 
test which develops about six weeks after 
infection. The infected person is dangerous 
to others from the moment he is infected. 
Thus a promiscuous person may spread the 
infection to many others during the incuba
tion period before any signs of disease 
appear in him.

It was my experience since the war years 
that syphilis has been more common among 
homosexuals than heterosexuals, and now 
probably more than half the cases treated 
are found to have contracted the disease 
homosexually. There seems to be no clear 
reason for this. Promiscuity itself is not the 
only cause, because both groups of people

seem to be equal in this respect. A prom
iscuous passive homosexual would be well 
advised to have regular blood tests for syph
ilis every few months, in case of hidden 
infection.

Gonorrhoea is a disease of the mucous 
membrane lining the penile urethra (water 
pipe) or the rectum and is caused by a 
germ which usually infects the genital reg
ions only. In the homosexual, urethral 
gonorrhoea almost always follows contact 
of the penis with the ano-genital region of 
an infected male, and appears two or three 
days or even weeks afterwards in the form 
of a greenish-yellow discharge. If untreated, 
this discharge will persist for months and 
lead to such complications as painful swo
llen testicles and severe arthritis. If treated in 
the early stages it can be cured completely 
and will leave no after-effect. Gonorrhoea 
of the rectum in the male can follow any 
peno-anal contact (not necessarily penetra
tion), and may show itself by a discharge 
from the anus, irritation and soreness, but 
these symptoms may be so slight that it is 
not suspected until a subsequent sexual 
partner complains of having been infected. 
The rectal infection usually requires more 
treatment than the urethral, but responds 
equally well in the end(sic.).

Non-gonococcal urethritis may be des
cribed as a milder condition resembling 
gonorrhoea, but in which the causal germ is 
unknown. It responds more slowly to

treatment and tends to relapse. It is seldom 
as severe as gonorrhoea, but by its persist
ence it has great nuisance value.

It is very uncommon for any of these 
diseases to be contracted accidentally. They 
almost always follow sexual contact and 
usually, in the homosexual, contact between 
the penis and anus. Syphilis and gonorr
hoea occasionally follow oral contact, but 
men and women are seldom infected when 
mutual masturbation only has taken place.
Of course, persons infected with venereal 
disease, whether they have acquired it homo
sexually or heterosexually, are in danger of 
infecting their sexual partners of either sex.

A person suspecting any of these diseases 
should consult his doctor at once, and will 
probably be referred for examination and 
treatment to a VD clinic or to a private 
specialist. If he does not wish to consult 
his general practitioner, he can go directly^ 
to a clinic or private specialist without intr
oduction. Most venereologists nowadays are 
used to treating homosexuals, though some 
accept them less readily than others.

Patients of a VD clinic or private special
ist can be confident that their cases will be 
dealt with in the strictest secrecy, and that 
information about them will under no circ
umstances be divulged to the police or any
one else. It is a National Health Service 
Regulation that “any information with resp
ect to persons examined or treated for ven
ereal diseases in a hospital shall be treated 
as confidential”.

It is in the interest of all homosexuals 
and heterosexuals to seek medical advice at 
once if they suspect that they may be infec
ted, because venereal disease can be cured 
easily in the early stages, but little can be 
done about the much more serious later 
effects. A more tolerant attitude by the 
public to private homosexual acts between 
adults would be a great step towards the 
eradication of venereal disease from the 
whole community, since it would undoubt
edly encourage more carriers of the disease 
to come forward for treatment.

Gay News does not necessarily agree with 
the moral attitudes evident in the above, 
but the medical advice seems sound. In 
future issues we will be printing our react
ions to the treatments (medical and moral) 
that we received on visiting various VD clin 
ics around the British Isles. Also in the next 
issue we will have the reactions o f  another 
doctor to the article here. AND we would 
like to hear about your experiences whilst 
seeking treatment at a VD clinic - so write 
and tell us about it.



FEATURES
TheTwilight World of 

the Heterosexual
In this enlightened frank age we must all face the fact that like it or not, heterosexuals 

make up a sizeable portion of the population. Since by their very nature heterosexuals 
are furtive and deceptive, no-one can say for sure exactly how many there are but 
psychiatric estimates run from five to twenty per cent in England and America, slightly 
higher in Europe. We have no figures at all for the Orient, since inscrutability added to 
furtiveness makes it impossible to judge.

While many people naively think that 
heterosexuals are easily recognised, the 
reverse is very often the case, for in reality 
very few are the close-cropped snarling man 
or the simpering passive woman we see in 
the movies. Many lead outwardly normal 
lives and the gentle boy next door, and the 
tough competent girl down the street may 
have more than a passing interest in each 
other.

What then is heterosexuality? Simply put, 
it is the inability to love your own sex and 
the subsequent turning for sexual release to 
the opposite sex. Many hardened heterosex
uals will attempt to turn it round and insist 
that heterosexuality is the ability to love the 
opposite sex. But if this were true, it would 
have to be an ability that grew out of a com
plete homosexual fulfillment - for it stands 
to reason that you can’t love something 
different to yourself unless you can first love 
people the same as you. And most hetero
sexuals are incapable of a true homosexual 
relationship.

STRANGE RITUALS
The claim that heterosexuality involves 

love falls apart when we examine the nature 
of heterosexual activities. There are two 
forms of heterosexual union, the “affair” and 
the “marriage”. In both the sexual activities 
themselves are mechanical non-feeling, unrela
ted to the individual couple, and prescribed 
in advance according to the strange rituals of 
the heterosexual twilight world. The man 
has certain things he is supposed to do in a 
certain order, and the woman likewise. It 
is difficult for the healthy homosexual to 
grasp how alienating heterosexual “love” 
really is, but perhaps we can glimpse it when 
we examine that curious artifact, the sex 
manual. These are books, and the heterosex
ual world abounds with literally hundreds of 
them, that actually describe, step by step, the 
actions that heterosexuals are supposed to 
perform when they “make love”.

It is hard to say whether the “affair” or 
the “marriage” is more artificial and restrict
ive. In the first, the man and woman will 
meet, perhaps in the notorious “cocktail 
bars” with their cold hushed atmosphere, so 
different from the lively gay bars most o f us 
know. Then they will “chat”, a process 
which consists of talking inanely about any 
subject so long as they do not reveal any part 
o f their personalities. In fact, the entire 
“affair” consists of projecting a false image.

SPECIAL HOTELS
obtaining the prescribed release, and then 
breaking off relations. When the proper 
time has elapsed the man and woman will 
go off to a special hotel maintained especi
ally for heterosexual liaisons. There they 
will each do what their manual tells them 
and then say goodbye, priding themselves on 
that they have never betrayed any real emo
tion. Perhaps they will meet again and repeat 
the process, perhaps not.

The “marriage” is a much more bizarre 
form of practice and onewhich is far too 
complicated to describe here. Briefly con
sidered, it is an agreement between two 
heterosexuals to live together for the rest of 
their lives and never relate sexually to anyone 
but each other. Though we might think such 
a strange arrangement might at least produce 
some degree of honesty, the opposite is often 
the case as the heterosexual compulsion to 
project totally false images becomes more 
and more obsessive over the years.
HORMONAL IMBALANCE

What causes a woman or a man to stray 
so far from normal development? To date, 
medical authorities have not developed any 
comprehensive theory. While some doctors 
claim a hormonal imbalance, many psychia
trists consider it an over-identification with 
the mother or father or both. One interest
ing theory claims that insecurity makes the 
woman want her vagina engorged or the man 
want his penis sheathed. Perhaps some eng
aged in their first heterosexual acts as a form 
of rebellion and then, guilt-ridden, felt they 
were trapped in the heterosexual world 
forever.

One thing is certain. The problem will not 
go away by our pretending it does not exist. 
Nor will making heterosexuality a crime deter 
those men and women from seeking each 
other out and arranging their secret liaisons. 
We who are more fortunate must learn com
passion for those who cannot help themselves, 
who do not choose to be this way (though 
many will exhibit a reverse stubborn pride).
If we do not close our eyes, if in fact we 
devote more extensive research into the whole 
range of human sexuality then perhaps we 
can eventually release the diverse sexual ele
ments in all o f us and restore these unfortun
ate people to society.

Rachel Pollack

INK Page 14 February 25th, 1972 
By kind permission of INK newspaper

NoFreedom to Love
“THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH ALL LAW IS NOTHING MORE NOR LESS THAN A 
GIGANTIC CONFIDENCE TRICK. LAW IS NOT ENFORCEABLE AT ALL IF A 
SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF PEOPLE DISREGARD IT, AND THIS IS TRUE OF ALL 
LAWS.” Quinton Hogg

Laws which interfere with the individual’s sexuality and sexual expression will only 
continue to exist so long as we allow it - they will not be changed FOR us. Gay News 
intends to campaign for changes, since these matters are not, nor should they be, a realm 
in which legal controls belong. We welcome the stand taken by the Quakers in calling for 
the age of consent to be lowered to 14, but take the view that the law has no place in any
one’s sex life, and therefore the best sex laws are no sex laws at all: that would make us all 
equal, and leave no room for ihe suppression of any minority.

If you are a gay man, you cannot legally 
have sex before your 21st birthday, but if 
you’re a gay woman, or a heterosexual you 
can do so as soon as you are 16. The law is 
intended to prevent adolescent boys from 
being seduced by older men. They are appar
ently trusted not to succumb to a woman of 
any age against their own will, or if they do, 
it’s only a private misdemenour, not a crim
inal offence. It presumes that he couldn’t say 
no. But they can be prosecuted for seduc
ing one another. Confused yet?
...OBSCENITY LAWS EXIST TO REPRESS 
NORMAL SEXUAL DESIRES WHICH ARE 
SOMEHOW, IN LAW, EQUATED WITH 
DEPRAVITY. N.C.C.L. Guide to Civil 
Liberty____________________________________

The law reflects the traditional male atti
tude to gay men - on the surface, we are 
despised, within, we are feared. Because 
within themselves they see us - their own 
heavily controlled love and desire for their 
own sex - and they fear.

The 1967 Act does not apply in Scotland 
or Northern Ireland - the law remains as it 
was in both these areas.

Sexual Offences Act 1956: section 32:
“It is an offence for a man persistently to

solicit or importune in a public place for 
immoral purposes.”

When the act was passed, this section
AND REMEMBER.. “LAW IS NOT 

ENFORCEABLE AT ALL IF A SUFFIC
IENT NUMBER OF PEOPLE DISREGARD 
IT, AND THIS IS TRUE OF ALL LAWS.”
MEANT a man pimping for a woman. The 
law is almost never used in that sense, but 
to stop you picking up a guy you fancy 
whenever and wherever you may see him. It 
is never used to stop a man picking up a 
woman, even if he is offering her money for 
her services. She is in the wrong then.

Maximum penalties for some acts comm
itted by older men with minors were inc
reased by the 1967 Act.

Policemen can close down our pubs and 
clubs, and raid our parties more or less at 
will, if we are not behaving like heterosex
uals. Because they have a duty to “preserve 
the peace”. Or if the backhander from the 
owner isn’t enough.

Publication of advertisements for the 
encouraging of homosexual practises is at 
present an offence,depending on the outcome 
of the It appeal currently being heard by the 
House of Lords.

It doesn’t matter if you are all over 21 
and consenting; if there are more than two 
of you, it’s illegal.

In short, you can’t pick up anyone except 
in a pub or club or party, but the police can 
still raid these at will. You can’t take a man 
under 21 to bed, and if you’re under 21, you 
just can’t, that’s all. You can’t place lonely- 
heart ads.

BUT...Gay News WILL carry small ads 
for as long as you wish to use them. It must 
surely be an individuals human right to 
choose the way he or she wishes to make 
contact.

BUT...Gay News feels that far too little 
is being done to campaign for the age of 
consent to be lowered to the logical level,
16, giving us parity with everyone else. It 
should only be a matter of time before the 
whole question of a legally enforceable age

of consent foi anyone comes under review.
Since the Sexual Offences Act 1967 very 

little positive action has been taken to rem
ove this obsolete law from the statute books. 
We hear that S.M.G. is still squabbling about 
what particular age limit to campaign for; 
it’s still a nice discussion point in C.H.E. 
and as Warren Haig says in OZ 42, “If Gay 
Lib had a concern for all homosexuals it 
would actively campaign for this...but it 
doesn’t.” ____

IF YOU ARE PERSECUTED IN ANY 
WAY FOR BEING YOURSELF, WE ARE 
HERE TO TRY TO DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. TELL US AND LET’S TRY 
TOGETHER._______________________________

Gay News WILL campaign for this reduc
tion. But, more important still, we’d like to 
make our columns available to anyone invol
ved in campaigning against this particular 
black mark on the statute book.

- IT OF THE MONTH
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REVIEWS]

Germany Comes to Town
Dietrich by Blossom

Last night, or should I say early this morning, 
John struggled over to my bed with a quest
ioning whisper, “Bloss, are you asleep”.
“No.”
“Well, Gay News phoned and they want you 
to write a review on D ietrich”.
After about five minutes of moaning and 
groaning and self indulgent noises, 1 thought 
1 had communicated my distress, and the fact 
that I had only ever written a diary and letters 
- and the occassional attempt at a book and a 
play that everybody seems to go through, so 
1 shut up.
So that briefly explains what I’m‘doing here 
looking at a blank sheet o f paper thinking 
“Whatever I write will be a cliche.... every
thing it’s possible to write has been written.” 
Anyway here goes.
The curtains open to reveal an unprepossessing 
orchestra o f about twenty, they burst into 
a brief resume o f her hits - the arrangements 
by Burt Bacharach, the playing isn’t - just 
as the whole thing starts to become a drag 
it stops.
“Ladies and Gentlemen, Miss Marlene 
D ietrich”.
Pause, where is she?
Then on she, well try to imagine a kind o f 
gliding amble whilst clad in about half a 
hundredweight of white fox fur - try to 
imagine what Dietrich looks like covered in 
enormous splodges o f shaving cream - 
anyway she’s there and that’s all the aud
ience requires. She stands there accepting 
the applause, she’s been through this 
hundreds of times, it’s no surprise, but 
then neither is she.
Three songs later and the coat - or what
ever it was - comes off, and she’s there again, 
vaguely covered by a peachy chiffon thing

that glistens with rhinestones, again comes 
the applause and she stands there immacul
ately poised the legendry legs outlined by 
the thin silk. You know that every member 
of the audience has lifted their glasses in a 
half hopeful, half fearful scrutiny, and she 
knows it, andit doesn’tworry her a bit. 
Whatever the need is that demands of her 
that she remains unchanged she’s up to it. 
Song after song gets thrown at you inter
mingled with a brief biography, the only 
thing altered in the programme is the incl 
-usion of a couple o f songs, ‘Where have 
all the flowers gone’ and ‘White Grass' 
and it’s these that bring the Dietrich to 
me that 1 personally feel is the one that is 
most neglected.
We all know about the legend that refuses 
to die, the Von Sternber films, the troop 
entertainment during the last war, the 
cabaret appearences, but I really feel that 
underneath all the glitter, there is great 
humanity and intelligence. I’d like to see 
her make another film, it’s ten years 
since ‘Judgement at Nuremburg' and 
she's beendoing the present act for at 
least six . Forget the fact o f her age and 
the whole sex symbol bit and try to suss her 
out. At the end of the show she collected 
her obligatory flowers and the dozen or 
so curtain calls, the legend was intact and 
the audience was satisfied, but there’s still 
more, I don’t know what or when but I’m 
pretty confident, but then I’m infatuated 
with her.
There's a really good L.P. o f  her live the last 
time she was here. It's called ‘Dietrich in London’ 
and it's on Marble Arch Records.

Lots o f love and cuddles, BLOSSOM.

The Legend Continues
For the past two weeks at the aptly titled 

Queens Theatre a 70 year old woman has 
been holding packed audiences spellbound 
nightly, and on 4 occasions twice nightly. 
The orchestra plays a medley of the tunes 
associated with her and finally she appears 
from the wings, immaculately.gowned with 
a huge chinchilla coat almost carelessly 
draped around her. Her opening song ‘Look 
me over closely* is an invitation that every
one in the audience takes up. We all looked 
closely, some through their opera glasses

and those of us with the cash to sit in the 
front stalls could see with our own eyes that 
all was well, that the face looked exactly the 
same and the legend was still intact.

Marlene then spoke of her early days in 
films, how she auditioned with an American 
song, won the role of Lola and ended up in 
Hollywood. In this segment she gave us 
Porter’s ‘You’re the Cream in my C offee’, 
‘My Blue Heaven’, the rollicking ‘Boys in 
the Backroom’ and her song from ‘Stage 
Fright* ‘The Laziest Gal in Town*. Strutting

arrogantly to the wings she discarded her 
coat and returned to give us one of her best 
performed songs that evening ‘When The 
World Was Young*. I have seen this song 
performed many times but never so moving
ly, and perhaps this is part of the secret that 
she knows how to think and feel a song so 
well.

Her selection continued with ‘Go Away 
From My Window*, her touching version of 
i  Wish You Love’, the sombre ‘War Is Over’, 
a quite terrible ‘Boomerang Baby’ which 
bored me last time she sang it in London.
‘La Vie En Rose*, and ‘Sentimental Journey.’ 
By this time the audience was so involved 
that when she announced the song from 
‘The Blue Angel’ people were calling out 
various titles until she corrected them, ann
ouncing the rousing ‘Lola*.

‘Don’t Ask Me Why’, ‘Marie*, ‘Lilli Mar
lene’ and Seeger’s ‘Where Have All The Flow
ers Gone’ are all songs she used last time in 
London but somehow nobody seemed to 
mind. We were all happy being in the pres
ence of this glamorous star personality. Her 
version of ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ continues to 
confuse me and if anybody knows the sig

nificance of her repeat of the word ‘Rose’ 
perhaps they’d enlighten me.

When she winds up her 75 minute show 
- with the inevitable ‘Falling In Love Again’ 

the audience rose to their feet in apprecia
tion. Many people have wondered in the 
past exactly what it is about Marlene that 
attracts a predominantly gay audience of 
both sexes. Certainly on the night I atten
ded there were many young men dashing up 
to the footlights to throw little posies at her 
feet and to clutch her hand. The more 
exhibitionistic of them held her hand for a 
longer while, some kissing it gallantly. One 
wonders about this hold she has on both 
young and old alike. Unlike Garland whose 
sheer emotional approach to songs was an 
obvious draw to the gay crowd, Marlene by 
comparison just stands there almost mock
ingly saying “take me or leave me - that’s 
how I am”... Finally you have to satisfy 
yourself that her attraction is made up of 
many things, glamour, a certain sense of 
high camp, but above all supreme artistry.

Barry Conley

Judy Garland’s 
daughter makes Good

Currently at the Prince Charles Cinema 
they are showing the movie version o f the 
stage musical CABARET, which was based 
on the Christopher Isherwood novel ‘Good
bye to Berlin’ which in turn was the basis 
of the stage play ‘I Am A Camera’ - are 
you still with me?

The cinema has thought up a very novel 
idea to put you in the mood for the film to 
follow. As you approach, loud speakers are 
blaring out what seats are available for which 
performance, and the doormen unpolitely 
shepherd the crowds into various queues.
The whole thing reminds one of the days of 
the German prison camps in fact.

Inside the same procedure continues. The 
usherette on duty at the doors of the bar 
yells at you to “keep the doors clear” and 
inside the cinema the other usherettes are 
equally rude as they wave their torches in the 
direction of your seat.

The inevitable adverts and trailers begin 
and as usual an interval follows so that more 
refreshments can be sold. One feels these 
days that by the time the adverts, refresh
ment breaks and so on have taken place you 
have almost forgotten what your original 
intentions were' in going to the cinema. I 
noticed the usherette selling goodies had 
some sort of symbol on her uniform which 
vaguely resembled the Star of David - seem
ingly even today the Jews are getting a bad 
break from the Germans.

The film finally begins and instead of a

bright arrangement of the title tune there is 
only SILENCE. The names appear and 
there is a slight murmur of voices in the 
background. The screen changes from black 
shades to muddled colours, distorted faces 
fill the screen as the credits end and sudden
ly the grotesque heavily made-up face of 
Joel Gray as the MC appears full face, and 
the film begins.

We are back in the Germany of the 
1930*s and both the songs, sets and fashions 
are perfect in context. In her earlier scenes 
Liza Minelli struck me as a young girl play
ing at being a grown-up. A short while latei 
I remembered that that is exactly what the 
role of Sally Bowles is all about. Already 
the talk in Hollywood is that she is a strong 
contender for next year’s Oscar and on this 
showing unless some miraculous female per
formance comes along within the coming! 
months, I should think she will remain a hot 
favourite to win this coveted award.

Joel Gray, who won the biggest critical 
reception for his role in the New York stage 
production, impresses greatly on screen and 
it’s a shame that in praising Minelli so many 
critics seem to have overlooked his superb 
work in the film. Finally Bob Foss has 
overcome his fondness for the ‘freeze frame’ 
approach which marred his first directing 
stint ‘Sweet Charity’ and has come up with a 
first class movie.

Barry Conley

Aznavour Laments
Dusty Springfield’s new single is an arrange
ment of a Charles Aznavour song, Yesterday 
When I Was Young. Dusty has always been 
a fine pop singer, and this song >s perfect 
material for her. With a large string section 
busily and hurriedly soaring in accompliment 
Dusty soulfully steers her way through the 
song. It at times reminds me o f those heavy 
romantic sadies that were always in the 
singles charts a few years ago. Many of 
Dusty’s singles are classics o f that period, along 
with Dionne Warwick’s first single hits and 
even Cilia Black’s successes on a few occasions.

Dusty’s interpretation o f this weepy 
retains much of the feel o f that period but 
along with greater technical know-how 
arrngers and the more mature soulfullness 
of her voice the song is very much a part 
of the small group o f people who produce 
good, popular soft-rack. It might even

encourage me to watch dreary Top of the 
Pops if I know Dusty is going to sing her 
new record.

Denis Lemon.

Hamburger’s Jesus
Mr.Hamburger and Mr.Daijean have provided 
Cliff with this bouncy ditty about Jesus, and 
all His wonders. Cliff warbles tunefully along, 
hardly missing a note, happily acclaiming the 
virtues and mercies o f the Son of God. It’s 
bound to sell to all those festival-of-lighters, 
and I’m sure Peter Hill has a copy, and Prince 
Charles. I can’t imagine it going down very 
well though in the Rockingham Club in 
Manchester or the Catacombs in London’s 
often exposed Earl’s Court. But to each his or 
her own. One doesn’t have to buy it, and 
Tony Blackburn never plays it.

Denis Lemon.



Love Knoweth no Laws *
Owing to certain pressures put upon us by the | 
law, we hold the right to cut, change or refuse 
to print any personal ads sent to us. We must 
also warn male 'minors' (under 21) that you 
may have unpleasant legal nasties unloaded on 
you , and us, if you attempt to use and reply 
for certain reasons connected with the meeting 
o f someone for immoral purposes, namely 
making love. Apart from those antiquated 
legalities, men and women arewelcome to use 
these columns as they wish.
*  Chaucer.

Situations Vacant
Refined young women/men living central/ 
N.W. London for domestic work in private 
houses. No evenings or weekends.
Phone 01-624 9774.

Personal Ads
Suck Baby, blow is only an expression. 
Sporran fondler seeks similar. Box 2.

Gay, Male and 26. Slim, slightly hairy 
and I dig people who also think sexuality 
is beautiful and one of the clearest highs 
there is. Lets make contact and get high
er. Box 4.
Young Cuckoo seeks nest, bring own 
feathers. Box 1.
Somewhere in the great gay unknown is 
another brother or sister who likes holding 
hands in horror movies. Pm 26, London 
based, and would like to meet anyone 
with similar tastes in the cinema. Box 6. 
Nice Boy,wants another nice boy to go 
to bed with, and do everything else with. 
Box 3.
Working Class Hero seeks gay revolution. 
Butch and dogmatic. Box 5.

Pm waiting for you at Gay News office. 
David, 21. Box 7.
Julien Denys Grinsspoon gets randy too. 
Anybody into last resorts can contact me 
at Gay News, 01-402 7805.

WARNING TO POSSIBLE REPLIERS 
TO THE ABOVE PERSONAL ADS,
THERE IS A RUMOUR GOING AROUND  
THAT ALL THIS ISSUES ADS WERE 
PUT IN BY THE GAY NEWS COLLECTIVE' 
THEY APPARANTLY WANTED TO 
SHOW YOU THA T ADS CAN BE FUN 
AS WELL AS INTERESTING'. OF 
COURSE ALL LETTERS W ILL BE 
ANSWERED AND WHO KNOWS..........

Wanted. Press cuttings from all national 
and local newspapers concerning Gay 
People. Gay News, 19 London Street, 
London W2. Tel: 01-402 7805.

WANTED! London W.2., private or 
commercial photographic processing 
with fast service for Gay News photographs. 
Any help or ideas 01-402 7805.
Wanted. Cheap and reliable, private or 
commercial typesetting facilities for 
Gay News, in London W.2. area. Range 
left only. Phone 01-402 7805

WANTED. GAY NEWS, information 
and articles. Tel: 01-402 7805.

Wanted Money. Apply to Gay News.
01-402 7805.

WANTED. STREET-SELLERS to 
sell, you guessed it, GAY NEWS.
You make 3p a copy. We can't sell 
them all ourselves. Contact Gay 
News, 19 London Street, London W.2.
Tel: 01-402 7805._______________________

HOMOSEXUALS COME OUT!!!!!!!!
G A Y  DAYS are here again.
Waterlow Park June 25.
Battersea Park June 25.
Primrose Hill July 2.
Finsbury Park July 9.
All Gay Sisters and Brothers Welcome 
Bring Tea, Balloons, and Love.
Camden Gay Liberation Front.
For further details phone 01-837 7174.

AMSTERDAM is the gayest of cities and we 
have the finest gay male magazines and 8 mm 
movies available there. Write to us with a 5p 
stamp on the outside of your envelope and a 
20p postal order inside it and we'll send you 
our fully illustrated catalogue with a coupon 
for a free magazine. Lux Publications, PO 
Box 10269, Amsterdam, Holland.

Intellectual Thug has vacancy. Box 8. 

Over-Sexed Blonde 16yr olds read G.I.N.

Classified Ads
JEAN FREDERICKS PRESENTS:
A Grand Drag Ball with the theme 
Pygmalion - Porchester Hall,

Saturday July 1st. 7-30 pm to 11.45 pm.
and

A t the HILTON HOTEL Park Lane,
Miss U.K. Drag,Dinner/Dance. 8.30 pm 
to 3.00 am. Saturday September 30th. 
£6.60. Tickets from J.Watson, 55 
Blomfontein Road, London W.12.

V IR G IN  RECORDS at 130 Notting Hill 
Gate, W 1 1 ,24 Oxford Street,W1, 62nd 
Precinct ,High Street Kensington (opp. 
Barkers) and 90 Bold Street, Liverpool; 
as well as selling you records at reason
able prices, also will be regularly selling 
GAY NEWS.
EDINBURGH GLF'S MIDSUMMERS  
DANCE, on Friday June 30th at the 
Cobweb, 23 George Street, Edinburgh 
8, Scotland, from 8.30pm to 12.30am.
LITTLE RED SCHOOL BOOK -
still possible from BOOKS, 84 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2. Send 
35p. Also a large booklist obtainable 
for lOp.
THE UNICORN BOOKSHOP,
50 Gloucester Road, Brighton BN1 4AQ. 
For many literary delights, and regular 

stockistsof Gay News. Send for lists 
(enclosing SAE) or pay them a visit.
BOOKS BY W ILHELM REICH.
THE MASS PSYCHOLOGY OF FASCISM' 
Paper-El .50,Hardback-£3.50.
"a beautiful book....required reading for 
allof us." George Jackson.
LISTEN, LITTLE MAN!
Paper-75p, Hardback-£1.75.
What the Little Man in the street does to 
himself, how he esteems his enemies and 
murders his friends.
THE INVASION OF COMPULSORY SEX- 
M O R A LITY '
Paper-El.00, Hardback £2.75 
How societies suppress sexdrive.
WHAT IS CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS? 
Paper-30p
THE SEXUAL R EVOLUTION'
Paper 90p, Hardback-£2.10.
THE FUNCTION OF THE ORGASM.
Paper 50p.
REICH SPEAKS TO FREUD.
Paper-El .00,Hardback-£2.75 
All obtainable by post from:
BOOKS, 84 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2. 
Phone 42483. Add 10% to cover post 
and packing. Ask for our booklist.

ANTI-HEROES.
A set of cards produced by Marrow and 
Ginger of Nottingham. Pictures and Words. 
Ned Ludd, Robin Hood, and scenes of the 
Burning of Nottingham Castle, Sherwood 
Forest, General Booth, Feargus O'Connor, 
Byron and His Lady, 25p per set plus 3p 
postage or individually at 5p each plus 
3p postage. From BOOKS, 84 Wood- 
house Lane, Leeds 2.

TAROT cards come in different editions 
and at different prices. There are many 
cheap imitations, often incomplete. The 
Marseilles edition by Waddingtons is £2.65 
which includes two decks of cards and a 
49 page instruction manual. The Rider 
set by A.E.Waite is £2.25, now available 
for the first time since 1940. We also 
have at 30p, S.l.MacGregor Mathers 
book on the Tarot. A.E.Waites, Key 
to the Tarot is 60p. There is also his 
pictorial Key of the Tarot illustrating 
all cards at £1.95.We can supply by 
post. Money refunded if not satisfied.
Order from: BOOKS, 84 Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds 2.

AGITPROP BOOKSHOP.
A Gay Manifesto 5p.
Gay Manifesto (GLF London) lOp.
The Sexual Struggle of Youth 37Y2p.
Oscar Wilde 60p.
Come Together 5p.
and many more books, pamphlets, papers 
and posters at the shop or by post from 
248 (GN) Bethnal Green Road, London E2.
You can regularly by Gay News at 
Bookends, 23a Chepstow Mansions, 
Chepstow Place, London W2.

Time Out's 
Book of London 

Out Now

Flats Wanted
UP TO £8 - HELP!! We are being evicted. Two 
black girls want somewhere in or near Notting 
Hill. Gail, 01-452 3200

Flats, Rooms to Let
ROOM TO LET £17 per month from mid 
July. Mr.Yarrow, 75 Elmstead Road, Seven 
Kings. 01-472 4927 AM.9 -9.30.PM.4 -5.

SINGLE OR DOUBLE ROOMS from £3.30. 
Nice smart people mainly with professional 
jobs; sauna available; present age range 18- 
30.Eric 01-660 4940 (Croydon area).

PERSON TO SHARE my self contained 
West Kensington 3 rooms, kitchen etc.
Rent 8gns per week or £36 per month 
♦share food bills etc. Paul Bunting,
01-889 2255, 837 7833 ex.56, or 
603 3975.
TWO PEOPLE to share room £4,50 each.Use 
of rest of flat. 70 Inderwick Road, Hornsey, 
N.8. 01-340 7073.Speak only to Rod Birken, 
after 6pm.
TO LET own room in quiet self contained W.2. 
flat for young man aged 25 to 30. All facilities 
nearby; use of kitchen, bathroom, dining room. 
£10 per week including breakfast.
A.C.Beknik, 01-229 5593.
WE NEED ONE PERSON to share a house 
in East Finchley; 3 bedrooms,rec.,din.,kitchen 
study, 2 W'C'.bathroom,garden,greenhouse, 
(GNOMES IN THE GARDEN?)Rent £4.10

per week. We are not just interested in rent
ing rooms but in sharing a house. 01-349 1838. 
TWO SINGLE ROOMS in furnished flat.
Use of bathroom, kitchen etc. Large flat off 
Tottenham Court Rd. One room £9, the 
other for £12. Ring Peter Barratt,
01-580 4846 after 7 pm.

Classified Ad Rates
COMMERCIAL ADS. 5p a word. Nd Box 
Number service available.
NON COMMERCIAL ADS. 2p a word. Box 
Numbers 30p.
PERSONAL ADS. Ip  a word. Box Numbers 
20p. (Owing to lack of space, we ask users of 
the Personal Ads to try and not use more than 
30 words.)

SEMI-DISPLAY (Boxed Classified)
£1.50 extra.
All information listings are free.

Advertising Rates
One Page £ 5 0 .1 6 "  x 1034".
% Page £27. Horizontal 7 5 /8"  x 1034" 
or Vertical 15 1 /8" x 5 5 /16".
% Page £14. Vertical 7 5 /8"  x 5 5 /16"  
or Vertical Single Column 15 1/8"x 2 9 /16". 
1/8 Page £8. Horizontal 5 5 /16" x 3 13/16". 
1/16 Page £ 5 .3  13/16" x 2 9 /16".

10% reduction one repeat. 12%% two repeats, 
15% three or more repeats.

Personal and Classified Ads Form
Please insert in the next issue

1

Please find enclosed a cheque/postal order made payable to Gay News Ltd. for the sum of 

£ ...................................................  for an Ad of . ................... words.

Send to Gay News, 19 London Street, London W.2. J



INFORMATION ]
Information

This comer is really a long list - o f places, 
people you might like to know about or 
one day need. V\/e can only, o f course, 
publish the information that comes to us. 

*There's a limit to what we can find out 
for ourselves, and too many pubs, dubs, 
movement officesand so on for us to 
visit. So - if there's something we should 
know about, then you should ALL know 
about it. If your favourite pub or local 
gay group isn't mentioned, write and 
tell us where it is and so forth . You 
can see from the listings themselves the 
sort o f  thing we think is o f  use and in
terest. These aren't ads - we print all 
information free. The page is all yburs!

CAMPAIGN FOR HOMOSEXUAL 
EQUALITY.

At present there are CHE groups in operation 
in the following areas;
Birmingham.
Blackburn/Burnley.
Brighton.
Bristol.
Cambridge.
Chesham/A mersham. 
Croydon.
Canterbury.
Guildford.
Hal if ax/ H udder sf ield. 
Ilford.
Leeds.
Lewisham.
Liverpool.
London: Central-
Kensington,
Highbury/lsligton,
Ealing/Acton,
and Kil6urn.
Manchester.
Newport/Cardiff.
Northampton.
Norwich.
Nottingham.
Oxford.
Sheffield.
Basildon.

Watford.
/St.Albans. 
Southampton/ 
Bournemouth. 
Swansea/Car mart hen. 
Teeside.
Windsor/Reading.
Wirral.
Wolverhampton.
Shropshire.
Tunbridge Wells. 
Tyneside.
Stoke on Trent. 
PROPOSED GROUPS'. 
Devon.
Bath.
Cornwall.
Taunton.
Leicester.
York.
Brdford.
STUDENT GROUPS! 
Liverpool.
Manchester.
London.
Oxford.
Reading.

Many local group organisers are wary of having their 
names and addresses publicised so for the time 
being please contact all CHE groups via the national 
office:
28 KENNEDY STREET, MANCHESTER 2. 
Telephone 061-228 1985.

Bradford.

NATIONAL GAY LIBERATION 
FRONT GROUPS.

Aberyswth GLF, c/o Polly Bluck, Room 80, 
Alexandra Hall, Victoria Terrace, Aberyswth.
Bath Gay Awareness Group,c/o Bob and Teresa, 
Monks Retreat, Monkton Combe, Bath^omerset 
Tel: Limpley Stoke 2568.
Bedfordshire GLF, (Bedford/Luton/Dunstable). 
Contact Nik Fergoson, 'Northridge',The 
Avenue, Ampthill, Beds. If in Bedford area.
Pete Griffin, 27 Ashtree Road, Tythe Farm,. 
Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Beds if in Luton 
or Dunstable.

Birmingham GLF, 18 Moor Street, Ringway, 
Birmingham. Tel.021-643 0996. Meets Thurs
days 7.30pm at Peace Centre at the above 
address.
Brighton GLF,Flat 4, Transmore', London 
Road, Brighton. Tel:0273-509393.
Belfast

Belfast GLF, c/o M.A.Oulton, 10 Lower 
Crescent, University Road, Belfast.
Bradford GLF, c/o Robert Harker, Bradford 
Regional College of Art, Gt.Horton Road, 
Bradford 7. Tel: 32-777

Snippets
From the Observer....“Writing biograph
ies o f Edward Heath is becoming a cottage 
industry.”
And from somewhere a little nearer home
....“Course, Teddy’s never had any trouble,
’cept once, when he went with someone who 
wasn’t in the services.”
We also hear that Gay Liberation Front’s 
newspaper, ‘Come Together’, is now being 
referred to in certain rather structured gay 
circles as “Fall Apart.”
And while we’re in that comer o f the world, 
may we express our condolences to the 
exalted gentleman who slipped his disc in a 
counselling session.
Finally, a sobering thought for all gay news- 
hounds everywhere.
“Over and above everything else Jeremy was 
in love with himself: but he didn’t get on 
together.”
Or, as we were told the other night in the
caff up the road.......
“Toilet? It’s downstair, it’s the ladies. We 
share everything here. _

Bye for now.

Canterbury Gay Lib Society, Patrick Forrest, 
Rutherford College, University of Keht,
Canterbury, Kent.
Chelmsford GLF, Contact Brian Barker, 55 
St.Pater's Avenue, Maldon, Essex.
Tel; 0621 - 4274.
Cheltenham GLF, c/o Jim, North Glouc
estershire Technical College Students Union,
The Park, Cheltenham or Joe (Sister), 15 
Rodney Road, Cheltenham.

Essex University GLF, Contacts, Roger Shaw,
Flat 1, Eddington Tower, University of Essex, 
Colchester, Telephone Colchester 5141 or 
Stephen Edwards, 93 Plumberoo Avenue,
Hookly, Essex.
Meets every second Tuesday at the University.
Derby GLF, Contact Lawrence Brady. 63 
Lexington Road, Chaddesden, Derby. Tel: 
0332-674194 after 6.00pm.

Edinburgh GLF, Contact Tony Hughes,
55 South Clark Street, Edinburgh 8.
Tel: 031-667 3534. Meets Sundays 3.00pm.

Durham GLF, Contact, Chris Barratt, I 
Beech Crest, Durham City, County Durham .

Higham Ferrers GLF, Contact, Phil Taylor,
21 Kings Avenue, Higham Ferrers, Northants.

Hull GLF, Contact, Keith Hose, Sexual Liber
ation Society, Hull University Union.
Lancaster GLF, 35 West Road, Lancaster.
Telephone Sue 0524-65201 Ex 4422.
Keele Gay Lib Society, Contact, Gay Lib Society, 
Students Union. Keele University, Staffordshire.
Leeds GLF, Liberation Office, 153 Wood- 
House Lane, Leeds 2. Tel: 0532-39071 Ex 57.
Meets every Friday^.30pm at O.S.A. Lounge, 
University Union, fling Phil 0532-782270 for 
details.
L.S.E. GLF meets every Thursday er Friday at 
5.00pm in Room 5067. Contact : Student's 
Union.
Leicester GLF, Contact John Paye, 126 Nansen 
Road, Leicester.
Manchester GLF, Contacts, Shelia Cohen,
43 Brantingham Road, Manchester 16.
Tel; 061-226 3849. Or, Steve Lath, 32 At
wood Road, Didsbury, Manchester. Tel:061- 
445 5318.
Newcastle Upon Tyne GLF, Contact: Eric Wears, 
302 Condercum Road, Benwell Grove, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne 4.
Meets every Wednesday at the Liberal Hall, West- 
gate Road, Newcastle.
Norwich GLF, Contact :Jenni Grace, Leister Nurses 
Home, Norfolk & Norwich Hospital, Norwich. 
Te!:0603-28377 Ex 232*venings only. Ask for 
Norfolk and Norwich Ex 232. Additional number 
0603-873596 (Tony).
Weekly Meetings at Red Lion, Bishopsgate, Norwich 
on Wednesdays at 7.30pm.
Oxford GLF, Contact Amit Pandys, 2 Marlborough 
Road, Oxford.
Reading GLF, Contact: Martin Kaufman, Sibley 
Hall, Redhatch Drive, Reading, Berks.
Sheffield GLE, Contact: Ian Everton, 82 Harcourt 
Road,Sheffield.10.
Southend GLF, Contact: Stephen Edwards,
93 PI umber ow Avenue, Hockley, Essex. Tel: 
03704-5635.
Swansea GLF, Pigeon Hole G, Student Pigeon 
Holes, Union House, University College Swansea, 
Singleton Park, Swansea.

LONDON GAY LIBERATION 
GROUPS.

Camden G.L.F. meets every Thursday at 
7.30 pm in the Forresters Hall, 5 Highgate 
Road, Kentish Town, London NW5.
Tube/BR. Kentish Town, Buses 27,134,214.
East London G.L.F. meets every Thursday at 
8.00pm at Agitprop, 248 Bethnal Green Road, 
London E2. Tube/BR. Bethnal Green. Buses 
8. Contact 739 1704.

Gaysoc University of London Students Union 
meets Fridays at 7.30pm at Malet Street.WI. 
Tube Warren Street/Euston Square.
Kilburn G.L.F. meets on Sundays. Ring 837- 
7174 for details.

Notting Hill G.L.F. meets on Thursdays at 
7.30pm in All Saints Vestry, Clydesdale Road, 
London W11. Tube Westbourne Park/Notting 
Hill Gate. Buses 7, 15,or 52.
South London G.L.F. meets every Thursday 
at 8.oopm in the Minet Library, Knatchbull 
Road, Brixton,SW9. Tube/3R Brixton. Buses 
3,95, 109, 133, 159 and 172.
West London G.L.F. meets every Thursday at 
8.00pm upstairs at the 'White Lion' pub.
Putney High Street, just south of Putney Bridge. 
Tube Putney Bridge, Buses 14,22,30,85,85A,
93, 220 and Green Line 718. BR Putney.

Disco there every Wednesday.
Harrow G.L.F. meets on Mondays. Ring 
Alex 422 7890 or Peter 864 1953.

G.L.F. Youth and Education Group meets 
on Mondays. Phone 837 7174 for details.

G.L.F. Day Group for shiftworkers. Meets 
Thursday afternoons. Ring 969 3173 for 
details.
Gay Women's Liberation Group, Contact 
Gillian 837 4502. Meets Wednesdays 7.30pm.
G.L.F. Office is at 5 Caledonian Road, London 
Nl.Tube Kings Cross. Tel: 01-837 7174. 
Further information concerning local G.L.F. 
groups available from here.

D rag,
This is a list of some of the pubs in London that reg
ularly have Drag Acts. Information of out of London 
pubs featuring drag will be added to this list as we 
receive it. So if your local has something good happ
ening at it, let us know; and that goes for you land
lords as well.
THE ALEXANDRA.
Alexandra Road, St.John.* Wood, NW8.
Friday's Derek Rees.
Wednesday's Mr.Angel.

THE BELL.
Pentonville Road,N1. (Kings Cross).
Every Alt. Friday.
Derek Rees.
Sandy Roy.
THE BLACK CAP.
171 Camden High Street, NW1. (Camden Town). 
Drag Every Night.
Friday June 23. Sandy Graham.
Saturday June 24. Mark Fleming and guests.
Sunday June 25. (Lunch) Mark Fleming and 
MrsShufflewick.
(Night) The Dolly Sisters.
Monday June 26. Mark Fleming and Mrs.Shuff- 
lewick.
Tuesday June 27. Jean Fredericks (Disco) and 
Sandy Graham.
Wednesday 28 June. Men of Mine.
Thursday June 29. Mark Fleming (starting his 
new competition.
Friday June 30. New Dumbells.
Saturday July 1. Mark Fleming with guests.
Sunday July 2. (Lunch).Mark Fleming and Mrs. 
Shufflewick.
(Night) Mickey Young.
THE BUSH HOTEL.
2, Goldhawk Road, W.12. (Goldhawk Road).
Every Thursday.

THE COCK
125, Kilburn High Road, NW6. (Kilburn Park).
Every Thursday.
THE CRICKETERS'
Batteresa Park Road.SWII. (BR Battersea 
Park.) Wednesday Alt. Mark Fleming.
Sunday The Trollets.
THE DORSET ARMS'
124 Clapham Road, SW4. (Oval).

Tuesday Michael and Bo.
Thursday Michael.
Sunday Michael and Bo.
THE DUKE OF FIFE.
305 Katherine Road. E7.(Upton Park). 
Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Latin American Band. No Entrance Fee.

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE'.
South Lambeth Place, SW8. (Vauxhall). 
Every night except Tuesday.
Friday Mark Fleming.

• THE FATHER RED CAP 
j 319 Camberwell Road, SE5.

(Camberwell Green).
Drag in June.
Fnday 23. Lee Paris.
Saturday 24. Sandy Graham.
Sunday 25. Lee Paris and Lettuce.
Monday 26. Lee Paris, 

i Wednesday 28. Ken Gibson.
Friday 30. Lee Paris and Lettuce.
Gay Disco's Every Week.Resident DJ 
Tricky Dicky.
Thursdays. Boys only.
Fridays. Girls only.
Saturday. Mixed.
Sundays. Boys only.
Wednesdays . Mixed.
THE GREEN MAN.
383 Euston Road, NW1.
(Great Portland Street).
Drag Every Night Downstairs. Supper 
Licence to Midnight. Small Entrance Fee 

, after 11pm.
Friday. Tony Page andNormani Cabel. 

j RegularCompereShane with Keith Mills 
and the DumbeUs.
OXFORD TAVERN.
256 Kentish Town Road. NW5. - *
(Kentish Town). Drag on Tuesday and 
Thursday. • *
ROYAL OAK.
62 Glenthorne Road, W6 (Hammersmith). 
Drag every night except Tuesday.

ROYAL VALfXHALL TAVERN.
372 Kennington Lane.SE 11. (Vauxhall). 
Thursday (Alt.) Mr. Tammy or Lee Paris 
with Lettuce.
Friday. Mr.Tammy, .
Saturday. Lee Paris.
Sunday. (Lunch) Bo.'1 
Sunday.(Night). Mr. Tammy.
Monday. Bo.
Wednesday .Lee Paris.
New Act Starting Soon.* 4V 
UNION TAVERN.
146 Camberwell Road, SE5.
(Oval). Drag on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Sunday.
WINDSOR CASTLE.
309 Harrow Road,W9. (Westbourne Park)
Drag on Wednesday and Sunday.(Lunch & Eve).

R GAY PAP
GAY INTERNATIONAL NEWS.
An international forum from Gay Liberation Front. Price 5p (8p by post). 
Monthly. Available direct from GLF (London), 5 Caledonian Koad,* London 
N.l. Tel: 01-837 7174. ■'
LUNCH.
Journal of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality. Price iOp. Monthly. 
Available direct from Lunch, 25 Upper Montagu Street, London W1H IRQ.

COME TOGETHER.
The mouth piece of Gay Liberation Front Price 5p (8p by post).
Out every four to six weeks. Available direct from G.L.F. (London),.
5 Calendonian Road, London N.l. Tel: 01-837 7174.

sm g  n ew s :
Monthly newsletter from Scottish Minorities Group. Free> but send S.A.E. 
Available direct from S.M.G., 214 Clyde Street, Glasgow G1 4JZ.
Tel: 041-771 7600.

ARENA THREE.
Published under licence from Esme Langley. A gay womens' magazine.
Price 25p. Monthly. Available direct from Majorie Bryanton,BCM/Sea Horse, 
London W.C.1. Tel: 01-734 5588.

SAPPHO.
An independant gay womens' paper. 20p. Monthly. Available direct from 
Sappho, Publications Ltd., BCM/Petrel, London W.C.l.

THE SAMARITANS................. DO THEY HELP OR HINDER ?
GAY PRIDE WEEK................. NEWS AND LOTS OF PHOTOS.
THE FIRST GAY NEWS INTERVIEW ........ DAVID HOCKNEY.
SHIRLEY TEMPLE KNOWS........ IS THIS THE ULTIMATE COTTAGE

WALL STORY?
NEWS+INFO+PERSONAL ADS+LETTERS+HET OF THE MONTH


